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Dear Confreres,  
 
Greetings!  
  

 SVD

Brothers 
Brothers in Cebu, Philippines. Since it is written by its readers, we asked the 
confreres for a response to a guide question focusing on the theme of this 
issue  i.e., How we are promoting the SVD Brother vocation in our 
provinces, regions, and missions?  

This question comes from Br. Roberto Duarte, the Generalate's Coordinator 
for Brother Formation. Please be informed that in this sentence, the "we" 
means both Fathers and Brothers because we believe that any religious 
vocation should be supported by all of us.  
 
In the following articles, you will read responses from confreres who shared 
their reflections and insights on the question above. We had fewer 
responses than usual. This is probably, because the confreres expected that 
the "official" vocation promoter would write. On the other hand, we all 
know that vocation promotion is an issue for all of us, coordinated by the 
official vocation directors/promoters. 
 
Be inspired by reading! The Editorial Team also wishes you a BBlleesssseedd  AAddvveenntt  aanndd  
aa  MMeerrrryy  CChhrriissttmmaass  iinn  tthhee  ggrraaccee  ooff  tthhee  nneewwbboorrnn  SSaavviioorr,,  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt..  
 

In the Divine Word, 

 
 Brothers EditorsSVD  
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STORIES THAT INVITE 
Br. Bernie Spitzley (USC) 

 
e,  in the  Chicago  Province,  are  blessed  with  an  active  
vocation  office with Br. Duy Linh  Tran. He is the one who meets 
and talks with the candidates.  Also,  all the  members  of  the  

vocation  team  present  positive  images  about  religious  missionary  life  
which  promotes both  Brotherhood and  Priesthood.   
 
Most young people of today would use the internet to get initial 
information and to understand what religious life is so they could discern their vocation. The  webpage  of Divine  
Word  College in  Epworth  has over  30  short articles  about  SVD  Brothers  sharing  their  stories  and the  joy  
they find in  living their lives  as  Divine  Word  Missionary  Brothers. 
 
I believe that the best  way  to promote  the  Brotherhood  vocation is  to have  Brothers  tell  their  stories!  As in 

I tell them the joy that I find in living as a Brother. I  believe that these help in getting the  word out  and makes  
young  men to be interested and want  to  come  and  see. 
 
Every  year,  we invite  young  people  to  put  their  faith into action 
and  spend  a  week  working alongside Divine Word Missionaries who 
do hands-on missionary work. These  experiences help  young  people  
to grow in their  faith and  experience  the  joy  of  religious missionary  
community  life. 
 
Yes.  We,  in the  USC   Province, are proud  of  what  we did,  are  
doing, and  will  continue  to  do  to  promote  religious  missionary  life  
as a  Brother! 

 
 
 
 
VOCATION AWARENESS DAY/MONTH 
Br. Mike Decker (USC)  

 
n the Chicago Province (USC), we have one Brother doing 
vocation promotion. He and his staff distribute pamphlets on 
the Formation Program for Brothers in the Chicago Province  

from initial formation to novitiate to post-novitiate. I also 
remember that last years of 2011 and 2013, we had gatherings 
for all SVD Brothers in North America.   
 
Likewise, October every year is called "Brother Vocation 
Awareness Month" in all of North America. Here, we raise  

W

I 
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Cont. Br. Decker 
 
awareness for the Brother vocation by praying and actively promoting it. 
Moreover, every October 15 is "Brother Vocation Promotion Day." On this 
day, we celebrate and have mass/prayer service in many houses in North 
America to promote the Brother vocation. We chose this day because on 
October 15, 1985, the first SVD, in the person of Br. Wendelin Meyer, SVD, 
arrived in North America. 
 
 
 

 
LIVING THE MISSIONARY LIFE 
Br. John Daton (BOL)  
 
 

 am now responsible for 
mission animation in BOL 
Region. I always try to work 

with my confreres assigned to 
SVD parishes in different ways. 
Aside from making sure that my 
being an SVD missionary is felt, I 
also bring to the people in the 
parishes my own vocation as a 
religious missionary Brother. 
With these, my mission 
activities are in themselves a 
work of vocation animation. I 
have activities with different 
groups like altar boys, youth, 
etc.  I also do family ministry 
apostolate by visiting homes in 
the parishes.  I give talks and 
conferences to elementary and 
secondary students and to those 
who live in boarding schools. 
Most of the activities are about 
formation.  Moreover, I also 
discuss topics about our mission 
in Bolivia, our identity as an 
SVD, our charisma, and our 
values.  

