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For years, the Steyler Missionaries had been considering getting involved in a social focal point in 

Berlin. Now in the parish of St. Marien Liebfrauen in Berlin-Kreuzberg the opportunity to live and 

work has arisen. Br. Bernd Ruffing SVD and Br. Emanuel Huemer SVD have taken the 

opportunity with courage. At their new location, they remain closely connected to the Holy Spirit 

community. Here they report on their departure and the purpose of their work. 

 

                  

"We are intercongregational."                                      Annette (temporary missionary) and Siessen 
                                                                                     Franciscan nuns were groundbreaking 
 

On April 1st, Holy Thursday, we, Emanuel and Bernd, moved to the parish of St. Marien 

Liebfrauen in Berlin Kreuzberg. We consciously decided to spend the Holy Week and Easter days 

here. So, we put our mats on the floor and moved in with light luggage. In fact, the first night 

became a prayer night, because Bernd had organized relay prayers with the MaZ-Ostergruppe from 

22:00 to 6 o'clock in the morning and rejoiced himself in the empty room about the opportunity to 

start at the place awake and praying. Here in St. Mary's Liebfrauen live six Missionaries of Charity, 

who run a soup kitchen, in which OTP's practical experience has been gaining time and again for 

many years. Every day 100-150 people come here for food, which unfortunately can only be spent 

on takeaways at the moment. A doctor's mobile to care for people without health insurance and 

the food truck also drive to our church here once a week. In the immediate vicinity we have the 

Görli (Görlitzer Park), which is quite well known among insiders and tourists. Initially, on our first 

routes from the S-Bahn and the subway to our rectory, we were regularly offered substances of 

which we are not aware of any price or effect. By now, our faces may already be familiar. Drug 

use happens again and again in front of the church door and also was already dealt on our holy 

ground. Kreuzberg life! 



                          

         First, the windows must be dense                                         Now it can also be repainted 

      

When Bernd was asked by the cashier in the supermarket around the corner: "And How was your 

day so far?", he was unsure whether he should ignore the question as a phrase or how he should 

react to it. When the cashier asked him this question again with an interesting look, it was clear 

that she really wanted to get into the conversation. "It's nice that you now live in our neighborhood. 

Welcome!" 

Our apartment, which is provided by the Archdiocese, is the perfect place for us to give the Church 

a face. "Be there, and talk to the people!" This was important to the diocese leadership after the 

pastor left here on 1.1.2021. The parishes of St. Marien Liebfrauen and St. Michael Kreuzberg, 

which already experienced a merger after a parish reform at the beginning of 2000, have now been 

part of the parish of Bernhard Lichtenberg since January with other parish structures from Berlin 

Mitte. 

 

                
          Peonies welcome                                                                ... and the house keys 

 

Intergregational life is born. Father Benno, a real Berliner and Benedictine, is currently living with 

us two Styler Missionaries. Our intercongregational life begins at the kitchen table and extends to 

the parish churches where we offer a Bible sharing on Mondays, an open morning prayer from 

Tuesday to Friday and a vesper to welcome Sunday on Saturday evening. In addition, there are 

religious and friends and simply someone who wants to sleep an hour on one of the church benches 

for the time of vespers and adoration. Everyone is welcome. Kreuzberg life! 

Following an Austrian custom, in which a palm frond is placed on the field, and thus the hope for 

a profitable harvest is expressed, we have also put the palm bush, which Emanuel's mother sent 

him, here in our field. Harvest is far from thought of and we begin to be here with awake eyes and 

an open heart. So, as we have learned, missionaries do when they come to a new place. Emanuel 



helps on Tuesdays in the soup kitchen and Bernd gets involved in a team of volunteers from the 

parish, who offer food expenses on Wednesdays. Bernd has requests for escort talks from migrants 

and a woman is waiting for a Sunday offer to be launched, because Sundays are the hardest for 

single people. In the next few weeks, I am sure that what concrete things can be created here will 

become apparent. God's Spirit will show us the direction. 

We were surprised by the warmth and symbolism with which we were greeted at the churches of 

St. Mary's Our Lady and St. Michael. With the psalm words "You fill us abundantly the cup" we 

were handed very individual coffee cups and it was expressed that one was glad that we landed in 

the church cup. In St. Michael we were presented with peonies and the chairwoman of the parish 

council said: ". Each of you is given a peony. It is called peony because it usually begins to bloom 

around Pentecost. Now one could say: But Pentecost is only in four weeks. That is true, but 

Pentecost actually started with us when you three of you came into our congregation – so much 

joy, so many new sounds and a breath of fresh air you have already brought to our churches, 

implemented so many ideas immediately. This flower is particularly suitable for spirit-filled people 

like you. (...) We hope and believe that with all of us, you can make your healing impact in the 

church across all social boundaries and generations." 

Yes, we still do our regular work. Emanuel continues to work as a bicycle courier. For Bernd, after 

three years, the Caritas project will come to an end as planned at the end of May, in which he and 

his colleagues have accompanied 475 people from over 40 countries very intensively as a 

consultant over the past three years. For a few weeks now, Bernd has been teaching apprentices at 

the Paulo Freiere vocational school who are training to become social assistants. Almost all 

learners have a refugee or migration background and a reality of life that does not make learning 

easy for them. The vocational school is connected to the survival center, the former center for 

escape and torture victims, which has a well-known nationwide name. 

Yes, you are all welcome to us!!! Come and visit us and accompany the new beginning with good 

thoughts and prayers. We are also happy about good words. 
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