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FOREWORD 
 

RELIGIOUS IN THE "GOLDEN AGE" 
Br. Roberto Duarte (ROM) 

Generalate's Coordinator for Brother Formation 
 

 

"The righteous will grow like a palm tree ... even in old age they 
will bear fruit because they are still green and flowering." Psalm 
92 

 

Erick Erickson divides the human life cycle into eight stages and 

calls old age the eighth age of life. It is the stage of integration, in 

which the individuals must enjoy their lives, assuming their own 

limitations, and above all, achieve the peace of knowing how to 

integrate life and death without despair. 

 

Carl Jung takes the trajectory of the sun as a model for human life. 

On this, the four seasons of the year depend, and this divides the 

day into four great moments: sunrise, morning, afternoon, and 

sunset. The sunset is the stage of acceptance, living the own finitude and contradictions of life with realism 

as keys that contribute to discover and focus on the true meaning of life. It is the gateway to the serenity 

and peace that the older Brother has to transmit. 

 

Given this horizon that we present as an ideal, we find in our congregation and in religious life, in general, 

a testimony of confreres of more than sixty years in great missionary activity. Unless they suffer a serious 

illness, they remain exemplary in the trenches and in putting themselves at the service of the community 

and mission with their competence, experience, and professionalism. This is a great wealth for all of us! 

 

However, I do not think that we should give too much value on action, as if it would be the justification of 

our consecrated life. Many of us consider free time as an unforgivable luxury, to which we have no right and 

is a betrayal or a sin. This misguided mentality is often presented as genuinely evangelical, and even 

virtuous and exemplary. This view is part of a dehumanized world in that we live and that is reflected in our 

community relations. We value ourselves by our activity, rather by our activism that is the cause in many 

cases of a spiritual anemia and a mediocrity for which few will find remedy. In many provinces or regions, 

there are cries for staff shortages, but if they had more staff they would double or triple the number of work. 

With this picture, when our "golden age" or "old age" arrives, it will be very painful to learn the lesson of 

childhood-poverty, the total and trusting abandonment, and the annihilation. Remember that the Passion 

of Jesus was the summit of his redemptive action. 
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What glimpses do our Brothers present after a long life dedicated to the values of the Kingdom in 
the midst of functional and dehumanized relations? 
 

With the years, our Brothers can reach maturity as intelligence, balance, and wisdom. They are not only 

objects of care. We must foster relationship with them who are family-grandparents: a relationship of giving 

and receiving. They are witnesses of a past that can become a source of many indications for our tasks; as 

well as a past that can serve as an encouragement for the continuation of community spirit, traditions, 

professional options, fidelities in different contexts, etc. In this sense, let us not only look at our ex-superiors, 

but also at our confreres who have sacrificed their lives on the frontiers of mission and are now returning 

to their countries of origin. To them, we must lend our ears and heart to value them and help them preserve 

their self-esteem and dignity. 

 

We must rediscover intergenerational solidarity  the sense of the elderly in our cultures that are too 

dominated by productivity, efficiency, and disrespect to life. From them, we must also rediscover serene joy 

 the fruit of mature time. The contribution of the experiences of our elder confreres can contribute to the 

process of humanizing our religious family. We can stimulate it by appreciating the charismas of their age 

 gratuitousness, memory, experience, interdependence, and a more complete view of life. With these, we 

will be a more humane and integral community if we know how to benefit from the charismas of our older 

brothers. 

  

"Teach us to calculate our years, that we may acquire a reasonable heart." Psalm 89 

 



P a g e | 5
 

                       volume 9 issue 4 

A LOT versus LESS 
Br. Alfonso J. Berger (BRN) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Focusing on the main point 
For me, what makes sense at that point of life is 

our consecration to God, even if we cannot do 

much by then, due to age or sickness limitations. 

