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From the desk of the coordinator 
 
The key event for 2006 has been, without doubt, the 
election of the new coordinator and his council. Our 
new coordinator is Fr. Roger Schroeder who is 
assisted by Frs. Alexander Rödlach and Ennio 
Mantovani. 
 
The new coordinator introducing himself in his first 
circular letter wrote: 
“Let me introduce myself briefly in the context of 
our Anthropos tradition. My immersion into the 
world of anthropology began in the mid-70s during 
my OTP in Papua New  Guinea. I was mentored and 
inspired by Pat Gesch, my on-site supervisor and 
subsequently a fellow member of Anthropos, and by 
my confreres at the Melanesian  Institute.  While 
completing my theology program in the States, I 
also did graduate studies during two summers with 
the Summer Institute of Linguistics. Upon my return 
to PNG in 1980 as my first appointment, I was 
asked by a veteran missionary to study the re-
emergence of the elaborate system of male initiation 
in the area. This study became a tremendous 
resource for me first of all as a pastor and 
eventually, through study in Rome and further 
research in Australia and PNG, I developed this 
topic as my doctoral dissertation in missiology from 
the Gregorian  University. My thesis was published 
as Initiation and Religion in the Studia Instituti 
Anthropos series. I have been teaching since 1990 at 
Catholic Theological Union at Chicago, where I am 
now Professor of Cross-Cultural Ministries. This 
autobiographical account illustrates my 
understanding of and commitment to our Anthropos 
tradition and responsibility for solid academic study, 
research and publication, and for the necessary use 
of sociocultural and religious sciences for all SVD 
endeavours in mission. This also points to the 
reason I was willing to accept the work of the 
coordinator’s position in addition to my regular full-
time work.” 

 
The new coordinator, given his present work load, 
has asked the Generalate to appoint Fr. Mantovani 
as acting coordinator till the end of October 2007. It 
is in this position that I accepted the task of 
publishing this number of Interlink. This gives me 
the opportunity to thank the outgoing councillors 
Frs. Jacek Jan Pawlik and S.M. Michael for their 
work and dedication to the Institute. It has been a 
pleasure to work with them.   
 
To continue the presentation of the new 
Coordinating Council, Fr. Rödlach writes: “I 
graduated in December 2005 from the University of 
Florida and work since January 2006 at the 
Anthropos Institute in Sankt Augustin with the other 
members of the editorial team of Anthropos.” Fr. 
Rödlach has a Ph.D. in Anthropology, UF, 
Gainesville, FL, USA, Fall 2005; a Certificate in 
African Studies, UF, Gainesville, FL, USA, Fall 
2005 and a M. A., Dept. of Anthropology, CUA, 
Washington, DC, USA, Spring 2000. His doctoral 
thesis has been reviewed in Anthropology & 
Culture, December 2006.  
 
Fr. Mantovani did his doctoral studies at the 
Gregorian University in Rome and then worked for 
thirty five years in PNG being involved in the 
Melanesian Institute from its beginning, first part 
time and eventually full time. His postgraduate 
studies aroused his interest in and prepared him for 
the religion of the planters in PNG and that 
remained his interest to this day. He wrote on 
Melanesian Religions, on Marriage in Melanesia, 
and on Values and Ethics in Melanesia. He is 
lecturing at the Yarra Theological Union on issues 
of culture, religion, and Christianity and is called to 
give courses in Australia and overseas especially on 
the influence of culture in personal, communal, and 
religious life.  
 
 

 



 

Publications of the Institute 
 
As the Statutes of the Institute (4.2) state, the 
official publications of the Institute are entrusted to 
the Editorial Board at Anthropos Institute St. 
Augustin. Othmar Gächter is the Editor-in-Chief, 
Anton Quack is Reviews Editor, and Joachim 
Piepke is member of the team. Fr. Dariusz 
Piwowarczyk has recently joined but, as Gächter 
reports, “.. Fr. Alexander Rödlach informed the Rat 
des Anthropos Instituts Sankt Augustin during its 
meeting on 26 February 2007, that he had accepted 
an assistant professorship in the USA and thus 
leaves the Editorial Board.” 
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The centenary edition of Anthropos journal has 
appeared with an article by Fr. Anton Quack, “100 
Years of Anthropos” highlighting the history and 
relevance of the journal. An Index 1906 – 2005 on a 
CD made the access to the titles of this treasure of 
information easy and possible also to those who do 
not have direct access to the various volumes.  
 
The two volumes of Anthropos 2006 with just over 
720 pages offer 24 articles, 9 reports and comments, 
and 128 book reviews. The Editor-in- Chief, Othmar 
Gächter, reports that 71 manuscripts were submitted 
for the section “Artikel” and “Berichte und 
Kommentare” of which 45 were accepted and 36 
rejected. He and Anton Quack have written 873 
official letters concerning Anthropos in 2006.The 
high standard of our publications does not come 
cheap. 
 
