
New Guinea – Kaiser Wilhelmsland and Argentina   -  February 10
On this day the Propaganda in Rome established the Apostolic Prefecture Kaiser-

Wilhelmsland (Jos. Alt, transl. Frank Mansfield, Jacqueline Mulberge, Journey in Faith, Steyler Verlag, 
Nettetal, 2002, p. 653).

In Argentina on this day, the feast of St. Scholastica, the first Argentinian woman, 
Miss Strassner, was accepted into the novitiate and received the habit; her name 
from then on was Sr. Rosa a Jesus (Mother Maria, Chronicle).     

Steyl – USA  --   February 13

On January 15, 1896, Br. Wendelin had informed Fr. Arnold that he had left the 
parish house in Hoboken and was now living alone “in the vicinity of his English 
instructor.” On January 18, the parish priest of Hoboken wrote to Arnold Janssen 
complaining about Br. Wendelin. So on February 13, Fr. Arnold wrote to Br. Wendelin: 

“Dear Brother, How did it happen, that you are no longer with the Reverend pastor at 
Hoboken? Is he still satisfied with you? It does not seem so to me. Do you listen to his 
advice? Are your personal belongings still at his place? Please, let me have an exact 
report about what has happened, that caused you to leave  him, and give the reason 
why you found this action necessary” (Jos. Alt, transl. Robert Pung SVD and Peter Spring, Arnold 
Janssen, SVD, Letters to the United States of America, Steyler Verlag Nettetal, 1998, p. 469).

Apostolic Prefecture Kaiser Wilhelmsland  –  February 22/24 

On February 22, Pope Leo XIII confirmed the establishment of the Apostolic 
Prefecture of Kaiser Wilhelmsland (Jos. Alt, transl. Frank Mansfield, Jacqueline Mulberge, Journey 
in Faith, p. 653).

On February 24, the Prefect of the Propaganda, Cardinal Ledochowski, signed the 
decree of the establishment of the Apostolic Prefecture Kaiser–Wilhelmsland and 
forwarded it together “with a cordial letter to Superior Janssen” (Bornemann, transl. John 
Vogelgesang, Arnold Janssen, Manila 1975, p. 310). 

In his accompanying letter the Cardinal informed Fr. Arnold  that the cardinals 
assembled in congress “demanded that Arnold Janssen submit the Rule” to Rome 
(Alt, Journey in Faith,  p. 239).

MARCH 1896
On March 3, 1896 the 36 year old German 

China missionary, Fr. Eberhard Limbrock, was 
appointed Prefect Apostolic of the Apostolic 

Prefecture Kaiser-Wilhelmsland 
(New Guinea) (Jos. Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 653).
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JANUARY 1896  --  Ecuador

January 9/23  1896
The two Divine Word Missionaries in Ecuador, Heinrich Neuenhofen and Heinrich 

Pierlo lived and worked during a politically very tense time. Whilst H. Neuenhofen 
was able to write to Fr. Arnold in Steyl on January 9, 1896 that in the course of [the 
last] months his fear for his life had more and more disappeared, this seems to have 
changed rather soon. For on January 23 he wrote to Fr. Arnold: “Without a decree of 
the government here and without having taken up contact with the [German] consul 
by telegram or letter, I will not leave; if the world belongs to the courageous, those 
who don’t give up should get at least a small piece of it” (Josef Alt, Arnold Janssen SVD, 
Briefe nach Südamerika [Letters to South America], vol. I, p. 163, footnote 8).

New Guinea – a new mission
Political and mission situation in the 19th century
Political situation
In the 19th century Holland/The Netherlands, Germany and England had divided 

the huge island of New Guinea amongst themselves: “From 1828 on Holland 
controlled the western half of the area. … The Eastern half was divided in 1886; 
the northern section was taken over by Germany and named Kaiser-Wilhelmsland 
[Emperor William country]; the southern, called Papua, was annexed by England”.  

“Kaiser-Wilhelmsland” was politically administered by the German trading company, 
the “Neuguinea Compagnie”. However it remained under the supreme supervision 
of the German Empire. In order to send missionaries to New Guinea or “Kaiser-
Wilhelmsland” Fr. Arnold had to negotiate with the New Guinea Company and the 
foreign office of the German government in Berlin. In 1890 the German government 
had established, as a department of the Foreign Office,  a Colonial Office whose 
director until October 1896 was Dr. Paul Kayser with whom Fr. Arnold was on very 
good terms (Josef Alt, transl. Frank Mihalic SVD, Arnold Janssen SVD, Letters to New Guinea and 
Australia, Analecta SVD – 79, Rome 2001, pp. XXX-XXXI).

Mission situation
On the mainland of the German protectorate of Kaiser Wilhelmsland/New Guinea 

two Lutheran mission societies were working: the Bavarian Neuendettelsauer mission 
society and the northern German Rhenish mission society (Wuppertal). The Steyl 
Divine Word Missionaries were the first Catholic missionaries there. 



On the islands in the Bismarck Archipelago that lay off the coast of the mainland, 
the Protestant Australian Methodist Missionaries were working and from 1881 on the 
French Catholic Missionaries of the Sacred Heart (MSC). 

January 16 - Letter of Fr. Arnold to Fr. Eberhard Limbrock in China

“In the summer of 1895, Cardinal Ledochowski requested that we take over 
German New Guinea, called Wilhelmsland, as a mission territory. It is supposed to 
be separated from English New Guinea and made into an independent apostolic 
prefecture.

