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6th ASPAC Brothers’ Assembly 
“SVD Brothers’ Role in Today’s Church”  

Hyderabad, 23-26 August 2011 
 

 
 
The above mentioned Assembly was held in Arnold Bhavan (INH Provincialate); from 23 to 26 
August 2011, and was attended by twenty Brothers and three priests. Seven Brothers came from 
India, four out of Indonesia and three from the Philippines. The other provinces and regions of the 
zone; namely, AUS, PNG, SIN, VIE and KOR, sent one representative each. Only JPN, ING and 
TLS could not send any delegate this time. Fr. Bill Burt, the ASPAC Zonal Coordinator, and Bro. 
Alfonso J. Berger (Generalate) attended this assembly too.  
 
Motivated by the theme, “SVD Brothers’ Role in Today’s Church”, we had input sessions, group 
discussions and plenary sessions, which led us to formulate some important Statements about our 
vocation and mission: 

*As Brothers, our role in the Church today is unique. We preach the Word of God mainly 
through countless acts of religious and professional services. 
*As religious missionaries, our work and prayer must be a source of 'life-giving' energy for 
self and others. 
*As Brothers, we serve the people of God through various charisms in the light of the 
Word as true prophets. 
*We Brothers need to get involved more in eradicating injustice, corruption, and 
ignorance in the society at large.  
*As Brothers, we treasure our own vocation as 'Religious Brothers' and continue 
promoting the Brothers' vocation.  
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But, the assembly also came up with some meaning Recommendations that should guide us in the 
years to come, of which I would like to single out the following ones: 

 
• We recommend rescheduling the frequency of the ASPAC Brothers Zonal Assembly to every 

five years due to financial constraints of the Society and to give more time for implementing 
the previous zonal assembly recommendations. 

• We recommend that on-going formation for higher studies such as M.A. and/or Ph.D., in line 
with the priorities of the province, be given to the Brothers for better performance in their 
given responsibilities.  

• We recommend periodical upgrading of skills and knowledge (seminars, short courses, etc.) 
for Brothers who have been at least five years in the field.  

 
In addition, the assembly strongly recommended fostering Brother vocation promotion through 
writing life stories or articles for the SVD Brothers’ Bulletin, besides making use of these 
materials and sharing them with other vocation promoters. Regular vocation promotion in 
schools and relevant institutions should be done as well.  
 
Finally, taking a clue from the meager presence of qualified Brothers in formation staff, the 
assembly highly recommended training Brother formators and making an exchange of them 
within the ASPAC Zone wherever possible (especially, within the same country). NB: the 
complete statements and recommendations of this assembly & other information can be found on 
our Website: http://www.svdcuria.org/public/brothers/index.htm (under Newly Posted articles).  
I take this opportunity to thank Bro. Rajesh Soreng, the Zonal Area Coordinator, for the well 
organized meeting, and to Fr. A. Jesu, ProSupINH, for having hosted this assembly in his 
province with a welcoming heart.    
 

 
Bro. Alfonso J. Berger, svd. 
 
Rome, 27 September 2011.  

 
 


