
of the day. You will surely often be afraid that perhaps you have unknowingly acted 
wrongly. Our dear Lord knows well, that we are poor, weak human beings. But we 
have good will and it will hopefully help us to get through" (Ortrud Stegmaier, M. Maria 
Stollenwerk, Briefe an die Schwestern [Letters to the Sisters], p. 69 f).

(Before) August 15: Mother Maria writes to the Sisters in Argentina
“Reverend Father Superior told us that next month, that is September, there will 

be a provincial chapter for the Steyl province, and next year a general chapter. The 
progress which the Society of the Divine Word has made, will be also of use for the 
sisters.  Unless decided otherwise, offer the Veni Creator in the morning for it. 

God bless your work! We will pray zealously for you… Probably some sisters will be 
trained in nursing” (ibid., p. 70).

Kaiser Wilhelmsland – New Guinea

August 13, 1896: Arrival of the first SVD missionaries in Kaiser Wilhelmsland

The first New Guinea missionaries, Frs. Limbrock, Vormann, Erdweg and Brothers 
Canisius Hautkappe, Eustochius Tigges and Theodulph Schmitt arrived in Friedrich 
Wilhelsmhafen, the present Madang (Jos. Alt, ed., transl. Frank Mihalic, Arnold Janssen SVD, 
Letters to New Guinea, p. XL). “According to their plans, the first foundation was to be 
established there. But since they found the climate there too unhealthy, they moved to 
the island of Tumleo near the border with Dutch New Guinea. Moreover the [German] 
Protestant Rheinische Mission was already working in the first locality they had in 
mind. Arnold Janssen had instructed them to behave politely towards that mission 
and at least at the start not to open a station near it” (Alt, transl. Frank Mansfield, Jacqueline 
Mulberge, Journey in faith p. 657).

Immediately after their arrival on August 13, the missionaries went to the  
(German) government officer, who received them kindly and gave them the house 
of the former governor for their use. Limbrock writes: “We thanked him and went to 
our new home. In order to have our evening meal we went back to the ship and then, 
when it was already dark, we finally moved with our baggage into our home” (“Kleiner 
Herz-Jesu-Bote” [Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart, 24, No. 3, December 1896, p. 23). 
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JULY 1896  --  USA
July 24:  Br: Wendelin writes to Fr. Arnold
He informs Fr. Arnold that he has rented a house in Jersey City, NJ,,  for himself 

and Br. Homobonus. The house has seven rooms, and the rent is $20 per month . 
"That may seem a lot over there, whereas here it seems quite reasonable…The house 
has a basement with two large rooms, a further two rooms on the first floor, and three 
bedrooms with bathroom on the second floor. The house is equipped with running 
water and gas. It has a garden at the back which still has to be worked on…. The 
nearest church, an Irish  one,  though the parish priest also speaks German, is on 
Grand Street,  only a few hundred meters away. The post office is also close by and 
public transport is provided every 1-2 minutes by a streetcar, since four different 
streetcars run in the vicinity of the house. Thus connections are provided in all 
directions. .. I have negotiated the lease until 1st May 1897. … Today I went with Rev. 
Hofschneider to buy furniture. Tomorrow I must see about purchasing bed linen and 
kitchen equipment. I think that roughly $100 will have to be spent before we have the 
basic necessities” (Jos Alt,ed., transl. R. Pung, P. Spring,, Arnold Janssen SVD, Letters to the United 
States of America, Steyler Verlag Nettetal, 1998, p. 8, footnote 5).  

Togo

July 30: 1896
Arnold Janssen informs Fr. Dier, the Administrator of the Apostolic Prefecture of 

Togo, of the appointment of Fr. Superior Bücking as Apostolic Prefect of Togo.
Fr. Arnold anticipated that Fr Dier would be hurt that he was not appointed 

Apostolic Prefect. And so he wrote to him:
"Dear Fr. Dier! Much appreciated confrere! On  behalf of the sacred Congregation of 

the Propaganda, dated July 28, I herewith inform you that the Propaganda thanks you 
for your service as administrator of the Apostolic Prefecture which, from the bottom of 
my heart, I do as well. On July 29 the Propaganda appointed Rev. Superior Fr. Bücking 
as Apostolic Prefect. … Please accept with equanimity that you were passed over, and 
after you have been relieved of the most responsible position of administrator, please 
continue to serve the mission over there in honor of the Triune God and the salvation 
of immortal souls. Therefore, without showing any irritation, please congratulate Fr. 
Bücking and offer him your faithful help regarding the good administration of the 
apostolic prefecture. If you offer your services in that way, Fr. Bücking will certainly 



esteem you above others and consult you in all important matters" (Karl Müller, Geschichte 
der katholischen Kirche in Togo [History of the catholic church in Togo], p. 86)

July 31:  Fr. Arnold congratulates the new Apostolic Prefect on his appointment
In his letter, Fr. Arnold admonishes Fr. Bücking with the words: “Please, for this 

purpose remain a good son of the Society, faithful and closely connected with its 
head, a conscientious observer of the Rule and the vows. In no way does your new 
office relieve you of their observance. In particular be a fervent devotee of the Holy 
Spirit, whom you should venerate as father and founder of our Congregation. For his 
greater glory you should devote all your energy. If you are faithful in that, His blessing 
will be with you and on the day of the great harvest you will be able to bring rich fruit to 
the Lord.” Regarding Fr. Dier, he admonishes Fr. Bücking to show great leniency and 
patience and he wishes that Fr. Bücking appoint him as a local superior somewhere 
and as his assistant. “Due to the result of the vote it was impossible to present him 
as Apostolic Prefect. I waited; but then in June of this year the Propaganda demanded 
that I should present someone as Prefect and so the matter was decided” (ibid.). 