The Geographical Index in Anthropos enables one 
to easily locate what is relevant for one’s 
geographic area. What makes Anthropos even more 
relevant for missionaries and people in the field is 
the Zeitschriftenschau: 41 pages of titles of articles 
from journals specialized especially in the field of 
social and religious sciences. It is a great service 
made possible by our Institute’s library at St. 
Augustin which subscribes to these journals.  
 
One might wonder where the money for all this 
work of publishing and up keeping of our Institute’s 
research library comes from. The Generalate in 
1991 has set aside a Scientific Research Fund (SRF) 
for the purpose of supporting the scientific tasks of 
Anthropos Institute and Monumenta Serica. The 
fund is administered by the Northern German 
Province. The Anthropos Institute's share of the 
SRF is dedicated exclusively to funding the work of 
Anthropos Institute St. Augustin (AI-SA) which, 
besides the publications, is also responsible for the 
archives and the upkeep of the library which is used 
especially – but not only – by the publication 
department. The Director of AI-SA submits a yearly 
budget and financial statement for approval by the 
GEN provincial council. 
 
We are grateful to the Generalate for this support 
and to the SVD provinces which made this fund 
possible: the Chicago province with half of the fund 
and both the German provinces and the Dutch one 
for the other half. The income from the 

subscriptions and sale of books would not be able to 
support our official publications.  
  
Anthropology &  Mission No 34 appeared with 16 
pages of reviews of relevant books and articles for 
missionaries in the field.  
 

Reports by Individual Members 
 
These reports mention only the material which has 
been published during 2006 and the 
lectures/conferences given during the same year. 
What is in press but without date will be mentioned 
when it appears. Members, however, report also 
about their work in progress and this is relevant 
because it helps to have an idea of what the 
Institute, i.e., the members, are working on.  
 
Ernst Brandewie 
 
Brandewie reports that his main activities has been 
for Anthropos, translating materials from German 
into English and editing English materials. He has 
been writing an English biography of Thomas 
Cardinal Tien SVD, the first Chinese cardinal and 
the first Asian and non-Western cardinal in the 
modern history of the church (elevated in 1945 by 
Pius XII).  As of this time he is entering the 
corrections and suggestions of his readers, and his 
own additions, into the manuscript. He attended the 
100th anniversary celebration of the Anthropos 
journal using the occasion also to do research on 
Tien in the library and archives of the 
Missionswissenschaftliches Institut, St. Augustin.   
 
For many who do not know, Brandewie is the 
founder of the Melanesian Institute in PNG. While 
in Nemi, during the 1967 Renewal Course, he 
formulated the idea of an institute and once back in 
PNG, where he had been doing field research for his 
doctorate, presented it to the bishops and superiors. 
He failed with the formers but won the support of 
the latter and saw his plan for the institute accepted. 
However, he was not able to carry out this dream as 
he was transferred to the San Carlos University, 
Cebu, in the Philippines. Others continued his work 
to this day. 
 
Guus Cremers 
 
Cremers in collaboration with Fr. G. Kirchberger 
(translation team of the Major Seminary Ledalero, 
Flores) has published a book about  Human Rights 
(volume 2). He is preparing some readers on: 
Citizenship and Education; Pluralism and 
Democracy; Conflict-resolution; Critical Thinking.  
 
Othmar Gäcther 
 
Gächter is the Editor-in-Chief of Anthropos and his 
main task is the journal. Together with Joachim 
Piepke and Anton Quack he produced  Anthropos 
100 Years Index 1906–2005. Anthropos  
101.2006/2: CD-ROM, 3922 Einträge. Sankt 
Augustin: Anthropos Institut, 2006; Fribourg: 

 



 

Paulus Verlag, 2006.  
 
Günter Gessinger 
 
Gessinger works in the library of the Anthropos 
Institute St. Augustin. He reports: “At Missio I had 
learned how to register books by computer. In 2000 
I declared myself available for this aspect of library 
work. I went to the task in the fall of 2003.. 
Alongside the computer registration, I keep track of 
all incoming journals, glue the signatures on the 
newly acquired books, cut open older books and 
periodicals, look after maps and damaged books and 
occasionally also after things in the archives. A 
number of times I have kept the minutes of A.I. 
administrative sessions.” He has completed the 
entering of books in three sections of the Library.  
 
Josef Glinka 
 
Glinka writes: “I am formally retired, but de facto I 
am giving lectures at the Airlangga University as 
well as at the Catholic University Widya Mandala, 
both in Surabaya, East Java. Formally I only help 
one of my assistants, but often it is the other way 
around - I give the bigger part of the subject. My 
last two doctor candidates had their promotions last 
January. 
Two books will be published by the Airlangga 
University Press. One is a new, revised edition of 
my former handbook for students on Anthroposcopy 
and Anthropometry. The second one contains 
articles on different items of Bioanthropology and 
Human Evolution. 
The Catholic University Widya Mandala plans to 
open a new Medical Faculty and I was asked to join 
the faculty; as a consequence I will become full 
member of the university… My subject will be 
Human Genetics.”  
 
