institutions. There is therefore no reason to support the founding of the afore-mentioned institution and to forego the strongest and most natural assurance which has
until now always and everywhere been sought that the institution would in every regard be directed in the Austrian spirit.”

Divine Word Missionaries
Secretariat Arnold Janssen Steyl
VOLUME 1 1 | NO. 1 | JA NUARY 2017

Fr. Arnold’s reaction
Fr. Arnold felt that the reason for the rejection was that liberal and anti-Catholic
officials were at work. But according to Fr. Bornemann he was not aware “at the time
that Vicar General [and auxiliary bishop] Angerer of Vienna, though he approved the
project in principle, had, in his recommendation to the governor’s office, expressly
questioned its timeliness. The officials were quick to mention this in defense of their
position” (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, transl. John Vogelgesang, Manila, p. 204).
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The Arnoldus Family Story
NEW BUILDING ACTIVITY IN STEYL
The new Church in Steyl had still not been consecrated when a new building was
begun. In the mission magazine “Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote” (Little Messenger of the
Sacred Heart) of July 1884 we read: “Since the space for the typesetting department,
printing press etc. had become insufficient, we considered it necessary to add a new
wing to the first building. It looks like an extension to the other buildings along the
street. The walls are already standing and reach the roof. The upper floors of the new
building will also have a considerable number of small rooms which are very necessary, especially because of the growing number of retreatants.”

JOHN BAPTIST ANZER BACK IN EUROPE
In order to take part in the First General Chapter, the superior of the Steyl
Missionaries in South Shantung, John Baptist Anzer, had left China on October 21
and travelled via Rome to Steyl. He arrived there in the evening of December 7, 1884.
“The whole community gathered in the church to
sing the De Deum. The seminarians honored him
with a festive program as a brave confessor” (ibid., p.
149).
DECEMBER 10, 1884: THE BEGINNING OF
THE FIRST GENERAL CHAPTER
On December 10 the First General Chapter of
the Society began. Its members were those priests
who had committed themselves to the mission
house for life: Arnold and John Janssen, Hermann
Josef Wegener and John Baptist Anzer, who towards
the end of the chapter became a bishop.

For the new year Fr. Arnold tells us:
Trust confidently in the LORD!
It is completely impossible for him
to abandon those who trust firmly in him.

◄

PROGRESS ON THE WAY TOWARDS THE FOUNDATION
OF ST. GABRIEL’S IN AUSTRIA
July 23, 1884: The Archbishop gives permission
for the founding of the mission house
On 23 July, Prince Archbishop Ganglbauer of Vienna “gave Father Janssen his
written approval for the construction of the proposed seminary for foreign missions in
Enzersdorf, near Vienna, a foundation ‘desired by several Austrian bishops, and looked
upon as salutary and source of blessing’ (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, transl. John Vogelgesang,
Arnoldus Press Manila, 1975, p. 202-203). But there had also been opposition to the foundation of the mission seminary, such as from the vicar general and auxiliary bishop of Vienna, Dr. Angerer, “who himself admitted to the founder his opposition” (H. Fischer SVD,
Arnold Janssen, transl. Frederick M. Lynk SVD, Mission Press Techny, ILL, 1925, p. 298, footnote 1).
July 25, 1884: Fr. Arnold signs the contract of sale
for the property in Maria Enzersdorf
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The land was purchased on July 25 for the price of 12500 guilders. According to
the contract, the purchaser undertook to drill for water, but he was free to withdraw
from the contract in case the result of the drilling was not according to his expectations (H. auf der Heide, Die Missionsgesellschaft von Steyl, Ein Bild der ersten 25 Jahre ihres Bestehens
[The Mission Society of Steyl, a picture of the first 25 years of its existence], Steyl, 1900, p. 143).
To Fr. Freinademetz in China Fr. Arnold wrote: “I am writing to you from the
capital of your great fatherland, beautiful Vienna – Oh, would that it were also so
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beautiful internally! You probably already know why I am here – to found an Austrian
mission house” (Josef Alt, Journey in Faith, transl. Frank Mansfield, Jacqueline Mulberge, Steyler Verlag Nettetal, 2002, p. 199). He continued: “I looked around for a piece of property and
found one that seems suitable. Just think, it is a parcel of 6 hectares all in one piece,
only 15 minutes from the train station in Brunn or Moedling, in an open plain with a
magnificent view of the mountains. It can be reached by train from Vienna in half an
hour on the southern line (Vienna-Trieste), and has excellent railway connections with
the entire monarchy; and all this we get for a relatively low price” (Bornemann, Arnold
Janssen, transl. John Vogelgesang, Manila 1975, p. 203).
Petition for dispensation from Austrian citizenship
On this very same July 25, Fr. Arnold wrote an application “to request exemption
from the requirement of Austrian citizenship for himself and the first teachers in the
Latin school. The detailed petition was eight pages long and stressed the significance
of the seminary for the relations between Austria and the great civilized nations of
Asia. He gave an assurance that the projected Latin school would be organized in
conformity with Austrian regulations, and that the faculty would soon be made up of
Austrian citizens” (ibid.).
SEPTEMBER 8, 1884: CONSECRATION OF
THE CHURCH OF THE ANGELS IN STEYL
The consecration
On August 6 Fr. Arnold had returned to Steyl from his journey to Rome and
Vienna. On September 8 the new church was consecrated. In the “Kleiner Herz-JesuBote” (Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart) of October 1884 we read: “September
8, 1875 was the foundation day of the mission house. On the 9th anniversary of that
feast that was so important for us, on the feast of the Nativity of Mary, the mission
house celebrated another most important event, the consecration of the church dedicated to the angels. … In spite of his advanced age, Most Rev. Bishop Paredis of
Roermond was willing to undertake this most strenuous celebration of consecration
himself.” The consecration “took quite a while, but the almost 90 year old bishop
completed it without interruption or without taking any rest. – After the consecration
the Rev. Rector of the mission house went to the altar to celebrate the holy Sacrifice
for the first time in this newly consecrated, beautiful house of God, whereby he was
solemnly assisted by the Most Rev. Bishop.”