Yet Fr. Dier felt too hurt. ”.. .it was more than he could take. A year later he returned 
to Europe” (Jos. Alt, transl. Frank Mansfield, Jacqueline Mulberge, Journey in Faith, p. 647).  

AUGUST 1896  --  South Shantung – China

In the first days of August, Bishop Anzer, who was also Provincial Superior, met 
for the first time with his provincial council. “A spirit of reform filled the air, although 
Bishop Anzer seemed somewhat depressed. The most important decision made was 
the resolution to acquire the large property in Taikia, about an hour’s distance from 
Tsining, to which the missionaries could retire each year for a month of spiritual and 
physical refreshment” (Bornemann, transl. John Vogelgesang, As wine poured out, Blessed Joseph 
Freinademetz, Divine Word Missionaries, Rome 1984, p. 237).

Steyl – Missionary Sisters
Evening hours of the first Superior General
On August 2nd Mother Maria wrote to Fr. Arnold. Towards the end of the letter she 

added these remarks: “Formerly you permitted me to stay up in the evenings until 
10:30. I used the time for writing, for reading letters that had arrived as well as those 
written by the sisters, and also took some time for prayer, The confessor also allowed 
me to rise 20 minutes earlier  in the morning. May I request permission for both for 
the coming three months? From day to day I feel a growing need for prayer. In the 
mornings I prayed that God would preserve us from all harm and that he would not 
permit any sister to suffer through my fault and in the evenings I prayed that he might 
make  up for all that the sisters lacked through my fault” (Ortrud Stegmaier, ed., transl. 
Jacqueline Mulberge. Mother Maria Helena Stollenwerk, Groundwork, p. 397-398).

USA

On August 4 Br. Wendelin wrote to Fr. Arnold: “Brother Homobonus has now been  
here for eight days, and has settled in quickly. We live quite peacefully and contentedly 
together. We do not ask much of life, as will be clear from the fact that we manage to 

get by on 25 cents a day, or, if we sometimes are a little bit more extravagant, on 30 
cents” (Alt, ed., transl. Pung, Spring, Letters to the United States of America, p. 9, footnote 6 to Letter 4).

Brazil  --  August 8, Fr. Arnold wrote to Fr. Superior Dold

“Dear Fr. Superior Dold! First of all I congratulate you on the dignity of becoming 
parish priest to which the Most Reverend Bishop appointed you.” Fr. Dold suffered 
from TB and therefore Fr. Arnold ordered him to take care of his health and not to do 
any difficult work, like visiting the sick. That was to  be the concern of his assistant 
priest. 

Expecting the new Bishop
The mission expected a new bishop. Fr. Arnold wrote: “I am curiously awaiting 

the arrival of the new bishop. We have to wait calmly to see what his position will be 
towards us and then wait and see how things go on.” He suggested that all three SVD 
priests should introduce themselves to the bishop and inform him about the SVD, 
about their coming to Brazil and in that connection they should mention the Society’s 
work in Argentina as well as in Ecuador.

Missionaries not only for the German immigrants
“Tell the most Reverend Bishop, we are willing to help him in the diocese if his 

Grace meets us with goodwill and endeavors to make our existence as a religious 
congregation possible. In helping him we will not only work for the Germans but also 
for the Brazilians and we will do our best to learn the Portuguese language well.”

Fr. Arnold presents his wishes to the Bishop
Very soon the Society would need a central house, “to which the priests can 

withdraw to renew themselves spiritually and where the Rule and daily schedule can 
be observed well and also so that in the course of time we do not suffer spiritual 
decline.” “To avoid differences and difficulties with others, which may be highly 
unpleasant for the Most Reverend Bishop as for Society, it would be necessary that 
where we work pastorally, for example in S. Izabel and S. Leopoldina, we also have 
parochial rights. Furthermore, that in case the Society wanted a change of the priest 
in charge, the Bishop would be willing to accept that according to my or my deputy’s 
suggestions, that is the provincial superior over there.” (Alt, Arnold Janssen SVD,  
Briefe nach Südamerika [Letters to South America], vol. I, pp. 180-183).

Argentina
(Around) August 11: Mother Maria encourages Sr. Superior Andrea

"Dear Sr. Andrea, just have courage and trust in God; our dear Lord will certainly 
help you. In the morning,  place yourself, the sisters and the children into his hands, 
so that he may preserve all of you from sin and that he may grant you the grace, 
always to give a good example, particularly so that sisterly love will be practiced, 
which leaves a good impression on the children and all the people you meet. In that 
way you often can do great things without knowing it.

In the evening, again place everything at the feet of Jesus in the tabernacle, so 
that he will make up for  everything which you perhaps did not do well in the course 
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