
APRIL 1895 -  Beginning of the Summer Semester

The high school in Steyl started the semester with 293 students, the one in Holy
Cross (Neisse/Nyssa) with 68. In St. Gabriel’s/Vienna 146 seminarians were study-
ing Philosophy and Theology (Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote [Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart], 
22, No. 9, June 1895).

Retreat in St. Gabriel’s/Vienna
In St. Gabriel’s Fr. Arnold gave the retreat for 10 deacons who were to be 

ordained priests on May 1, and 14 seminarians to be ordained as subdeacons on 
the same day.

Also participating were another 27 seminarians “who will take their holy vows
on April 30” and a further 27 students “who will receive the habit” and begin their
novitiate on April 30. Fr. Arnold gave 4 conferences a day for 7-8 days (Ortrud Stegmaier,
transl. Jacqueline Mulberge, Groundwork, pp. 360-361). 

MAY 1895 -  St. Gabriel

May 1 – Ordination
On this day Auxiliary Bishop Dr. Angerer of Vienna ordained 10 deacons to the

priesthood and 14 seminarians as subdeacons.

May 2-5 – Retreat before first Mass and first Mass of the newly ordained priests
Before the newly ordained priests celebrated their first Mass on May 5, Fr. Arnold

gave them a retreat from May 2–5 (Albert Rohner, Die Vortragstätigkeit P. Arnold Janssens, Erster
Teil: Exerzitien [Conferences given by Fr. Arnold Janssen, Part one: Retreats, Analecta SVD-30, Rome 1974,
p. 36). On May 5 Fr. Arnold also gave them their mission appointments (Alt, Arnold Janssen
SVD, Briefe nach Südamerika, Bd. I [Letters to South America,] vol. I, p. 124, footnote 2).

May 6 – Plans for a fourth Mission House
Accompanied by SVD architect Fr. Beckert, Fr. Arnold travelled from Vienna to

Holy Cross, Neisse (Nyssa). “During the conversation the point was made that the 
Society by then owned two houses in the East (St. Gabriel and Holy Cross); Steyl, how-
ever, was in the west, far away from those two houses. Then the question arose,
whether it would not be appropriate to own a fourth house which could serve as a
connection between Steyl and the two houses in the East and which, therefore, would

Missionary Sisters in Steyl – Development of the Congregation
On June 9, eight novices professed their vows for 7 years and 15 postulants re-

ceived the religious habit; among them Princess Amalie von Croy who received the reli-
gious name Sr. Magdalena. Marie von Basten-Batenburg was also one of those invested
and she received the religious name Sr. Aufrida. After the foundation of the second
branch of the Missionary Sisters, the cloistered sisters, she became their first superior,
with the name Sr. Seraphim. Soon after Sr. Aufrida’s investiture she started feeling sick.

Mother Maria’s critique
In addition to building an extension to the old convent, Fr. Arnold also planned to

make some changes in the old convent: he wanted to move the kitchen. Mother Maria
did not like it and she wrote to Fr. Arnold: To “my great distress I learned that Your Rev-
erence plans to move our kitchen… It causes very high costs, namely constructing a
cellar beneath where the kitchen is to be. It seems to me that this is quite far re-
moved from religious simplicity and can only encourage luxury and comfort. Such
buildings will lessen confidence and the  zeal for the good cause of the missions. …
Large numbers of ordinary people go without so that they can give for the missions…
As far as I know all the sisters, are eager for simplicity and I do not doubt that dis-
satisfaction will arise in some hearts. The new building was not simple enough even
for our dear Sister Magdalena [formerly Princess Amalie von Croy]. The present
kitchen can easily be enlarged and, I believe, better fitted out than if it were moved
elsewhere. Sister Josepha joins me confidently in this request” (Ortrud Stegmaier, ed.,
transl. Jacqueline Mulberge, Groundwork, pp. 373-374).

ECUADOR
There had been a revolution in Ecuador. June 22-24 Fr. Neuenhofen wrote to 

Fr. Arnold about the new situation: During the night of June 19 to June 20 Bishop Schu-
macher, together with soldiers still loyal to the government, had fled Portoviejo where
the headquarters of the diocese were. “It was high time”. There was betrayal every-
where: Betrayal in the town’s offices and among the military. Betrayal between here
and Guayaquil. Some soldiers disloyal to the government remained, “but had to pay
miserably for their betrayal. The revolutionary troops had hardly arrived when the sol-
diers who had stayed back had to hand over their weapons and were left to starve.” On
June 23 the situation of the diocese was like this: ‘Six priests, two of them Capuchins,
went with the Bishop up to the tableland. One part of the American sisters left already,
others, the last ones, follow with the next steamer. The native local sisters will leave
Portoviejo tomorrow. The Franciscan Sisters are also getting ready to leave. … The
Bishop will not be able to return soon. The motto of the revolutionaries was: All priests
deserve to be shot dead.” Regarding Fr. Pierlo and himself Fr. Neuehofen wrote: “Be-
cause of the growing danger I asked the German consul for protection for us during our
stay here. How long we can still remain here, depends on the development of the situ-
ation.  In case the danger becomes too great, we will travel with the next steamer to 
Tumalo in Columbia and there we will wait for further instructions” (Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote
(Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart), 22, No. 12, September 1895).
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be better situated for the regions of Germany in between. It was easy to agree on this
point. But then the other question arose: Where and how will we find a suitable place?
Fr. Superior General said: ‘Fr. Beckert, what do you think: Shall we publish an ad-
vertisement to our readers in our Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote (Little Messenger of the 
Sacred Heart), informing them of our intention and kindly requesting those who think
they know of a suitable place to let us know? Obviously, we must let them know what
we mainly look at when making a new foundation.’ Since Fr. Beckert liked this idea,
we immediately wrote such a corresponding advertisement” (Hermann auf der Heide, Die
Missionsgesellschaft von Steyl, Ein Bild der ersten 25 Jahre ihres Bestehens [The Mission Society of Steyl,
A portrait of the first 25 yeas of its existence], Steyl 1900, pp. 196f). 

