The clerics take their final vows in honor of the Holy Spirit.
The custom of singing or reciting daily the “Veni Creator” is decided upon; it is to
be sung also during solemn acts in the Society, for instance on the way to the chapter hall; during all those acts the beginning of St. John’s gospel is to be sung in the
chapter hall…
In the name of the Society the ‘Verbum Divinum’ is not only the second person
in the Divinity, but also the word of the Holy Spirit, that is Holy Scripture and in particular the gospel.
Every Monday is especially dedicated to the Holy Spirit, with the same intention.
Two further days during the week are dedicated to God the Father and the Divine
Word…. (Fritz Bornemann, Ferdinand Medits und Magdalena Leitner in der Geschichte des Steyler Mis-
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sionswerkes [Ferdinand Medits and Magdalene Leitner in the history of the Steyl mission organization], Verbum Supplementum 4, 1968, p. 72).

The Mission House and the Statutes of 1876
Not the only, but one of the most important tasks of the general chapter was to
write a rule for the ecclesiastical religious society or congregation “SOCIETAS VERBI
DIVINI – SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE WORD” still to be constituted. Until then St. Michael’s
mission house community was governed by the statutes of 1876 which Fr. Arnold and
John Baptist Anzer had written. The first sentence of those statutes reads: The name
of our house is ‘St. Michael’s Mission House in Steyl’, … However, until such a time
as it will seem useful to give itself a very short name, the Society calls itself “Society
of the Divine Word in the Service of the King and Queen of the Angels”, … or briefly:
“Society of the Divine Word”, “Societas divini Verbi” (Josef Alt, Journey in Faith, Transl. Frank

The visionary Magdalena Leitner
In September 2016 the ‘Arnoldus Family Stories’ already mentioned the visionary Magdalena Leitner, whose spiritual director was the Hungarian Vincentian Fr. Ferdinand Medits living in Vienna. On January 21, 1885 Fr. Arnold described to the three
other capitulars his meeting with her in Vienna: “In her look, posture and behavior she
is always very guarded, and I have never noticed anything in her which did not give the
impression of a pious, pure soul…”(ibid., p.65). She was mentioned several times during the general chapter and in the acts of the chapter she is generally mentioned
under the name “Mother Gregoria” (ibid., p. 125, endnote 3 referring to p. 72); perhaps because for this reason: “Pope Gregory the Great is frequently mentioned by Miss Leitner, perhaps because he is pictured with the dove of the Holy Spirit” (ibid., p. 117, endnote
3 referring to p. 46).
Lay Partners: January 27 and 28, 1885
Another topic of the first general chapter on January 27 and 28, 1885 was
the founding of an institute of lay partners: An “institute of secular cooperators to
help the missions”. On January 30 “the essential features were laid down.” “The idea
was accepted, though most preferred the name ‘mission helpers’”(Josef Alt, Journey in
Faith, p. 213).

◄

Mansfield, Jacqueline Mulberge, Steyler Verlag Nettetal, 2002, p. 125).

During the first 10 years, the priests of the mission house dedicated themselves
to the work of the mission house by making the following (private) vow: “With regard to
the fervent wishes of Your Most Sacred Heart, which in such a special way are directed
towards the spread of Your holy work upon earth, I, kneeling before You, my Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, make my poor person available to Your divine Heart with regard
to the mission work of your holy Church, insofar participation in it is being striven for in
this house. This I do at first for the next three years, starting from today. According to
this I, N.N. vow for the next three years fidelity and loyalty to this house, reverence and
obedience to the Rev. Rector of this house and all his successors and deputies in this
office, and to the holy patrons of this house I promise love and faithful veneration.
May the good and almighty God help me to become a useful member of this
house and through the example of my virtues to contribute towards its spiritual building up. Amen
This is my well considered and firm promise, which I make in the presence of the
whole heavenly court, in particular of the holy patrons of this house, with the resolve
through this to honor in a special way the divine Heart of Jesus which so greatly deserves to be loved and adored.
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O sweet Heart of Jesus, be my love!
O sweet Heart of Mary, be my salvation!
Holy Archangels Michael, Gabriel and Raphael and all the holy angels help me.
- 1 -

Holy Father Joseph, holy Mother Anne, you dearly beloved holy three kings, help
us together with all the dear saints.
May the light of the Divine Word shine into the darkness of sin and into the night
of paganism, and may the Heart of Jesus live in the hearts of all people.
Amen
(in Hermann auf der Heide SVD, Die Missionsgesellschaft von Steyl [The mission society of Steyl], Die
ersten 25 Jahre ihres Bestehens [the first 25 years of its existence, Steyl 1900, pp. 36-37).