 
Stanisław Grodź, 
 
Grodź is Lecturer attached to the Chair of History 
and Ethnology of Religion, Faculty of Theology, 
John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin, Poland. 
He took one year leave to do field research on the 
situation of interreligious contacts and the trends in 
Christian theology in Ghana. He will resume 
teaching at the John Paul II Catholic University of 
Lublin on 14th February, 2007. 
Lecturing Activities: 
 1. at the Centre for the Study of International 
Relations (SSM), Oriental Institute, Warsaw 
University: “Christianity as a ‘non-Western’ 
religion? Mutual Impact of Traditional Religions 
and Christianity in Africa.” (lecture, postgraduate 
level) 11th March, 2006. “War in Liberia and Sierra 
Leone – internal and external causes.” (tutorial, 
undergraduate level) 28th February, 2006 
2. at the Theological Faculty of the Scientific 
Society of the Catholic University of Lublin: “The 
Image of Christianity in Contemporary Ghana.” 
(working session lecture) 14th March, 2006.  
3. Session organized by the Interreligious Dialogue 
Committee of the Archdiocese of Tamale: “African 

Heritage as a Common Framework for Christians, 
Muslims and Traditional Believers in Ghana.” 14th 
October, 2006. 
Academic Conferences and Symposia: He attended 
a Symposium on “J.L. Cox’s A Guide to the 
Phenomenology of Religion” at the Faculty of 
Divinity, University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, 7th 
December, 2006. 
Publications: 
1. “Afrykańskość chrystologii afrykańskiej.” 
[Africanness of African Christology] Roczniki 
Teologiczne 53/9 (2006), 21-36. 
2. “Problem inicjacji chrześcijańskiej na tle innych 
religii.” [Christian Initiation and Other Religions] 
In: Przekroczyć próg Kościoła [Crossing the 
Threshold of the Church] Lublin, 2005, 49-59. 
3. “Poszerzona teraźniejszość i zawężona przyszłość 
w cieniu przeszłości? Debaty wokół Johna Mbitiego 
(afrykańskiej) koncepcji czasu i dziejów.” 
[Expanded Present and Contracted Future in the 
Shadow of the Past? Debates around John Mbiti’s 
(African) Concept of Time and History] In: E. 
Przybył (ed) Religia wobec historii, historia wobec 
religii [Religion versus History, History versus 
Religion] Kraków, 2006, 371-381. 
4. Three biographical essays in: J. Majewski, J. 
Makowski (eds) Leksykon wielkich teologów 
XX/XXI wieku. Tom III. Warszawa, 2006 [Lexicon 
of the Great Theologians of 20th /21st century. Vol. 
3]: “John Samuel Mbiti. „Baptizer” of African 
Cultures and Religions.” (210-225); “Charles 
Nyamiti. Theology in Ancestral Perspective.” (249-
265); “Mercy Amba Oduyoye. African Feminist 
Theology.” (266-280). 
5. Two entries in: The Catholic Encyclopedia. Vol. 
11. Lublin, 2006: “Marett Robert Ranulf.” (column 
1284). “Małżeństwo. II. W religiach 
niechrześcijańskich.” [Marriage. II. In Non-
Christian Religions] (columns 1055-1058). 
6. “Christians and Muslim-Christian Relations in 
West Africa.” In: A. O’Mahony, E. Loosley (eds) 
Christian responses to Islam: Muslim-Christian 
relations in the modern world. Manchester, 2006. 
7. “Oblicze afrykańskiego chrześcijaństwa we 
współczesnej Ghanie.” [The Image of African 
Christianity in Contemporary Ghana]. Collectanea 
Theologica 76/4 (2006). 
8. Book review: J. Kwabena Asamoah-Gyadu. 
African Charismatics. Current Developments within 
Independent Indigenous Pentecostalism in Ghana. 
Leiden: E.J. Brill, 2004. ISBN 90-04-14089-1; also 
published by Africa Christian Press under licence 
from Koninklijke Brill NV, 2005. XII+280pp. ISBN 
9964-87805-2 (pbk). Sent to Verbum SVD  47/4 
(2006). 
 
 
 
 
Augustine Kanjamala 
 
Kanjamala is the director of the Institute of Indian 
Culture, in Mumbai and published “From Conflict 
to Dialogue – Partnership” in Manjaly, T. and others 
(eds) In Service of Mission. Shillong: Oriens 
Pulications, 2006, 278-295. He presented a paper, 
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“Social Analysis of Migration in India” at the 
Symposium on “Migration and Pastoral Care” at 
Ishvani Kendra, Pune. October 31 to November 2, 
2006. Lectured on “Hindu Fundamentalism and the 
Christian Response” at the St.Peter’s Pontifical 
Institute, Bangalore, July 2006. 
 
Jon Kirby 
 
Kirby is the director of TICCS and writes: “Last fall 
I was asked to deliver the Luzbetak Lecture at CTU 
and a number of other honorary lectures followed at 
the universitites of Syracuse, Drew, Lafayette and at 
the annual AAA and ASA meetings. The regular 
activities of TICCS can be read on the Web.”  
The bad news is that the immediate danger of skin 
cancer will force him to leave Africa.  
 