In accordance with the unanimous opinion of the general council, I accepted this 
proposal. Since I had my eye on you as the future prefect, I wrote to Msgr. Anzer. In 
a letter dated October 19th; he has now declared himself agreeable to this, and is 
prepared to release you.

I hope that you are agreeable to this call as well. In addition to yourself, I have in 
mind two very good and zealous priests to help you: Revs. Vormann and Erdweg.

Since the Chinese have overrun all the islands between Asia and Australia, they 
will not be absent from there either: at least, not for long. Thus you will have an 
opportunity to make very good use of what you learned in China.

To be sure, Wilhelmsland is not so densely populated as China. However, after 
you have been there a while, you will achieve results almost as great. In this regard 
the Superior of the Antwerp Sacred Heart Missionaries [MSC] had something 
encouraging to tell me about the success their men have had in New Pomerania 
[today New Britain], which is also under German control. Almost the entire population 
of the place where they are has converted to the Catholic Church.

I am awaiting a word from the Secretary of the Propaganda, the official 
announcement that will erect an Apostolic Prefecture of Wilhelmsland; this should 
come in the course of this month or the next. I hope that, soon after, you will be 
named its prefect apostolic. Kindly inform me whether you will accept this dignity….”

Regarding travelling to New Guinea Fr. Arnold suggested that Fr. Limbrock, coming 
from China, and the priests and brothers appointed for New Guinea, coming from 
Steyl, should meet in Singapore and that from there they should travel together to 
New Guinea. 

In a P.S. Fr. Arnold adds: “We have acquired a fairly complete body of the literature 
on New Guinea.” The two priests, Vormann and Erdweg will bring it along. “On the 
ship you will have time to study it.” It would hardly pay to send it now (Jos. Alt, transl. Frank 
Mihalic, Vincent Fecher, Letters to China, Analecta 83/I, vol I, pp. 426-429). 

FEBRUARY 1896   --  Argentina – February 3/4
In January Mother Maria had informed Fr. Arnold about the first difficulties in the 

small sisters’ community in Argentina and she had requested that he write some 
fatherly  admonitions to the Sisters. This he did on Feb. 3 in a letter to all the sisters, 
and on Feb. 4 in a letter to Sr. Superior Andrea. To her he wrote: 

“Good Sr. Andrea! In all difficulties you must have good courage and take your 
refuge to God in prayer and tell the superiors frankly what the matter is all about. 

Through patience and with God’s help many things change with time, even though 
at first they seem, perhaps, to be an unbearable cross. Later, with gratitude towards 
God you notice how roses have blossomed from all the thorns.

Therefore, courage and confidence in God, and no tears when things don’t go 
smoothly. Everything comes with time. Every beginning is difficult. Everything truly 
good must grow in cross and suffering” (Jos. Alt, Arnold Janssen SVD, Briefe nach Südamerika 
[Letters to South America], vol. I, pp. 161.162).

February 6  --  Letter of Mother Maria to Sr. Andrea
In response to a letter of Sr. Andrea Mother Maria wrote her:

“Some things that I read in your letter, made me very happy; but I was all the more 
saddened by the small disagreements which have occurred. …

Dear Sr, Andrea, certainly you will do all you can so that true sisterly love will be 
practiced. Seek to restore it where it has suffered somewhat. …

It is true, you must be very careful when you admonish and correct. When you 
notice that you are a bit worked up, then try to keep calm. Don’t give a reproach then. 
Control your movements well. Rather, pray to God the Holy Spirit, to the most humble 
and mild Mother of God and to Saint Francis de Sales. Once you are calm, then in a 
gentle way you may draw the attention to a point. If you must reproach a sister, then 
tell her also, that you say that to her out of love and from your sense of duty and never 
let a sister go away from you without having given her clear proof of your motherly 
benevolence. Try to console wherever you can…”

“Remember often our holy patron, St. Francis de Sales. I believe that this saint had 
to win a more difficult battle. Therefore, courage and trust in God” (Ortrud Stegmaier, ed., 

M. Maria Stollenwerk, Briefe an die Schwestern [Letters to the Sisters], Quellen [sources]1, pp. 42-46). 

 Steyl – China
South Shantung missionaries  had complained to Fr. Arnold about Bishop Anzer. 

On February 6, Fr. Arnold, as his “spiritual father in Christ” wrote him “a few words of 
earnest admonition”. First, however, he praised the Bishop: “We all know that you have 
laboured zealously in China, and not spared yourself. We recognize that, with thanks 
rendered to God and Your Episcopal Grace. Furthermore, you do have so much that is 
good about you.” And then the admonitions follow: For instance, he should ask himself, 
if he didn’t speak  about his own honor more frequently and more incessantly than was 
right; “in the process you were putting others down, often under circumstances that 
were bitter and painful for well-meaning people.” Furthermore, he should ask himself, 
if he didn’t let others feel his power most painfully by giving them harsh orders which 
were actually impossible for that person to carry out. And yet, those orders were given 
in the strictest possible form, like: under obedience,; or: under threat of suspension”, 
that is “automatic withdrawal from the exercise of priestly faculties.” 

Finally, he concluded this letter in a conciliatory way: “With friendly  greetings and 
all affection, while I beg Your episcopal blessing,

Your Episcopal Grace’s friend and confrere in the Lord, Arnold Janssen” (Jos. Alt, 
transl. Frank Mihalic, Vincent Fecher, Arnold Janssen SVD – Letters to China, vol. I, pp. 430-433). 
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