In fact, our vowed life is not only for our time in 

 when we are able to do 

s 

second time, which some call retirement age, is a 

challenging stage for any person (i.e., laity, 

religious or priests). The point is that many 

people carry on a work-oriented life, which 

entails a high level of appreciation for the 

achievement they can reach during their active 

life. As a result, when someone cannot do much, 

he feels old, facing often depression. This 

behavior reflects to a large extent the world 

values that have a too much economic approach to 

life, in contrast with the values that the Gospels 

teach. In other words, one is appreciated as long 

as he/she earns money; after that, he/she is 

 less valued.  

 

Recalling past talks about this issue 
I still recall my conversation with a confrere, 

holding a leadership position, during the general 

visitation to GES in 2002. Among other matters, 

he mentioned the great need they had in the 

province to prepare the confreres who were 

getting old to this particular stage of life, when 

they are not able to do much. His perception was 

that our Western culture, and the German in 

particular, is too much work-oriented. Thus, 

people, including our confreres, value themselves 

for what they are able to do or to achieve in life. 

And he was right!  

 

The above challenge was taken seriously by our 

Generalate, which a few years later, in 2005, 

organized the very first course for aged confreres 

(those above 65 years old), in German. This type 

of course continued later on in English and in 

Spanish/Portuguese. The main purpose was to 

learn  . This means to take 

time to review lifestyle, spirituality, and other 

aspects of life so a confrere can face the last stage 

of journey on earth with much serenity. Many of 

those confreres who attended this course shared 

their joy and satisfaction for that opportunity.  

 

Of course, there is a previous stage (confreres 

between 55 and 70) who still can do many 

services and, overall, feel satisfied, enjoy sharing  
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Cont. Br. Berger, 
 

life experiences, playing cards, taking a walk, etc. 

But, very often, they face some difficulties to 

(reaching 70 or above). One example of this 

struggle is the holding on to leadership positions 

(e.g., parish priest, school director, manager or 

rector) despite that age. Often, in the protocols of 

the general visitations, I remember that we 

recommended that these confreres be given 

ministries which are much adapted to their 

possibilities. The failure of complying with this 

recommendation resulted to several young, and 

not so young confreres, getting fewer 

opportunities to take on the above-mentioned 

leadership roles.  

 
Getting help from Religious Conferences  

of some offices or services reveals also a kind of 

emptiness on the religious level of missionary life. 

Very often, our confreres around the world do not 

participate in meetings of religious 

congregations. Some even have difficulties to 

attend provincial assemblies or local community 

meetings (house/district). This individualist way 

of living as religious and missionaries 

impoverishes us because we loss the opportunity 

to share our life with others and to gain some 

positive insights from them. In this connection, I 

know that in many parts of the world, religious 

conferences have been concerned about the 

 

consequently, organized workshops and 

meetings in order to help religious men and 

women to get some help in facing the challenges 

of sickness and retirement issues. What prevents 

us from joining these means of ongoing 

formation? We should bear in mind that religious 

conferences foster also suitable formation to live 

out our religious consecration no matter what 

kind of services or offices we have to assume in 

our missionary journey on this earth. Why are we 

not joining them?  

 

 

 

 

Planning retirement  
 from our missionary activities, but 

not from our missionary life,  someone said. And 

by saying that, he/she stressed again the value of 

human being, including religious men and 

women. In my case, I had the great opportunity 

last year to attend the RE , a renewal 

course which was organized by the Religious 

Conference in Chile. One common aspect of the 

participants was the age  we were all above 50, 

up to 72. Thus, the course helped us to prepare 

our retirement in the coming years. One way of 

doing that is to choose some services that we can 

do well according to our possibilities. Another 

step is to pay more attention to our health 

conditions, which means annual medical check-

up, seriously taking some physical exercises 

during the week (e.g., walking, swimming, 

gardening, etc.). As for me, I chose to swim twice 

a week and also to walk for about one hour every 

two days. Now that I am 55 years old, I still feel 

strong to do several activities, but I am also aware 

that in the future, I should take up less demanding 

ones. I can imagine to help people by listening to 

them, praying for and with them, and sharing my 

life and missionary experiences.  