Zdzisław Kupisiński 
 
Kupisiński lectures at the Jagiellońska University in 
Lublin in the field of religion with a stress on folk 
and Slavic religion, religiosity and new religious 
movements.  
Academic Conferences and Symposia: presented a 
paper  “Remembrance of the Death Between the 
Spring and the Summer in Opoczno and Radom 
Region” at the  10th  International Conference 
entitled: “Issues of Contemporary Tanathology, 
Medicine, Cultural Anthropology” in Szklarska 
Poreba – Poland, November 15-17, 2006  
Publications: 
 “Zwyczaje i obrzędy związane z pogrzebem 
według tradycji w Radomskiem” [Beliefs and 
Customs Associated with Burial in the Radmom 
Region.] In M. Filipiak, M. Rajewski (eds). Rytuał. 
Przeszłość i teraźniejszość. Lublin, 2006, 145-167. 
.“Dzień Zaduszny w liturgii i tradycji ludowej.”   
[Remembrance of the Death in Liturgy and Folk 
Tradition] In Roczniki Teologiczne 53/9 (2006), 
139-151. “Elementy zaduszkowe na przełomie 
wiosny i lata w obrzędowości ludowej regionu 
opoczyńskiego i radomskiego.” [Remembrance of 
the Death Between the Spring and the Summer in 
Opoczno and the Radom Region] In. J. 
Kolbuszowski (ed). Problemy współczesnej 
tanatologii. Medycyna – antropologa kultury – 
humanistyka. Vol. 10. Wrocław, 2006, 197-202. 
 
 Ennio Mantovani  
 
Mantovani is lecturing at the Yarra Theological 
Union on issues of culture, religion and Christianity. 
He lectures regularly on Melanesian Religions and 
on Melanesian Cultures at the Good Shepherd 
College in Banz, PNG. 
The main research has been on the issue of 
Melanesian Religions. He gave a conference on 
“Musing on the Dema complex” at a meeting of 
faculty members of the YTU and at a meeting of 
members of the Association of Australian 
Missiologists. He is collaborating on the Festschrift 
for professor Garry Trompf of Sydney University 
writing on the Dema mythology and rituals. 
Another topic for lectures, courses, and conferences 
has been the relevance of culture for one’s life and 

for the living together in a community. He gave 
courses on the issue “Culture in my Life” at the 
Renewal Course in Nemi, at the Orientation Course 
for new Salesian Missionaries in Rome, and to the 
SSpSs and SVD preparing for perpetual vows in 
Australia. He gave courses and inputs in academic 
meetings on the issue “East and West: Two 
Different Ways of Seeing the World and of Living.” 
He is member of the team for ongoing formation of 
the SVD Australian Province. 
Published: “Musing on Evolution and Our Faith 
Today: An Exercise in Religious Dialogue. The 
Australasian Catholic Record,  83 (2006) 3-14. 
As coordinator of the MER (Mission Education and 
Research) Australia, he and the other members 
developed a Cultural Orientation Course in four 
steps for new SVD arrivals in Australia and 
finalized the OTP for Australia, trying to get it 
recognized by the Government so as to make it 
easier to get Visa for the participants. The present 
project on which the team is working is the “Arnold 
Janssen Centre for Crosscultural and Interfaith 
Dialogue.”  
The aim of MER Australia is to create a support 
group for its members and to put their academic 
skills at the service of the Province. MER serves 
also as support group for the young SVDs involved 
in postgraduate studies.  
 
Jacek Jan Pawlik 
 
Pawlik lectures at the SVD Seminary in Pieniężno 
and at the University of Olsztyn.  
Lectures: 
Religiology, Missiology – UWM in Olsztyn 
(Summer Semester). “Creating Cultural Indentity” – 
UWM in Olsztyn (Winter Semester). “Prophetic 
Dialogue” – UCP in Lisbon (March 2006, 8 hours). 
“Cultural Creolisation in Africa – Colonial heritage 
or effect of creativity?” – UAM in Poznań (June 
2006, 4 hours).  
“Witchcraft in the Political Context in Africa.” 
(Warszawa, May 20th). “To Overcome Misfortune. 
Practices of Bassari People from Togo.” 
(Warszawa, June 26th). “The Place of the Dead in 
Everyday Life. Pedagogy of Dealing with Death.” 
(Olsztyn, November 9th). “Ethnographical 
Fieldwork – construction or reality?” (Warszawa, 
November 22nd). “Intercultural Dialogue.” 
(Warszawa November 23rd). 
 
Symposia: 
April 22nd, Pieniężno. Conference: Marriage in 
Missionary Practice. Paper: “Contract, Marriage, 
Wedding in Togo Today.”  May 15th, Olsztyn, 
Conference: Otherness in the Eyes of Child. Paper: 
“Encounter with Cultures as Impulse to 
Personality.” August 21st - 28th, Pieniężno, III 
International Forum of the Cultural Dialogue. 
Papers: “Method of African Language Acquisition.” 
“Role and Symbolic of African Dance.” “African 
Struggle with Illness and Misfortune.” “Languages 
of Africa.” September 9th, Olsztyn. Warmian 
Pastoral Days. Paper: “Poor Man and the Mission 
Work of the Church.” September 9th, Gdańsk. II 
Festival of World Culture. Paper: “African Ritual 
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Therapies.” November 15th, Szklarska Poręba. 
Conference: Problems of Contemporary 
Thanatology. Paper: “Levels of Thanatological 
Analysis.” December 6th, Warszawa. Conference: 
Justice, Peace, Reconciliation in Context of African 
Synode. Paper: “Justice, Peace, Reconciliation in 
Documents of Bishops’ Conference of Togo.” 
 
