
U S A  –  Letter of Fr. Arnold to Br. Wendelin Meyer
On May 2, 1896 Fr. Arnold wrote to Br. Wendelin: “Father Blum will already have 

informed you that it is better for Brother Homobonus to remain at home for the time 
being, at least  until autumn…. Since I have doubts about the property in Jersey City 
from the viewpoint of health, I cannot assume responsibility for it, and must therefore 
decide against its purchase, at least for the time being. … You should now intensify 
your prayers all the more so that God, the Holy Spirit, may lead you to the right place 
and enable you to recognize where He wants us to be” (Josef Alt, transl. Robert Pung SVD, 
Peter Spring, Steyler Verlag, Nettetal, 1998, pp. 4-5).

On May 15, Br. Wendelin answered Fr. Arnold: He could no longer remain without 
help. ”It is also beginning to become all too apparent to the gentlemen [the secular 
clergy of the diocese] that I have been sitting here by myself for so long a time. That is 
a puzzle to them, and trust in me cannot grow as a result (ibid., p. 6, footnote 1 to letter 3).

Berlin – Rome – Kaiser Wilhelmsland
Gratitude of the government in Berlin
On May 13, the imperial government in Berlin, through its representative von 

Bülow, thanked Cardinal Ledochowski for setting up a prefecture and consigning it 
to Steyl; for it placed great importance “on mission societies working in its colonies 
having a German character and whose members are German imperial citizens”(Josef 
Alt, transl. Frank Mihalic, Letters to New Guinea and Australia, p. XXXVI).

In search of a location to build a new mission house in Germany

Holy Cross mission seminary was situated in Neisse, Silesia, today Nyssa in Poland. 
In the time of Fr. Arnold, Silesia was part of Germany and therefore the mission house 
was considered the first German mission house outside of Steyl. In 1896 Fr. Arnold 
was looking for a location to build a second mission house in Germany. On May 
16, he therefore went to Hoexter (diocese of Paderborn), “to inspect the old Corvey 
Abbey, one of many offers he had received. The abbey was  unsuitable and also too 
expensive.”  From then on his interest focused on Letmathe, “a town in the Lenne 
River Valley, not far from where the Lenne flows into the Ruhr River, on the edge of the 
Ruhr industrial area.” The parish priest of Letmathe had called Fr. Arnold’s attention 
to a farm there that was for sale. It was well-located for the Society’s purposes.  So 
on May 17 Fr. Arnold visited the parish priest and his assistant in Letmathe to have a 
look at the property (Bornemann, transl. John Vogelgesang,  Arnold Janssen, Manila 1975, p. 328.).
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MARCH  1896  –  China – South Shantung

On March 5, 1896 Fr. Arnold appointed Fr. Joseph Freinademetz “Quasi Visitator” 
for the Chinese province of the Society. In his letter of appointment he wrote:

“I feel compelled to give you the following task. Perhaps, you are aware that one or 
the other confrere over there is having problems regarding both in obeying the rule 
and the keeping of the vows themselves.  This state of affairs moves me to send you 
as my representative to each individual confrere, charging all of them to come to you 
on this occasion in order to make their ratio confidentialis (confidential ratio)before 
you as my representative. 

At the same time, I admonish everyone to speak openly about things, if they are 
content, and if not, then to say what grounds they have for complaint. You, however, 
will seek to strengthen them in the good spirit and in the faithful observance of the 
rule, and insofar as you can, to give them comfort and counsel.

While deputizing you to this duty in the Province of South Shantung, I am  not 
combining with it the authority to make regulations; but rather, you have the duty 
of reporting to me where you think such regulations are called for, in matters which 
concern the rule and the Society. 

I hope that the confreres will meet you halfway, and place in you the confidence 
befitting your age, your good example thus far, and the work which you have taken 
upon yourself for the spread of the Holy Faith (Josef Alt, transl. Frank Mihalic, Vincent Fecher,  
Letters to China, vol. I, p. 445).

Ecuador  –  Letter of Fr. Arnold to Fr. Neuenhofen in Ecuador

On March 6, 1896 Fr. Arnold wrote to Fr. Neuenhofen: “I very much approve and 
thank God that he gave you such great courage so that you don’t give way a bit. I 
ask you to continue doing so. At the same time be friendly to everyone, even your 
opponents, insofar as it is possible, and avoid any unnecessary challenge; but where 
it is necessary, be courageous. The longer you can remain there, the better for the 
immortal souls whose last refuge you are. …

I am glad that you support the Bishop. In case you have to leave Ecuador, you can 
judge for yourself, if you can work somewhere else where the government is better, 
for instance in Columbia; if not, you can go to Argentina and place yourself at the 
disposal of Fr. Becher. Or would you like to move to Northern America (United States) 
if you can’t stay in Ecuador?” (Josef Alt, Briefe nach Südamerika (Letters to South America), vol I, 
pp. 164-165). 