 
I also show them movies.  After watching the movie, I always propose a 
discussion on the film. In addition, I try to be creative by using meaningful 
group dynamics so that the group will find it interesting and enjoyable. With 
the group of confirmation, I prepared a typical Indonesian dance.  This 
dance was included in the celebration of the patron feast in our Divine Word 
parish in Cochabamba, Bolivia.  

I also do vocation animation whenever I visit different Christian 
communities. Once I am there, I meet the people and know their realities. I 
talk to them. I play volleyball with young people from the parish.  In all these 
activities, I always let them know that I am a religious missionary Brother in 
perpetual vows.  Thus, this is a simple way of doing vocation animation for 
the SVD Brother vocation.  

I
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COME AND SEE! 
Br. Stefan Würth (GER) 
 
 

or promoting something, we should first ask the question: What is 
it all about? What is a missionary Brother? What does he do? What 
makes him so special? What distinguishes him from a priest?  

And we should definitely state that a missionary Brother in Europe is 
different from Asia and Africa. 

In Germany, for example, there is no flyer about "Brother Formation." 
There are no films, although we still could make some. A few years ago, I 
recommended to them to make a short film on the Brothers. We also 
have Steyl Media with the magazine "Without Borders."  

However, religious Brothers are not being mentioned even in the Church. 
Their significance is not well-known. In addition, there is confusion 
because some orders call their priests "brothers," like the Franciscans. 

The classic missionary Brother was a craftsman  i.e., master or 
journeyman in a trade or in the agricultural sector. He knew his job very 
well. He carried it out and passed his knowledge on to the local people at 
the mission. This model does not exist anymore. However, it proves for 
us a great opportunity for the future: We can use all professions for the 

mission because they all lead to the 
people "out there"  to our 
dialogue partners.  

I can also take myself as an 
example. To my original education 
as master gardener, I added a 
course in special education. In this 
way, I have today the ability to 
work with many people, in 
particular with the marginalized 
groups. I have also learned to work 
with a team. With this, my life as a 
missionary Brother has already 
been known to many people who 
also share it to others. If I only have 
good information materials in 
hand, I believe that I could do so 
much enlightenment. In particular, 
the young people should be clearly 
informed, since they do not usually 
ask. 

When somebody would take 
courage to really ask questions or 
would seem to be deeply 
interested, how do we react? What 
can we give them? The simplest 
way is to say what Jesus told the 
fishermen:  "Come and you will 
see." (Jn. 1:39) We let the interested 
people share our life, especially our 
daily lives! 

 

F
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A BLISSFUL AND AN UNFORTUNATE TRUTH 
Br. Stephen Bonsu (GHA)  
 

n the Ghana province the vocation director is doing 
very well when it comes to vocation promotion for 
the Brotherhood. On vocation Sunday, a team of 

SVD Priests, Brothers and SSpS sisters promote 
Brotherhood vocation. In our SVD parishes, the Priest 
and Brothers give talks on Brother vocation. SVD 
members, especially Brothers and the vocation 
director, continuously clarify the vision of 
Brotherhood to candidates and others. We, the 
Brothers of St. Paul SVD community (Kukurantumi), 
teach in the Building department, Auto department, 
and Mechanical department. Our presence in the 
classroom and in the school as SVD Brothers is in itself 
vocation promotion. We always tell the students what 
the SVD Brothers do. We share vocation promotion 
materials and other resources in our country in order 
to communicate a clear image of Brotherhood. We 
make an appeal to the students that if they become 
Brothers they should not be discouraged by anybody 
which sometimes leads to changing their status from 
Brotherhood to Priesthood, particularly after the final 
vows.  
 
