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INTRODUCTION: 

 
YouTube! The movie provided my first introduction to this amazing land, larger than the 
Continental United States! Those ladies, dancing to the Carioca on the wings of airborne planes 
and flying across the face of Cristo Redentor remains one of the most audacious pieces of film 

 

 I was born in Madison, SD, the 9th of 11 children in 1936.  My parents were firm Irish 
Catholics and passed on to all of us the gift of faith.  Two of my brothers would die in the war 
and two of us would become Religious; my older sister joined the Blue Sisters and I would 
follow later to the Arnoldus family as a Religious Brother.   

 The parish had a school run by the Presentation Sisters and they carried on and complemented 

to the SVD community and what it had to offer.  Father Studeny  introd
Secondary School and in 1954 I enrolled there for the next four years. Along with the regular 
studies I was apprenticed first as a baker and eventually clerical work as well as porter for the 
house.   

 In 1956, upon completing Secondary School (University would come later) there were two 
years of Novitiate and by the time I was 21, sixty years ago this year, I had officially entered 
the Society of the Divine Word.   

 ry young age, and in 
awe of a strong Parish Priest, I was attracted to the Church.  Nuns and priests being the only 
contacts I knew, I was headed for the Priesthood.  However, once I became aware of the 

as no looking back for me.  I truly 
appreciate the importance if not necessity of the Clerical State and have respect and admiration 
for those choosing this essential vocation for Mother Church. However, this simply was not my 
calling and simply held no attraction for me from then on.   

 The community of Brothers at Techny, and especially two who mentored me provided all the 
inspiration I needed to join this merry band.  The community was huge with over 400 members 
there at the time.  It exuded zeal and sense of purpose. The Society was on the march and 
returning Missionaries and their tales and slides only whetted our appetite for what was in store 
for us around the world. (Incidentally, it is interesting to note that the first SVD to appear in the 
United St
hundred years later, it was two Brothers who brought the SVD to Thailand and the first of 
THAT country is now making his novitiate.  But I digress.) 

 In 1961 my first assignment as a young SVD was to Rome as an English speaking secretary for 
the Rector. Prior to leaving for Rome I attended Georgetown University for Italian language 
studies. (German studies would follow later on.) From Georgetown in Washington it was on to 
NEW YORK to board the SS UNITED STATES for Europe.  Within five years those crossings 
by ship were no more as the Jet age had arrived. 
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 Eventually the Roman Community would host 25 Bishops and one Cardinal for the duration of 
the Council.    

 That was a remarkab
the Vatican Council opened. In hindsight and not really fully appreciated at the time, I  was 
witnessing history in the making.  

 When the Council concluded, it just so happened that way off in Papua New Guinea the 
Provincial and Vice Provincial, who was the Pilot, were killed, crashing in one of our planes. I 
was asked to head to Madang in the Territory of Papua New Guinea in 1964 for the start of a 
new chapter with a new Language: Melanesian Pidjin!   

 Father Walachy, the Pilot, happened to also be the Customs Agent for the SVD, clearing 
shipments as they arrived from overseas and distributing them to the various outstations.  I 
obtained my own Customs License and within a couple of years I was asked to take on the job 
of Provincial Treasurer. I may be incorrect but I believe I was the first Brother in the SVD to 
have been appointed to such a position.  I appreciated the faith that was placed in me by Gerry 
Bus, the Provincial but it was soon evident that good will was not enough and I eventually 
returned to the States for my University Studies which I completed with a BA Degree in 
Accounting. Clutching that piece of paper in my hand, I returned to PNG to teach in the SVD 
Catholic High School now a University.  But I was soon asked to be the Financial 
Administrator for the Wewak Diocese up the Coast where I was really able to make use of my 
degree.  In Wewak I installed the first Computerized and accounting system for any Catholic 
institution of the country.  I would do the same for the Province in my next assignment, Mount 
Hagen in the PNG Highlands which enjoys year round springtime. The cool Highlands 
provided a much different experience from the steamy coast I had experienced up to then. I 
was once again made Provincial Treasurer a position I would proceed to hold in four different 
countries with four different currencies. 

 I had arrived in Papua New Guinea in 1965 and in 1990 I was asked to be Treasurer for first 
the California Province and three years later, in 1993, for Great Britain. Simultaneously I was 
asked to do the same task in Australia while the incumbent took his sabbatical. (I, uh, earned a 
lot of Frequent Flier Miles!)  

 While working in the UK I took a sabbatical of my own.  Included in the program was a study 
of the 12-step program which was originally designed for those with alcoholic addictions. A 

 

theological richness all its own. 