Steyl – Argentina  –  Letter of Mother Maria to the Sisters in Argentina

In her letter Mother Maria seeks to help the first missionary sisters working outside 
of Steyl; she wants to give them courage for the fulfillment of their missionary task 
as she writes for instance: “Dear Sisters, hopefully all of you are doing fine and enjoy 
all–round health.” She addresses each sister by name and comments shortly on 
each one’s missionary task, for instance: “The good Sisters Scholastica, Xaveria and 
Strassner (until now I don’t know her religious name –[she was the first Argentinian 
novice]) hopefully will teach truly constructively in school.” And finally: “Hopefully 
you are completely in your element, and are  truly convinced that you are just there 
[as superior, teacher, cook] in that place and that office which our dear Lord has 
determined for you from all eternity, dearly beloved sisters.  Let us seek to impress 
this often clearly on our minds, particularly then when we find the one or other thing 
pretty difficult.” Furthermore, Mother Maria gives a report about the new building 
next to the old convent: “In the biggest room of the new building it looks rather like a 
factory. Many sisters are pretty busy there, folding, pasting, stapling, etc. [of the Steyl 
magazines] (Ortrud Stegmaier, M.Maria Stollenwerk, Briefe an die Schwestern (Letters to the Sisters), 
pp. 48-49).
Steyl – Kaiser Wilhelmsland /New Guinea

Letter to Fr. Limbrock
On March 12 Fr. Arnold wrote to Fr. Eberhard Limbrock, the first appointed 

Prefect Apostolic of Kaiser Wilhelmsland/New Guinea, who still was in China. He 
congratulated him on his appointment as Prefect Apostolic: “Without doubt this 
appointment will bring you many unpleasant worries and tasks; but I hope, also many 
delightful joys. After all, man is made for work….”He told him to write to the director of 
the colonial office in Berlin, as well as to the chairman of the New Guinea Company 
[a German trading company which administered New Guinea politically]. He should 
inform Cardinal Ledochowski of the Propaganda that he accepted the office of Prefect 
Apostolic. Finally he wrote him: “For my part I herewith appoint you provincial of the 
new province or quasi-province of the Society,…”. In a PS. Fr. Arnold added: “For the 
time being consider your appointment as provincial a temporary one,  because in 
principle I reserve to myself the right, to separate the office of provincial superior from 
the office of ecclesiastical superior” (cf. Josef Alt, transl. Frank Mihalic SVD, Arnold Janssen SVD, 
Letters to New Guinea and Australia, Rome 2001, pp. 6-8).

China – South Shantung  –  Letter to Bishop Anzer

On March 12 Fr. Arnold informed Bishop Anzer  about the official appointment of 
Fr. Limbrock as Apostolic Prefect of Kaiser Wilhelmsland. Yet the main topic of this 
letter was the appointment of Fr. Freinademetz as quasi visitator: “And then I have 
been moved by the difficulties which have arisen in your province over these last years, 
as well as by the general necessity which anyhow shows up everywhere where the 
ecclesiastical leadership and that of the Society are both in the same hands (Anzer 
was bishop and provincial superior). [Namely I have been moved] to send a deputy 
as my representative to all the members of the Society in South Shantung. Since I 

need a personality for this job, who is well acquainted with conditions there, I seem 
to have no other choice than to take Rev. Freinademetz for it. Since he is at the same 
time one of your subjects, I have not granted him the authority to issue necessary 
and salutary regulations – which otherwise goes with being a visitator. Instead, I have 
deputized him as my representative to the individual members of the Society in South 
Shantung; and only for the purpose more clearly described in my open letter to him, 
a copy of which is enclosed. And now my request to Your Grace as Provincial is this: 
that you give all possible support to Rev. Freinademetz in fulfilling the task entrusted 
to him….” (Josef Alt, transl. Frank Mihalic, Vincent Fecher, Letters to China, vol. I, pp. 449-450).

APRIL 1896  –  St. Gabriel

Building of a new church
On April 19, 1896 the Mayor of Maria Enzersdorf demanded a stop to the building 

of the new Holy Spirit Church, since two letters of protest had been sent against.
To canvass for more support, the rector of St. Gabriel, the founder’s brother John 

Janssen visited Grand Duchess Maria Theresia. “She will recommend the building of 
the church to the Prime Minister Badini, who is at the same time interior minister, and 
to the Emperor” (Josef Alt, Die Geschichte des Missionshauses St. Gabriel (The History of St. Gabriel’s 
mission house), p. 61). 

Ecuador  –  Letter of Fr. Neuenhofen to Fr. Arnold
April 24, Fr. Neuenhofen wrote from Iipijapa to Fr. Arnold: “Arrived here this night at 

1 am. I have not yet met Fr. Pierlo (his fellow missionary from Steyl) but I expect him 
any moment. Here I live in the parish house…During my last journey I spoke about my 
situation with one of the first ranking politicians of the province.  In his opinion I would 
do better to take a ship and leave… If I delayed, I would most probably be arrested. I 
would be tortured and if I complained to the consul, immediately 25 men would be 
willing to testify with an oath that I was not maltreated. For the time being I do not 
share the opinion of this man even though he speaks from the richest experience. 

I still hope for success. I, therefore, will see what seems to be best. In any case, 
the danger to my life increases considerably. The Vicar General, who is in hiding, and 
I myself are the most hated and threatened people. But neither he nor I have given 
any cause for such grim hate” (Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote [Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart], 23, 
No. 10, July 1896, p. 107).

Steyl  – Kaiser Wilhelmsland /New Guinea

A pre-fabricated house for the mission

On April 23, mission procurator Fr. Hermann auf der Heide asked a certain Mr. 
Kraetke, who knew Kaiser Wilhelmsland from his own experience over there, for 
advice about building houses and necessary furniture. “According to his information 
a prefabricated house was built in Steyl and then dismantled for shipment”(Josef Alt, 
transl. Frank Mihalic, Letters to New Guinea and Australia, p. XXXVI).

M AY  1896
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