Publications: 
Zaradzić nieszczęściu. Rytuały kryzysowe u ludu 
Basari z Togo. SQL: Olsztyn, 2006, 301 pp. [To 
Overcome Misfortune. Crisis Rituals of the Bassari 
People from Togo].  “Antropologiczne badania 
rytuału.” In: M. Filipiak, M. Rajewski (eds), Rytuał. 
Przeszłość i teraźniejszość, Wyd. UMCS: Lublin, 
2006, 19-37 [Anthropological Studies of Ritual]. 
“Narodzenie dziecka u ludu Basari (Togo) jako 
egzemplifikacja obrzędów przejścia według modelu 
Arnolda van Gennepa.” In: M. Filipiak, M. 
Rajewski (eds), Rytuał. Przeszłość i teraźniejszość, 
Wyd. UMCS: Lublin, 2006, 201-214 [The Birth of a 
Child in the Bassari People as an Exemplification of 
Rites of Passage according to A. van Gennep’s 
Model].  “Płaszczyzny analizy 
antropotanatologicznej.” In: J. Kolbuszowski (ed), 
Problemy współczesnej tanatologii. Medycyna – 
antropologia kultury – humanistyka. WTN: 
Wrocław, 2006, 13-18 [Levels of Thanatological 
Analysis].  “Etiologia choroby w afrykańskich 
społecznościach tradycyjnych.” Annales Academiae 
Medicae Gedanensis XXXV (2005) suplement 9, 
261-271. [Illness Etiology in African Traditional 
Societies].  “Mikołaj Grunitzky – syn Polaka u 
sterów Republiki Togijskiej.” Forum Politologiczne 
III (2005) 123-137 [Nicolas grunitzky – A Son of 
Polish Man as President of the Republic of Togo].  
“Sprawiedliwość, pokój i pojednanie w 
dokumentach Konferencji Episkopatu Togo.” In: J. 
Różański (ed), Ecclesia in Africa. Pojednanie, 
sprawiedliwość i pokój. Missio, - Polonia: 
Warszawa, 2006, 103-118 [Justice, Peace and 
Reconciliation in Documents of the Bishops’ 
Conference of Togo].  “Kronika afrykańskiej 
rodziny.” Afryka 22 (2005/2006), 81-84   
Book Review: Dacher, Michèle: Cent ans au 
village. Chronique familiale gouin (Burkina Faso). 
Anthropos 101 (2006), 596-597.  Book Review: 
Handelman, Don, and Galina Lindquist (eds): Ritual 
in Its Own Right. Exploring the Dynamics of 
Transformation. Anthropos 101 (2006), 617-618.  
Book Review: Yves Lenoir et Nicolas Standeart 
(éds.) Les danses rituelles chinoises d’après Joseph-
Marie Amiot. Aux sources d’ethnochoréographie. 
Monumenta Serica 53  (2005), 513-514. 
 
 
 
Joachim Piepke 
  
Piepke is the director of Anthropos Institut St. 
Augustin besides being the Rektor of the 
Philosophisch-Theologische Hochschule St. 
Augustin. He is member of the editorial team of the 
Institute and is responsible for the section on the 
articles in Anthropology & Mission.  He prepared 

and looks after, updating the Website of the 
Institute. Together with Gäcther and Quack 
prepared the CD-Rom with the 100 hundred years 
index of the Anthropos. 
 
Antoon Potsma 
 
Postma continues his work with the Mangyans on 
Mindoro. He was happy that a visitor from Austria 
selected some of his old positives and negatives for 
a photo-history of the Mangyans in Panaytayan to 
burn on a CD-Rom. His efforts to keep the 
Mangyan culture alive does not consist only in data 
recording but also in giving concrete chances to 
bright Mangyans to train professionally as teachers, 
nurses, agriculturists, etc. He helped organize the 
Mangyan Youth to present their rich culture to 
colleges outside their area organizing exhibits 
displaying their traditional technology. Besides the 
problems with his computer and printer now he 
faces the acute shortage of water that forces him and 
the people to long walks.  
 
