
Basic Attitude of the Apostleship of Prayer
At the request of the Director of the Apostleship of Prayer for Germany and Austria,

Fr. Malfatti SJ, Arnold Janssen became the Apostleship’s Director for his home diocese
of Muenster. Working for the Apostleship, he, as well as all its members including 
Helena Stollenwerk, was moved by the Word of St. Paul: “The attitude you should have
is the one that Christ Jesus had” (Phil 2:5 – Good News Bible). What does it mean to have
the attitude of Christ Jesus? In the already often quoted book, “The Apostleship of
Prayer: A Holy League of Christian Hearts United with the Heart of Jesus, to obtain
the triumph of the Church and the salvation of souls,” (London 1866) Fr. Ramière writes:
To have the attitude of Jesus means to walk in his footsteps “and model our senti-
ments, language, and actions upon His” (p. 258).  Jesus’ life was and still is an “entirely
apostolic life”. 

Having descended from heaven for the salvation of the world, He had nothing
but this in view during the whole of His mortal life; it is also the only goal of His 
glorified life in heaven, and of His life of sacrifice in the tabernacle … The glory of
God the Father is the end and supreme objective of all His labours and aspirations,
which with Him is inseparable from the sanctification  of men, His brethren. His
zeal for both is the same (ibid., p. 259). 

If we want to follow Jesus, 
our only means of doing so is ardently to desire the salvation of souls, and to

pray, labour, and suffer for it as He did; for our labours and sentiments will only 
resemble His, inasmuch as they be apostolic in their nature (ibid.) We must clothe
ourselves with His spirit, we must make our interests one with His (p. 260).
How exactly did Jesus work for the salvation of people and of the world and how

can we do it?
It is most certain, Fr. Ramière writes, “that the Incarnate Word did not less effica-

ciously work the world’s salvation by the most humble labours of His hidden life, than
He did by the more brilliant labours of His public life.” For “all His actions were equally
meritorious, being animated by an equally pure intention and equally ardent zeal”
(ibid.).  In the same way we, too, can contribute to the salvation of the world through
EVERYTHING we do, through our whole life and not only through some particularly
outstanding deeds.  
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INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE

DIWALI , the FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS

Diwali, the “festival of lights” is the most  wide-
spread Hindu feast (end of October). Small
earthenware oil lamps (Diwa) are its most
important symbol. People celebrate the vic-
tory of light over darkness, good over evil. 
[cf.www,wien.gv.at/integration/kalender/
oktober.html- 31.01.2008) On the occasion of
the Diwali festival in 2007, Jean-Louis Car-
dinal Tauran, the new president of the Pontifi-
cal Council for Interreligious Dialogue, sent
this message (here are some excerpts):

Dear Hindu Friends,
As Diwali approaches, your religious feast,
I am sure all of you in your respective families,
neighbourhoods and communities will be 
taking time to share your joy with one another.
On behalf of the Pontifical Council for Inter-
religious Dialogue I am happy to have this op-
portunity, for the first time since taking office,
to send you my greetings. Sensitive to your 
religious feelings and respectful of your an-
cient religious tradition, I sincerely hope that
your search for the Divine, symbolized
through the celebration of Diwali, will help you
to overcome darkness with light, untruth with
truth and evil with goodness.
The world around us is yearning for peace. Re-
ligions promise peace because they trace
their origin to God who, according to Christian
belief, is our peace. Can we, as believers of
different religious traditions, not work toge-
ther to receive God’s gift of peace and to
spread it around us so that the world beco-
mes a better place for all people to live? …
Forming believers first of all to discover the
full dimensions and depth of their own reli-
gion, and then encouraging them to know
other believers as well constitutes an impor-
tant challenge for religious communities com-

mitted to building world peace. Let us not for-
get that ignorance is the first and, perhaps,
the principal enemy in the life of believers,
while the combined contribution of every en-
lightened believer provides a rich resource for
lasting peace.
Like all human relationships, those between
people of different religions need to be nour-
ished by regular meetings, patient listening,
collaborative action, and above all, by an atti-
tude of mutual respect. Accordingly, we must
work to build bonds of friendship, as indeed
must the adherents of all religions. … In situ-
ations of misunderstanding, people need to
come together and communicate with one
another, in order to clarify, in a fraternal and
friendly spirit, their respective beliefs, aspira-
tions and convictions. Only through dialogue,
avoiding all forms of prejudice and stereoty-
ped ideas about others and by faithful witness
to our religious precepts and teaching, can we
truly overcome conflicts. Dialogue between
followers of different religions is the neces-
sary path today, indeed  it is the only appropri-
ate path for us as believers. Together, in
collaboration, we can do much to build a 
society of harmony and a world of peace.
Dear Hindu Friends, the hand I warmly extend
to greet you on the occasion of your feast is
also a gesture of willingness on the part of the
Catholic Church to meet and collaborate with
you, your families, your community leaders
and all followers of the Sanatana dharma [i.e.
the eternal religion; it teaches that there is
only one God of all human beings], in order to
promote harmony in society and peace in the
world. Once again, I wish each one of you a
happy Diwali.
(vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils /interelg/do-
cuments/rc_pc_inte... 31.01.08)
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The practice of the Apostleship of Prayer, therefore, consists simply in this: 
Namely, in as frequently and with as much ardour as possible uniting our inten-

tions with those of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, in offering up all our works in union
with His for the divine glory and the salvation of souls … (pp. 260-261).
Arnold Janssen had united his intentions with those of the Sacred Heart of Jesus;

his hope was that in the diocese of Muenster he would be able to convince many 
people to do the same for ‘the glory of God and the salvation of souls’; and so he went
from parish to parish, covering many stretches of his apostolic journey on foot 
(see Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, p . 22). 

From 1867 to 1873 his efforts in recruiting members for the Apostleship of Prayer
resulted in the enrollment of about 660 members. The names of these people and
some of their addresses are listed in the “register of persons I introduced to the 
practice of the Apostleship of prayer” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 32). 

Introduction to the practice of the Apostleship of Prayer
To introduce people to the practice of the Apostleship of prayer meant for Arnold

Janssen first of all to convince them of the importance and value of holy Mass; holy
Mass is “the chief devotional exercise of the Apostleship of Prayer”, Fr. Ramière writes
(The Apostleship of Prayer…p. 264). For in holy Mass people unite themselves with the sacri-
fice of Jesus and offer themselves with Jesus to the Father, “as he offers himself”:
that is “for the salvation of the whole world” (ibid., p. 263). “We go then each day to holy
Mass that we may there assimilate the apostolic spirit whose influence will extend to
all our other actions” (cf. ibid., p. 265).

To introduce people to the practice of the Apostleship of Prayer, then, also meant
that Arnold had to persuade them to practice spiritual reading. Regarding spiritual rea-
ding in the spirit of the Apostleship Fr. Ramière writes: 

“If we would make our spiritual reading in the spirit of the Apostleship, we must
not be satisfied with reading for our own advantage and pleasure alone”; but we
must “take a lively interest in all that relates to the glory of God, and the good of
the Church; we must study her history…., we must anxiously follow her present
struggles with the world; we must be interested in her persecutions and dangers
as affecting all her members; we must be indifferent to nothing which regards her
or the salvation of souls; we must rejoice at every fresh undertaking with which
God inspires man for this end, and at all the means employed for its attainment;
we must show a holy enthusiasm in becoming acquainted with every detail of the
lives of those saints who have served God and the Church with the greatest zeal;
we must be familiar with them, and excite ourselves to walk in their steps and imi-
tate their devotedness (cf. ibid., pp. 268-269).
In order to introduce people to the practice of the Apostleship of Prayer, Arnold 

Janssen had to make them familiar with those prayers which “by their nature appear
to be more closely allied than others” to the spirit of the Apostleship, “and which 
consequently must be particularly dear to the associates of the Apostleship; such,
especially, are the Angelus, the Rosary, and the Way of the Cross” (ibid., p. 274). 

Regarding the Rosary Arnold remembers:
I worked especially for an increase in the spirit of intercessory prayer so that

people would offer their usual prayers, for example the rosary, for the intentions
of Jesus. With this in mind I worked out five intentions for the offering of the rosary.
These were widely disseminated and were used in many churches, sometimes 
during school Masses (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 32).
“The five intentions were not directly related to the mysteries as such. For the first

decade [of the rosary] the intention was ‘the extension of God’s love and kingdom on
earth’. The second was for missionaries, priests and bishops of holy Church, that the
Lord may bless them and fill them with zeal for the salvation of souls’. The third ‘for
the conversion of sinners, the consolation of the afflicted, assistance to the needy
and oppressed, and for progress in virtue of the just’. The fourth ‘for God’s blessing
on all Christian families, communities, institutions
and houses of religious, that all may serve God in
peace and gain eternal happiness’. The fifth ‘for the
triumph of God’s cause over its enemies everywhere,
and that the erring may be brought back to the
bosom of holy Church’” (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, p. 26).

Arnold Janssen supported his work for the Apost-
leship of Prayer with prayer leaflets and  devotional
booklets, among them a little “Manual of common
prayer – containing morning and evening prayer, 
way of the cross and rosary intentions, to be used 
by members of the Apostleship of Prayer and all
pious Christians.”  A further booklet was the First 
Friday Manual or Short Devotion to the Sacred Heart
of our Savior for use on First Fridays (Bornemann, Arnold
Janssen, p. 25). 

Print impressions of the prayer leaflets “ran to
large figures: 10000, 12000, 25000, 50000. Size-
able shipments were sent to Switzerland and Aus-
tria” (ibid., p. 26). 

This picture of Our Lady was commis-
sioned by Arnold Janssen and used
in a number of his publications.

Fo r  y ou r  r e f l e c t i o n
Arnold Janssen says:
The proclamation of the Good News is the first and supreme act of charity.
Missionaries are ambassadors of God’s Love. They are to proclaim the great deeds of God
and build up the Kingdom of God’s Love.  
The joy of the Holy Spirit be with you! – Joyful  people are strong in the practice of charity.
Josef Freinademetz says:
That Christ may be formed within us – that is and will always be my prayer.
Our prayer life can be summarized in the words: Think like Jesus, judge like Jesus, love like
Jesus, act like Jesus.
I do not consider being a missionary a sacrifice that I offer to God, but the greatest grace God
has given me.



SICKNESS and DEATH of  FR.  JOSEPH  FREINADEMETZ
On June 5, 1907 a typhoid epidemic broke out in Yenchowfu. Daily Fr. Freinademetz

visited the sick in the hospital.
Wednesday, January 15, 1908

Sr. Alberta SSpS (Yenchowfu) recalls:
On January 15, Sister had asked for a priest to see a 

seriously ill girl. Fr. Freinademetz was the one who came,
even though his legs were already swollen. “Why are you co-
ming yourself?” Freinademetz replied: “You are not scared;
so why should I be scared of being infected?” Then he went
into the room where ten children were lying and gave holy
communion to the seriously sick girl; afterwards he talked to
the patients. He stayed in the room for about 10 minutes.
I believe it was then that he caught the disease. On January
16 he went to Taikia (Bornemann, Erinnerungen an P. Josef Freinade-
metz [Remembering Fr. Josef Freinadetz], Steyler Verlag St. Augustin 1974,
p. 129).

Thursday, January 16
Fr. Freinademetz left Yenchowfu for Taikia. He did not feel well (see Bornemann, As

wine poured out, Blessed Joseph Freinademetz SVD, Missionary in China 1879-1908, p. 480).

Friday, January 17
In spite of not feeling well, Fr. Freinademetz went to Tsining to conduct the annual

examination at the catechist school. At the beginning of the examination he spoke
about the great examination “that awaits all of us after our death and is decisive for
our eternity”. Then he held the examinations until noon and again in the afternoon for
three hours.

He complained of a headache and when he did that, it had to be a bad one. Yet he
still took care of some correspondence and wrote an extensive report to Bishop 
Henninghaus who happened to be in Europe at that time (Bornemann, As wine poured out…,
p. 480). He began the letter with the words: 

Special Edition: 100th anniversary of the death of Joseph Freinademetz

Sacred Heart of Jesus and to his beloved patron saints. In the middle of the night he
asked to confess once more” (Henninghaus, P. Jos. Freinademetz S.V.D…., p. 633-634). He shrank
from indicating the real cause of his pain to the doctor “until finally Brother Ulrich put
his foot down and persuaded him to allow the physician to perform a medical opera-
tion”  (Bornemann, As wine poured out…, p. 483).
Tuesday, January 28

In the morning Dr. Lyon performed the required medical operation. “Immediately
a great relief followed, then complete exhaustion. By noon he could no longer speak
a word. In the late afternoon his breathing became quieter, but also more broken”
(Bornemann, As wine poured out…, p. 483).

In the biography of Fr. Freinademetz, Bornemann wrote that Father “never did have
a real death agony” (ibid.). However in the “Erinnerungen” (“Remembering Fr. Josef
Freinademetz”) Bornemann quotes Fr. Buddenbrock who recalled the death of Fr. Frei-
nademetz in this way: 

Father “had a long death agony. We were standing around his bed and praying.
You could hear the death rattle. Prayers were said, but one could not notice if he 
reacted to them, until after some long sighs he surrendered his soul into the hands of
his Creator. Fr. Hufnagel was sitting next to the bed, and it was he who closed his eyes”
(Bornemann, Erinnerungen an P. Josef Freinademetz, p.133).

It was shortly before six in the evening
when Fr. Freinademetz passed away.
Saturday, February 1

Burial of Fr. Freinademetz. Father
Theodore Bücker was the celebrant of the
solemn Requiem Mass (Bornemann, As wine
poured out …, p. 484).

“The grave had been prepared at the
place that had been his favorite spot in his
lifetime: at the feet of the crucified savior”,
under the 12th station of the Way of the
Cross (Henninghaus, P. Jos. Freinademetz S.V.D….
pp. 636-637).

- 1 -- 6 -

Precious is the Life
given to Mission
Motto of the Centennial Year

Publisher: Jürgen Ommerborn SVD
Secretariat Arnold Janssen, Steyl/Netherlands
Fotos SVD – Layout: Clemens Jansen SVD

SECRETARIAT  ARNOLD JANSSEN STEYLSECRETARIAT  ARNOLD JANSSEN STEYL
Missionshaus Steyl Missiehuis St. Michaël
Postfach 2460 St. Michaëlstraat 7
D-41311 Nettetal NL-5935 BL Steyl
Germany Netherlands

January 2008



“From Tsining where I am busy examining the students of the catechist school, a
few lines may not displease Your Grace. The mission wagon is taking its usual course
through all kinds of crosses and sufferings” (Henninghaus, P. Jos. Freinademetz S.V.D., Sein
Leben und Wirken (His life and work), Verlag der katholischen Mission, Yenchowfu, 1920, p. 628).

Then followed a report about some rather important matters and he concluded
the letter with the wish:

“May your Grace time and again bless your flock and pray for it; may the good Lord
accompany your every step, render your arduous labors fruitful for yourself and for
South Shantung and may he lead you very soon safe and sound back into our midst!”
He concluded the letter with those humble words “infimus in Christo filius”[your least
son in Christ] (cf. Bornemann, As wine poured out …, p. 480). “These are the last words which
I received from my dearest friend and most faithful confrere”, wrote Bishop Henning-
haus (Henninghaus, P. Jos. Freinademetz…, p. 629).
Saturday, January 18

In the morning Fr. Freinademetz resumed the examinations, but soon he could not
go on and had to stop. In the afternoon he locked himself in his room – something he
had never done before. He participated in the evening meal, knelt in the church until
8 pm and then retired (cf. Bornemann, As wine poured out, pp. 480-481). 
Fr. Stangier recalls: 

Fr. Freinademetz “went to bed, and I took him a petroleum stove; for he was meant
to perspire. He did not want the stove. However, I lit it. About 10 pm I took it away and
left the room” (Bornemann, Erinnerungen an P. Josef Freinademetz, p. 130). 

Sunday, January 19, Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus
For the last time in his life Fr. Freinademetz was able to celebrate Holy Mass. 
Bro. Ulrich who was in charge of the infirmary in Taikia visited him and they agreed

that it would be better for him to return to Taikia and stay in his own room there. In the
afternoon Fr. Freinademetz left Tsining for Taikia. Getting into the wagon he said: “This
is my last journey.” On arrival in Taikia he said, “There, now I have gotten to the end;
the next move is upward” (Bornemann, As wine poured out…, p. 481).  
Monday, January 20

During the night of Sunday to Monday Fr. Freinademetz had a high temperature, yet
on Monday morning he felt better. 

He was well aware that death was at hand, so he gave his last instructions in a let-
ter which was to be opened only after his death:

“Fr. Vilsterman was to be his interim successor in both offices, mission administra-
tor and religious superior, “until authorities ordain otherwise”. At the end of the year
the business office had informed him that he could dispose of personal funds to the
amount of more than a thousand marks. “I would like to ask the procurator to distri-
bute this small sum among all the missionaries with the request to be kind enough in
turn to say one Holy Mass for my soul.” In conclusion he begged all confreres sincerely
and wholeheartedly for forgiveness “for innumerable shortcomings, coldness, unkind-

whom Fr. Stenz had called. “He again prescribed cold tub baths and administered 
injections” (Bornemann, As wine poured out…, p. 482).