the apostles: everywhere the holy angels appear in a most special way as familiar
with God’s eternal will. Shouldn’t then the heavenly spirits be especially destined to
promote and protect the great work of the conversion of pagans? We believe that we
must affirm this without any doubt. In this conviction we zealously venerate the holy
angels and we firmly trust that they will stand at the side of all those missionaries who
go to the missions from this place, always helping and protecting them in the distant
pagan countries.”
SEPTEMBER 13, 1884: RECOGNITION OF TEACHER’S CERTIFICATE
On September 13, Fr. Arnold’s request that his Prussian teacher’s certificate be
recognized in Austria, won a “favorable response” and was “approved by the [Austrian] Ministry of Education on September 14, 1884” (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, transl.
John Vogelgesang, Manila, p. 203).

STEYL STUDENTS
In Steyl
According to the Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart of November 1884, in
October 1884, at the beginning of the winter semester, there were 154 students in
Steyl. 51 of whom were studying philosophy and theology, the others were high school
students.
In Bonn
Newly ordained Fr. Weber and subdeacon Henninghaus, who had been studying
in Innsbruck, transferred to Bonn and continued their studies there. A Brother who
was studying nursing lived with them. The students lived in a private residence and
took care of their breakfast and evening meal themselves. They took lunch in a students’ dining hall run by Franciscan Sisters. Henninghaus and Fr. Weber studied
mainly geology and mineralogy as well as chemistry.
OCTOBER 22, 1884: PETITION FOR DISPENSATION FROM
AUSTRIAN CITIZENSHIP REJECTED
The Rejection
The educational authority of Lower Austria rejected Fr. Arnold’s petition for dispensation from Austrian citizenship and on October 22 he was informed of this.

Why church of the angels?
The new church is dedicated to the angels, in particular to the holy archangels
Michael, Gabriel and Raphael. In the same issue of the Little Messenger of the
Sacred Heart we read: “At all the great events and instructions of Divine Providence
as we read about them in Sacred Scripture, we find the holy angels as special
servants and executors of the divine will.
“In directing and leading God’s chosen people in the old covenant, as well as in
the life, suffering and death of the divine Redeemer and also in the life and work of

Reasons for the rejection
The educational authority was led by the consideration, “that the State could
hardly be interested in the founding of an institution which takes young men away
from serving the fatherland and leads them to a very idealistic profession in distant
continents, promising minimal, unproductive results for the fatherland; nor can the
education system be happy about a school which represents a step back to the kind
of institution that has been abolished long ago and which, due to the peculiarity of its
organization, denies students the possibility of transferring to other educational
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