Anton Quack 
 
Quack is the book Reviews Editor of Anthropos. He 
wrote: “Afrikanische Kulturen.” In: A. Grabner-
Haider (Hrsg.), Ethos der Weltkulturen. Religion 
und Ethik; pp. 319-329. Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & 
Ruprecht, 2006.   Anthropos 100 Years Index 1906-
2005. Anthropos  101.2006/2: CD-ROM, 3922 
Einträge. Sankt Augustin: Anthropos Institut, 2006. 
[mit Joachim Piepke und Othmar Gächter]   “Ethos 
der Stammeskulturen.” In: A. Grabner-Haider 
(Hrsg.), Ethos der Weltkulturen. Religion und Ethik; 
pp. 37-53. Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 
2006.   “Die Friedensproblematik im Kontext 
indigener Religionen.” In: W. Haußmann et al. 
(Hrsg.), Handbuch Friedenserziehung. Interreligiös 
– interkulturell – interkonfessionell; pp. 159-163. 
Gütersloh: Gütersloher Verlagshaus, 2006. “Von 
Missionaren für Missionare – 100 Jahre 
Anthropos.” Anregung 58.2006/1: 66-71. “100 
Years of Anthropos.” Anthropos 101.2006/1: 3-7. 
 
Alexander Rödlach  
 
Rödlach has been giving the introduction to cultural 
anthropology at the Philosophisch-Theologische 
Hochschule Sankt Augustin during one semester. 
He gave a couple of professional papers during the 
past months during professional conferences, e.g. 
the annual conference of German Africanists in 
Frankfurt, June 2006, and the biannual meeting of 
the European anthropologists in Bristol, September 
2006. 
His rewritten and expanded dissertation Witches, 
Westerners, and HIV: AIDS and Cultures of Blame 
in Africa was published in the USA at Walnut 
Creek: Left Coast Press, 2006. 
Currently he is working on a paper on 
representations of the AIDS epidemic through 
modern art in Zimbabwe that he intends to submit to 
African Arts, a journal issued by the African Studies 
Center at the University of California, Los Angeles. 
 

5

 



 

Roger Schroeder  
 
Schroeder lectures at CTU.  
Academic Conferences and Symposia: He gave the 
Keynote addresses at Texas Mission Conference 
2006, Fort Worth, TX, January 27-28,  2006. 
“Models of Mission Theology” and “Prophetic 
Dialogue: A Mission Theology for Today.”  
With Stephen Bevans he conducted a two-week 
missiological workshop at Tagaytay, the 
Philippines, July 30-August 12, 2006,  “Constants in 
Context in the Asian-Pacific Zone.”  At the Midwest 
Fellowship of Mission Studies, Wheaton College, 
Wheaton, IL, October 28, 2006 presented a paper 
“Catholic Missionary Martyrs of the 20th Century.”  
Together with Stephen Bevans he presented: “In 
Memoriam of Fr. Louis J. Luzbetak, SVD: 
Presentation of two Papua New Guinean films” for 
the SVD community, East Troy, WI, April 28, 2006. 
He gave a presentation to Board of Volunteer 
Missionary Movement (VMM), Milwaukee, WI, 
May 13, 2006: “Mission for the 21st Century: A 
Single but Complex Reality.”  
Publications: Schroeder published together with 
Stephen Bevans an Asian Edition of Constants in 
Context: A Theology of Mission for Today. 
Philippines and India: Claretian Publications, 2005. 
Wrote a book review of Blessed Among All Women: 
Women Saints, Prophets, and Witnesses in Our 
Time. Robert Ellsberg.  New Theology Review 19/3 
(2006), 86-87. 
Published “Catholic Church Growing 
Everywhere—Except in Europe.” International 
Bulletin of Missionary Research 30/3 (2006), 142-
143. 
With Stephen Bevans.  “We Were Gentle Among 
You: Christian Mission as Dialogue.” 
 www.instrumentsofpeace.ie  
 
S.M. Michael 
 
Michael, who is lecturing at the Mumbai University 
reports: “I was sent to Magdeburg University in 
Germany by the Mumbai University in an Academic 
Exchange Programme. I taught three months in 
Magdeburg University. I had a wonderful exchange 
of ideas with German students.. I have participated 
in three conferences at the Mumbai University… 
The third edition of my book Dalits in Modern 
India: Vision and Values has been published by 
Sage International.” 
 
Arnold Sprenger 
 
Sprenger reports that his time was mainly taken up 
by work in formation and administration. “On 
March 14, 2005 I received the Honorary Degree of 
Doctor of Literature from Fu Jen University in 
Taipei,Taiwan. The topic of my Address at that 
occasion was: “Forty Years in Pursuit of 
Language”. 
On July 22, 2005, the evening before the official 
opening of the Libori-Festival (a week-long 
celebration of the patron of the Archdiocese of 
Paderborn in Germany) I gave the talk “Der 
Missionar Joseph Freinademetz: Brückenbauer 

zwischen Europa und China”. The talk was attended 
by several bishops, the “Domkapitel” (Chapter of 
the Cathedral), many invited guests, and about 300 
other guests from all walks of life. After the talk I 
had a lively exchange of ideas with the bishops and 
the Domkapitel of the Archdiocese.” 
 