 Among the 12 steps, however, I was seriously struck by the 11th which states
through prayer and meditation, to improve my conscious contact with God, as I understand 

me those 12 steps were a real epiphany and I go through them every day. But especially that 
one.  It says it all.  There is no need to wish or want this or that or to chase after something 
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answered prayers than unanswered 
willing to go where I am wanted and am always intrigued with changes as they come. Frankly, 
I highly recommend the 12 steps!  

 In 1996 I was back in the States to work in the Chicago Province Finance office where I was 
asked to duplicate an accounting system I had established in the other Provinces.  This enabled 
each entity to use the same system for the various communities and activities of a large 
Province which included Canada and the Caribbean islands.  

 Three years later I accepted the position as Executive Secretary for the Religious Brothers 
conference in Chicago. From there, in 2004 I was assigned to the California Province and took 
up a position with WORDNET PRODUCTIONS as its Development Director and I continue to 
play in that sandbox today.  I find it a most interesting and productive ministry in spreading the 
Gospel. 

 
education for the jobs at hand.  I have experienced it personally.  It used to be that we thought 

submit and believe that we really were trained for the wrong thing. As quasi Benedictines we 
had a rigid daily routine: the quarterly hour prayer, ratios, days of recollection, monthly 
nocturnal adoration, silence at meals and so on.  Everything was laid out for us.  We never 

 

 We were trained as Benedictines in the mission house and that is fine as far as it goes but it 
was poor preparation for work as Missionaries trying to survive, sometimes on our own, in the 
jungle.  In a word, that monastic cocoon (and I truly enjoyed every one of those formative 
years) was simply not there once we arrived at our new post! 

 We came out of those Benedictine-oriented mission houses as out of a factory in those pre-
Vatican Council days.  We rarely left the mission house with all it provided, while those in the 
real world faced real survival situations, as my many siblings could attest. We came down the 
assembly line with tunnel vision of all those pagan babies that needed saving before they died 
and went to, well to, well Limbo.  Remember Limbo!!  We were given our new suit and collar 
with a brand new cassock in our luggage.  We were wrapped in plastic coming off that 

deteriorated and peeled away, the collar gave us a rash and the black suit and cassock were 
soon covered with mildew.   

 I clearly remember my first real introduction to a suffering world!   Following Mass on Sunday 
in our small chapel, we had a small clinic for anyone with minor ills and I was asked to play 
doctor. As I stood there in my pristine cassock this lovely bare breasted PNG maiden 
approached me with a serious carbuncle that had erupted on her breast! Father Joyce, my 

Well, I DID good but this certainly never came up in MY Novitiate!! But eventually we would 
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all realize that we needed some serious re-tooling and fortunately were encouraged to do so.  
And not, necessarily, as doctors!   

 AD GENTES, written in Nemi as a product 
creating the study of Missiology. Its inclusion in the formation studies had arrived and with it a 
new approach and vision to what was expected of us.   

 Today with the opportunities provided by the CPE programs and early introduction to what is 
needed, the SVD and the world are in a much better place. The young professed can interrupt 
their studies and go out to assess what is needed and prepare accordingly on their return.  This 
allows them to be ever more productive in what they would need. 

 One field that stands out for me is the possibility and fascinating world of media and 
communication.  In addition to my jobs as Treasurer in PNG, I was ten years on the Board of 

ewspaper venture. Since arriving at my 
most recent posting I was invited to work with Wordnet Productions in Television. I have 

only imagine what he would create today with its potential as Verbo Film has done here in 
Brazil.  

 I understand that in the first three months of moving in to that tavern in Steyl, with little 
money, food or furniture, Father Janssen spent needed funds on a printing press much to the 
discomfort of his small band of six. Three of those would leave less than six months later!   

 
DWM Sec Vol 6, #7)  

Such a vision the man had. Such a vision we need today! Whatever he accomplished with the 
media in HIS day can hardly compare to the potential available to us today.   

 In the Preparatory Documents for the coming General Chapter Social Media and its importance 
IS recognized: 

Facebook, Twitter, WhatApp, Viper, etc., connect people around 
the world.  People who are separated by great distances can 
communicate online.  Undoubtedly, we acknowledge the importance 
of digital social media in evangelization.  As missionaries, we 
must take into account our new reality so we can continue to 

  

 And here I can personally attest to its effectiveness. Wordnet Productions 
(www.wordnettv.net) produces the English iGodToday APP which has generated more than 
a million hits around the world since its inception in 2012.  The Spanish Version, Dios 
Habla started a year ago, has now reached thirty-three thousand  hits and includes 
contributions from Columbia and Panama. It is so cheap to produce and so enormous in its 
outreach.   
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 But so much for that. For those in formation today, and especially those wanting to serve as 
Religious Brothers, I cannot recommend this ministry enough.  Having said that, I can only say 
that preparation and education is more important than ever. This, of course, applies to any 
field. When I was young however, that was not necessarily a requirement and you could simply 
walk in to most any country and be accepted.   