“I had to fill the bath tub with cold water”, Mr. Wang recalls, “above the bath they
put a big linen cloth. Then I left the room and waited.” Four Brothers lifted the sick
priest into the bath tub. Earlier I had still said to Fr. Freinademetz: “Father, you must
not take a bath! You have lost so much weight, you won’t be able to stand it. If you
were healthy, it would perhaps be all right; but now you won’t be able to stand it!” 
Father first remained silent, but then he said, “One must obey.” … After the cold bath
Father was wrapped in blankets, but he could not perspire any more…” (Bornemann, Erin-
nerungen an P. Josef Freinademetz, p. 133). 

“From there on Dr. Lyon took over the treatment; he came from Tsining to Taikia 
several times, also stayed overnight, and looked after the patient in an extraordinary
manner” (Bornemann, As wine poured out …, p. 482-483).

During the first days of his sickness Father still prayed the breviary. However, finally
Bro. Ulrich took it away from him for it was too strenuous for him to do so. According to
Fr. Noyen, Fr. Freinademetz shed bitter tears when he told him that he should  not pray
the breviary any longer since it was too much of an effort for him. “It was that particular
breviary which he had used from the day that he had been ordained a sub-deacon,
that means for more than 32 years” (Bornemann, P. Josef Freinademetz (German biography), 
p. 761, endnote 8).

Saturday, January 25
The condition of Fr. Freinademetz had deteriorated so much that everybody gave up

hope. The confreres recited the prayers for the dying. However, after a few injections
by the doctor his condition improved. “When Father Freinademetz, who by then had
been unconscious for hours, recovered consciousness, he said: ‘Thank the physician’.
Dr. Lyon, who heard this from the adjoining room, dissolved into tears” (cf. Bornemann,
As wine poured out…, p. 483).

Sunday, January 26
The condition of Fr. Freinademetz once again gave cause for hope. 

Monday, January 27
In the course of the morning Fr. Freinademetz became increasingly weak. “The

priests from Yenchowfu and the nearer mission stations, who could easily take time off
at the end of the Chinese year, came to visit their mortally ill superior” (Bornemann, As wine
poured out…., p. 483). Fr. Bücker, the senior missionary among those present, expressed
the gratitude of all and asked Father’s blessing for the mission. “We all promise to con-
tinue working in your spirit.” To this Father Freinademetz said: “You wish to continue
working in my spirit? I was far from doing everything well”(ibid.).

“The pain he had suffered during recent days increased. It was caused especially
by a bladder ailment” (Bornemann, As wine poured out…, p. 483).  “Sometimes he was moaning
loudly with unbearable pain, then with short prayers he turned to God, to the Most 
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ness, and a thousand omissions which are absolutely incompatible with the post
which I quite undeservedly held in South Shantung … For the rest I die with full confi-
dence in the mercy of the divine heart and in the intercession of his and my [heavenly]
Mother, Mary, together with that of my patron saint and patron of the dying, Joseph.
Of all my confreres in our holy vocation, I kindly beg a memento as often as they have
the grace to offer the sacrifice of reconciliation. May a beautiful heaven unite us all
in aeternum et ultra – for all eternity.” He signed the letter, “Taikia, 20 January 1908,
from my sickbed, Joseph Freinademetz.” In a further letter he begged the Chinese
priests of the vicariate for forgiveness for his manifold faults. Then he received the 
sacraments of the dying” (cf. Bornemann, As wine poured out…, pp. 481-482).

Fr. Freinademetz requested, “that the pictures of those whom he had so deeply
loved and venerated throughout his life should be hung above his bed: a painting of
the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, of St. Joseph. Finally he asked for a painting of the
holy guardian angel. “My holy guardian angel”, he said, “has given me so much pro-
tection and help throughout my life; now as I die I also want to see his picture near me”
(Henninghaus, P. Jos. Freinademetz S.V.D., p. 630). 

From Yenchowfu he had a booklet  brought to him, which he cherished very much,
on “Preparation for a happy death” and one of the priests had to read to him from it
(ibid., p. 631).
Tuesday, January 21

Fr. Freinademetz wrote to the former procurator Fr. Röser in Yenchowfu:
“Am writing you from my bed, sick with typhus it seems; early yesterday evening my

temperature was 39°; by now I have perspired somewhat; no doubt I will meanwhile
have to prepare myself for my last hours. Fiat voluntas Dei summi omnipotentis – May
the will of God, supreme and almighty, be done” (Bornemann, As wine poured out…, p. 482).

“It is really touching to see,” so Bishop Henninghaus wrote, “how he cared about
the sick in the girls’ institute in Yenchowfu. Among other things he wrote:

“The room for the sick young women must have a stove. When you are sick your-
self, you feel what does you good; and we owe the Chinese the same; since we have
come to serve.”

Then he ordered the rooms to be disinfected and the girl students to be sent home;
at the end he wrote: “I would appreciate it if you did not wait for the return of Fr. Vils-
terman in order to carry out these directives; periculum in mora – there is danger in
waiting.” 

A little later he wrote again to Fr. Röser:
“Yesterday I perspired pretty much. The night was very bad. This morning I feel

better, but my temperature is still 39.9°. In case I die, I left everything in writing.
Please, take care of the matter of Si-tschang. Enclosed is my reply to the Prefect. Tell
him I am sick. – Please send our printed Catalogus fructuum to Fr. Moidrey in Zi-ka-
wei. I must close now. Please do everything as you see fit. Asking for your prayer Y[our]
R[everend’s] J[oseph] F[reinademetz]”” (Henninghaus, P. Jos. Freinademetz S.V.D., p. 632).

Bishop Henninghaus adds the remark: “The letter was written with a shaking hand.
It is the handwriting of a dying man. But still, Fr. Freinademetz was concerned for the
Mission, but most of all he was concerned about his own soul” (ibid.).

To Tsingtau Fr. Freinademetz wrote:
“Have been sick for five days with typhus. When  I am dead, be sure not to forget

me. Pray for me” (Bornemann, As wine poured out…, p. 482)

During the week Fr. Freinademetz confessed several times. Fr. Noyen celebrated
Holy Mass daily in a room adjoining Fr. Freinademetz’s room and gave him holy com-
munion. “At the beginning the sick priest spoke of dying more often with anxiety and
fear …. During the last days he became calm and said: “How beautiful to be a Catholic.
If one has done one’s duty and one’s utmost, the good God must needs be merciful.
How peacefully one can die” (Bornemann, As wine poured out…, p. 482). 

Day and night one of the priests or Brothers was always nearby. A few times the
other missionaries were allowed to enter Father’s room and be with their dying Pro-
Vicar for a few short moments. …

Generally, however, little was spoken at Father’s bedside. Deep sighs and short
prayers coming from the mouth of the sick priest let one sense how much his heart
was with God, even though the virulence of the sickness plagued him terribly and often
made him unconscious, as usually happens with typhus. He suffered enormous pain,
much more and stronger than is usually the case with this sickness” (see Henninghaus,
P. Jos. Freinademetz S.V.D. …, p. 633). 

Fr. Freinademetz was meant to perspire, so Bro. Ulrich and Fr. Noyen repeatedly
gave the patient cold sponge baths and tub baths, according to the method of Pastor
Kneipp. However, they achieved “only minor results”. 

Mr. Wang T’ing-ko, who for many years had worked for and with Fr. Freinademetz
said that in  Chinese medicine, Father’s sickness was called “sheep’s wool pustules”.
He knew an old woman who was experienced in treating that illness. Bro. Ulrich did not
want to hear of it; Fr. Freinademetz, however, agreed that Mr. Wang would call some
women to take out the pustules with needles. Mr. Wang recalls:

“I had warned Father: ‘That will be very painful!’ to which Fr. Freinademetz replied:
“That does not matter. If it is that particular sickness, one has to bear the pain”
(Bornemann, Erinnerungen an P. Josef Freinademetz, p. 132).  

“Then I summoned Mrs. Ting, my neighbor,” Mr. Wang related later, “and later my
mother, and I believe also a certain Mrs. Yang. I was present when Mrs. Ting removed
the pustules from him; the priest suffered severe pain and firmly bit his teeth during
the process. Seven pustules were removed from the front, from his chest, and eight
from his back”. The resulting cavities were filled with garlic paste. Now the patient was
meant to perspire. So Mr. Wang lit the stove” (Bornemann, As wine poured out…, p. 482).

“Just at the moment when Father was about to perspire, Bro. Ulrich entered the
room. He grumbled about the hospital room-like smell and opened the two windows
facing each other and all the doors, since the European doctor from Tsining was about
to come. I wanted to protest: “You can’t do that! A draft through the windows and in
addition two doors open!” Fr. Freinademetz did  not say a word” (Bornemann, Erinnerungen
an P. Josef Freinademetz, p. 133).

The doctor was Dr. Lyon, doctor with the American Presbyterian mission in Tsining
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Arnold Janssen – Missionary at the service of the Apostleship of Prayer
As a missionary at the service of the Apostleship of Prayer, Arnold Janssen recruited

new members and introduced them to the practice of the Apostleship (cf. Alt, Journey in
Faith, p. 32); that is, he instilled in them an appreciation of Holy Mass as “the chief 
devotional exercise of the Apostleship of Prayer” and made them familiar with those
prayers which “by their nature appear to be more closely allied than others” to the
spirit of the Apostleship, like the Angelus, the Rosary and the Way of the Cross.

In his book The Apostleship of Prayer, A Holy League of Christian Hearts united
with the Heart of Jesus, to obtain the triumph of the Church and the salvation of souls
(London, 1866), Fr. Ramière furthermore described some special devotions which the
Apostleship wished to penetrate with its own spirit. “Amongst the devotions dear to
pious Christians, the first in dignity, utility… is undoubtedly that of devotion to the 
Sacred Heart” (p. 280). According to the will of Jesus, this devotion is to be “the instru-
ment of his mercy for the regeneration of humankind.” That it will only be if it takes hold 

of the entire life of pious Christians, filling them with the spirit of Jesus Christ,
and converting them into ardent and shining lights, enlightening their wandering
brethren, and inflaming those who are frozen and cold.

Our very being must be penetrated with this devotion, it must cause us to live
the life of the Heart of Jesus; animating our sentiments, and teaching us its langu-
age; in a word, enabling us to become its living image. We have no right to call our-
selves the disciples of the Sacred Heart unless we make its intentions our own, and
take an active part in those important interests which are its peculiar care…
(pp. 280-281).
Dear to the Apostleship of Prayer is also the devotion to the sorrowful Heart of

Mary. For Fr. Ramière 
the Apostleship of Prayer is the Apostleship of the most Blessed Virgin as well.

She has merited the title of Queen of the Apostles through its means, and by it 
laboured more efficaciously than all the Apostles together for the world’s salvation
(ibid., p. 282).
Her entire life was consecrated to prayer and suffering and to being a sacrifice for 

humankind. “It is obvious, then, that we can only love Mary if we also love everyone
else who shares her heart with her divine Son Jesus.”
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AT THE SERVICE OF 
PROPHETIC DIALOGUE

INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE
The annual meeting of the Joint Commit-

tee for Dialogue of the Permanent Committee
of Al – Azhar for Dialogue among the Mono-
theistic Religions and the Pontifical Council for
Interreligious Dialogue took place on February
25 and 26, 2008 in Cairo/Egypt. In the final
declaration of this meeting it was recommen-
ded:

1.to affirm that all religions respect the
dignity and honour of the human person with-
out consideration of race, colour, religion or
conviction, and condemn any offence against
personal integrity, property and honour; 

2. to foster true respect for religions, be-
liefs, religious symbols, holy Books and what-
ever is considered sacred; religious leaders,
both Muslim and Christian, as well as intellec-
tuals and educators, should make every effort
to inculcate these values in their activities in
places of learning and in all levels of society;

3. to appeal to those responsible for the
mass media, …in all countries, to be vigilant
that freedom of expression not be taken as a
pretext for offending religions, convictions, re-
ligious symbols and everything that is consi-
dered sacred, but rather to oppose
extremism, to encourage mutual acceptance,

love and respect for all, regardless of their re-
ligion; (source: vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_coun-
cils/ interelg/documents/rc_pc_inte… 7.3.2008)

FROM THE VATICAN
Invalid formulas of baptism

Rather than saying “In the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”,
some people might prefer to say “In the name
of the Creator, and of the Redeemer, and of
the Sanctifier” or “In the name of the Creator,
and of the Liberator, and of the Sustainer.” 

The Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith
was asked the following two questions:

1. Whether the Baptism conferred with
the formulas “I baptize you in the name of the
Creator, and of the Redeemer, and of the
Sanctifier” and “I baptize you in the name of
the Creator, and of the Liberator, and of the
Sustainer” is valid?  

The Congregation’s answer was: Negative.
2. Whether the persons baptized with

those formulas have to be baptized in forma
absoluta?

The Congregation’s answer was: Affirma-
tive.

These two answers were given on Fe-
bruary 1,2008 (vatican.va/roman_curia/congregati-
ons/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_do… 7.3.2008).
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Fo r  y ou r  r e f l e c t i o n
On June 29, 2008, Hendrina Stenmanns – Mother Josepha – will be beatified. In preparation
for that great event our newsletter intends to make its own small contribution.
Hendrina was born on May 28, 1852, in Issum /Lower Rhineland. In 1878 she promised her
dying mother to look after her six younger siblings. Having visited the Mission House in Steyl
twice (Pentecost 1879 and Pentecost 1883) she felt that God called her to that Mission
House. On January 6, 1884 she wrote to Arnold Janssen:
I have prayed earnestly for the light of the Holy Spirit that God may lead me according to the
plan he has had for me from all eternity. The thought that I should enter the Mission House
never leaves me. I now ask you, Reverend Father, to be so kind as to accept me into the
house as a maid. I desire nothing more than, with the grace of God, to be the least and to
offer myself as a sacrifice for the work of spreading the Faith. I accept God’s most holy will
and submit myself to your judgement. If the Lord God means me to enter a convent, I will
get there one day. …
Recommending you and yours to the most Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, I remain, obe-
diently yours, Hendrina Stenmanns (Ortrud Stegmaier SSpS (ed.), Jacqueline Mulberge SSpS (transl.), Arnold
Janssen-M. Josepha, Hendrina Stenmanns, Correspondence 1884-1903,  pp.33-34)



… it is especially in the bitterness of her sorrows that we must hope to find the
source and fruitfulness of this Apostleship to which we all owe salvation. We all
know indeed that she could not co-operate with Jesus Christ in our redemption, 
without the sword which pierced the body of her Son wounding her blessed soul
also (cf. ibid. p. 283).
In Sirach 7:27 we read: “Forget not the groans of thy mother.” With the devotion

to the “sorrowful heart of Mary” we obey these words. At the same time we implore her
to make use of her powerful intercession for the salvation of all peoples. In a very
special way we ask her to pray to God “that He would be pleased to raise up worthy
ministers, living images of every virtue, and faithful instruments of His love, men 
powerful in word and work,” men who will be for the Church today, what the first 
apostles were for the church of their time (cf. ibid., pp. 284-285). 

The devotion to St. Joseph is another important devotion for the Apostleship of
Prayer. The church proclaims him ‘the cooperator of Jesus and Mary in the great work
of the world’s salvation’. Devotion to St. Joseph is “an encouragement for our zeal. If
while using his tools he could be an apostle who, then, can believe himself excluded
from the Apostleship?” (cf. ibid., pp. 286-287). From St. Joseph we learn that EVERY TH ING
done with an apostolic spirit  will serve the salvation of people.

The Apostleship of Prayer is also devoted to the holy Angels. Their apostleship 
offers us a most beautiful example: “With what devotion do they consecrate them-
selves to the salvation of those souls which have been confided to their care!” They
implore God to save even the most wretched sinners (cf. ibid., pp.289-290).  Therefore:
“Let us imitate them; let us unite ourselves to them; and frequently invoke their aid.
… Let us in future make the holy angels … the model of our apostleship, and doubtless
its fruitfulness will be increased a hundredfold” (ibid., p. 292).

“The Sacred Heart of Jesus, the Immaculate Heart of Mary, St. Joseph, and the
holy angels, are certainly  most powerful patrons for us to have”, Fr. Ramière writes,
but they are not our only patrons. Our patrons are also all the saints in heaven. Among
them, however, there are some “whose protection is more powerful than others, and
whom we can invoke with greater confidence. Such are those who during their mortal
life exhibited greater devotion to our dear Lord, and who laboured and suffered most
for the prosperity of His Church” (ibid., p.295). 

To them belong “all the members of our Saviour’s family, St. Joachim, St. Anne, 
St. Elizabeth, and those holy women who with Mary accompanied Jesus Christ in all
His travels, provided for His sustenance, consoled Him in His Passion for the cowardly
flight of His disciples, and thus inaugurated the glorious Apostleship of women.” 
Special patrons are also the Apostles, the illustrious Popes like St. Leo and St. Gregory
the Great and also those saints like St. Dominic, and St. Francis of Assisi, St. Vincent
Ferrer, St. Anthony of Padua, St. Ignatius and St. Francis Xavier, St. Philip Neri, and 
St. Frances de Sales, St. Vincent de Paul , and St. Alphonsus Liguori “who carried the
light of faith to unbelievers, or rekindled it amongst Christians.” Among the women
saints, St. Catherine of Sienna, St. Clare, and St. Teresa [of Avila], St.  Mary Magdalen
de Pazzi, and St. Frances de Chantal excel, “those heroic women whose hearts burning
with zeal, yielded in nothing to that of the most zealous apostles…” (cf. ibid., pp.295-296). 