In the Ghana province, there are some of our SVD 
Brothers who use the media to publicize the 
missionary work and spirituality of Brothers. Every 
week Br. Pius Agyemang, SVD and Br. Stephen 
Domelevo, SVD have television programs. Every June 
16 (the original founding day of the Society) is SVD 
Brother Vocation Promotion Day. As part of the 
celebration, we pray for and promote vocations to the 
SVD Brotherhood.  In this province, we also encourage 
the profession of first vows and perpetual vows be 
celebrated in the local parish church of the professing 
Brother to make the religious and missionary vocation 
of the SVD Brother more visible in the Church and 
society. 
 
I tried to make a research why the Brothers are few in 
the SVD-Ghana province and the society, in general. I 

interacted with some candidates going to the 
seminary. I put a few questions to them. Why have 
you not chosen the Brotherhood vocation? Some say 
they were discouraged by some priests and Brothers 
that they should not choose the Brotherhood 
vocation. And that if they chose the Brotherhood 
vocation the faithful would look down on them. Some 
also say Brothers are not respected by the faithful 

just like the work of a catechist. Sadly, when some 
Brothers are making much effort to bring more 
candidates into the Brotherhood vocation, there are 
other Brothers and priests discouraging the Brother 
vocation.  
 

(1 Cor. 12:12) and 
continue to pray in one Spirit that the heart of Jesus 

 Brothers 
from different nations and languages, we are a living 
symbol of the unity and diversity of the I 
want to call on all confreres, Brothers and clerics alike, 
to help in carrying the vocation promotion of the 
Brother vocation so that we may respond with a 
reinvigorated image of Brotherhood in fulfilling our 
SVD mission. 
 
I recommend that confreres, Brothers and clerics, 
continue praying regularly for vocations to the 
religious and missionary vocation in general, and for 
the SVD Brotherhood in particular. 

I 
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STARTING FROM WITHIN 
Br. Thaddeus Nyanuba (KEN) 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

nce again, I would like to begin my 
contribution to this very important question 
with a word of gratitude to the entire  SVD

Brothers bulletin team for the great work you are doing. 
Indeed, it is great linking us together and helping us 
share our views in various issues of our society. May 
the Divine Word bless and inspire you in this 
wonderful apostolate! 

The question of how the Brother vocation has been 
promoted in our various provinces, regions, and 
mission is indeed important at this juncture, especially 
as we begin the year of the consecrated life. By 
dedicating this period of time to the consecrated life, 
the Church calls us to reflect on and appreciate the 
values and contributions of each group of the 
consecrated life. And we, the consecrated people, 
need to cherish who we are (our unique identities) 
and what we stand for in the Church. This way we will 
be able to support one another to continue to offer 
relevant responses to the mission of the Church today 
and joyfully dedicate our lives for the Church and 
society, as a whole. By appreciating who we are and 
by recognizing the unique contribution of each 
vocation in the Church, we are able to make each 
vocation attractive to our modern society, as a whole, 
and young people, in particular.  

Therefore, in my point of view, any effective 
promotion of the Brother vocation must go beyond 
material graphical representations or seminars and 
beautiful talks. Pope Paul VI rightly said in his pastoral 
letter Evangelii Nuntiandi
woman listen more willingly to witnesses than 

e good talks about the 
Brother vocation, but if that does not reflect the way 
we see this vocation it will make little impact in the 
lives of those who hear us. For that matter, I believe 
any effective promotion of the Brother vocation must 
begin from correcting the distorted picture of the 
Brother vocation that is perhaps caused by historical 
perception. This perception often makes the Brother 
vocation unclear to the youth and; therefore, hardly 
appreciated even among other religious and priests. In 
other 
(i.e., the priest and religious) needs to be convinced 
first about the importance of the Brother vocation in 
the Church.  

Sometimes, we may take things for granted that as 
priests and religious we know the importance and 
what each vocation stands for in the church, but the 
reality is different. For instance, just last October, a 
classmate of mine (who is not even a Catholic) came 
to find out from me if it were true that Brothers were 
people who could not make it to become priests. 
Where did she get such information from? When I 
tried to find out from where she got such information, 
she surprisingly told me that a priest colleague of ours 

corrected her that he was not a Brother but a priest. 
And just as many non-Catholics have always done, she 
enquired to know if there were any differences. 
Unfortunately, the difference that my good friend 
could give her was that Brothers are people who 
cannot make it to the priesthood. The question is, 
does this fellow understand the Brother vocation?  

