
26 priests, 228 Brothers, including professed, novices, workers, apprentices, 60
Sisters and 260 high school students; altogether 574 persons.

TOGO

After the resignation of the first Pro–Prefect of Togo,  Fr. Schaefer, his fellow SVD
missionary Matthias Dier had been appointed by Rome as administrator of the Apos-
tolic Prefecture of Togo. Fr. Arnold himself had appointed a special SVD superior, Rev.
Buecking who by that time did not live in Togo. In a letter to the Administrator, written
from July 26 to August 1, 1894 Fr. Arnold informed Rev. Dier of his appointment as
Administrator and “the provisional SVD superior until the arrival of Buecking” (Jos. Alt,

Journey in Faith, p.644).
Shortly before the departure of Buecking and the new missionaries for Togo, in a

letter of October 30, 1894 Fr. Arnold  “instructed the administrator Dier about the basic
relationship between the two future authorities in Togo. ‘The order of precedence is
such that as ecclesiastical superior of the prefecture you take the first place and Fr.
Buecking the second.’ In important matters each should ask the other for advice and
if possible proceed with mutual agreement. ‘If you cannot reach agreement, the only
way is for each to have the last word in things which pertain to his office’”  (ibid., p.645).

ARGENTINA –– NOVEMBER 1894
In September 1894 the General Council in Steyl had agreed to Fr. Superior

Becher’s plan, “to open a house in Buenos Aires and to start the new printing press”.
On October 30, 1894 Fr. Arnold wrote to Superior Becher: “ So the die has been cast.
You want to stay in the capital city and there open a house together with a printing
press. May the Lord bless and help you so that much good will emerge from it.” 

The chapel “of our Lady of Guada-
lupe also belonged to the house in
Buenos Aires which at the start was the
center of the pastoral activity” for the
45000 people belonging to the parish.
The publishing department connected
with the press was named after the
chapel” (Josef Alt, Journey in Faith, p.558).

On November 1, 1894 the two
priests Ernst and Klocke began work in
the new parish center (Hermann auf der
Heide, Die Missionsgesellschaft von Steyl, ein Bild der ersten 25 Jahre ihres Bestehens [The mission so-
ciety of Steyl, a picture of the first 25 years of its existence], Steyl, 1900, p. 354).  

OCTOBER 1894

Emperor Franz Joseph of Austria 
visits St. Gabriel’s /Mödling/Vienna

Upon the Emperor’s wish Cardinal Gruscha, the arch-
bishop of Vienna, had been invited to be present at the Em-
peror’s visit and he had already arrived in St. Gabriel’s on
October 2. 

October 3, the Emperor himself first visited the Mödling
orphanage and agricultural school. Then he came  to St.
Gabriel’s.

Welcome of the Emperor and short prayer in the chapel
Accompanied by the Austrian Minister for Agriculture,

the Emperor arrived at 10.15 am in the Mission House. At
the entrance he was welcomed by Cardinal Gruscha who in-
troduced the Rector of the house, the founder’s brother Fr.
John Janssen, to the Emperor. 

The Cardinal and Fr. John Janssen then led the Emperor
to the chapel where he spent some time in silent prayer and the students’ choir sang
“Laudate omnes Gentes”!

A small celebration in the festively decorated hall
Here Fr. Rector John Janssen addressed the Emperor in this way: “Tomorrow, on

the feast of St. Francis, it will be five years since this house in honor of the Holy Spirit
was opened, and the first Holy Mass was celebrated. Your Majesty had made that
possible through your Majesty’s truly apostolic decision of October 14, 1888.”

The Rector thanked the Emperor for his visit and assured him, that all the sons
of the house would see it as their obligation, to cooperate as much as they could for
the realization of the holy task which the Lord God had given to the most noble house
of Habsburg.

Finally the Rector offered his congratulations to the Emperor for his feast day
the next day [St. Francis of Assisi] and he asked all present, to join him in three cheers
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to His imperial and royal Apostolic Majesty: our most beloved and revered Emperor
Franz Joseph shall live: cheers, cheers, cheers!”

The emperor then thanked the Rector.

Visiting the House
It was now time to show the Emperor the rooms of the house. When he was pre-

sented with the plan for the new Holy Spirit Church, he asked Rector John Janssen:
“Where do you get all the money from for this building?” The Rector’s answer was:
“Your Majesty, our dear Lord is rich. He said: “Seek first the Kingdom of God and
everything else will be given unto you!”.

Then the Emperor was shown the various workshops, such as carpentry, metal
working shop, plumbing workshop, laundry, bakery, mill, etc. The Emperor was visibly
impressed and repeatedly acknowledged to the Rector the exemplary facilities of the
steam powered workshops. 