“There still remains another devotion, which may be associ-
ated to no less advantage than the preceding with the Apostle-
ship of Prayer” and that is the devotion to the souls in
purgatory. “They may be at once both the object and the fellow
helpers of the Apostleship” (ibid., pp. 296-297). Through our
prayer we can open for them the gates of heaven. On the other
hand, they can be our helpers through their prayer for us:

…when, by virtue of the indulgences we have gained for
them, these holy souls shall see the gates of heaven opening
to their view, then especially they will feel compelled to pray

for us, they will recommend our intentions to God, and give our Apostleship their
aid. Let us not fail to take advantage of this help; and gain every indulgence in our
power for the souls in purgatory. Let us attach to the application of these indulgen-
ces the condition that the souls whose sufferings are thereby shortened will obtain
an increase of zeal for us from God, that they will interest themselves in the 
Apostleship of Prayer, and unite their prayers with ours, for the salvation of poor
sinners” (ibid., p. 297-298).   
At a later stage we will see how all these different devotions were also part of Arnold

Janssen’s and his foundations’ spirituality.
One of Arnold Janssen’s tasks as Diocesan Director of the Apostleship of Prayer in

the diocese of Muenster was the distribution of the Apostleship’s monthly magazine,
the “MESSENGER OF THE SACRED HEART”. A former student of Arnold Janssen in Bocholt,
Ignaz Dunker, remembers:

His zeal for the Apostleship of Prayer was incredible. He regularly provided us
with copies of the magazine of the Apostleship and urged us to give them to our
parents. Time and again he repeated the words: “Pray, pray more and more.”
(Bornemann, Remembering Arnold Janssen, Analecta SVD-42,  p.39).
About this magazine Fr. Ramière writes:

This publication, already extended throughout the greater part of the earth, is
to the Apostleship of Prayer as blood to the body, communicating heat and life to
its members. It stimulates their love for Jesus Christ, and for His holy Church. It
helps to bind closer together the union of all Christian hearts with the Heart of
their God, and thus to render more efficacious the co-operation which the divine
Heart demands, for the … salvation of souls (Ramière, The Apostleship of Prayer…, p. 350).
The Messenger of the Sacred Heart  appeared every month “in numbers of sixty

pages, ... forming at the end of the year” two volumes “of 360 pages” (ibid., p. 354).
Why was the title “MESSENGER OF THE SACRED HEAR t” given to this magazine?   

Because it is the only suitable title. The Apostleship of Prayer is in reality not-
hing else than the fusion of our interests with those of the Heart of Jesus, of our
intentions with His intentions; … It is then in reality the interests of the Heart of
Jesus that this publication will come every month to plead before its readers; …; it
is His desires and His necessities that it places before their eyes;[therefore] it will
truly be the Messenger of His Divine Heart (ibid.).

Vincent de Paul



Arnold Janssen – Missionary Beyond the Boundaries of his Home Diocese
In 1867 Fr. Joseph Malfatti S.J., director of the Apostleship of Prayer for Germany

and Austria, asked Arnold Janssen to become the Apostleship’s director for his home
diocese of Muenster. Pretty soon Arnold’s enthusiasm for the Apostleship of Prayer
urged him to extend his activities in the Apostleship’s service  beyond  his home dio-
cese. In his capacity as Director of the Apostleship for the Diocese of Muenster, from
September 6-9, 1869  he attended the General Assembly of the Catholic Associations
of Germany in Duesseldorf, in order to submit the proposal that the assembly should
recommend the Apostleship of Prayer to all German Catholics.
The General Assembly of the Catholic Associations of Germany

In the 19th century the Catholic Church in Germany had to suffer much from official
whim and regimentation by the State. In order to free the church from this control by the
State, lay people, together with priests, founded a number of associations which met in
Mainz from October 3-6, 1848 for their first general assembly.  “The freedom of the
church is the mother of a better future for Germany. That is the basic idea of the Catholic
Association of Germany”, we read in a declaration of that association from 1849
(http://zentralkomitee-deutsche-katholiken.org/uerberuns/geschichte.php - 11.04. 2008). In the course
of time these general assemblies or “Katholikentage”, as they were called later, “esta-
blished themselves as an expression of a Christian engagement in church and world”.
The Vatican Council and the return of the separated Christians 
to the Catholic Church

From the point of view of the church’s history, the most important event in the year
1869 was the opening of the Vatican Council on December 8, 1869.  During the ‘Ge-
neral Assembly of the Catholic Associations’ from September 6-9, 1869 in Duessel-
dorf, exactly three months before the opening of the Council, Catholics will certainly
have been thinking of that Council. In connection with the Council, Catholics were filled
with hope for the return of the separated Christians to the Catholic Church. For already
in the course of the preparations of the Council, more than one bishop had proposed
that on the occasion of the Council the church should  try to get into contact with the
separated Christians. Pope Pius IX also hoped for their return to the Catholic Church
and so, at the beginning of September 1868, a letter was sent to all orthodox bishops
inviting them to return to the Catholic unity in order to be able to attend the Council;

AT THE SERVICE OF 
PROPHETIC DIALOGUE

INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE
On June 25, 2007, Jean-Louis Cardinal

Tauran was appointed President of the Ponti-
fical Council for Interreligious Dialogue. During
an interview with journalists he presented his
views on interreligious dialogue; among other
things he said:

“I would like to build interreligious dialo-
gue on my concrete experiences. …The most
important thing in dialogue is that partners
get to know each other mutually. Yes, mutual
knowledge among believers is very important
in all dialogue. Each one of us has always to
learn something about the other. For example,
we Christians can appreciate in our Muslim
partners the dimension of God’s transcen-
dence, value of prayer and fasting in life, cou-
rage to bear witness to God in daily life. The
Muslims on their part, can learn from us Chris-
tians the value of a healthy secular outlook on
life.  …

Given the geo-political situation of our
world, dialogue with Muslims is urgent and im-
portant. However, the Catholic Church is also

mindful of its commitment to dialogue with re-
ligions other than Islam: Hinduism, Buddhism,
Confucian Tradition, Shintoism, just to name a
few. I have read that the third religion in Eu-
rope today, after Christianity and Islam, is
Buddhism. In this case also, as I said above,
it is an indispensable duty of every believer to
acquire mutual knowledge of each other’s re-
ligious traditions. … Recently I had the oppor-
tunity to visit a big Buddhist monastery in the
South of Taiwan and, quite frankly, I was much
impressed by the welcome and the spirit of
prayer of the Buddhist monks I met there. Ob-
viously, interreligious dialogue must never
mean that all religions are to be considered
the same and equal; it means rather that all
those who are in search of God merit our ut-
most respect, because all believers are crea-
ted by God in His own image and likeness; all
believers of every religion are, therefore, equal
in dignity; this fact must never be forgotten or
trivialized in the practice of interreligious dia-
logue” (Jean-Louis Tauran, Thoughts on Interreligious Dia-
logue, in Pro Dialogo, Bulletin 125, 2007/2, pp.
138.139.142).  
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Fo r  y ou r  r e f l e c t i o n  -  Hendrina Stenmanns – Mother Josepha
On January 10, 1884 Hendrina Stenmanns had been accepted as a maid
for the mission house in Steyl. On January 18 she wrote to Arnold Janssen: 
Reverend Father Rector,
Thank you wholeheartedly for accepting me to share in the work of sprea-
ding the Faith. I will remain truly grateful to God for this great grace. I will
also pray fervently that the good Lord may support me with his grace and
enable me to give myself wholly to him.
I beg your Reverence kindly to have a little patience because I cannot
come sooner than three weeks from now, Tuesday, 12 February,
1. because I must first complete and deliver the work [as silk weaver] I
have begun, and 
2. there is still something needed for my clothing. …
Recommending you and yours to the most Sacred Hearts of Jesus and
Mary I remain, obediently yours, Hendrina Stenmanns.
As planned, Hendrina did come to Steyl on February 12 and joined Helena Stollenwerk and Theresia
Sicke who already had been there for some time.
(Ortrud Stegmaier SSpS, ed., transl. by  Jacquelilne Mulberge SSpS, Arnold Janssen – M. Josepha, Hendrina Stenmanns,
Correspondence 1884-1903, p. 35)
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Mother Josefa at her
final profession



a few days later a global invitation was sent to Protestants and Anglicans (cf. Jedin, ed.,
Handbuch der Kirchengeschichte, vol. VI/I, p. 776-777).  

With regard to England and the Anglicans, hopes that England would become Ca-
tholic were raised by the Oxford Movement, with its wish to renew the Anglican Church
by strengthening the old Catholic elements in the Anglican Church, part of which involved
the study of the Church Fathers, as well as conversions to the Catholic Church, particu-
larly by the two renowned Anglicans, John Henry Newman and Henry Edward Manning.
Arnold Janssen and the Duesseldorf General Assembly of the Catholic Associations 

One item on the agenda of the general assembly was Arnold Janssen’s proposal
that the general assembly should recommend the Apostleship of Prayer. This meant
that Arnold “who was  used to facing a mere handful of students in a classroom, or at
the most preached an occasional sermon to a few hundred souls, now had to prepare
to mount the speaker’s platform before a huge national Catholic assemblage” (Borne-
mann, Arnold Janssen, p. 22).  So seriously did he take that preparation that he wrote two
drafts of his speech. However, it is “no longer apparent what AJ actually said”; never-
theless both drafts give us a good insight into the religious ideas which moved him in
those days and are therefore important (cf. Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 34, footnote 36). 

Having given an introduction to the Apostleship of Prayer, in the first draft of the
speech Arnold then continued: “But now take a look at the times we are living in. In-
deed was there ever an epoch in history when evil and hope were simultaneously so
great?” The “evils” that one could see in his time included, for instance, the hate many
educated people harbored against the Church and the priesthood and the “immoral
and unnerving energy” which the general striving for money and pleasure had unleas-
hed. And then we see how he, like many Catholics in those days, was also full of hope
for the return of the separated Christians to the Catholic Church:

… we are being challenged to hope for greater things, to hope that many sepa-
rated Christians will return, and for a transforming effect from the ecumenical
Council.

The return of separated Christians! Gentlemen, what an exalted and holy slogan!
Imagine for a moment that ancient and proud England, with its world-wide domini-
ons, were a young Catholic country… How that would renew the face of the earth!

Oh, the return of those separated in the faith!  … But if we only could succeed in
moving God to bring about such events that the eyes of a separated people would
begin to open. …as sure as God is in heaven, it is in our power to do this if we could
only get enough people to pray. It all depends on people praying and not just one or
two but a great number of people. They must pray, sincerely united and perseveringly
…. (ibid., p. 33).

If anything good is to come about, it depends on the grace of God; and God’s
grace will be merited through prayer. “So there is no association that contributes
more to the advance of all that is good than a prayer association” (ibid., p. 34). 
In the second much longer draft of the speech Arnold said, among other things, the

following about the Association of the Apostleship of Prayer:

The goal of the Association is to unite into one great alliance of prayer all Chris-
tians who have not yet been totally depraved by the world and still have an under-
standing for the power of prayer and a heart for the intentions of their Savior. […]
Just imagine what a great power this would be, … Let us pray and help others to
pray, and then we have no need to worry about the future (ibid., p. 34-35).  
As in the first draft so we see here, too, that the return of separated Christians to

the Catholic Church was on Arnold’s mind: “If we ask for the return of the separated
Christians … such prayers are always in the name of and in the spirit of Jesus and will
always be answered, even if the Lord God postpones the execution of such petitions
for some time” (ibid., p. 35). 

When Arnold finally submitted his proposal to endorse the Apostleship of Prayer it
was unanimously adopted (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, p. 23). 

The members of the Apostleship of Prayer prayed for the return of the separated
Christians, and they prayed also for the spread of God’s kingdom among all those pe-
ople throughout the world who had not yet heard the Good News of Jesus Christ.  For
his part Arnold Janssen did not only pray for the missions: “Wherever he found an op-
portunity, he recommended the missionaries and he himself collected significant sums
of money for the missions.” Looking at the recipients of those donations it seems that
his favorite missionary must have been Daniel Comboni, missionary and later Vicar
Apostolic/Bishop in central Africa and by then his trusted friend and advisor – and
still later his fellow saint. On October 5, 2003 Arnold Janssen, Joseph Freinademetz
and Daniel Comboni were canonized together (cf. H. Fischer, Arnold Janssen, Gründer des Steyler
Missionswerkes, p. 65-66).
One Hundred Years Ago

Each year Arnold Janssen used to give a series of lectures to the newly ordained
priests in St. Gabriel in order to introduce them to priestly work. On March 24, 1908
he wrote from St. Gabriel to Fr. Superior Schmid in Brazil:

Finally a personal remark: On 23 February, 44 priests were ordained; soon after-
wards I began giving them my lectures; however, still in that very same week I was
forced to cancel them because I fell ill. I suffered from severe bronchitis and, particu-
larly during night, I had to cough a lot. Everything that could be done for me was done;
and so, thanks be to God, I seem to have improved so much that next week I will be
able to continue the lectures. May everything come about according to God’s holy will.
I will still have to cope with a lot of work. Until now my sickness hindered me from
doing my work and rendered me partially inactive (Alt, Arnold Janssen SVD, Briefe nach Süd-
amerika [Letters to South America], vol. IV, 1905-1908, Analecta SVD – 65/IV, pp. 381-382).

Fr. Superior Schmid was a sick man  himself, and so Arnold Janssen had written
to him on March 16, 1908: “Please, take good care of your health and do everything
possible to improve it; avoid anything that is a hindrance to it. Furthermore I order you
to read this part of my letter to the superiors of those houses where you are now or
where you will be in future. I oblige them to take good care of your health and not to
let themselves be put off because you yourself never ask for anything (ibid., p. 377).



A WISH
On the occasion of the death of Mother Josepha, on May 20, 1903, Arnold 

Janssen wrote to the Missionary Sisters in Steyl:
With regard to the graves, it was not possible to give the two Mothers Maria and

Josepha a place of honour in the present cemetery. But they are to have one as soon
as the new cemetery (or rather the two new cemeteries) are ready and the bodies can
be transferred (Ortrud Stegmaier SSpS, ed., transl. Jacqueline Mulberge SSpS, Arnold Janssen, 
M. Josepha, Hendrina Stenmanns, Correspondence 1884-1903, p. 445).

On April 17 and 18, 2008 the mortal remains of Mother Josepha were transferred
from the cemetery to the church of the Sacred Heart convent in Steyl, the motherhouse
of the Mission Congregation, Servants of the Holy Spirit. There she found her final res-
ting place next to Mother Maria in a common sarcophagus. Now Fr. Arnold’s wish for
a place of honour for our two Mothers has finally been fulfilled. Yet it was a long way
which led to April 18, 2008. 

The way to the place of honour
Mother Maria / Maria Virgo and Mother Josepha are co- foundresses of the Con-

gregation of the  Servants of the Holy Spirit which in their time consisted of two bran-
ches:  the Missionary Sisters (since 1889) and the Cloistered Sisters (since 1896).
Following the wish of Fr. Arnold, Mother Maria, then Superior of the Missionary 
Sisters, joined the Cloistered Sisters on December 8, 1898 and began her novitiate as
Sr. Maria Virgo. However, already on February 3, 1900 she died. Only a few days before
her death, on January 31, she made her vows as a cloistered sister “until the end of
the novitiate”. “She herself signed the vow formula ‘with hand shaking, but 
without interruption’” Fr. Wegener, who represented the absent Fr. Arnold, accepted
the vows (Karl Müller, transl. Frank Mansfield SVD, Contemplation and Mission, Sister - Servants of the
Holy Spirit of Perpetual Adoration, 1896-1996, Analecta SVD – 76/2, p.75).

When Fr. Arnold, in St. Gabriel, learned of her death he wrote to the Cloistered –
and Missionary Sisters:
…I have just received the sad news that our good mother, former Superior General

Sr. Maria, has been called by the Lord of life and death from this temporal existence
into eternity. This is a great blow to me. I esteemed the deceased highly because God

In the afternoon of October 9, the solemn burial took place. …
In the cemetery, below the Calvary group, a small double tomb was made of con-

crete and the two coffins were placed in it…(Sr. Assumpta Volpert SSpS, Ein Rebenhang im wah-
ren Weinberg, Geschichte der C.M.S.SP.S., Steyl 1951, pp. 140-141). 

On October 17, 1950, Bishop Lemmens of Roermond initiated the first part of the
proceedings for the beatification of Mothers Maria/ Maria Virgo and Mother Josepha
in the Motherhouse of the Missionary Sisters in Steyl (ibid., p. 141).
Having arrived at the place of honour – the wish fulfilled

The proceedings for the beatification of Mother Maria / Maria Virgo were comple-
ted in 1995 and she was beatified on May 7, 1995.  Since April 18, 1995 those of her
remains that were buried in the cemetery of the Missionary Sisters have found their
final resting place in the sarcophagus in the small chapel, adjacent to the church in
the Sacred Heart Convent in Steyl, whereas her “praying hands and knees” are placed
in a small shrine in the church of the Cloistered Sisters in Steyl. 

For Mother Josepha the proceedings for the beatification find their completion this
year 2008: on June 29 her beatification will be celebrated.