O
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Cont. Br. Nyanuba 

Going by his perception of the Brother vocation it is 
clear that he does not understand its true meaning 
and value.  

The second incident worth mentioning is the 
presentation of our (SVD) history by a confrere in one 
of our celebrations where a good number of our 
friends and well-wishers were present. In his homily, 

referring to the SVD religious Brothers. When one 
hears such a phrase from no other people than a 
confrere, one wonders if that is the best presentation 
of a Brother especially at the time the Society is very 
much concerned with the continuously declining 
number of the Brother vocation. Can we inspire young 
people of today with such phases? In his encyclical, St. 
John Paul II (no. 60) 

traditional doctrine of the church, the consecrated life 
by its nature is neither lay nor clerical. For this reason, 
the lay consecration of both men and women 
constitutes a state which in its profession of the 
evangelical counsels is complete in itself. 
Consequently, both for the individual and for the 
Church, it is a value in itself, apart from the sacred 

He went further to explain the position of 
Vatican II vis-a-vis the terminology used at that time 
on the consecrated life in the church of which the 
Brother vocation is part and parcel. He noted this 
though the terminology used at that time for 
institutes which by reason of the founders were not 
designed to entail the exercise of Holy Orders were 

the 

does not adequately express the particular nature of 
the vocation of the members of these Religious 
Institutes. In fact, although they perform many works 
in common with the lay faithful, these men do so 
insofar as they are consecrated, and thereby express 
the spirit of total self-giving to Christ and the Church, 
in accordance with their specific charisma. For this 
reason, the Synod Fathers, in order to avoid ambiguity 

and confusion with the secular state of the lay faithful, 
proposed the term Religious Institutes of Brothers. 
This proposal is significant, especially when we 

 

Unfortunately, after many years down the line, this 
proposal of Vatican II is still not familiar to many of us 
working in the Lord's vineyard. Therefore, I strongly 
believe that it is important to begin from within the 
inner circle of the church making one another aware 
of the true nature of each vocation in the Church so 
that each vocation will be accorded with the respect 
and dignity it deserves. If we are able to do that, then 
we will be able to credibly present the Brother 
vocation in a manner that can attract young people to 
embrace it. As a matter of fact, there is no better time 
to do this than now. The year of the consecrated life is 
a perfect and golden opportunity offered to us by 
Mother Church to reflect on this beautiful suggestion 
of the Vatican II and push forward to present the 
Brother vocation in this context.  May the spirit of the 
Vatican II empower us to joyfully promote the Brother 
vocation through our deeds and words. 
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MY OBSERVATIONS AND OUR WAYS 
Br. Gabby Wanggak (IDE) 
 
 

 
 

efore answering the question given by the team of SVD
Brothers Bulletin, I wish to convey some of my observations: 
 

1. The decrease of Brother vocation every year.  I believe that 
this should be taken seriously by the superiors. Looking at our SVD 
documents about the SVD Brothers, to promote the Brother 
vocation has always been a part of them, making it a classic topic. 
There are two important documents that should be read by all the 
members, specifically by the Brothers, namely: a) meeting of 

provincials and regionals dated October in Nemi, Rome; and b) General Assembly of the SVD Brothers in Cebu 
City, Philippines dated June 29-July 12, 200920, 1970. 

2. The shifting of clerical candidate to Brotherhood and vice-versa. A Brother candidate who wishes to shift 
to the priesthood is being processed by the formator fast. Conversely, if the clerical candidate would like to shift 

 

3. The election of Br. Mazola Guy, SVD as part of the General Council. He sent letters and introduced himself 
to all the Brothers who have email addresses. Unfortunately, I did not receive that letter. Fortunately, I was able 
to read his sharing in our Brothers bulletin this year. I wish him luck for his new task/s as a member of the SVD
General Council. 

 
How do we promote the SVD Brother vocation in Ende province? 
 