 
Concluding thoughts 
I guess that one outcome of this reflection on 

retirement is the need to assess our way of living 

out our religious life. To what extent are we aware 

that our value is not exclusively related to work? 

Secondly, in making room for a more 

contemplative outlook, we also recover our 

capacity of being fraternal to each other, and not 

retirement age is an opportunity to prepare 

ourselves for what is essential in life, including a 

we should join more often meetings of religious 

congregations, organized by the Religious 

Conferences to renew our consecration to God in 

our present time, with joy and commitment for 
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HAPPINESS IN THE COMMUNITY 
Br. Kishore Tigga (INC) 
 
 

lderly confreres retire because their health does 

not cooperate anymore in making them 

continue in their fields of ministry. However, I 

believe that they do contribute a lot to the confreres 

who are actively involved in the mission work by 

praying for them continuously.   

 

As for number of confreres who do not wish to retire 

yet though they need to, time would come that they 

would be helpless and in that situation whatever the 

superior says they need to abide by. 

 

Moreover, I also believe that the elderly confreres are 

very much appreciated in the community though they 

are not capable anymore to contribute and help like 

they used to.  They already have done a lot in their 

lives.  They are well taken cared of  from their basic 

needs to their health needs. Any kind of help they need 

is given to them and they are happy about the way they 

are feeling with the community they live in. They are 

very happy be with their confreres  spending quality 

time with their senior confreres and talking to and 

feeling with them.  

A LIFE STILL WORTH LIVING 
Br. Hugo Andrey (SWI) 

 
 am now 77 years of age. I had spent 48 years of my 

life in Australia and PNG missions. Now, I am back in 

Switzerland. I enjoy my days because I am still able 

to do things like visiting two confreres who are doing 

their ministry at home for aged sisters. I am still 

involved in the Filipino Mission in Switzerland  

supporting two Filipino confreres in their work, 

especially in translation. I enjoy having a rail ticket for 

the whole year to travel all over Switzerland. I also help 

in keeping the place around the house clean. Likewise, 

one thing which I find important as a missionary is to 

be in contact with others in PNG through Facebook. 

Overall, I do feel that my life is still worth to live! 

 

E 

I 
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TAKING STEPS TOWARDS RETIREMENT 
Br.  Mike Decker (USC) 
 
 

s a middle-aged Brother, retirement is 

something that an SVD Brother should plan. 

Brothers can retire at many different ages, 

depending on what one is able to contribute to the SVD 

community and mission in a full manner or reduced 

manner  for example, part time retirement which can 

eventually lead to full time retirement. This process 

differs according to each Brother. 

 

When I was in my early 40s, I was involved in a two-

day workshop with retired SVD Brothers and Priests. 

Some of the topics were: Ministry Disengagement, 

Looking at ones view of Retirement, Self-Direction, 

Health, Current Life Satisfaction, Imagined Future Life 

Satisfaction, Life Meaning Satisfaction, Leisure 

Activities, Lifespan Development, Personal Support 

System, and Replacement of Ministry Work Functions. 

 

As I see it, our entire life should be a process that leads 

us to retirement. What we do in our 30s should lead us 

to what we do in our 40s or 50s until we retire, 

whenever that is. The steps that we take now prepare 

us for our meaningful retirement.  Retirement is 

something that each one of us plans so our retirement 

is fruitful for ourselves and for others. A good phrase 

to describe this is a person is "aging gracefully." That 

is what we all want for others and ourselves.  

 

And this as well, I have been preparing for my 

retirement for over 20 years now. What is important 

is that I stay healthy enough to contribute as much as 

I can and as long as I can to the SVD, the community I 

live in and the community I reach out to for service, 

whatever that means. For me, what is important is 

community life, prayer, taking care of one s health by 

proper diet, exercise, and having time for leisure to 

enjoy every moment of every day. In doing this, I am 

trying to give and share all of my gifts that God has 

given me to others as long as I can.  