Part of the proceedings for the beatifi-
cation require that the remains be cano-
nically identified. After the small zinc
coffin with the remains of Mother Jose-
pha – with permission of the civil and ec-
clesiastical authorities – had been
transferred on April 17 from the cemetery
to the Sacred Heart Convent, this identifi-
cation took place on April 18. Thereafter
two Sisters covered the mortal remains in
pure linen und placed them in a new zinc
coffin. The documents of this procedure
were also placed in the coffin and then it
was soldered. In a simple procession the
coffin covered with a white cloth was
taken to the chapel next to the main
church and placed in the sarcophagus
right next to Mother Maria (Sr. Mechtilde Ber-
ger SSpS). 

Fr. Arnold and surely many Sisters, as
well, wished that the two Mothers would
be given a place of honour in their respec-
tive cemeteries. Their wish was finally ful-
filled – but in a way they would never have
dreamt of.
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himself had called her to stand at my side as first co-foundress of the Congregation
of the Servants of the Holy Spirit….
Just as she was leader of the Sisters for so long, particularly at the time when the

Congregation was taking its first steps, may the Lord God make her leader of our Sis-
ters in the land of the saints! She represented both branches of the Congregation;
she belongs both to the Cloistered as well as to the Missionary Sisters. … May her
remembrance always be honored by the Sisters and because of her position may she
be given special distinction … (ibid., p. 76).

In those days both branches of the Congregation lived in those buildings which
today are called “St. Gregory”. Fr. Arnold had bought the oldest building from the
Augustinian Sisters, Sisters of Notre Dame, who had come earlier from Essen/Ger-
many to Steyl because of the “Kulturkampf” in Germany and who had returned to
Essen when it was over. A convent garden and cemetery also belonged to that building.
In this cemetery, in which 8 Augustinian Sisters had already been buried, all 
Missionary and Cloistered Sisters were buried until 1904 as well. On February 7, 1900
Mother Maria / Maria Virgo was buried there. Mother Josepha died on May 20, 1903
and was buried there on May 23. On the occasion of her death, Fr. Arnold wrote to the
Missionary Sisters from St. Gabriel: 
… This death is another hard blow for me, as I am robbed of yet a further support

whom the Lord God had placed at my side for the building up of the religious founda-
tion.
It is also a harsh blow for the sisters, because they have lost a good Mother who

rightly bears the title of a co-foundress of the Congregation of the Servants of the Holy
Spirit. …

Having described the life and virtues of Mother Josepha he continued:
… Like the late Mother Maria she was also sincerely devoted to the Society of the

Divine Word, from which your Congregation was founded. In this regard she has left
a shining example to all her daughters. Altogether everything that I have said here
about Mother Josepha applies equally to the late Mother Maria. Therefore I would like
to place these simple lines as a wreath of recognition at the grave of the two beloved
Mothers Maria and Josepha and consequently I also address these lines to the Reve-
rend Cloistered Sisters. May you, beloved daughters, all hold the pious memory of
these two Reverend Mothers in honour and faithfully imitate the example of their vir-
tue (Ortrud Stegmaier SSpS, transl. Jacqueline Mulberge, Arnold Janssen, M. Josepha, Hendrina Sten-
manns, Correspondence, 1884-1903, p. 443.444). 

At the time of the death of Mother Josepha, the building of the new convent for
the Sisters of the Holy Spirit was in progress and in October 1904 the Sisters were able
to move into it. It is that convent which today is called “Sacred Heart Convent”. From
1904 – 1914 it was the common home for both branches of the Congregation, the
Missionary and Cloistered Sisters. The part the Missionary Sisters occupied was called
“Sacred Heart Convent” and the part of the Cloistered Sisters was called “Holy Spirit
Convent”.

In the garden of this new convent two cemeteries were laid out, one for the 

Missionary and another one for the Cloistered Sisters. On February 7/8, 1907 the cof-
fins with the deceased Augustinian, Missionary and Cloistered Sisters were transferred
to these two new cemeteries. Since the foundation of the Cloistered Sisters, three of
them had died and they were the first to be buried in their cemetery. Mother Maria /
Maria Virgo got the place of honour in front of cross. On her grave a bigger cross was
placed than on the others, because more information about her life was written on it
than about the lives of the other Sisters on their crosses, for instance how long she had
been superior.

In the cemetery of the Missionary Sisters, Mother Josepha got a place of honour
as well: “There she rests in the most beautiful part of the cemetery, in front of a large
cross with Mary and John standing beneath it, awaiting the hour of blessed resurrec-
tion” (Assumpta Volpert SSpS, Mutter Maria Stollenwerk, Mutter Josepha Stenmanns, Herz-Jesu-Kloster
Steyl, 1920, p. 261).     

In 1914 the Cloistered Sisters moved to their own convent next to the River Maas.
The name Holy Spirit Convent, that Fr. Arnold had given to their part of the common
convent in 1903, in today’s St. Gregory, moved with them and so their convent and 
motherhouse is called “Holy Spirit Convent”. The new convent had a new cemetery,
and so in May 1915 all the deceased Cloistered Sisters were transferred to that new
cemetery. In the official report we read: 
“Mother Maria Virgo again got a place of honor in the semi-circular bed at the foot

of the cross” (Müller, Contemplation and Mission, p. 78).
On December 30, 1932 the Missionary Sisters celebrated the fiftieth anniversary

of Mother Maria’s entrance in Steyl. The magazine “Genossenschaftsbote” (the 
Congregation’s messenger), No. 69, May 1933, wrote:
Soon after the celebration we were given a great surprise. The General Council of

the Cloistered Sisters had decided to give to our Congregation the larger part of the
mortal remains of our blessed Mother Maria. Shortly after the celebration Reverend
Mother Michaele [Superior General of the Cloistered Sisters] gave us that news. On
hearing it, all of us were filled with gratitude, particularly our Reverend Sr. Gregoria,
who some time ago had suggested asking for this favour and who then personally
had asked the Reverend Superior of the Cloistered Sisters for this precious gift.

In September 1934 the remains of Mother Maria/Maria Virgo and Mother Josepha
were exhumed. The part of Mother Maria’s remains which was destined for the Missi-
onary Sisters was solemnly brought from the Holy Spirit Convent to the Sacred Heart
Convent. The “Genossenschaftsbote” [Congregation’s messenger] wrote: In the early
morning of October 3 ,after a solemn High Mass had been celebrated in thanksgiving
for all the graces which the dear Lord had given to our Mothers and the whole con-
gregation, Reverend Mother Regis and four other Sisters brought the precious 
remains by car from the convent of the Cloistered Sisters to us. The Cloistered Sisters
kept some of the remains, the ‘praying hands and knees’ … for themselves, since Mo-
ther Maria as Sr. Maria Virgo had been one of theirs as well… Mother Maria’s 
remains were laid out in the chapter room in a small coffin, beside those of Mother
Josepha. ..



Arnold Janssen  - Missionary through the Printed Word
As we saw already in the March issue of this newsletter, Arnold Janssen expanded

his activities in the service of the Apostleship of Prayer beyond the boundaries of his
home diocese of Muenster. For instance, during the General Assembly of the Catholic As-
sociations of Germany in Duesseldorf (September 6-9, 1869) he submitted the proposal
that the Assembly should recommend the Apostleship of Prayer to all German Catholics. 

He sought to reach not only Germany but all German speaking countries in Europe
through the printed word, and that meant through small religious booklets and prayer
leaflets.
Booklet for the Reception into the Apostleship of Prayer

In 1866 Fr. Arnold published a booklet with the title: Association of the Apostleship of
Prayer to Encourage Prayer of Petition to the Adorable Heart of our Savior Jesus Christ:

After an historical introduction, … there follows a section on intercessory prayer
in union with Christ, to promote the honor of God and the salvation and sanctifi-
cation of humankind.  He then goes on to explain what the Apostleship of Prayer
is, lists the indulgences members may gain, and concludes with a selection of
prayers (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen p. 20).
By the end of 1866 the first edition of this booklet, at least 5 000 copies, was sold

out. In the second edition (about 15 000 copies) he changed the title into: “Reception
Booklet of the Apostleship of Prayer as well as of the Fraternity of  the Adorable Heart
of our Savior Jesus Christ”(cf. ibid., p. 21).  The third edition of 1869 (20000 copies) Fr.
Arnold had changed quite a bit: “… The booklet began with a more concise explanation
of what the Apostleship of Prayer is.  This was followed by five suggested intentions for
the recitation of the rosary and a prayer for Christian unity. …”(ibid., p. 23).  This latter
prayer Fr. Arnold had borrowed from the Petrine Union. The five intentions for praying
the rosary were new in this edition. The booklet saw several more editions; altogether
about 90,000 copies were printed (ibid., p. 24).
Little Manual of Common Prayer and First Friday Manual

In 1870 the Franco-German war made it impossible for Fr. Arnold to do any traveling
in the service of the Apostleship of Prayer. However, his missionary zeal and  his love

AT THE SERVICE OF 
PROPHETIC DIALOGUE

INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE
SIXTH COLLOQUIUM
Joint Declaration of the Pontifical Council for
Interreligious Dialogue (Vatican) and the Cen-
tre for Inter- Religious Dialogue of the Islamic
Culture and Relations Organization (Tehran,
Iran), Rome, 28-30 April 2008 
(Excerpt)
The participants of the colloquium studied the
theme “Faith and Reason in Christianity and
Islam”. 
“At the end of the meeting the participants
agreed on the following:
1. Faith and reason are both gifts of God to
humankind.
2. Faith and reason do not contradict each
other, but faith might in some cases be above
reason, but never against it.
3. Faith and reason are intrinsically non-vio-
lent. Neither reason nor faith should be used
for violence; unfortunately, both of them have
sometimes been misused to perpetrate vio-
lence. In any case, these events cannot ques-
tion either reason or faith.
4. Both sides agreed to co-operate further in
order to promote genuine religiosity, in parti-
cular spirituality, to encourage respect for
symbols considered to be sacred and to pro-
mote moral values.
5. Christians and Muslims should go beyond

tolerance, accepting differences, while remai-
ning aware of commonalities and thanking
God for them. They are called to mutual res-
pect, thereby condemning derision of religious
beliefs. 
6. Generalization should be avoided when
speaking of religions. Differences of confessi-
ons within Christianity and Islam, diversity of
historical contexts are important factors to be
considered.
7. Religious traditions cannot be judged on the
basis of a single verse or a passage present in
their respective holy Books. A holistic vision
as well as an adequate hermeneutical me-
thod is necessary for a fair understanding of
them. …
The participants were honored and pleased to
be received at the end of the colloquium by
His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI, who was par-
ticularly satisfied with the choice of the theme
and the venue of the meeting. 
The next colloquium will be held in Tehran 
within two years, preceded by a preparatory
meeting.”
(www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/ inter-
elg/documents/rc_pc_inte… 28.05. 2008)

Publisher: Jürgen Ommerborn SVD
Secretariat Arnold Janssen, Steyl/Netherlands
Layout: Clemens Jansen SVD

Missionshaus Steyl | Postfach 2460 | D-41311 Nettetal  ■ Missiehuis St. Michaël | St. Michaëlstr. 7 | NL-5935 BL Steyl/Venlo

The Arnoldus Family Story

Divine Word Missionaries
Secretariat Arnold Janssen Steyl
VOLUME 2 |  No. 4 |  MAY 2008

For your  ref lect ion
From Fr. Arnold’s “Little Manual of Common Prayer”
Reasons why the Morning and Evening Prayer are particularly necessary.
Because it is necessary to sanctify our life before God. Therefore, if we do not pray in the
morning or in the evening, we cannot say that we sanctify our life before God since we nei-
ther begin nor end the day with Him…  
In the sacrament of confirmation we have become soldiers of Jesus Christ; prayer is now
the best weapon which we should use in the battle for Jesus Christ.
In holy communion you already united yourself so often with the divine Savior; so through
prayer keep your heart united with your supreme and kindest Lord as well. 

Mother Josepha

WHERE THERE IS LOVE

THERE IS PEACE



for this Apostleship made him use his free time creatively and write a “Little Manual
of Common Prayer”. There were two editions of it, with altogether about 6000 copies
being printed. 

The next booklet was published in 1871; it was the “First Friday Manual” or  “Short
Devotion to the Sacred Heart of our Savior for use on First Fridays” which he had writ-
ten in collaboration with a “practical religious”.  It was meant for devotions in religious
communities and parishes. 

…The center portion of the booklet is a prayer in which a leader and the people
alternate. The leader prays “for all sinners” and the congregation answers: “Have
mercy on us, o Lord, have mercy on us. Amen.” “For those who have fallen into
the clutches of the evil one…. Save them, Lord, save them, in your great and end-
less mercy. Amen.” …. There are nine such intentions and congregational re-
sponses. The responses are rather impressive and have a marked natural rhythm.
In a promotional circular, Father Janssen speaks of the congregational responses
as something relatively new. At the end the leader summarizes the petitions and
prays for the various states in the Church. A litany follows, … The booklet also con-
tains the texts of hymns which may be sung between the prayers (Bornemann, Arnold
Jannsen, p. 25). 
This booklet saw a number of editions with altogether about 60 000 copies printed. 
Who was the “practical religious” who had collaborated with Fr. Arnold in writing the

booklet? According to Fr. Arnold’s biographer F. Bornemann SVD that is difficult to say,
but it was definitely not Fr. Arnold himself, for he still was a priest of the Diocese of
Muenster and not a religious. 

“Whoever it was”, Bornemann writes, “he was so modest as to allow Fr. Janssen
to sign alone as author, whilst Fr. Janssen  in a promotional leaflet quite correctly,
and perhaps also  for the sake of advertising wrote that a “practical religious” had
collaborated in writing it; so the author was not just the teacher of mathematics
at a junior secondary school, who was the Diocesan Director for the Apostleship
of Prayer (Bornemann, Zwölf Aufsätze, Analecta SVD – 53, pp.14.15)

The St. Joseph Booklet
In 1884, that is 9 years after having founded the mission house in Steyl, Fr. Arnold

published the “St. Joseph Booklet” with prayers to St. Joseph. Up until 1908 there
were 12 editions with about 140 000 copies (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen / 3rd German edition
of 1992, p. 28; the 1975 English edition of this book, on p. 25 gives the number 14,000 which for 12 edi-
tions seems to be wrong).

Prayer Leaflets for the Apostleship of Prayer and Morning- and Evening Prayer
Besides these small religious booklets, Fr. Arnold published prayer leaflets, mostly

with texts from those small booklets: a four-page prayer leaflet of the Apostleship of
Prayer,  a four-page morning prayer and an evening prayer leaflet in a larger format. All
these prayer leaflets reached a total of about 97000 (cf. ibid., p. 26). 

Rosary Prayer leaflets and Fr. Arnold’s promotional Rosary Tour
Among those prayers “which, by their nature appear to be more closely allied than

others to” the spirit of the Apostleship of Prayer, “and which consequently must be
particularly dear to the associates of the Apostleship” is the rosary (Ramiére, The Apostle-
ship of Prayer; A holy League of Christian Hearts united with the Heart of Jesus, to obtain the triumph of the
Church and the Salvation of Souls, Richardson & Son, London 1866, p . 274).  No wonder, therefore,
that Fr. Arnold creatively worked for the spread of this prayer, at first through a prayer
leaflet with an instruction for praying the rosary and five special intentions for the five
decades of the rosary (see Arnold Janssen Secretariat Steyl, newsletter no. 12, January 2008). Fr.
Arnold was convinced that those intentions answered ‘a pastoral need of the faithful’.
Fr. Malfatti SJ, the director General of the Apostleship of Prayer for the German speak-
ing countries in Europe, was of the same opinion and he printed those intentions in
the Apostleship’s magazine. 

Fr. Arnold had a very special idea in mind when promoting the prayer of the rosary
with those intentions:

The rosary is one of the most familiar of all Catholic prayers both in the parish
community and at home. If the faithful are taught to be aware of the needs of oth-
ers in their prayers, they will be less preoccupied with their own selfish interests,
and by degrees will acquire a selfless concern for others, a sincere love of neighbor
(Bornemann, Arnold Janssen (English edition), p. 26).

A very special form of the rosary and recommended by the Apostleship of Prayer
is the Living Rosary: “Fifteen persons join together and divide the fifteen mysteries of
the Rosary between them. Each one then pledges to recite one decade every day,
meditating on the mystery” he or she has to pray (Ramiére, The Apostleship of Prayer…,
p. 356).  Fr. Arnold sought to spread the prayer of the Living Rosary as well, and  he did
so again with the help of prayer leaflets: in June 1873 he had 25 000 leaflets for the
prayer of the “Living Rosary” printed, but also 25 000 for the ordinary prayer of the
rosary (Alt, Journey in Faith, p.36).

The rosary as an intercessory prayer was so important to Fr. Arnold that from Sep-
tember 4 until October 10, 1872 he traveled through the Rhineland, Southern Ger-
many, Switzerland and Austria for the sake of promoting the rosary as intercessory
prayer. He seemed to have been successful in his efforts, for already rather soon he
wrote to Archbishop Melchers of Cologne: “My efforts to promote intercessory prayer
by offering up the rosary have been very blessed by God” (ibid., p. 35). 