May 19 – Steyl
From this day on the religious services for the Brothers are in the lower church

in Steyl (Josef Alt, Arnold Janssen SVD, Briefe nach Südamerika (Letters to South America), vol. I, p. 132).

May 29 – New Guinea
In the 19th century three colonial powers had divided the big island of New

Guinea among themselves: Since 1828 the Netherlands had claimed the western
part of the island; in 1886 the eastern part of the island was divided between Eng-
land and Germany. The southern part, Papua, was taken over by England and the
northern part by Germany. According to the names of the colonial powers the three
parts of the island were called Dutch, English and German New Guinea. The German
(northern) part of the main island of New Guinea was called “Kaiser Wilhelmsland”
(Emperor William’s country). New Guinea is part of Melanesia and the first mission-
aries in the Apostolic Vicariate of Melanesia were French Marists. Later the Propa-
ganda got the French MSC (Missionaries of the Sacred Heart) to look after the
Apostolic Vicariate of Melanesia. In 1889 it was divided into the Apostolic Vicariate of
New Guinea for English New Guinea, and the Apostolic Vicariate of New Pomerania
for German New Guinea, covering Kaiser Wilhelmsland and the islands situated be-
fore mainland German New Guinea. Rabaul was the  colonial town and then also be-
came the ecclesiastical headquarters of the Vicariate. The French MSC worked in the
islands only. German Lutheran missionaries were working in Kaiser Wilhelmsland.

The German government did not like the presence of French missionaries in Ger-
man New Guinea and wanted Catholic German missionaries. Therefore the prefect of
the Propaganda in Rome, Cardinal Ledochowski, wrote to Fr. Arnold in Steyl on May
29, requesting him to send missionaries to Kaiser Wilhelmsland. The MSC mission-
aries had agreed to it, but with the condition: the establishment of a new Apostolic
Prefecture with the German SVD should be delayed until the German government had
allowed a German MSC foundation in Germany (Josef Alt, transl. Frank Mansfield, Jacqueline
Mulberge, Journey in Faith, Steyler Verlag, Nettetal 2002,  p.651f).  Eventually a German MSC foun-
dation was allowed in Hiltrup near Muenster.

May 30 – Letter to Superior becher in Argentina
Sisters
On May 30 Fr. Arnold informed Fr. Superior Becher that in the near future he

would send the first missionary sisters to Argentina.  “One of them is a qualified
teacher who will soon profess her vows; in autumn the others will have completed
their studies in those subjects which are necessary for teachers (including  history, ge-
ography, natural history…).”

The office of superior
In the same letter Fr. Arnold inquired how Fr. Becher was doing as superior. “The

office of a superior is a difficult one. But he must not lose courage; he must be prudent
and careful; often he has to put up for a while with something  he can’t change, but he
must always remain undeterredly aware of what has to be changed and work towards
it in the best way he can. If he trusts in God, in the end he will experience His help.”

The next General Chapter – Observation of the Rule
“When the General Chapter will be held, whether in 1896, 1897 or 1898, I don’t

know yet. But before the general chapter there has to be a provincial chapter, partic-
ularly if a delegate is to be elected. In any case, it will be good for you to prepare a
provincial chapter for 1896…  In all our houses you must insist on good observation
of the vita regularis (religious life) according to the Rule, particularly common morn-
ing and evening prayer and meditation…”(Alt, Arnold Janssen SVD, Briefe nach Südamerika (Let-
ters to South America), vol.I, pp. 125-127).

May 31 – Steyl
On this day Fr. Arnold received the letter of Cardinal Ledochowski regardingthe mis-

sion in Kaiser Wilhelmsland. “Arnold Janssen circulated the letter among the general coun-
cilors. For their better orientation, he included a map” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 652).

JUNE 1895 – June 1  -  Kaiser Wilhelmsland – New Gunea
On this day, at 7 am in the morning, Fr. Arnold and the general councilors 

accepted the offer of Cardinal Ledochoswski to take over the mission in Kaiser 
Wilhelmsland.

On June 5 Fr. Arnold informed the Cardinal of this decision (Alt, Journey in Faith, p.
653). But it would still take until 1896 before the first Steyl missionaries could travel
to Kaiser Wilhelmsland with Fr. Eberhard Limbrock as Prefect Apostolic.
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