The right person to answer this question is Br. Pio Hayon, SVD (in-charge of vocation promotion of Ende province). 
I just provided some information as far as I was involved in the vocation promotion. The promotion of the SVD 
Brother in Ende province is done in several forms, such as: 
 
1. Meetings with the youth and with students in their respective schools. For example, this year, as we 
celebrate the vocation month, in coordination with other religious congregations, we went to Wolowaru parish to 
have our vocation promotion there. We were divided into groups and we were sent to the different BECs (basic 
ecclesial community) to pray together and share with them about the religious life. Before that, Br. Pio, together 
with the vocation promoter from other religious congregations went to the different schools located in Ende City. 

 

B
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Cont. Br. Wanggak 

 
2. Witnessing. We, too, do our 
vocation promotion through witnessing of 
our lives. We show to the community the 
way we live by attending the community 
activities, mingling and being with the 
people during our work and prayers, and 
the like. Sometimes, when we are invited 
to attend the celebration of silver/golden 
jubilee of vows and ordination, we wear 
our soutanes. 
 
3. Brochure about SVD Brother 
Vocation. Br. Pio together with his team 
has come up with a new brochure focusing 
on the SVD Brother vocation and has 
distributed them to the different schools 
and parishes within Ende Province. Now, 
they are sending it to different SVD 
provinces in Indonesia. Hopefully, the 
person in-charge for the vocation 
promotion in their respective provinces 
would distribute it to the different 
institutions. 
 
4. Online Media. Br. Pio, as the 
vocation promoter of Ende province, also 
does his campaign about the SVD Brother 
through online Media. To know more about 
the formation of the Brotherhood in  Ende 
province, please visit our site: https://www.facebook.com /panggilan.bruder.svd.ende 

 
These are our ways of promoting SVD Brother vocation spearheaded by Br. Pio together with the team in Ende 
province. 
 
Moreover, just for your information about our Brother candidates for the year 2014, there are 18 of them. They 
come from Timor island (11) and Flores island (7). They are now undergoing formation in St. Conrad Brother 
Formation House in Ende. Hopefully next year, they will go to the novitiate either in Kuwu  Ruteng province or 
Nenuk  Timor Province. 
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DISCERNMENT: A RESULT OF VOCATION CAMPAIGN  
Br. Franco Camasura (PHC) 
 

 
n our present world, it is hard to find vocations for religious (Brotherhood or Priesthood) and even for the diocesan 
clergy. There are several factors that contribute to this difficulty. One of these could be our ways on promoting 
vocation.  

 
I personally believe that the most effective way of vocation campaign is 
witnessing to the gospel values. For me, we need to live out what we truly 

that when we witness, we are f
Strategies in Promoting Vocation 

making Him his/her model in all the things she/he does.

Fr. Mike. The very reason I believe that young men and women enter into 
religious life is because they are called and moved by the Holy Spirit. They 
are blessed by God to be His precious children. Most important of all, they 

the 
 

extincti
special ministry in the church. We can use our gifts to help and encourage others and to bring glory to His name. These 
spiritual gifts help us to fulfil the purpose why God created us.   
 

continue to be one even in my little ways. I never overlook the practical necessity of 
vocation campaign; the materials I need to support the campaign like brochures, 
stickers, tarpaulin, posters, etc.; and the detailed programs for implementing 
activities and events for vocation promotion. I am aware of their importance. They 
are our instruments in drawing closer the young men and women who are interested 
and discerning which life they would choose. The purpose is to provide vocational 
tools that could aid in their discernment process. Aside from these tools, I believe 
that the vocation promoter must have the innate charism, skills, and competencies in 
promoting vocation.  

In my experience, another effective way in vocation promotion is the personal 
contact with the candidates. There must be a constant connection and 
communication between the promoter and candidates in order to provide avenues to guide, discover, and recognize 

 to help them discern and eventually decide whatever state of life they are called 
to respond to. Discovering the inherent spiritual gift/s of a person is the highest point. The decision and the result of 
prayerful discernment are secondary. For me, this is how the real vocation promotion should work.  