Fr. Arnold’s principal at the junior secondary school in Bocholt, Fr. Waldau, tells us
the following about the missionary journeys of his deputy: “In Bohemia he was impris-
oned for a short time because he lacked the necessary identification papers and in
Switzerland he was confined to his hotel”(Bornemann, Remembering Arnold Janssen, Analecta
SVD – 42, p.40).

When in 1873 Fr. Arnold was to undertake another journey, he first got a passport,
issued on August 23, 1873 by the municipal council at Borken. “It included the details:
age 36; build: slim; hair: blond, special characteristics: none” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 40).



Arnold Janssen and  Germany’s religious division
Arnold Janssen was a man who was well aware of the ever new challenges his time

posed and who responded to them in ever new and creative ways. In September 1869,
during the General Assembly of the Catholic Associations of Germany in Düsseldorf,
he promoted the prayer for the reunion of all Christians. He did so in response to the
hope of many Catholics at that time – which had been nourished also in connection
with the then imminent first Vatican Council – that Protestants would return to the
fold of the Catholic Church  (see The Arnoldus Family Story, vol. 2, no. 2, March 2008). 

The desire for the union of all Christians grew particularly strong in Germany be-
cause of the founding of the German Empire in January 1871. While it was united 
politically, it was divided religiously into Protestants and Catholics (see The Arnoldus Family
Story, no. 11, December 2007).

“The unity in faith would have been the most ideal completion of the great work of
creating the German Empire”, Fr. Herman Fischer SVD writes in his biography of Arnold
Janssen (H. Fischer, Arnold Janssen, Kaldenkirchen 1919, p. 67). Fischer continues:

“It was only too natural that in those days this idea and this desire arose on both
sides and found its expression in the spoken and written word” (cf. ibid.).

For Arnold Janssen who loved his home country of Germany it was “impossible”, so
Fischer writes, “ to pass over this great contemporary concern disinterestedly.  His
apostolic heart was  touched by the tragedy of the division in faith particularly deeply,
whilst he recognized in the union in faith a high national good, as well as a marvelous
promotion of God’s honour and the tasks of the church of Jesus Christ in the world. He
wanted to and he had to help to bring about this union in faith” (ibid.).

Fr. Arnold responded to this “great concern of his time” with the paper “Invitation
to participate in a pious work regarding the religious reunion of our German father-
land” and also with a long journey during the summer of 1873. 

The paper began with the words:
Since of late the thought of the reunion of the separated brethren has been

made the object of discussion by various sides, even by those who are not church-
minded, so the wish arose that also on the Catholic side a bit more should happen
than has happened so far, in order to gradually get closer to this so eminently
Catholic and patriotic goal (ibid., p. 68).

AT THE SERVICE OF 
PROPHETIC DIALOGUE

For the occasion of the G8 Summit in
Japan from July 7-9, 2008, the chairpersons
of the National Conferences of bishops of Ger-
many, England and Wales, Scotland, France,
Italy, Japan, Canada, the USA, and the Rus-
sian Federation wrote a letter on June 17,
2008 to the leaders of the G8-Nations. In this
letter we read amongst other things:
Our religious and moral commitment to

protect human life and promote human dig-
nity moves us to be particularly concerned for
the poorest and most vulnerable members of
the human family, especially those in develo-
ping countries. The experience of the Catholic
Church in serving the needs of the poor com-
munities leads us to applaud the Summit’s
focus on the development of Africa.
It is critically important that you reaffirm

and build upon the substantial commitments
made in Gleneagles in 2005 and in Heiligen-
damm in 2007. In 2005 the world’s richest
countries promised to spend an additional
$50 billion per year on development assis-
tance by 2010, with half that amount going
to Africa. This commitment must be met and
additional commitments should be made in
the areas of health care, education and 
humanitarian aid. ….
Once again the agenda of your Summit

includes global climate change, an issue of
particular concern to people of faith based

on our commitment to protect God’s creation.
As Catholic bishops, we have a special con-
cern for the impact of climate change on the
poor. The poor, who have contributed least to
the human activities that aggravate global 
climate change, are likely to experience a dis-
proportionate share of its human effects, in-
cluding potential conflicts, escalating energy
costs, and health problems. This is true in our
own countries as well as in Africa and 
elsewhere in the developing world. The costs
of initiatives to prevent and adapt to the harm-
ful consequences of climate change should
be borne more by richer persons and nations
who have benefited most from the emissions
that have fueled development and should not
unduly burden the poor. Specific mechanisms
should be created to help poor persons and
nations adapt to the effects of global climate
change and adopt appropriate technologies
that will enhance their development in ways
that do not contribute to global climate
change. 
The G8 Summit will explore many issues

of critical importance to human life and dig-
nity. We pray that your meeting will be blessed
by a spirit of collaboration that enables you to
advance the global common good …
(www.usccb.org/sdwp/international/2008_g8_letter.pdf)

Publisher: Jürgen Ommerborn SVD
Secretariat Arnold Janssen, Steyl/Netherlands
Layout: Clemens Jansen SVD

Missionshaus Steyl | Postfach 2460 | D-41311 Nettetal  ■ Missiehuis St. Michaël | St. Michaëlstr. 7 | NL-5935 BL Steyl/Venlo

The Arnoldus Family Story

Divine Word Missionaries
Secretariat Arnold Janssen Steyl
VOLUME 2 |  No. 5 |  JUNE 2008

For your  ref lect ion
Our two saints, Arnold Janssen und Josef Freinademetz, both had a great appreciation
for nature. In the very first issue of his family magazine “Die Heilige Stadt Gottes” [The
Holy City of God] of January 1878 Fr. Arnold wrote: 
Nature is the “exalted temple of God”. God has placed us in nature, so that nature will tell
us of “His existence, His greatness, His wisdom and all His exalted qualities”.
While at sea on the way to Hongkong, Fr. Freinademetz was deeply impressed by the
ocean. He wrote: 
“Like no other element it [the ocean] is the mystical ladder by which one mounts up to the
Creator”. The sea is like a mighty organ of a thousand pipes, or a marvelously harmonious
ringing of bells whose celestial chords praise the glory of God as the Psalmist says: “more
powerful than the roar of many waters, more powerful on high is the Lord” (see Bornemann,
As wine poured out, Blessed Joseph Freinademetz SVD, Missionary in China 1879-1908, Rome, 1984, p.45). 



The reunion, though, cannot be gained “without the great and extraordinary grace
of God”. Prayer and sacrifice are the means to gain that grace. He continues:

Since the sacrifice of holy Mass is the most powerful means of grace, so we are
in need of many holy Masses to be offered for this purpose, and if possible in con-
nection with common prayer. We would like them to be offered particularly at the
most important shrines in Germany and especially during those days that many 
pilgrims are gathered there. In particular we look to Fulda where St. Boniface, the
Apostle of Germany, is buried. That would be the right place for a daily holy Mass
in honor of St. Boniface and all apostles of Germany. Working very zealously they
laid the foundation for Christianity in Germany and some of them paid with their
blood to spread it. Therefore they are the most qualified intercessors.
For those holy Masses we need financial contributions so that through the 

interest accrued, the daily holy Mass in Fulda will be guaranteed at least.
Therefore we now turn to all good Catholics who love their religion and their 

fatherland  and ask them for a financial contribution and to promote this work
amongst their own [relatives, friends and acquaintances] (ibid., pp. 68-69).   
Fr. Arnold saw in the promotion of holy Masses at the grave of St. Boniface an “em-

inently religious” project,                                                                                                                                      
for it aims to make up for the lack of reparation for the old injustice of religious

division through which Germany perpetrated so much evil in the world … (Alt, Journey
in faith, p. 38.)
Furthermore, Fr. Arnold saw in the promotion of holy Masses at St. Boniface’s grave

also an “eminently national and patriotic” project and he continued:
We can do no greater good for our German fatherland than by abolishing this

terrible religious division which for centuries has split our people spiritually in
two…Without the removal of this internal cancer, there will be no lasting unification
of minds and consequently no really lasting German greatness (ibid., pp. 38-39).  
For Fr. Arnold the daily holy Mass at St. Boniface’s grave in Fulda was of such 

importance that, as already mentioned, during the summer of 1873 he made a long
journey to collect money for those Masses.

The journey went via Saxony to Bohemia and Silesia, from there to Vienna and
Switzerland and then via Southern Germany back home….
It was an arduous journey, full of sacrifices. Quite a bit of distance he covered,

as usual, on foot. Always wanting to save money and being very strict with himself,
he often denied himself even that which was necessary. The parish priest of Erfurt
[in East Germany] would say later: “Janssen came to me absolutely frozen and
starving.” … Once in a while he was met unkindly in places where he should have
expected a friendly welcome and understanding; he was ridiculed, jeered at and
sent away. On the other hand he also made some friends and received some
money for the realization of his project. 
However, he did not succeed in collecting enough  for the interest to be suffi-

cient to set up a foundation for a daily holy Mass in the crypt of St. Boniface in
Fulda (H. Fischer, Arnold Janssen, p. 70).
“The small amount that did come in he sent to Fulda” (Alt, Journey in faith, p. 40). 
In spite of this failure to collect enough money, Fr. Arnold did not give up collecting

money for holy Masses at the grave of St. Boniface – even after he had founded the
mission house in Steyl: So in 1877 he also sent 75 Marks to Fulda from the meager
profit from the sale of his enrollment booklet for the Apostleship of prayer. The reason
for that was that he saw a connection between the unity of Christians and the success
of missionary work. He said:

We can expect worthwhile accomplishments in the foreign missions only
if God grants that we first become reunited in the faith in our western world.
For that we hope and pray (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, Founder of Three Missionary Con-
gregations, Manila, 1975, p.28).  

One Hundred years ago – June 1908
Arnold Janssen’s health

Fr. Arnold spent most of the month of June still in St. Gabriel where he had been
since February. On June 7 he described the state of his health in a letter to Fr. Wegener
in Steyl:
With my health it is not all that good. For several days I had 4% [sugar]. Then for

two days 0%; but then again 2.2; at present I have 3.8 [% sugar]. ‘Praised be the
name of the Lord.’ May He do with His servant as He pleases. In any case, I am well
looked after, probably better than could be done in Steyl (Alt, Arnold Janssen Reisen [travels],
unpublished manuscript, p. 151).  

On June 23, Fr. Arnold left St. Gabriel and went to St. Rupert / Bischofshofen. In 
a letter of July 11, 1908 to Fr. Kaufhold in Chile he described his departure from 
St. Gabriel:

My sickness had become so bad that I felt I had to say good bye to each  indi-
vidual priest and brother and to give them a small picture card with some words
from my own hand. I said that it was possible that I would come back and that I
would live for a few more years, but I felt that this was rather uncertain. Right now
sugar  is the smallest evil; the worst thing is that since a few months I have acetone
which won’t go away all that soon (Alt, Arnold Janssen SVD, Briefe nach Süd-amerika [Letters
to South America], Bd.[vol.] IV, Rom 1993, p. 419).
About his stay in St. Rupert he writes in the same letter to Fr. Kaufhold:
Here in St. Rupert, in the healthy air of the mountains, I can recover very well.

In the small forest which is next to the mission house, a tent-roof was put up; be-
neath it a table with lockable drawers was placed, so that I can be in the open air
almost all day long. There I also do my work. The doctor told me to spend as much
time as possible in the fresh air (ibid.).



A Hundred Years Ago – July 1908
From February 1908 to June 1908 Arnold Janssen was in St. Gabriel near 
Vienna. There he was taken so ill, he felt death might not be far off.  From June 24,
1908 on, he was in the second Austrian Mission House, St. Rupert /Bischofshofen.
There in the healthy mountain air he hoped to recover from his sickness – if God so
wished. He enjoyed the beautiful surroundings tremendously, yet the thought of 
approaching death did not leave him. So on July 1, 2 and 14 – six months before his
death – he wrote three “songs” “on the way to death”. 

Arnold Janssen’s thoughts about the
mission among the Indians in Paraguay

In July 1908 Arnold Janssen did not
only think of dying, but also of the foun-
ding of a mission among the Indians in
Paraguay. To the former Togo missionary
Fr. Franz Müller, whom he had chosen as
founder of this new mission, he wrote his
thoughts about the foundation on July 1,
15 and 23. In his letter of July 1, he gave
Fr. Müller some hints regarding the way
he should proceed during his first visit to
Paraguay, for instance:

“The oral discussions you are to have
should be preceded by a letter in which
you give explanations that are conducive
to getting the negotiations off to a good
start, so that the tone of the talks will be
all the more friendly”.

Then Fr. Arnold suggests the following
route:

“a. … Traveling to Asunción … From the
government or other people who know
the country well, try to find out everything
about the mission that will be helpful
when you travel there. It would be good
to establish contact – either directly or
through a mediator – with 1 or 2 good ca-
tholic deputies who, if necessary, could
influence the government and who could
instruct you about things that are impor-
tant in this matter. …

b. Travel from Asunción to Villa Rica by
train, and from there to Caaguazú into
the mission area. Going through the mis-
sion area won’t be easy. It would become
much easier if you could establish
friendly connections in the 4 places in
question, e.g. S. Joaquin, Caaguazú, Villa
Azara and the other place at the Paraná
river whose name sounds something like:
Iacuru Puru…

Naturally, you will take your map along
and wherever you can, you will collect in-
formation about the area. Along this way
you will not only meet friends; however, I
trust that God will not send you only ene-
mies or people who are indifferent. He
sends the necessary helpers to those he
has called to carry out his plans.

c. Return to Posadas [Argentina] by 
steamship on the Paraná river. 

d. When you have rested a bit, conside-
red and discussed everything well, begin
your second journey to Asunción. There
you are already known…” (Alt, Arnold Janssen
SVD, Briefe nach Südamerika [Letters to South
America], vol. IV, 1905-1908, Analecta SVD – 65/IV,
Rome 1993, pp. 412-413).
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For your ref lection

The first SVD priest to live and work amongst the African Americans in the USA was Fr. Aloy-
sius Heick. Having established the first permanent SVD SSpS mission in Vicksburg, in 1908
he tried to start another in Jackson. However, there the white population caused him enor-
mous difficulties. It was at that troublesome time that he received this encouraging letter
from Arnold Janssen:
I… wish you the same success that you achieved in Vicksburg. No doubt you will meet with
difficulties because there are no Catholic Negroes in Jackson. But if God is with you, these
difficulties, as well as others due to ignorance and prejudice, will gradually be overcome…
Have a good word for everyone you meet. In this way you will conciliate your enemies and
make friends (in: Mary E. Best, Seventy Septembers,  Holy Spirit Missionary Sisters, 1988, pp. 44-45).

St. Rupert’s, July 1st, 1908
My first Song on my Way to Death
In honour of the Heavenly Father

The end of my days is drawing near
And now death is awaiting me.
Be then, O Lord, my good Father,
And give me your bread of joy.
Forgive my failings here on earth, 
And plunge them into Jesus’ blood. 
May the Spirit of Love assist me
And you, o Father, dear and good.
Firmly have I believed your words
And taught others to know you.
I thank you for this grace;
Enfold me in your love. 
I placed my hope in you on this earth,
Trusted through every need and pain,
So let me now become your portion,
Let me be with you, good Father.

You helped me always to love you,
Often to speak of your love,
Now lead all to your love,
Complete all that I have always hoped.
My works were only paltry;
But you were strong in the weak,
Completed what I was not able to do; 
You were the strength of my soul.
So call me now to see you,
And the Son whom you sent,
Together with the Love of your hearts,
The God of Love in the joyous Land.
Amen

SONGS  OF  FAREWELL  TO  TH I S  EARTHLY  L I FE

St. Rupert



St. Rupert`s, 2 July 1908
My second Song on my
Way to Death
In Honour of the Most
Holy Son of God

O you whom I have served on earth,
O dear, sweet Son of God,
What will become of me, poor man,
For see, evening is already approaching.
If I contemplate your great works,
And all you have done for us,
O how little then it seems
That I have done for my part.
And yet, O Son of God most high,
How greatly you have loved me.
By your death you gave me life,
You died for one who grieved you.
Through you heaven was opened,
Salvation bought for us with your blood.
You who became our Brother
Obtained the highest grace for us.
Clothed in our poor flesh,
You lived piously among us,
You, most high Son of the most high God,
Seated in majesty at his right hand.
And since you chose your servant
You looked down upon me,
Called me through your Spirit
And protected me through his Bride.
In your holy priesthood
I could share completely:
Like you to teach and to save,
To offer you on the altar.
And as you sent out your servants
To teach about heaven’s door,
That fortune was also mine,
How can I repay you, O Lord, for that?
Yes, great was your goodness and love
To me, such an unworthy servant.
Now I come to you, Highest Good,
A branch from a sinful race.

But it was not I who achieved this,
You yourself accomplished that work,
You gave the grace for it, and helpers,
Alone I would have done everything wrong.
Therefore, Spirit of Eternal Love,
Love and thanks be to you.
Forgive me that I loved so poorly,
Accomplished so little for you.
But now, when my life here ends,
Grant, O my dearest Consoler,
That I may be united with you
And enter into your repose.
And when my eyes have closed,
Let others stand in my place
And let my sons, my daughters
Implore you in my spirit,
That united and with all their might 
They praise you always and ever, 
And continue to promote your honour,
Since I worked so weakly for that. 
And yet, O Father of Love,
My heart is full of thankful joy
That I have helped some people
To do what you inspired in me.
Yes, that I spoke and encouraged
People to see your great love
So that they would love you more,
You, God’s sweet breath of love.
You are the great finger of God,
The love of the Father and the Son.
You have glorified them on earth,
You Star of Love of the eternal throne.
You have glorified their love,
Revealed it, high and commanding,
And inflamed by their love
Forgot yourself all too much.
Yet now that, perhaps, the day is ending,
The evening of the times very near,
Arouse from the midst of your own,
Those who insist on your greater honour. 
For it can no longer remain this way
For you, exalted Lord of Love.