 That, thankfully is no longer the case.  We thought good will was enough, but of course, it 

anyone could walk in, qualified or not. 

 The Council and emerging independent nations changed all that. Those pagan babies and 
unbaptized millions would survive without our rush to baptize them. Eventually we came to 
realize that it was OUR job to educate ourselves to a better missiological understanding of 
salvation and our role in it.   

 Whether we understand it fully today is still questionable, but I do believe our understanding 
and approach is far better than it was when I left the USA in 1961.  We can all appreciate that 
it is unjust for us to simply interfere with a work force that locals need and can provide in their 
own country. That being said, if I have any hope or expectation it would be that our task is to 
be technically educated leaders in fields that are not immediately available to those among 
whom we come to serve.   

 Education is not only the key but something we have to offer to a needy world and it behooves 

within a whole new paradigm. 

 Presently I sit on the Board of the LAY MISSION HELPERS who send Catholic Volunteers to 
many developing countries.  This organization was especially helpful to us in PNG where I 
first became aware of their valuable contribution to the SVD. They are, in fact, now making 
plans  

 These many heroes of all stripes have not only been a joy to work with but they have provided 
downright inspiration. Among other things we need only read ARNOLDUS and the SVD 
stories it shares around the world.  Would that the public could share in this monthly witness. 
Of course there is another list, too but that is another group entirely despite their having tried to 
contribute in our common herculean efforts.    

 
case of Vocations, well they are down all around. So, if CLERICAL vocations are down, if 
CLERICAL Vocations have a cold, the BROTHER vocations are sick indeed. On the other 
hand, Church History with its ups and downs is a long one and in the end, it is out of our 
hands.  The good Lord will continue to send apostles and we, as people of faith, can leave it at 
that.  Maybe that is why the importance of lay collaboration is the key.  Having said that, it still 
behooves all of us, Priests and Brothers, from the Generalate on down to study this historical 
gift, appreciate it and promote it as much as possible for the Kingdom.  And in that sense I 

G A 
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BROTHER. The voice of the Brother IS rarely heard and I want to recommend this small voice 
in the wilderness.   

CONCLUSION:  

 
wonderful text entitled Dayenu!  It t

Dayenu!  If God had only given us the Torah, Dayenu.  If God had only given us the Sabbath, 
 

 
If God had only given me one good parent for a short time, Deyanu.  But no, he gave me 

two great parents who stayed with and supported me into my 50th and 60th years. 
 
If God had only given me one sibling, Deyanu.  But no, he gave me ten siblings, all of 

whom have enriched my life. 
 
If God had only allowed me to join the Benedictines in South Dakota as was my first 

intention, Deyanu.  But no, he led me to the SVD and its international richness. 
 
If God had only allowed me to have a basic education, Deyanu.  But no, he saw to it that 

I was given a Degree in Accounting and prepared me accordingly for what was to come. 
 
If God had only allowed me to work in one country, Deyanu.  But no, he let me work in 

four countries and in each one as a Provincial Treasurer. 
 
If God had only allowed me to speak in one language, Deyanu.  But no, he allowed me to 

explore the richness of three others. 
 

finished with me yet.  Deyanu, indeed! 
 
 And thus concludes my story. I am grateful for having had the opportunity of working with SO 
many dedicated men and women over the years in so many countries. I could provide you with 
a list of those remarkable co-workers but suffice it to say it would include Bishops, Priests, 
Brothers, Sisters and lay people, domestic and foreign.  

 
lawyer who takes himself as a case has a fool for a 
objectively as I could. It has all been a great ride and I leave you with a grateful heart for the 
SVD and with a positive optimism for the future.  

 And in addition to all that, this presentation has given me the chance to finally see what that 
 

OBRIGADO E ABRACOS 
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Boa viagem e felicidades  
 
Obrigado pela sua ajuda! 
 
Um abraco 
 
Bendiciones y buen viaje! 
 
Brian McLauchlin: bmclauch62@aol.com 

David  Nikins: dnikins@gmail.com 

Mike Decker: mdeckersvd@yahoo.com 

Stephen Pardy: ydrap01@yahoo.com 

Duylinh Tran:  ran_con2002@yahoo.com 

 