Farewell
After the last stances of the imperial hymn were sung,  the Emperor went to his

imperial car and returned to Mödling (Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart, November 1894).

MISSION SISTERS IN STEYL

During the annual retreat for the Sisters from October 1-7, 1894 which Fr. Arnold
had conducted, “the topic of the officials must have come up again,” and Fr. Arnold
probably asked for names of the thoes in office..

On October 10 Sr. Josepha Hendrina Stenmanns wrote to Fr. Arnold:
“Reverend Spiritual Father. I inform Your Reverence herewith that I elect:
1. Superior: Sister Maria; 
2. Directress of professed Sisters: Sister Anna; 
3. Novice directress: Sister Caecilia; 
4. Postulant directress: Sister Michaele (Ortrud Stegmaier, ed., transl. Jaqueline Mulberge,

Arnold Janssen, M. Josepha, Hendrina Stenmanns, Correspondence 1884-1903, p. 43).

On the same day Mother Maria wrote to Fr. Arnold:
“Reverend Spiritual Father,
According to your wish, I herewith give my opinion to the best of my knowledge

and in good conscience:
For the following offices I regard to be the most suitable:
1. Sister Josepha, Superior; 
2. Sister Andrea, Directress of Professed Sisters; 
3. Sister Caecilia, Novice Directress. Although I am not sure whether Sister

Gregoria, Sister Hildegard or Sister Theresia might not be just as suitable. 
4. Sister Michaele, Postulant Directress 
With filial submission, Sister Maria” (Ortrud Stegmaier, ed., Jacqueline Mulberge, transl.,

Mother Maria, Helena Stollenwerk, 1852-1900, Groundwork, Co-Founding the Mission Congregation of
the Servants of the Holy Spirit with Arnold Janssen, p. 296).

ST. GABRIEL, MÖDLING /VIENNA/ AUSTRIA

Giving of minor orders
Sunday, October 14, 1894 the Apostolic Nuncio in Austria, Msgr. Agliardi gave 28

novices the tonsure and 18 theology students the four minor orders [porter, lector, ex-
orcist, acolyte].

A special celebration was held in the dining hall of the house. In his address the
Nuncio expressed his feelings of joy that for once he had the opportunity to be in a
house of the Society. He had gotten to know the Society in Rome and had had a spe-
cial interest in it ever since he had gotten to know its Rev. Founder in its first years
after its foundation during his first stay in Rome. Whilst others had entertained doubts
about the success of such a difficult work, he himself had always been very confi-
dent that this work was wanted by the dear Lord and soon would be safe and secure.
He had never seen any institute to flourish so gloriously in such a short time, and now
better than ever he knew that his confidence had not been vain (Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote,

Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart, November 1894). 

ROME – ST. RAPHAEL’ COLLEGE for confreres studying in Rome

After Rev. Josef Reinke had been appointed Superior / Praeses of the Raphael’s
College in Rome on September 13, 1894, he arrived in Rome on October 18. His first
job was to find a residence. “The General had given him plenty of good instructions
regarding finding a house. Firstly, he should look for ‘rooms with noon-time sun, so im-
portant for the winter.’ For whereas in winter the rays of the sun penetrate deep into
the room, they enter little in summer. Rooms facing west are also good ‘so that after
a winter stroll it is not so cold inside.’ The following things will be needed: ‘1. chapel,
2. dining room, 3. kitchen, 4. parlor, 5. room for the superior, 6. store room and a
bedroom for the brother, 7. living and sleeping quarters for 5-7 persons.’  From the
spiritual and religious point of view the superior should ‘zealously think of laying a
good, permanent foundation’” (Jos. Alt, transl. Frank Mansfield, Jacqueline Mulberge, Journey in
Faith, Steyler Verlag, Nettetal, 2002, p. 403).

THE RESIDENCE IN THE ANIMA
October 26, Rev. Reinke received the founder’s telegram to take the residence

which belonged to the Anima, the German National Church in Rome. “It was situated
in the vicinity  of one of the loveliest and liveliest  places in Rome, the Piazza Navona.
They had to climb three flights of steps in order to reach the apartment (ibid.).

Rev. Reinke and Br. Laurentius who had arrived on October 24, cleaned the
rooms and furnished them as much as they could for six priests and one Brother  (Josef

Alt, Die römische Niederlassung der Steyler Missionare [the Roman residence of the Steyl Missionaries]

(1888 – 2003, Analecta 86, Rome 2004, p. 20-21).

STEYL – STATISTICS
On October 29, 1893 Fr. Blum wrote down the number  of persons belonging to

the mission house for the parish priest of Tegelen in whose parish St. Michael’s 
mision house was and still is situated:
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