With the arms of your love
Enfold me, sweet Jesus.
I have struggled and fought for you,
Placed my life’s path in your hands.

St. Rupert´s, 14 July 1908
My third Song on my Way to Death
In honour of the great Father of Love,
the Holy Spirit
In the evening of my life
I come to you, God Holy Spirit,
To give fervent honour and thanks
To you whom my soul praises.
God of beautiful love, never
Can I praise and thank you enough.
You gave me all I have on earth,
Even body and soul I owe to you.
You gave me intellect to recognize you,
And powers to love you, too.
How I thank you that you made it possible
To direct all of them to you.
You made me a child of the Church,
Gave me pious parents and teachers.
Thus I was guided on the path of goodness,
All of this I owe  to you.
You gave me the ability to learn,
Drew me to yourself through grace,
Called me to the priesthood
And prepared the path for me.
Thus, Lord, I became your son,
You gave me strength and grace for 

yourself,
Anointed me with your oil,
Filled me with your Spirit.
Then I worked as a priest,
Strove for your holy kingdom,
Encouraged people to practice prayer
And encouraged myself as well.
Thus, Lord, you inspired me
To work for souls in need;
To train good priests for them,
To save them, as God commanded.

The Son and the Father want it
For you, the apple of their eye.
Grant, then, O mild and gentle Spirit,
That my children will think that way,
That they may love you in return
And be zealous for your honour,
That they may love you sincerely,
Since you have given us so much,
In addition loved us so greatly,
You God, who guide all things.
Therefore I consecrate them to your love,
Oh take them under your protection
That they may serve you, chaste and pure,
Not following sinful human paths.
For that is your exalted will,
You who love purity so greatly;
For you are holy, thrice holy,
And you wish the honour of the pure.
The father of your children exalts you,
Your children exalt you too.
Accept them in your goodness and love,
You, God’s sweet breath of love.
(Bro. Eugenius Wachter SVD & Bro. Bonifatius Gas-
smann SVD (eds), Selbstverfasste Gedichte des Dieners
Gottes P. Arnoldus Janssen S.V.D. [Poems by the Servant
of God, Arnold Janssen SVD, transl. J. Mulberge,] Steyl,
1949, pp. 307-313)

Arnold Janssen
Relief by 
Franz Gutmann
(1978)
Church in 
Gaesdonck
near Goch



From the beginnings of the SVD /SSpS African
American Mission in Jackson / USA

On July 20, 1908 Fr. Heick, the first SVD to
work amongst the African Americans in the
USA, had sent Arnold Janssen his building
plans for the new parish in Jackson. On August
4, 1908, five months before his death, Fr. Ar-
nold sent him this interesting and very telling
reply: 

“1. I received your kind letter …, together with
the enclosed drawings. I have studied them
most carefully …. I take it that the plans are
drawn up in conformity with local conditions.
The only difficulties I encountered were with
the projected chapel in the school building. 2.
This chapel is 31 feet, 6 inches long, and 23
feet, 6 inches wide. These are suitable dimen-
sions, both for a school and for a chapel. But
the following factors should also be taken into
consideration. 3. I think you wish to use iron
beams for the ceiling. But in that case the fol-
lowing considerations should be borne in mind.
4. Once a beam exceeds a length of 6 meters,
irrespective of whether it is of wood or iron, it
becomes more easily shaken and hence depri-
ved of much of its load-bearing capacity. 5. The
beams of the chapel, transversely laid, would
[in your plan] be about 7,5 meters (= 24 feet)
long. I wonder therefore if you could possibly
shorten their length by one meter? There is one
other possible solution. You could place one
single beam with a length of 23.5 feet in the
center and support it at its midpoint by a round
column. You could then let all the other beams
rest upon this [central beam] and upon the
front and rear walls of the chapel. These
beams would only need to be some 16 feet
long and would not need to be so strong. 6. I
note that the land you purchased for $ 42,000
measures 240 by 330 feet, and that you have

received only $ 9,000 from Mother Drexel to
pay for both the land and the buildings. Now I
see that you are planning four buildings:
church, school, priests’ house and Sisters’ con-
vent. But how will you be able to pay for all this
with only $ 4,800? 7. This is a mystery about
which Father Heick is observing the strictest si-
lence. But how am I supposed to solve this
puzzle if he is incapable of doing so? There is
the additional problem that, as you are well
aware, there are as yet no Catholic Negroes in
Jackson. How easily, then, could the whole pro-
ject end in failure! …

12. To complete the plans, the location of the
playgrounds should also be indicated, so that
one can see whether they are well located and
sufficiently extensive. I also ask you to give
thought to the following question. Since Jack-
son is the state capital and the Negroes make
up perhaps a quarter or half of the population,
it may well be that you may later obtain a very
large parish. At the present time, however, the
pastoral ministry also includes the esta-
blishment of associations, in order to bind the
people together and protect them from harmful
influences. All this should be indicated in your
plan, at least in approximate outline. In addi-
tion a kindergarten and a young women’s asso-
ciation may also be necessary. 13. The
possible enlargement of the school should also
be borne in mind.... 

Kindest regards in all charity,
Your spiritual Father in the Lord, A. Janssen”

(Alt, ed., Arnold Janssen SVD, Letters to the United States of
America, transl. Robert Pung SVD and Peter Spring, Steyler
Verlag Nettetal, 1998, pp.449-451).    
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For your ref lection
On September 28, 1908 Arnold Janssen wrote to Sr. Valeria, Provincial Superior in Kaiser
Wilhelmsland [Emperor William’s country]/ New Guinea:
Time and again you must preach the truth that this earth is a valley of tears, because 
people find it so difficult to get along with each other. Through the graces of the church, 
patience and humility, it receives plants from paradise which make this valley of tears 
beautiful and easy (Alt, Arnold Janssen SVD, Briefe nach Neuguinea und Australien, p. 397). 

In January 1871 the German Empire had been founded. A short time later  the Kul-
turkampf (= cultural battle) began which would last until 1887. It was this Kulturkampf,
this battle of the State against the Catholic Church, which forced Arnold Janssen to
move to Steyl in the Netherlands in order to realize his plans for the establishment of
a German mission house for German missionaries. Therefore, we cannot tell the
“Arnoldus Family Story” without talking about the Kulturkampf. This word was first
used by the medical doctor and leftist-liberal member of the Prussian State Parlia-
ment, Rudolf Ludwig Karl Virchow (1821-1901).
The German Empire of 1871
The German Empire was a confederation of 25 member states – each with its own 
government and parliament. The kingdom of Prussia was the largest and most 
powerful of those states and its king, William I., was the German Emperor or Kaiser as
he was called in German. 
The most important political organs in the new empire were the Bundesrat, that is
“the federal council of deputies from the states”, and the national parliament, the 
Reichstag. The most important civil servant was the Reichskanzler, the chancellor of
the empire, who was appointed by and responsible only to the Emperor (cf. http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_Empire – 22.09.2008).
Some general remarks concerning the “Kulturkampf” – “Cultural Battle”
The “Kulturkampf” of 1871-1887 had its preliminary phases in Switzerland, Austria
and the German states of Bavaria and Baden. The anti-catholic driving force during the
“cultural battle” was Liberalism, which in Germany was politically active in the National
Liberal Party and several Leftist Liberal Parties. Liberalism aimed to liberate state and
society from the power and control of the Catholic Church. The Catholic Church had an-
gered Liberalism particularly through the Syllabus of Errors and the dogma of papal
infallibility. In 1864 Pope Pius IX published the encyclical Quanta Cura which had as
an appendix the Syllabus or collection of the principle errors of our times, which the
Pope had already mentioned in various speeches, encyclicals and other Apostolic let-
ters.  The Syllabus, therefore, did not say anything new, nevertheless, “it was seen as
a declaration of war on the modern state and modern science, in view of its claim to
authority and the sharpness of its formulations” (Jedin, ed., transl. Peter Becker, History of the
Church, Volume VIII, Burns & Oates, London 1981, p. 116). 



The dogma of papal infallibility made the Liberals still more angry, for they feared “that
the dogma would not be confined to the theological sphere but would claim papal ju-
risdiction over princes and states in nonreligious questions as well” (ibid., p. 276).  

The “Kulturkampf” – “Cultural Battle” of 1871-1887
Causes of the “Kulturkampf”
In this “Kulturkampf”, in this battle between the State and the Catholic Church, the
State was represented by the chancellor of the Empire, Otto von Bismarck (1815-
1898), in association with the anti-Catholic National Liberal Party.
What were the causes for this battle?
“One direct cause of the conflict was the creation of the [Catholic] Centre Party, which
Bismarck falsely regarded as a conglomerate of the Empire’s adversaries. Other causes
were the dispute over the dogma of infallibility, the alliance with the National Liberals
… and his fear of an anti-German coalition of Catholic states [like Austria and France]”
(Jedin,ed., transl. Margit Resch,  History of the Church, Vol. IX, Burns & Oates, London 1981, pp. 26-27). 
Let us look at two of these causes in a bit more detail: 
Bismarck and the Liberals had several reasons to see in the Catholic Centre Party an
enemy of the new German Empire: the party demanded “the inclusion of certain fun-
damental rights in the federal constitution, among them articles 15 and 18 of the
Prussian constitution” which guaranteed the freedom of the church” (ibid., p.30). Further-
more the party supported the minorities in the German Empire like the Catholic Poles
and Alsatians and it called for the restoration of the Papal States which the Pope had
lost to the newly united kingdom of Italy. All of this Bismarck and the Liberals rejected
as being contrary to the interests of the new German Empire. 
The Protestant Bismarck had aligned himself with the National Liberal Party which
was anti-Catholic. In addition, in the new German Empire, where the population was
predominantly protestant, “National - Liberal, National - Protestant and also Protestant
conservative writers presented the results of 1870/71”, that is the creation of the
new German Empire, as a victory for the Protestant principles concerning state and so-
ciety and as “a consequence of Protestant Prussian history”. The ruling Catholic Hab-
sburg dynasty of Austria (until 1866 the leading State in the German confederation,
the predecessor of the German Empire) “the papacy, the Jesuits, and the Counter 
Reformation were held responsible for actually or allegedly leading German history
astray” (cf. ibid., p. 28).
The Beginning of the “Kulturkampf” – the “Cultural Battle”
In Germany the dogma of papal infallibility had not been accepted by all Catholics.
Many of the dogma’s opponents were professors of theology and teachers of religion.
When the German bishops began to withhold the missio canonica from them or to sus-
pend and excommunicate them, they “appealed to the state for assistance”; and the
state – contrary to the wishes of the bishops – “granted them protection and guaran-
teed them” their jobs in the universities and schools (cf. Jedin, ed., transl. Peter Becker, History
of the Church, vol. VIII,  Burns & Oates, London, 1981, p. 332). The Prussian state did even more:  

Within the ministry of culture there were a Catholic and a Protestant department. On
8 July 1871 the Catholic department “was dissolved and combined with the Protestant
department to form a department for ecclesiastical affairs” (Jedin, ed., transl. Margit Resch,
History of the Church, vol. IX, Burns & Oates, London, 1981, p. 32). 
This dissolution of the Catholic department is considered the beginning of the “Kul-
turkampf” in Prussia.
Some “Kulturkampf” – “Cultural Battle” Laws
Some of the laws were valid for the whole empire, some only for Prussia. Since Arnold
Janssen lived in Prussia, all of these laws were of concern to him.
March 11, 1872: School supervision law
Through this law the state had the right to supervise all public and private schools and
to appoint school inspectors, who until then had been appointed by the Church (cf. ibid.,
p.33).
July 4, 1872: Jesuit law
Jesuits and related orders like the Redemptorists and Lazarists “were forbidden in the
Empire and existing foundations were dissolved.”  The reason for this law was that
the Jesuits were “charged with responsibility for the Syllabus and for the dogma of in-
fallibility, and they were exposed as opponents of the modern state and civil liberties.”
(ibid., p. 35)
May 11, 1873: Law regarding the training and appointment of the clergy
According to this law, appointment to a clerical office was dependent on “German citi-
zenship, on education at a German university, and on approval by the state”. “All cleri-
cal educational institutions were placed under the control of the state.”  Besides their
theological exams, theology students had also to pass “an additional state examina-
tion in philosophy, history, and German literature” – the so-called “culture examina-
tion”.  The bishops had to report each candidate for clerical office to the appropriate
state authority. If that authority objected, the appointment could not become effective
(cf. ibid., pp. 36-37). Priests who were appointed by the bishops without being approved
by the state became “liable to punishment just for saying Mass or administering sacra-
ments” (ibid., p.38). 
May 12, 1873: Law regarding ecclesiastical disciplinary power and the establishment
of a Royal Tribunal of Ecclesiastical Affairs
This law “excluded all non-German Church institutions, primarily the Pope and the
Curia, from disciplinary power over the German clergy”.  The newly established royal
tribunal could “dismiss clergymen who had violated the law or a civil regulation to such
a degree that their activity appeared incompatible with law and order” (ibid., p. 37).
May 31, 1875: Law concerning religious orders
This law excluded all religious orders and congregations from Prussian state territory.
Existing monasteries or convents were not allowed to accept new members and they
were to be dissolved within six months. “In case of orders whose members were tea-
ching, the deadline could be extended up to four years”. Exempted from this law were
only those congregations which were active in nursing. Their houses, however, could
be closed down any time (ibid., p. 42). 



FAREWELL VISITS – LAST WISHES
On September 25, 1908 Fr. Arnold had re-

turned to Steyl after having been away for se-
veral months. On October 1st  he visited the
Missionary Sisters; in his talk he expressed his
joy over the great number of men and women
who had made their retreat either in the mis-
sion house or in the sisters’ convent in 1908.

“I heard that that altogether there were
more than 5000, and that 2000 and more
were here in this house. We must thank the
Lord God for bringing them here; it is a large
number, for 5000 could be a big town. … 
I know the Sisters had to make many sacrifi-
ces, because when the house is full of guests,
the residents of the house have to make do
with a small space in a corner … That makes a
truly good impression on the guests which they
take home with them. … I counsel you, good
Sisters, to zealously adore God the Holy Spirit
and the Most Sacred Heart. …

In the early years I did a great deal for the
Servants of the Holy Spirit; some things I did
at home; I taught the Sisters Spanish and saw
to it that they were better educated. My mani-
fold duties prevent me from doing that now. I
thank the Lord God that he has placed Rev. Fr.
Director General [auf der Heide] at my side.
….You yourselves can look with confidence to
the future. It is obvious that God has blessed
the Sisters. His favor comes clearly and plainly
to light in the successes here and in the mis-
sions. However, the Lord’s vineyard is still so
big, there is still so much work to be done; we
have to support it with prayer. Prayers to the
Holy Spirit are much more important, so that
the grace of the Holy Spirit will prepare and
enlighten the hearts of the people” (Sr. Paula
Anna Jostock, Chronicle of the Motherhouse of the Missio-
nary Sisters, 1908-1911, pp. 26-27.29.30-31).

On October 6, Fr. Arnold visited the Adora-
tion Sisters. He strongly recommended to
them the veneration of the Blessed Trinity and
in particular of the Holy Spirit: “It always gives
me joy when I see that you piously worship the
third person of the most blessed Trinity, the
Holy Spirit. You have done that until now, con-
tinue doing it also in the future.”  … “He then
added jokingly that among the Sisters there
would surely be one who could tell a joke and,
if any Sister looked sad, could cheer her up.”
Before leaving them he blessed each Sister in-
dividually; in the chronicle we read: “All the Si-
sters had to gather at the entrance. … It really
touched us to see the venerable old man stan-
ding in the midst of his Sisters, who were knee-
ling around him, and how he went to each one
and gave her his last blessing. … All the Sisters
were in a happy mood, even though the joy
was mingled with sadness, because Fr. Supe-
rior General said goodbye to us in such a so-
lemn way, as if it were for the last time”.  

Fr. Arnold was then also given a tour of the
house and garden. When he came to the ce-
metery and the grave of the good Mother
Maria [Helena Stollenwerk] all the Sisters had
to come and pray with him in turn 7 times
“Jesus, Mary, Joseph!” for Mother Maria and
all those who rested in this cemetery. He tho-
roughly enjoyed the many beautiful flowers in
the cemetery. “When we reached the gate, our
dear Father said farewell to us…. Fr. Director
General [auf der Heide] said: “Fr. Superior Ge-
neral will come back again next year.” Fr. Supe-
rior General smiled and shrugged his
shoulders doubtfully (Chronicle of the Motherhouse
of the Adoration Sisters, Steyl II, pp. 197. 198-199).             
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For your ref lection
Some last words of advice from Arnold Janssen to religious (October 6, 1908)
Should the thought ever arise that things would be nicer elsewhere, that it would be better
to return to the world, oppose it resolutely. Those are temptations. They arise in religious
life at times and that is not a bad thing. The Lord God wants his servants to prove faithful
in strife.
… Remain faithful to prayer, remain faithful in your duty, keep faithful to your vocation even
if temptations come (Chronicle of the Motherhouse of the Adoration Sisters, Steyl II, p. 198).