Henryk Zimoń 
 
Zimoń is the head of the Department of History and 
Ethnology of Religion, the Faculty of Theology, the 
John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin and a 
member of many scientific societies, e.g., the 
Scientific Society of the John Paul II Catholic 
University of Lublin, the Committee of 
Anthropological Sciences of the Polish Academy of 
Science, the Polish Ethnological Society, the Polish 
Society of African Studies, the Polish Society of 
Religious Studies, the Scientific Society of Lublin. 
Lecturing Activities: 
In the winter term 2005/2006 and summer term 
2006 he had six hours weekly courses, master’s 
seminar and doctoral seminar at the John Paul II 
Catholic University of Lublin. For the first time at 
the University of Lublin he gave the course on 
“African traditional religions” in English. In the 
summer term 2006 he taught the course on: 
“Introduction to the Religious Studies” (10 hours) at 
the Institute of Theological Studies at Gorodok 
(Ukraine), affiliated to the Lateran University in 
Rome. 
Academic Conferences and Symposia: 10 January, 
2006 – lectures (4 hours) on: “African traditional 
religions” in the Mission Centre in Warsaw 
(Poland). 
10 January, 2006 – lecture on: “Double funeral 
among the Konkomba of northern Ghana” in the 
Missiological Department of the Cardinal Stefan 
Wyszyński University of Warsaw. 
28 March, 2006 – lecture on: “Researches of the 
Department of History and Ethnology of Religion of 
the John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin on 
the Polish folk religiosity and African religions” in 
the Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Science  of 
the Silesian University in Cieszyn (Poland). 
8 April, 2006 – lecture (4 hours) on: “African 
traditional religions” in the Department of non-
European Countries of the Polish Academy of 
Science in Warsaw. 
9 June, 2006 – participation in the session of the 
Committee of the Anthropological Sciences of the 
Polish Academy of Science in the Institute of 
Ethnology and Cultural Anthropology at the 
Jagiellonian University in Cracow (Poland). 
18 August, 2006 – lecture on: “The theory of 
primitive monotheism and its critique” in the 
Ecumenical Theological Society in Odessa 
(Ukraine). 
21 September, 2006 – participation in the session 
on: “Theology of religions” of the Association of 
the Fundamental Theologians in the diocesan Major 
Seminary in Lodz (Poland). 
22-23 September, 2006 – participation in Xth 
conference of the SVD professors of the Polish 
Province at the Mission Major Seminary in 
Pieniężno. 
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25 October, 2006 – lecture on: “African religious 
values as the basis for the interreligious dialogue” in 
the international Polish-Ukrainian conference on: 
“Peace for the world. Importance of the 
interreligious dialogue for the Polish and Ukrainian 
communities and the Church in Middle-Eastern 
Europe in the building of tolerance and dialogue.” 
Lublin, 25-26 October, 2006.  
15-17 November, 2005 – participation in the tenth 
international conference on: “Problems of the 
contemporary thanatology. Medicine – cultural 
anthropology – human sciences” organized by the 
Scientific Society of Wrocław in Szklarska Poręba 
(Poland). He gave a lecture on: “Researches on 
double funerals among the Konkomba of northern 
Ghana.” 
26 November, 2006 – lecture on: “Religious 
sciences and disciplines” in the conference 
organized by the Christian University in Odessa, 25-
27 November, 2006. 
Publications: 
“Podwójny pogrzeb u ludu Konkomba w północnej 
Ghanie.” [Double funeral among the Konkomba 
people of northern Ghana] Summarium 34 (2005), 
129-143 (appeared with dealy in 2006). 
“The role of women in African traditional 
religions.” Acta Ethnographica Hungarica, 51 
(2006), 43-60 (Hungary, in English). 
“Z badań nad pogrzebami wtórnymi u ludu 
Konkomba z północnej Ghany.” [Researches on 
double funerals among the Konkomba people of 
northern Ghana] In: J. Kolbuszewski (ed), Problemy 
współczesnej tanatologii. Medycyna – antropologia 
kulturowa – humanistyka. Wrocław, 2006, 177-184. 
“Geneza śmierci w tradycji mitycznej ludów Afryki 
subsaharyjskiej.”  [The genesis of death in the 
mythical tradition among the peoples of sub-
Saharan Africa] Roczniki Teologiczne 53/9 (2006), 
153-166. “Rytuały doroczne w sanktuariach ziemi u 
ludu Konkomba z północnej Ghany.” [The annual 
rituals in the Earth shrines among the Konkomba 
people of northern Ghana] In: M. Filipiak, M. 
Rajewski (eds), Rytuał. Przeszłość i teraźniejszość. 
Lublin, 2006, 215-236. 
“Luzbetak Louis Joseph SVD.” In: St. Wilk et al. 
(eds), Encyklopedia  katolicka, vol. 11, Lublin, 
2006, col. 254-255. “Magizm” [Magism]. Ibidem, 
col. 802-804. “Mana” [Mana]. Ibidem, col. 1121-
1122. “Manizm” [Manism]. Ibidem, col. 1163-1164.  
 
Johann Zgraggen: 
 
Zgraggen reports that the publication The Lady 
Daria and Mister Kamadonga was promised some 
years ago but last year the publisher got seriously 
ill; now it seems that production is in process again. 
He is working on organizing the extensive materials 
he collected in PNG and he plans to rewrite his 
Divine Revelation in PNG; the drafting has started. 
 