 

I have seen many good examples of SVD Brothers and 

Priests in my lifetime. Let us also set good examples to 

others. 

A 
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LIFE WITH SENSE 
Br. Angel Figueroa (ECU) 

 
ife without a sense is not worth living. And that sense is to serve 

with great joy in the building of the Kingdom of God. For this 

reason, it is not in my plans for the moment to think about my 

retirement because as long as there are reasons for a full existence, I 

do not strive for retirement. 

 

However, I think that in the near future, thinking about retirement 

would be in the right moment when my forces diminish but not my 

desire to continue working. Such work could be the formation of new 

generations of SVDs who are willing to continue the mission of our 

older brother, Jesus. 

 

And for that, ethical, moral and spiritual values acquired from the 

family and congregation will serve in order to achieve a personal 

integrity. Such person is capable of relating to oneself, to others, and 

to nature. 

 

Therefore, to be an SVD is to live with a sense of life from today and 

for tomorrow. It is to build at every step the foundations of love, hope, 

fraternity, and many more. It is to live with joy in the community, 

enjoying fruits collected during a missionary life. 

 

I HOPE I WILL BE WITH CHILDREN IN PARADISE  
Br. Martin Nguyen Ty (VIE)                                                 
 

 am a teacher. I give my students all my knowledge and all my 

love. And nowadays, I feel very happy, of course. I teach them 

how to sing well and to compose funny songs in their spare time. 

My main task is teaching English and Vietnamese languages. I am 

very eager to teach and lead the youth in learning and playing well.  

 

But one day, a terrible accident happened to me. When I tried to 

repair the dark neon light in the ceiling of our classroom, I fell on 

the floor. Then, I was carried to the hospital. Two bones of my 

backbone cracked and my left heel had something bad. At that time, 

I was 70 years old. So, I asked for getting retirement. 

 

As you know, I am a teacher. So, I asked to continue working with 

the children through teaching. 

given a small group of children in the parish church nearby.  

 
In the end, I hope I will be in Paradise among the children because I love them. This is the strong vision in 

  

L 

I 



P a g e | 10
 

                       volume 9 issue 4 

 
THE PEARLS OF GREAT PRICE 
Br. Emmanuel Ines (PHS) 
 
 

y first encounter of an SVD Brother is a 

retired confrere in Villa Cristo Rey, the SVD 

retirement house in Christ the King Mission 

Seminary in Quezon City, Philippines.  

 

He is the late Br. Stephen Nuguid, SVD. Though 

retired, he was still helping in managing the 

seminary store. He was faithfully monitoring the 

store every afternoon. He was very generous and 

cheerful Brother. He treated the seminarians with 

snacks from time to time. I was one of those who 

benefitted from his generosity. These are memories 

that I would look with gratitude whenever I come 

back and visit the seminary.   

 

In my formation years and up to now, those elderly 

confreres are the ones who accompany in religious 

missionary vocation. They are the ones who guided 

me spiritually by giving individual conferences and 

advices. I really seek wisdom from them. Their 

personal stories of missionary life, their struggles, 

their own dreams, their accomplishments, and their 

own failures and pains enriched and shaped my life. 

I really listen to their stories, pick up those words of 

wisdom from their experiences and treasured 

everything in my heart. They are my guiding steps 

towards my own religious missionary journey. Their 

contributions in accompanying the young ones in 

formation cannot be equalled. 

 

Moreover, retired confreres provide good examples 

on how to grow old gracefully, enduring pain 

patiently and living the vows faithfully until God in 

heaven calls them. They served as role models in the 

community. They set a good example for the young 

ones to emulate. For me, the retired confreres are 

the pearls of great price of the Society. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

M 
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THE BEST TIME IS STILL AHEAD 
Br. Bruno Rehm (GER)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

etting old is a relative matter. It is not good to stretch our limbs and to daydream in retirement. 