As in the September issue, in this issue of “The Arnoldus Family Story” the Kulturkampf
(cultural battle) again takes centre place. In September we got to know some of the
important Kulturkampf – laws. Now we will first look at the Bishops’ reactions to those
laws and then at Arnold Janssen’s position with regard to the Kulturkampf. 
The Bishops’ reactions to the “Kulturkampf” – “Cultural Battle” Laws
The laws which were to injure the Catholic Church very much were those of May 1873
– the so-called “May laws”–, particularly the one requiring state approval for appoint-
ment to clerical office, such as parish priest. The Prussian bishops rejected these laws
and “forbade any kind of cooperation in their enforcement. With the exception of a
small minority (so-called state priests, state Catholics), the clergy and the laity followed
these directives”.  The bishops themselves continued to appoint priests without state
approval (Jedin, ed., transl. Margit Resch, History of the Church,  volume IX, Burns & Oates, London,
1981, pp. 37-38), for which they were fined and if they did not pay, imprisoned.  In
1874/75 “five out of eleven Prussian bishops spent several months in prison”, among
them Archbishop Melchers of Cologne, and from March 18–April 27, 1875 Fr. Arnold’s
own Bishop Brinkmann of Muenster. The Catholics revered these bishops as true mar-
tyrs. Priests who carried out their pastoral duties without state approval were even
threatened with expulsion from Germany. In Prussia “more than a thousand parishes
were without pastors” (ibid., p. 43).
Archbishop Melchers was imprisoned from March 31-October 9, 1874. Not very long
after his release from prison, Fr. Arnold visited him to tell him of his plan to start a
mission house for the foreign missions. Having just gone through the unjust prison ex-
perience, the bishop unsurprisingly answered: “We live in a time when everything
seems to be shaking and sinking. Now you are coming and want to start something
new?” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 57).  
Since even prison could not break the bishops’ resistance to the Kulturkampf laws, a
number of bishops were deposed by the Royal Tribunal of Ecclesiastical Affairs, among
them also Archbishop Melchers and Bishop Brinkmann. According to Church law, the
bishops remained in office; they went into exile, “where they tried to rule over their
dioceses with the help of secret delegates” (Jedin, ed., History of the Church, vol. IX, 1981, p.
40). In autumn 1875 Bishop Brinkmann reportedly went into exile to Roermond in the
Netherlands. That means that about the same time that Fr. Arnold inaugurated St.



Michael’s mission house in Steyl, Diocese of Roermond, his own bishop of Muenster
found refuge in the very same diocese! It was from his place of exile that on May 25,
1880 Bishop Brinkmann officially released Fr. Arnold, his brother John Janssen and his
close co-worker Hermann Wegener from the diocese of Muenster, so that they could
dedicate themselves for the rest of their lives to the mission house in Steyl. At the end
of this hand-written document the Bishop wrote: Dat ex loco nostri exilii, die 25 Maji
1880 – given from the place of our exile, May 25, 1880 (Arnold Janssen Generalate Archives
SVD, No. 30866). The bishop did not give the name of the place, for his whereabouts had
to be kept secret and he had to change location several times. 

Arnold Janssen and the “Kulturkampf” – “Cultural Battle”
From the summer of 1874, Catholic public gatherings, associations and newspapers
“were subject to strict police control” (Jedin, ed., History of the Church, vol. IX, p. 40). But that
did not prevent Arnold Janssen from publishing his mission magazine Kleiner Herz-
Jesu-Bote – “Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart”, already from January 1874, then
in 1878 the Heilige Stadt Gottes – “Holy City of God” and in 1880 the St. Michaels-
Kalender – “St. Michael’s Almanac”.
It was just at the beginning of this summer of 1874, in the June issue of the Kleiner
Herz-Jesu-Bote, that Fr. Arnold encouraged parents to allow their sons to study for the
priesthood if they wished to do so. He wrote: “Due to the present difficulties… we pro-
bably will be faced with a great lack of priests in future. That is not good. …. This lack
will be doubly felt when the time of the final victory of the church comes, the victory
we are hoping for. …Therefore we request Christian parents: If they have sons who
show the inclination and ability to become priests, they should by no means prevent
their children from studying because of the present difficulties. … Under ordinary cir-
cumstances a proper course of studies up to ordination takes 12-14 years. That is a
long time during which a lot will change” (Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote, June 1874, p. 50). With these
words Fr. Arnold predicted nothing less than the final victory of the church. To make
such a prediction in his mission magazine at the time that the press was subject to par-
ticularly strict police control demanded a lot of courage!
For Fr. Arnold the “Kulturkampf” even had a positive side. In February 1874 he wrote
in the Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote:
“God is most marvelous in all his ways. Even in the present affliction he certainly has
a loving plan in mind. This distress has come after so much prayer [asking that it
might not come] and for that reason we cannot possibly regard it as a misfortune. Of
course, here and there we are experiencing quite significant abuses. Generally speak-
ing, however, it will have a beneficial effect (Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote, February 1874, p. 18). 
In another article of the same issue of the Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote he wrote:
“God is allowing so many priests to be driven out of Germany. On the other hand they
cannot get peaceful employment in the main area served by the St. Boniface Associ-
ation. In all this God is giving us Germans a hint. For with regard to preaching the
faith, compared to France we have done so little up to now to carry out the Lord’s
command ‘go into all the world’. (Ibid., p. 17).

For Fr. Arnold it was clear: Through the “Kulturkampf” – the “cultural battle”, through
the expulsion of those priests who disobeyed the “Kulturkampf” laws, God was telling
the German Catholics: It is high time for you to make your contribution to the World Mis-
sion! Send your priests who can’t work in Germany any longer to the missions!  

ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO – APPROACHING DEATH
For Arnold Janssen, October 1908 was to be the last month of his life during which he
could lead the religious missionary congregations he had founded. On November 1st
he had to hand over the governance to Assistant Superior General, Fr. Nicholas Blum.
Let us think back to 1908 and accompany our spiritual father during this last stage of
his life.
On October 29, 1908 Fr. Arnold was still able to write to Bishop Henninghaus, Vicar
Apostolic of our mission in South Shantung in China:
“Right now I am still burdened with a great deal of work. However, as soon as time al-
lows, I will attend to everything that is still outstanding. Finally I ask for your Episcopal
blessing and commend myself to the prayers of your Grace. Leading such a big con-
gregation is not easy, and one certainly needs grace from above” (Alt. Arnold Janssen SVD,
Briefe nach China (Letters to China), vol. III, Rome 2002, p. 275).

However, time did not allow him to do what was still outstanding. For already the next
day, Friday, October 30, Fr. Arnold’s way of the cross began, the path that finally led to
his death. Signing letters, “his pen slipped from his fingers” (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen,
English edition, p. 510).

About the next day, October 31, Fr. auf der Heide, one of Fr. Arnold’s closest co-workers,
wrote:
“It was during lunch on the day before All Saints Day 1908 that Most Reverend Fr. Su-
perior General told his secretary and me: “I do not know what will happen to me. A
change is going on in my body; I fear a stroke. You probably noticed how unsteady I
was in my movements this morning.” … During the afternoon coffee break and also
during the evening meal it was noticed that Fr. Superior General did not see some of
the dishes right in front of him; however, his appetite was good. So I asked him if he
did not feel well; he answered: “I am fine.” Also after evening prayers he spoke to me
serenely and fully resigned to God’s will (Fritz Bornemann, Nachrichten über Krankheit und Tod
unseres Stifters (Concerning the sickness and death of our founder), Verbum Supplementum 10, Rome
1969, p. 52).

I  ador e  the  
holy  w i l l  o f  God !

(Arnold Janssen, October 6, 1908, to the Adoration Sisters in Steyl)



From the farewell letters to the Superiors
To Fr. Limbrock, Prefect Apostolic in Papua

New Guinea (November 15): “…You will pro-
bably want to know more details about the
progress of my illness. On the Friday before All
Saints my hand was already so weak that I
could no longer write. Now I cannot do
anything at all with it. Then my eyes became
dim and now I can read only with great diffi-
culty. My memory is also slipping badly and it
has become most difficult for me to express
my thoughts to any extent. But I thank the
Lord that I am still at ease and grateful that
he has not put some heavier cross  on me.
Many bishops have sent me notes of sym-
pathy: like Bp. Dingelstadt of Muenster [Fr. Ar-
nold’s classmate from high school days], Bp.
Drehmann of Roermond and Cardinal Fischer
[of Cologne]. …  In conclusion I extend to you
all my last priestly and fatherly blessing. I en-
trust myself urgently to your prayers in life and
in death, that the Lord may find in me his
faithful servant…” (Alt, Arnold Janssen SVD, Letters to
New Guinea and Australia, Analecta – 79, pp. 407-408).

To Fr. Klein, superior in Sydney/Australia
(November. 17): “…You can well imagine how
much I am thinking of all my good confreres in
these days, whom I love as children in the
name of the Lord. I wish them all the richest
blessings of God’s grace for all their toil and
troubles and I ask the Lord to bless them and
his angels to protect them all the days of their
life. In these days of trial, I rejoice  in the
thought of those good children of mine,
whom I dearly love. …

Remain ever loyal children of the Society
which has trained you; keep its rules faithfully,
even when you are not being observed, for
only obedience and humility are of any value
in the eyes of God (ibid., p. 409).

To Fr. Regional Kost in Togo (November 16):
“…Tell also all the priests, brothers and sisters
under you that I thank them for all their pray-
ers for me, as well as for their love for the So-
ciety. May they continue to work faithfully in
God’s vineyard, for they themselves know only
all too well how much still has to happen be-
fore Christ’s kingdom reigns all over the earth.
Hell makes great efforts to ruin the souls;
make every effort so that these evil spirits do
not surpass you in zealous work. Even if an in-
dividual has a job which does not give so
much honor, he / she may not lose heart, for
everything is necessary and all must work with
one heart and mind if the gospel is to bear
fruit. Finally I give all of you my priestly and fa-
therly blessing and ask you urgently to pray for
me while I am alive and when I am dead. I will
do the same when I am at God’s throne where
we certainly will see each other again as I
hope and wish most ardently. With my most
cordial greetings I remain, in the love of the
Holy Spirit, your spiritual father in the Lord,

signed Arn. Janssen” 
(SVD Generalate, Arnold Janssen Archive, Nos. 42.672-
42.672a).
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For your ref lection
Words from Arnold Janssen’s last letter to Fr. Degenhardt in Chile (Nov. 18, 1908), but im-
portant for all members of the Arnoldus Family:
I ask you “to give my most sincere greetings to all the priests and brothers in La Serena;
there is one word which I would like to inscribe deep in the hearts of all my dear children:
in all your works seek only God; at the same time let no one surpass you in your service of
and zeal for the veneration and propagation of the divine interests. …
Since our Society has chosen the veneration of God the Holy Spirit as its goal, so shall this
be and remain its goal, and may there never be any deviation from it. This is my will, which
I once more wish to emphasize; may there never be a confrere who does not fulfill this. That
would be to the great detriment of the Society and must never ever happen (Alt, Briefe nach
Südamerika (Letters to South America), vol. IV, p.460). We are approaching the one hundredth anniversary of the death of St. Arnold Janssen.

When he was signing letters on October 30, 1908, “his pen slipped from his fingers”
– the first sign of a stroke, the beginning of the end of a missionary life whose motto
had been: “May the Heart of Jesus live in the hearts of all people!”  In this newsletter
we will accompany our sick founder through the month of November 1908. At the time
he was living with members of the General Council and sick confreres in “St. Gregory”,
the former convent of the Holy Spirit Missionary and Adoration Sisters.
November 1 – All Saints Day: Fr. Hermann auf der Heide, one of Fr. Arnold’s most
trusted confreres and his confessor wrote about this day:
“In the morning of All Saints Day Fr. Superior General came late for morning prayer –
something that had never happened before, and at the end of the meditation he left
the chapel and came back for Holy Mass…” He was not able to celebrate Holy Mass
himself but received Holy Communion later. When Fr. Assistant General Blum took
Fr. Arnold back to his room from the chapel, one could see that his right hand was 
almost paralyzed and his right foot just a bit” (Fritz Bornemann, Nachrichten über Krankheit
und Tod unseres Stifters [Concerning the sickness and death of our founder], Verbum Supplementum 10,
Rome 1969, p. 52). He kept repeating to Fr. Blum: “I’m worn out. – It’s evening” (Alt, Journey
in faith, p. 1000).
After lunch Fr. auf der Heide and Fr. Scholl were going for a stroll in the garden when
they met Fr. Arnold. Fr. Arnold took Fr. auf der Heide’s hand as a support and they
walked around for a while. “He was quite cheerful,” recalled Fr. auf der Heide, “and he
said: ‘slowly the end is approaching.’ We tried to make him give up such thoughts but
he insisted on them and smiled as he said: ‘The end is approaching. Night is setting
in. It is moving fast! I am finished. Fiat voluntas divina! (May the divine will be done)’
(Bornemann, Nachrichten … (Concerning the sickness…), pp. 52-53).
Due to the poor condition of Fr. Arnold’s health, Assistant General Fr. Blum took over
the administration of the Society of the Divine Word and the Congregation of the Holy
Spirit Missionary and Adoration Sisters. However, “out of consideration for the person
of our venerable founder”, this was not immediately made public (ibid., p. 34), but only
on January 6, 1909.
November 2: Once again Fr. Arnold was not able to celebrate Holy Mass and for several
weeks he remained unable to do so; during that time he received Holy Communion
daily.



At 10.30 in the evening of this All Souls day, he received the sacrament of anointing of the
sick. Fr. auf der Heide writes: “After Fr. Assistant General had anointed him and also given
him general absolution, he thanked Fr. Superior General on behalf of everyone for all the
good they had received from him. He asked him to give all his spiritual children his priestly
and paternal blessing: the priests, brothers and sisters. The sick Fr. General lifted his right
hand up high and in a loud and solemn voice he gave the holy blessing” (ibid., p. 53).
November 3: In the morning Fr. Arnold received Holy Viaticum from Fr. Blum. According
to the physician, Fr. Arnold had suffered a stroke. Nevertheless, he was not confined
to his bed but was able to sit in a chair at his desk. In a letter to the confreres in 
Europe, Fr. Blum wrote on this day: “So the good father, who has done so much for us,
is now almost helpless in his room” (ibid., p. 29).
November 4: General Councilor Fr.  Bodems wrote: “Fr. Superior General has lost al-
most all the vocabulary of the German language. He knows very well if an object is
called by its right name or not; he also can repeat every word easily, but on his own he
cannot express any thought anymore; therefore he tries to help himself with signs”
(ibid., pp. 74-75).
That day Fr. Arnold’s brothers Peter and Gerard came from Goch to visit him and 
remained until the following day. 
November 5: Fr. Arnold’s birthday. He turned 71.
November 6: The Holy Father, Pope Pius X., sent Fr. Arnold his apostolic blessing to-
gether with a plenary indulgence.
November 7: Another brother of Fr. Arnold, Capuchin Brother Juniperus Janssen, came
to visit and stayed until November 25.
In those days Fr. Arnold’s thoughts were almost continuously directed to God; he often
prayed: “The Lord has given, the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the
Lord!” “Jesus, for you I live, Jesus for you I die; Jesus, I am yours in life and in death.
Amen.” “God have mercy on me poor sinner!”  “Let us thank God for everything! We
must praise the triune God….” (ibid., p. 53).
November 10: On this day Fr. Assistant Superior General Blum notified the confreres
and sisters overseas of Fr. Arnold’s sickness for the first time.
November 12-30: Before his death Fr. Arnold wanted to give all members of the 
Society a memorial, as an invitation to thank God for his generosity. Thus, as General
Councilor Fr. Bodems recalled, on November 12 he began to sign these memorials.
Since his right hand was completely paralyzed, he used his left hand – and that meant
a tremendous effort. Moreover, his left hand was also slightly paralyzed, nor had he
any practice in writing with his left hand. Still he slaved away for hours to sign about
1000 small pictures” (ibid., p. 75). However, as Fr. Goergen recalled, “the more he wrote,
the more his hand refused to write. In fact only the professed confreres in Steyl re-
ceived a memento. I have two of the pictures but only the letter J of the signature is
recognizable” (Bornemann, Remembering Arnold Janssen, Analecta SVD – 42, p. 361).