The historian Fr. Bornemann SVD writes that according to its wording this formula was only a private vow of obedience (Bornemann, The Papal Approbation of the Constitutions of 1905, Verbum Supplementum 3, 1967, p.170).
Differently from the priests, right from the beginning of the Brothers’ department
the Bothers made “canonical private vows”. “The main part of the formula read: ‘I
vow to render obedience to the superior of this house as heretofore, faithfully to observe virginal chastity and to practice holy poverty to the end that I forego the free use
of all property and therefore, without the permission of my superiors, will take nothing for my permanent use or possession. I make these vows with the provision that
the superior of the house is always free to dispense me from them, and declare before God that I would be willing, even now, to make the vows for life … if holy obedience permitted it”(Fritz Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, transl. John Vogelgesang, Manila, 1975, p. 164).
In addition the priests and brothers were members of the Third Order of St. Dominic.
On the way towards establishing the religious congregation SVD
Already in the first session of the general chapter, on December 10, 1884 a
“unanimous yes was given to the question, ‘Should the Society constitute itself in
the form of a religious society or congregation?’” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 210). The following day, December 11, it was decided to introduce the three vows. With that the promise to follow the rule of a Third Order, concretely the Third Order of St. Dominic, was
cancelled, at first for the priests only.

1885 Rule was worked out”(Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 212). Since it was written in February
1885, it was called the February 1885 Rule; it did include “the most important regulations, especially the canonical ones” (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, Manila 1975, p. 175).
The next ordination was that of six Steyl Theology students to the sub-diaconate on
February 28, 1885. Therefore, as we read in the foreword of this February Rule, “the
next feast day, that of St. Matthew the Apostle (24 February 1885), was fixed as
the day when the first Rule [the Statutes of 1876] would cease to be in force and the
second Rule of February 1885 would take its place. And it was resolved to invite all
confreres and those in temporal vows according to the first Rule to repeat their profession on Monday evening, 23 February, together with themselves and the novices
[the six students and Bernhard Eikenbrock who was already ordained a priest], that
is, in various forms according to circumstances (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 212-213). On March
19, 1885 the Brothers made their vows on the February Rule as well (ibid, p.213).
The introduction of a special Veneration of the Holy Spirit: January 17 and 18, 1885
Until the first general chapter the Sacred Heart devotion was the most prominent one. However, on January 17 and 18, 1885 the General Chapter decided to introduce a very special veneration of the Holy Spirit. In the minutes of the second
session, written by Fr. Arnold, we read among other things:
The reason for the introduction of the special veneration of the Holy Spirit
“The Society of the Divine Word decides, ‘to accord a very special devotion to
the person of the Holy Spirit, who is sent by the Father and the Son, and who accomplishes all things in us. The Society does so, on the one hand, to draw down a special blessing on the apostolic labors of the members, and especially on their
administration of the sacraments. On the other hand, it seeks to offer reparation
since the holy sacraments are sadly dishonored and abused by so many people, and
because the Holy Spirit himself receives so much dishonor from men through … being
adored and implored so little.”

The capitulars’ method of working
On December 10, 1884 the capitulars also decided on the procedure to be followed during the chapter: everything was to be discussed twice, first provisionally in
small groups and then a second time, definitively, in general sessions (see Alt, Journey
in Faith, p. 211).
At the beginning of the first full session each capitular, kneeling in front of the
cross and with the hand on the gospel book took – in Latin – the oath “to vote only
for what is in keeping with the desire of the Sacred Heart, the greater glory of God and
the true welfare of our Society, without human consideration. May God and these holy
Gospels of God help me!”
Pressure on the capitulars

Place of the veneration of the Holy Spirit within the devotion of the Blessed Trinity
“However, since the Holy Spirit is inseparable from the Father and the Son, the
Society resolves so to venerate the Holy Spirit that the special veneration of the other
two divine Persons, and especially of the Divine Word Incarnate, is included, as has
been the tradition in the Society until now.
“In the more concrete execution of this thought it was decided: 1) The principal
feast of the Society is to be the one of the Blessed Trinity” (for all this see: Bornemann,
Arnold Janssen, transl. John Vogelgesang, Manila, 1975, pp. 188-189).
Further decisions

To his missionaries in China Fr. Arnold wrote on March 6, 1885: “Since we badly
need priests and cannot wait with the vows and the ordinations [until the Rule was
completed and approved] for the time being a provisional Rule, called the February

In those two days several more decisions were made, for instance:
St. Michael’s mission house in Steyl “under the protection of St. Michael is dedicated in a special way to the Divine Word, the planned foundation in Austria under the
protection of St. Gabriel is specially devoted to the Holy Spirit.”
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