7

Reports about Corporate Members 
 
Anthropos Institute St. Augustin 
 
Othmar Gächter reports: “The Anthropos Institute 

and the Phil.-Theol. Hochschule SVD at St. 
Augustine sponsored an international symposium 
dating from October 16th to the 20th, 2006. It 
reflected the basic outlook of Anthropos today as 
100 years ago: ‘Cultures and Religions in the 
Encounter with the Other.’ The symposium showed 
clearly that language ability, social, economic, and 
political factors not only directly affect every 
meeting with other people and every interaction 
with other cultures, religions, and regions, but they 
also change the social relationships and the 
dominant values. It was especially obvious that the 
encounters with the Other can take many long, 
tedious paths, paths, however, which can lead from 
what is a kind of untested understanding of the 
Other developed out of our own culture to an 
understanding of the Other and often to a mutual 
understanding and acceptance.” 
Members of the Institute are very active in the 
Hochschule both in administration and lecturing. 
 
Institute of Indian Culture 
 
On January 29 the Institute celebrated its Annual 
Day with a symposium on “The Religion in the Age 
of Globalization” at which eminent speakers 
presented several papers. The director was able to 
announce that the IIC has been now granted 
permanent recognition by the University of Mumbai 
as a post-graduate centre for MA (by research) and 
Ph.D. in the subjects of Sociology and 
Anthropology. “Special mention need to be made of 
Prof. J.V. Ferreira … and especially of Dr. S.M. 
Michael who was instrumental all these years in 
liaisoning with the Department of Sociology and the 
University of Mumbai in obtaining this final 
permanent recognition.” 
Fr. M.T. Joseph returns to the IIC as Programme 
Co-ordinator after having obtained his Ph.D. in 
social sciences in New Dehli. 
 
The Melanesian Institute 
 
Fr. Nick de Groot, after fifteen years of service, has 
left the Institute to work with the Bishops 
Conference of PNG and SI. Rev. Hermann Springler 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church is the new 
director and Franco Zocca, our Anthropos member, 
is the Assistant Director.  
Courses: the Orientation Course, which inaugurated 
the activity of the Institute in 1969 remains a regular 
feature of the service to the churches in PNG. Often, 
however, instead of people coming to the Institute 
the staff of the Institute goes out where the people 
are.  
Research: The main research centres on the deadly 
type of sorcery called Sanguma. The Website states: 
“In the past year, Research Staff have continued to 
collect data in Simbu Province which was chosen 
for the pilot project.. Franco Zocca has already done 
some exploratory work on Goodenough Island and 
Bereina in preparation for a possible extension of 
the Sorcery research in those areas which could 
represent the Massim Archipelago and the Central 
Province.  
Another research is the one on ‘Modernisation and 

 



 

Religious Revival in Oceania.’ The reports on the 
research conducted in 2003-2004 by Philip Gibbs in 
PNG and by Franco Zocca in New Caledonia and 
Vanuatu appeared in Ernst Manfred, Globalization 
and the Reshaping of Christianity in the Pacific 
Islands. Suva: Fiji Pacific Theological College, 
2006. This is a comprehensive study on religious 
revival movements and beliefs active in present day 
PNG.” 

 

Events 
 
Birthdays 
 
This year we celebrate the 75th birthday of our 
members Josef Glinka, Ennio Mantovani, Joseph 
Thiel, and Johann Zgraggen; the 70th of Peter 
Knecht, the 60th of S. Lourdusamy and the 50th of 
Robert Kisala. Ad multos annos to all of you.  

Publications: The publication of the journal Catalyst 
(Vol. 36) and of the book series Point (No 30) has 
continued. Some of the publications are now offered 
also on CDs. Besides, every month the Institute 
makes available for free an article on its Website 
www.mi.org.pg.  

 
Jubilies 
 
Congratulations to Fr. Hugo Huber for his 65 years 
of religious profession and to Fr. Johann Zgraggen 
for his golden jubilee in vows; to Fr. Josef Glinka 
for his golden jubilee of ordination and Fr. Dominic 
Gaioni for his forty years in the priesthood. God’s 
blessing to your ministry as SVDs and priests. 

 
 
TICCS 
 
One can access the websiteof the Institute to 
retreave all the information: www.ticcs.com What 
the Institute offers is impressive. Orientation 
Courses of one week, Mini Orientation Courses of 
three days, Introduction Courses of four weeks, 
week-end Seminars on aspects of culture and 
ministry or culture and development, and Cultural 
Analysis Workshops. This course activity is 
nourished by a rich research programme. The 
ongoing research comprises Ghanaian oral 
literature, African Proverbs and the Bible, Dagomba 
Dictionary & Grammar, Ghanaian English, 
Witchcraft in Ghana, African Traditional Religion 
and Development, African Development 
Worldviews,  
African Agricultural Worldviews, Language and 
Development, Peacemaking and Peacekeeping. The 
academic aspect is highlighted also by the MA 
programme which is carried out by the Institute.  

 
 
 
Ennio Mantovani 
Acting coordinator 
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