Anyone who does not want to bother his body does not need to wonder if he gets fat. To remain fit 

is not an art, but a task that demands diligence. 

 

 It is, therefore, good to bring certain restlessness into our retirement. It is necessary for the inner man to 

continue to occupy himself. Passive activities are not enough; one must be active. 

  

But in the autumn of life, it is no longer a matter of performance to prove something to yourself or to others. 

It is about being able to marvel at the colorful charm of life and to the quiet joy over all that is grown. This 

is, so to speak, a harvesting season. Knowing that God keeps his protective hand above all else. 

  

When I was able to give up my responsibilities in management and administration in 2013, due to my age 

and my illness over the past few years, I could pass over my numerous posts relatively easily to others and 

then, I have deliberately dealt with the issue of aging. The course on the topic "Third Age" in Nemi was a 

wonderful help for which I am very grateful to the SVD. 

  

After the end of my duties in financial administration, I have been taking advantage of the leisure time. The 

rich cultural and sightseeing programs of Berlin offer me a lot. But I was, of course, ready to take over, in 

our Berlin SVD community of ten confreres, some simple and reasonable management duties given to me 

by the superiors. It is also essential for me to keep in touch with others. I am doing this especially by singing 

in the church choir and taking care of our relatively large number of guests. It is also important for me to 

use time spiritually. After the stressful years back, it is the need to come to rest which pulls me back. I do 

not have yet the full peace. But I experience this time in the "third-life age" a good time and I am grateful 

to God for it. I know that my best time is still ahead. 

 

 

G 
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USEFUL AND USED 
Br. Francis Sammanassu (INH) 
 

ome people talk of old age as the Golden Age, but those living around do not seem to find much gold. 

Of course, there is the treasure  if you know where to look for it! ld age is a gift but the 

  

 

The early vision: Way back, in late 1960, to be exact 1969, I was a newly professed young Brother, aged 24. 

That year, 

a carpenter.) As a young and newly professed Brother, in all my 

enthusiasm, I said, I want to do catechetical training, study music, and go for counseling course, etc.  He 

b .  

 

Since then, I had been well occupied. I kept myself busy. Now that I am 71 years and 6 months old but still 

healthy and strong, as I look back, there is the feeling of fulfillment and the feeling of gratitude to God and 

the Society. I am grateful to God for making me an instrument in His hand.  Hence, I have no regrets, no 

complains, just proud to be an SVD Brother. (Though I am a product of Montfort Brothers). 

 

The ps e useful, but d  In my case, I can say, I was 

useful and as well as well used, (in a good sense) be it in the missions, be it in formation, in CRI or in the 

administrative levels both Province and National levels. Genesis 12:2 says, 
 Certainly, countless are the blessings of the Lord to me, and 

I have m  ell 

 feeling of contentment I have now. 

 

As we know a religious, particularly religious Brothers, do not have retirement. As long as one is healthy 

and energetic, one must keep driving his vehicle. We have Brothers who are 87, 89 years of age, still going 

on strong. It is encouraging to meet and interact with them. As for me, I am not retired but at the turning 

 

 

At present, I am the Postulancy program moderator (guide or in charge) for the third year college students 

(both Brother and clerical seminarians). I do not , more 

comfort. -lifestyle I am enjoying at present. 

 
 

 

S 
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GLORIOUS RETREAT OF LIFE IN SIMEON RETIREMENT HOUSE 
Br. Gaby Wangak (IDE) 
 

y writing is focused 

more on the sharing 

on the lives and 

opinions of our confreres 

about the Simeon retirement 

house in Ledalero.  The title of 

this writing was taken from 

the recollection of Fr. Gabriel 

Goran, SVD. 