References: 
http://www.rvmonline.net/v1/vocation/rediscovering_vocation.htm 
http://www.vocation.com/VAN/PromotingVocations.aspx?id=1622 
http://www.ncregister.com/site/article/vatican_unveils_new_strategies_for_promoting_vocations/ 

I
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KNOWING AND UNDERSTANDING GO TOGETHER 
Br. Darwin Loro (PHS)  

 

any times, the Brotherhood vocation is not well-
understood despite repeated explanations.  For 

Brothers, there are times when action without words is 
more powerful and is picked up easily by the people 

Christian vocation.  I pray that everyone may truly find 
fulfilment, understanding, and peace in God.  

Just recently, the Philippine Southern Province headed 

SVD invited several confreres, both Priests and Brothers, 
assigned in the different islands of the Visayas and 
Mindanao mission stations, for a meeting regarding 
vocation promotion.  During the meeting, I noticed that 
the majority of us who attended were young men but 
with real life experiences.  This is a sign of hope that 
inspires me to see a better future for the Province and 
for the Society, as a whole.    

We are called to promote vocations in our localities, 
particularly for the SVD.  We are also reminded to invite 
young women in schools and those we encounter in our 
journey to join the SSpS  or SSpSAP, as well.  Brothers 
and Priests confreres are enjoined to team up and to 
coordinate for the mammoth task of searching and 

eople to share their giftedness to 
others.  For those who will respond, entering the 
seminary and going through the formation process is 
indeed a life-transforming experience.   

In the Philippines, there seems to be two separate 
promoters for the Priesthood and Brotherhood 
vocations.  There also exist separate vocation 
promotional materials for the three SVD Philippine 
Provinces.  However, a suggestion came up during the 
meeting that instead of making different posters for each 
Provinces, why not create a single standard SVD vocation 
poster that could be identified by the people all over the 

that unless they are fully understood and appreciated in 
the psyche of the Filipino people, they may need extra 

support, for this particular vocation will continue to 
struggle for more years to come.  How I wish that we, 
too, need not have to create a separate vocation poster 

 that the Brothers, too, could be assured that the 
vocation promotion to the SVD is the promotion both for 
the religious missionary priesthood and Brotherhood 
vocations.   

This has to be understood fully by whoever takes the role 
as vocation director or promoter, whether he is a Priest 
or a Brother.  The only solution is when one accepts the 
challenge to promote vocation to the SVD, that he knows 
the program and stages of formation for both Priests and 
Brothers, as well.  We know for a fact that not all are 
called to married life. The same is true in the case of 
religious life  not all who enter the seminary would end 
up becoming a Priest or a Brother.   

This has to be understood by the vocation promoters 
themselves!  Silence about the Brother vocation only 
means that one does not know anything about it or 
knows a little but do not have enough understanding. 
May each and everyone 
will, plan, and love by serving others. 

M
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HANDS IN PRAYER  
Br. Joachim Yamamoto (JAP) 
 

  
hank you so much for your effort to campaign for SVD Brother vocation. In our 
case here in Japan, it is a very difficult task to promote vocation for both 
Priests or Brothers. It is because the base of the Catholic population is so 

small. It is only 0.4% of the total population of our country.  It is a special 
situation in the world.  Material civilization is in progress and other areas are so 
small especially the religious ones.  It is  that is very large and 
deep.   
 
Would you please pray for our work in Japan? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

T

 

Final Profession of Vows of Br. Jonathan Lopez Garcia, SVD - Colombia  
December 8, 2014 @ USC-Downtown Chapel 

Cebu City, Philippines. 
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LLAASSTT  WWOORRDD  FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  EEDDIITTOORRSS  
 

 
Dear Confreres,  
 
The  Brothers bulletin wishes to serve as a forum on Brother Vocation in the Society of the Divine Word. It is SVD
written by readers who are both SVD Brothers and Priests.  
 
The initiative for this bulletin was born on the 2006 General Chapter where a group of Brothers and Fathers 
decided to intensify communication among Brothers in order to highlight the many opportunities of witnessing 
through the Brother vocation.  
 
We continue counting on your voice. Please join us and write to the following email addresses: 
lanyi.svd@gmail.com or svd_brothersphil@yahoo.com using English, Spanish, German, Indonesian, or Polish.  
 
May God always bless us and all our endeavors.  
 
 
In the Divine Word,  
                    

Your SVD Brothers in Cebu City 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 