This little episode shows that Fr. Arnold wanted to be active even in his sickness.  Fr.
auf der Heide wrote: “With the help of one of the priests he went through his archive
and put it in order. Furthermore he still dictated about 70 letters; particularly during
the first weeks; his secretary, however, often had to guess his thoughts and had to ex-
press them more clearly. In that regard Fr. Superior General was in a very poor condi-
tion; it was so difficult for him to find the right expressions and names of the priests
and brothers. “Help me, please,” he said then; “Tell me his name; make a guess!”
Both Fr. Superior General and his secretary truly had to practice patience (Bornemann,
Nachrichten über – Concerning the sickness and death…, pp. 54-55).
Fr. Arnold’s secretary, Fr. Stolte, remembered: “For hours I guessed names in order to
know what Fr. Superior wanted. He was unable to express himself. However, his mind
was still active. He remembered all his concerns. He wanted to greet everybody and
bid farewell to all. He gave them his last admonitions. Actually, it was me who wrote
the letters and then I read them to Fr. Superior for his approval. He then said: “It’s all
right.” These letters were to be sent to the superiors in all those countries where his
missionaries were working. November 18 turned out to be a particularly difficult day
for both Fr. Arnold and his secretary,  as Fr. Stolte remembered: “I was to write to St.
Gabriel’s, since the scholastics had sent him a letter of condolence. We did not under-
stand each other. I asked Fr. Regional Reidick for help. Fr. Superior sent Bro. Damien
after me to fetch me; he said to me: “You are too big for your boots”. He scolded me
still more, even though he praised  the letters I wrote; tears ran down my cheeks. Then
Fr. Reidick entered the room and it became clear: he wanted to write to Fathers Gier,
Hansen and Lux… After evening meditation Fr. Arnold waited for me in the hallway; he
kissed my hand and asked for forgiveness” (ibid., p. 80). Fr. Blum related similarly about
Fr. Arnold during that dif-
ficult time: “When he re-
alized there was some-
thing he had not done
well, he began to weep,
fell on his knees and
asked for forgiveness”.
From November 14 on,
he went to confession
every day (ibid., p. 20).
Fr. Arnold was not only 
interested in the congre-
gations he had founded,
but also in politics, and
his secretary had to read
the newspaper to him
(ibid., p. 80).

Arnold Janssen
after the stroke



Arnold Janssen’s consecration 
to the church’s missionary work

Now that we reflect upon the last days of our
founder, it may be appropriate that we remem-
ber the spiritual foundation upon which Fr. Ar-
nold had built his missionary life. This, for
instance, is shown very well  in the two prayers
of consecration of 1875 and 1876.
On June 16, 1876, Fr. Arnold and his first com-
panions – each in his own place of residence –
consecrated themselves to  the Sacred Heart
of Jesus and to the missionary work of the new
mission house which was about to be founded
in Steyl. Having made that consecration, they
added another prayer “which referred to the in-
tended work. Later on the same prayer was
changed a bit and then received the following
wording with which in the mission house vows
were made during the first years” (H. auf der Heide,
Die Missionsgesellschaft von Steyl. Ein Bild der ersten 25
Jahre ihres Bestehens [The missionary society of Steyl, a pic-
ture of its first 25 years], Steyl 1900, p. 36). The follo-
wing is a small extract from this prayer: “…With
regard to the fervent wishes of Your Most Sa-
cred Heart, which in such a special way are di-
rected towards the spread of your holy kingdom
upon earth, I, prostrate before you, my creator,
redeemer and sustainer, make my poor person
available to your divine heart with regard to the
mission work of your holy church, insofar as
participation in it is striven for in this house;
and at first I do so  for the next three years, be-
ginning today… May the light of your divine
word shine in the darkness of sin and the night
of paganism, and may the Sacred Heart of
Jesus live in the hearts of all people! Amen
(ibid., pp. 36-37).

After Fr. Arnold and John Baptist Anzer had
agreed on new statutes for the mission house,
on June 16, 1876 both “took their perpetual
vows on these statutes in the form of a prayer
of consecration” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 126).  Here
now are extracts from this prayer:
“…Already truly prostrated before your face, for
the increase of your honor and the greater
spread of your kingdom on earth, in honor of
the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus… and for the
salvation of souls we promise you the following: 
The wishes of your most holy Son are mine,
and I will work insofar as I possibly can for the
spread on earth of your holy gospel that saves,
illumines and vivifies souls and destroys the
kingdom of your enemy, the devil: particularly
amongst those pagan peoples who do not yet
know you as the Redeemer of all, who loves
them so much, who shed your precious blood
for all … I want to be a servant of the Divine
Word in the service of the King and Queen of
angels …. All that I do should serve the Divine
Word for the spread of his word; my tongue is to
serve your divine words, and through my limited
service – with the help of all angels and saints
– may the Heart of Jesus live in the hearts of all
people. Amen … May the light of the sweet Di-
vine Word shine in the darkness of sin and the
night of paganism (SVD Generalate, Arnold Janssen Ar-
chives. Nos. 3.720-3.721 – transl. from Latin - JO).

Publisher: Jürgen Ommerborn SVD
Secretariat Arnold Janssen, Steyl/Netherlands
Foto: Herinz Helf SVD -  Layout: Clemens Jansen SVD

Missionshaus Steyl | Postfach 2460 | D-41311 Nettetal  ■ Missiehuis St. Michaël | St. Michaëlstr. 7 | NL-5935 BL Steyl/Venlo

The Arnoldus Family Story

Divine Word Missionaries

Secretariat Arnold Janssen Steyl

VOLUME 2 |  No. 10 |  DECEMBER 2008

For your ref lection
Fr. Arnold writes:
From my youth on, intercessory prayer had always made a deep impression on me. I saw
how necessary it is for other people …Therefore it pained me that … almost all prayers in
prayer books, Ways of the Cross and public devotions turned around one’s own poor per-
son. Certainly, everybody has to think, I am poor and need prayers. However, if in spite of
that he offers most prayers for others and thinks of himself only in the last place, not out
of pride, but because of his love for God and neighbor, the good God will listen to that per-
son’s prayer for himself just as well as if he would want to pray twice or three times as
much only for himself (Arnold Janssen, Persönliche Aufzeichnungen aus dem Jahre 1906 [personal notes
from the year 1906], ed. P. Albert Rohner, Analecta SVD 55. Rome 1981, pp. 84-85).

When Arnold Janssen suffered a
stroke and his active life came to an
abrupt end, he was not living in St.
Michael’s mission house, but – from 
November 1905 – in the former convent
of the Mission – and Adoration Sisters,
today’s St. Gregory; he actually lived in
that part of the convent which had be-
longed to the Adoration Sisters, and his
room was their former dining room.

With the exception of Fr. Blum, the
General Councilors resided there as
well. So the former Sisters’ convent had become the SVD generalate. Furthermore,
the postulants and their postulant master stayed there and lastly there was the infir-
mary for the sick priests, brothers and students.

100 years ago – December 1908

On December 4, Fr. Rector Craghs reported in the chronicle of St. Michael’s mission
house Fr. Arnold’s praise – though with some reservations – of Fr. Blum who since
November 1 had been in charge of the administration of the Society and the Sisters’
congregation: “ ‘I notice you have good qualities and I would wish you would acquire
those you do not yet possess.’ Later he said he wanted to write to Rome suggesting
Blum be appointed superior general. Governing as assistant general was of little use.
Then Blum objected: ‘But, supposing you get better again?’ Yes, he would also have
to face that question” (Alt, Journey in Faith, The Missionary Life of Arnold Janssen, p. 1003).

Br. Cyriacus Lobeck remembers that during the month of December, Fr. Arnold’s
health improved slightly (Bornemann, Nachrichten über Krankheit und Tod unseres Stifters [Concern-

ing the sickness and death of our founder], Verbum Supplementum 10, Rome 1969, p. 71). He must
have felt strong enough to chair a general council meeting and, according to Fr. Rector
Cragh’s entry in the chronicle of St. Michael’s mission house, on December 9 Fr. 
Superior General “called a meeting of the general council; began as usual; they were
all tense; began to explain his method of making the Way of the Cross; then asked for
the New Guinea files; but soon gave up” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 1003). 

St. Gregory - room in which Arnold Janssen lived and died



In the chronicle of the Motherhouse of the Adoration Sisters we read about this
December 9:

Fr. Director General [auf der Heide] phoned Reverend Mother and told her: “…Fr.
Superior General was feeling better, and today he had been in the garden, accompa-
nied by a brother. It might well be that he could recover so much that he could cele-
brate Holy Mass once again. But at this point in time there could be no thought of it
yet (Chronik des Mutterhauses der Klausurschwestern [Chronicle of the mother house of the cloistered sis-

ters] Steyl (II), p. 204). However, Fr. auf der Heide was wrong about this as the following
story shows. From November 1 onwards Fr. Arnold had not been able to celebrate Holy
Mass. In a letter to Bishop Henninghaus in China of December 21, 1908  he had told
the bishop the reason why he had been unable to say Mass: It was actually only a very
‘small matter’. “Since my hands were paralyzed, I was not able to bring the index finger
and thumb of my hands together so that with these four fingers I could have broken
the host” (Alt, Arnold Janssen SVD, Briefe to China [Letters to China], Rome 2002. vol. III, p. 280). But
then a change for the better happened, for the paralysis had receded slightly. 
Fr. Bodems recalls:

After evening prayers of December 17, he [Fr. Arnold] sent several Brothers to

me telling me to come immediately. At once I wanted to go to him, but I already met

him standing in front of the door of my room. Beaming with joy he said: “I can, 

I can.” “What do you mean?” I asked him. He lifted up both hands, moved thumbs

and index fingers and repeated: “I can, I can.” When I once again asked, what it

was that he could, he raised the hands up to his head similar to the priest during

consecration. When I then said: “You mean you could celebrate Holy Mass”, he

answered jubilantly with joy: “Yes, yes! That is what I mean.” Very early next morn-

ing Very Reverend Father stood at the altar and offered – with great effort, though

– the holy sacrifice. In the course of the day he repeatedly spoke about the great

joy that today he had been able to once again celebrate Holy Mass”(Bornemann,

Nachrichten... – Concerning the sickness and death…, p. 75).

During this Mass Fr. Bodems assisted him. From now on Fr. Arnold was able to cele-
brate holy Mass every day, assisted by a priest. “Because of the abstinence regulation
he did so soon after midnight. As Mass formula he used the votive Mass of the Holy
Spirit which he knew by heart” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 1004). 

According to Fr. auf der Heide, Fr. Arnold used to spend rather a long time praying
in the Generalate chapel. At noon time, accompanied by a brother, he would go into
the garden to pray the Way of the Cross, “repeating the indulgenced prayer ‘Jesus,
Mary, Joseph’, which he had come to love very  much.” Other favorite prayers of his
were “Veni Sancte Spiritus” [Come, Holy Spirit] and “O Domina mea, o Mater mea”
[O my Lady, O my Mother]. It was touching to hear him say ‘God have mercy on me, a
sinner!’, ‘the Lord God is full of love and gentleness! I have to be so grateful to him!’
(Chronicle of the mother house of the Missionary Sisters, 1908-1911, Sr. Paula Anna Jostock, p. 37).

Br. Cyriacus tells us something similar: “For a conspicuously long time Fr. Superior
General used to stay in the Generalate chapel during these weeks. For hours at a time
he knelt or sat there, gazing at the altar or [after Christmas] the crib. What he was

working out there with our dear Lord is beyond our knowing.  But we might make a
guess. He saw and felt and also spoke about the fact that he was approaching death,
he was worn out. Since he could no longer work for the Society, he used the time to
pray for it and to place the hour of his death into the hands of the Lord. I often felt
strangely melancholic when I could see the dear, good, spiritual father of the whole so-
ciety now so broken in body and partly also in spirit” (Bornemann, Nachrichten …- Concerning

the sickness and death…, p. 72). 
So happy was Fr. Arnold that he was feeling better that on December 21, he had

written the following to the confreres in Togo: “Because of the interest expressed in my
partial recovery, I believe I owe you the following information. From the bottom of my
heart I thank you for all your prayers for me; perhaps I owe to them the improvement
that I am experiencing now. I have once again celebrated holy Mass…“ (Arnold Janssen

Archives, Generalate SVD, no. 42.672a).
On December 24 Fr. Arnold tried to announce the daily order for Christmas; but he

did not manage.
On Christmas day, accompanied by Br. Damian, he visited the sick Brothers in their

dining room. On the second day of Christmas, so Br. Cyriacus tells us, “the Brothers’
brass band played some numbers for Fr. Superior General which he enjoyed very much
Then he also said: “You know that one Brother, you all know  him, turns 75 today and
that is quite something.” The Brothers looked at one another, then some remembered
that Reverend Fr. Superior meant the venerable Br. Jacob, who was 75, and they said:
“Yes, Br. Jacob, Fr. Superior General.” –“Yes, yes, it’s him, he must come here.” …
When he came, Fr. Superior General took his hand and said: “So, now you must play
a nice piece in honor of Jacob.” Then he had three cheers given for Jacob. It was a
beautiful picture: Fr. Superior General supporting himself with one arm on his daily
guide, the white haired Damian, and with his right hand holding the hand of Jacob
who looked so venerable (Bornemann, Nachrichten … Concerning the sickness and death…, p. 72).

In the chronicle of the mother house of the Missionary Sisters we read about Fr.
Arnold’s last December days: 

December 31: Having arrived at the last day of the year 1908, which is a rather
cold day, we still get relatively good news from Rev. Fr. Director General [auf der Heide],
since he is the one who most often can be with the patient. .. He still gets up every
night to celebrate holy Mass. … After Christmas he usually said Mass at the crib-altar
which is his most favorite place. However, of late the news is not the best. Even though,
because of the improvement in the health of our beloved spiritual father and founder,
for the time being we can still have some hope, we are all rather depressed. The usual
Christmas joy  just cannot come through this year. And since nobody knows how quickly
the new year will take our revered founder, father and shepherd from us, we cannot
welcome it with a joyful heart. The sick father himself seems to feel best that the end
is coming closer and closer. To a niece who visited him he said that he would not see
the month of February (Chronicle of the mother house of the Missionary Sisters, 1908-1911, Sr. Paula

Anna Jostock. Pp. 37-38).
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Then the Requiem Mass began, celebrated by Bishop Drehmanns assisted by the
Dean of Venlo. Deacons of honor were Cathedral Chapter Canon Hüls of Muenster
and Canon Everts of Roermond; deacons were Fr. Mertens, parish priest of Tegelen,
and Fr. Joosten, rector of the Steyl village church just opposite St. Michael’s Mission
House. After the Requiem Fr. Giese SVD, Director of the Catholic Teachers College in
Vienna, preached the sermon. He described the late Fr. Superior General as a man of
prayer, of work and particularly of suffering. He did a great deal of work, so he suffered
much. “I have seen him trembling for sorrow, crying like a child, but he did not say a
word,” the preacher said. He shared his sufferings with no one, but he shared all his
joys with his brethren. “Sometimes,” so Fr. Giese continued, “we did not understand
how he could be so hesitant. However, once the ecclesiastical superiors called him, he
firmly took up the task given to him; for in their wish he recognized the will of God.”
Since the Upper Church was too small to accommodate all the mourners, Fr. Fischer 
celebrated a Requiem in the Lower Church of St. Michael’s at the same time, where
the Missionary Sisters sang a solemn Mass with three part harmony. Here Fr. Giese
had delivered his homily before Mass began. Only about 40 of the older Missionary 
Sisters were able to attend the Requiem in the Upper Church.
When the Masses in the two churches had ended, a long procession accompanied
the coffin to the cemetery. The coffin was followed by the members of the General
Council, Fr. Arnold’s close relatives, the Missionary Sisters (white veils) and finally peo-
ple from Steyl village and other places. On behalf of the frail Bishop Drehmanns, the
Dean of Venlo now presided over the ceremonies at the cemetery chapel. “As soon as
the mourners were well grouped around the cemetery chapel, the coffin was lowered
into the vault in the chapel to the accompaniment of the music of the Tegelen brass
band ‘Harmonie’.” After the final  prayers, Fr. Assistant General Blum “visibly moved,
thanked all who had attended the funeral in order to honor the dear late Fr. Arnold”.
Until 5pm in the afternoon the vault remained open, and many people came once
more to pray silently. Since part of the top of the coffin had been pushed back, they
could see Fr. Arnold’s mortal remains through a plane of glass. Some of the last visitors
were the 60 oldest Missionary Sisters.
During lunch Bishop Drehmanns, who had known Fr. Arnold since 1889, told the confreres:

(Sources: Bornemann, Nachrichten über Krankheit und Tod unseres Stifters, Verbum Supplementum 10,
Rom 1969; Bornemann, Arnold Janssen (Engl. Ed.), 1975; Alt, Journey in Faith; Nuntius SVD, No. 12, Febr.
1909, Chronik des Mutterhauses der Missionsschwestern [chronicle of the motherhouse of the Missionary
Sisters](1908-1911, Sr. Paula, Anna Jostock).
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Tuesday, January 19, 1909  - Funeral of Fr. Arnold Janssen SVD

We have buried a just man. 
May the good spirit, the spirit of faith and prayer and sacrifice,

which your venerable Founder implanted and instilled in his Society, 
always remain alive in it. Then his work will never die.
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“Heaven seemed to wish to favor us with the most beautiful weather just for this day.
During the previous days there had been rain and storms, and the day after the funeral
it was raining again.”

8.15 am: Bishop Drehmanns of Roermond arrived at St. Michael’s mission house.  
9.15 am: Students, Brothers and priests, as well as Fr. Arnold’s close relatives and
many guests, fetched the coffin with Fr. Arnold’s mortal remains from the generalate
building [today St. Gregory], after Fr. Assistant General Blum had blessed the body with
holy water. They went in procession to the Upper Church of the Mission House, while
the brass band “Harmonie” [Harmony] from the township of Tegelen, to which the 
village of Steyl belongs, played solemn music.

Mourners in front of St. Michael’s Mission House.

Mourners at the cemetery chapel.

Fr. Arnold’s
mortal
remains
in the
vault of 
the chapel
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