 

Simeon community is a house 

for the SVD confreres who 

have retired from the ministry 

of Ende province. Simeon is 

part of St. Paul Major 

Seminary in Ledalero and was 

founded in 1992.  As of today, 

some of our retired confreres 

are reluctant to move to this 

place. Perhaps, they have their 

own reasons why the leaders 

of the province could not force 

them to transfer to this place. 

There are opinions and views, 

as well as feelings, from our 

confreres when they were 

asked to transfer to Simeon 

retirement house. 

 

Br. Benyamin Ade, SVD 
In 2006, the late Fr. Amatus 

Woi, SVD, the former 

provincial of Ende, visited me 

in St. Conrad Brother 

Formation House. He asked 

me if I am willing to transfer to 

Simeon retirement house in 

Ledalero. At first, I was 

worried because, for years, I 

was serving in various 

formation programs of the 

Brothers from the postulancy 

 and then I had to 

leave this place.  

BUT 

because of my vow of 

OBEDIENCE, I had to transfer.  
My first few months staying in 

our retirement house, I was 

stressed and uneasy because 

the situation was totally 

different from the community 

where I came from. One year 

later, I was able to adjust with 

the new community and its 

members. Now, at my age of 

80 and seven months, I feel I 

am ready to return to the Lord. 

At my age now, I want to 

utilize my time by making the 

rosary and taking care of our 

garden and a small poultry 

(ayam kate). 

 

Br. Yakobus Labu, SVD 
When I was asked to transfer 

to Simeon community, I was 

very happy because I was sick 

at that time. I was thankful. At 

least, I can take care of my 

health. Aside from that, we, in 

Simeon community, have 

extra care from our nurses like 

our own confreres: Br. 

Abraham Telling, SVD and Br. 

Lukas Tukan, SVD. 

 

The late Fr. Lawrence 
Hambach, SVD 
Before transferring to Simeon 

community in Ledalero, Fr. 

Hambach stayed in a diocesan 

house in Hokeng, East Flores.  

When he realized that his 

health was deteriorating, he 

wrote to the Provincial to 

move to our retirement house 

in Simeon community. The 

Provincial granted his request 

and sometime in November 

2014, he transferred to 

Simeon community.  While 

staying in Simeon retirement 

house, he was in-charge as a 

housekeeper. Fr. Hambach did 

his job faithfully. He even 

repaired several sewing 

machines including the 

sewing machine of our 

parishioners in St. Joseph 

Parish, Wairpelit, Nita. He 

spent most of his time in the 

automotive shop of Simeon 

community repairing the cars 

and motorbike of our 

confreres.  If there were 

people looking for him, they 

would easily find him in the 

shop. 

 

Fr. Yohanes Hambur, SVD 
There was a time when Fr. 

Hambur visited our 

Provincialate in St. Joseph, 

Ende. He was still the parish 

priest in Wolowaru, Ende. I 

are you ready to transfer to 

Simeon community in 

Ledalero? ery soft voice, 

could not 

sleep when I received the 

Then, I commented again, 

you not sleep. Remember that 

you are the one who wrote to 

smiling 

can now 

imagine the feelings of our 

confreres who were asked by 

the Provincial to transfer to  

 

 

M 
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Cont. Br. Wangak 
 

Simeon community even if 

 It 

is not easy. They want to go 

there just because of the vow 

of OBEDIENCE to the 

 He also reiterated 

that to be separated from the 

people whom you serve for so 

many years, it takes time for 

adjustment. The joys and 

challenges in the parish have 

made him grow in his mission. 

They become his source of 

inspiration to become a 

missionary among them.  

 

After becoming a definitive 

member of Simeon 

community, Fr. Hambur 

faithfully dedicated his time to 

make rosaries and to pray for 

the missionaries. He indeed 

enjoyed his stay in Simeon 

community with his laugher 

and smiling face just like what 

he used to do when he was still 

in the parish with his 

parishioners.  

 
Fr. Gabriel Goran, SVD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

He had stroke in 2011. Then, 

the superior decided to 

transfer him to our retirement 

house in Simeon community 

in Ledalero.  The decision to 

transfer him was made so he 

could be given intensive care 

by the nurses and doctors. 

 

He narrated his stay in Simeon 

Fr. Goran did 

not regret his stay there 

because he was able to do a lot  

of things like writing his book,  

keheningan di 
batas malam), composing 

poems, and doing some 

handicraft activities which 

also help the community 

financially.  

 

Fr. Silvester Pajak, SVD 
When Fr. Pajak attended the 

100 years of the SVD presence 

in Indonesia in 2013, he took 

the opportunity to visit our 

Provincialate in St. Joseph, 

Ende and stayed there for 

couple of days.  

 

One day, I was able to have a 

light moment with him in our 

office and asked him about the 

presence of Simeon 

retirement house in Ledalero. 

in 

Indonesia before, we did

have yet our retirement house 

in the province. What is your 

opinion regarding the 

presence of our Simeon 

answer surprised me. He said, 

beautiful retirement house. 

The house is clean, neat, with 

complete facilities, and we 

have nurses who are working 

for 24 hours. This house is a 

house of prayer. In my 

opinion, if a retired confrere 

stays in a house like this, it is a 

blessing. His health is being 

taken cared of. He has more 

time to be with the Lord 

through prayer and time for 

him to materialize his dreams 

which were not achieved 

before. By being in the house 

of prayer like this, we have a 

lot of time to pray for our 

confreres, relatives, and 

friends, as well as praying for 

our deceased confreres, family 

members, and benefactors. 

Perhaps, there are confreres 

who look at the retirement 

house as uncomfortable place 

because it is located beside the 

cemetery. Yet for me, living in 

a place such as this, is a grace 

and blessing.  This is a moment 

when we can prepare 

ourselves to welcome happily 

our next life. I hope that more 

confreres either priests or 

Brothers can come and utilize 

our Simeon community to 

enjoy their retirement days.  
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THE NEED FOR REST 
Br. Stephen Bonsu (GHA) 
 
 

t is an obvious and undeniable fact that after days of hard work, one needs rest. Evidence is seen with 

creation. God used six days for creation, and used the seventh day to rest. Thus, this tells us that we too 

must rest after hard labor. At a point where we do not feel like resting, nature would force us to do so. 

It is, therefore, important for one to plan towards his retirement so as to secure his future. 

 

As an SVD Brother, lessons learnt are enough to secure my retirement. The steps taken to help my 

community and the benefits the community has derived by way of selfless service make me feel proud. 

 

It also important to know that everybody would one day retire from active service. What  next? From the 

lessons learnt whilst in active service, I cannot retire and make them useless.  Though may not be as before, 

I would gather young men and women to give career counseling on how they should mold their lives. The 

little savings I made whilst in active service would help me assist my community. 

 

One should not forget that old age could not be bribed.  Community cannot grow if the elderly is neglected. 

We need to seek their advice when necessary. Their survival should also be paramount to us. From time to 

time, we visit the elderly to ascertain their health and general condition. Any assistance in cash or food or 

medicine is appreciated. 

  

I 
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LLAASSTT  WWOORRDD  FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  EEDDIITTOORRSS  
 
 
 
Dear Confreres,  
 
Guide questions for the next (2017/1) issue will reach you on February 1, 2017.  We invite 
you, Brothers and Fathers to write comments on the present issue or suggest topics for 
the next issue. We will be happy to publish your insights.   
  
Please send your comments and suggestions to one of these email 
addresses:   lanyi.svd@gmail.com   or  svd_brothersphil15@yahoo.com.   Language: 
English, Spanish, Bahasa Indonesia, German or Polish. 
  
May God always bless us and all our endeavors.  
 
In the Divine Word,  
                    

Your SVD Brothers in Cebu City 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 


