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GUIDE QUESTIONS 
    
One of the achievements of the recent decades is the emancipation of religious Brothers. 
Now, religious Brothers may be elected for leadership positions. They can pursue higher 
studies and work outside our religious houses and institutions. As a negative effect, we 
sometimes hear complains about "vagrant Brothers" who are not much connected with 
our communities although they formally belong to our Society and frequently do notable 
services according to SVD characteristic dimensions. While we are glad about equality 
among members of the Society, we know that witnessing is stronger in community. (See 
below: CD # 30 Ad Intra of the last General Chapter)  
 
Thus the guide questions for 2017/1 issue are: 
 
 

- How can we strengthen the consciousness that each SVD 
member belongs to a community? 

 
- How can we create, promote, treat and nourish our inter-

cultural community life? 
 

 

WHAT IS THE MEANING OF COMMUNITY IN OUR CONGREGATIONAL 
DIRECTIONS? 
CD # 30 Ad Intra of the last General Chapter  
 
"As a community of brothers from different nations and languages, we become a living symbol of the 
unity and diversity of the Church (c. Prologue). Intercultural communities need to be consciously 
created, intentionally promoted, carefully cared for and attentively nurtured. However, consciously 
or unconsciously, tensions and conflicts inevitably arise among confreres due to generational gaps, 
racism, ethnocentrism, personality differences and stereotyping. Confreres may be tempted to avoid 
the challenge of enriching intercultural experiences  either by imposing a uniform lifestyle, or by 
living in mutual indifference.  In response: Each province/region/mission within the next three years 
will develop and offer to all its communities workshops on intercultural competence that include skills 
for interpersonal communication, conflict management and fraternal correction (c. 303.6). The 
Generalate will support provincial/regional/mission efforts at enhancing our understanding of 
interculturality by offering information regarding what resource materials are available." (CD # 30-
31 Ad Intra, General Chapter 2012) 
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CARE FOR VAGRANT CONFRERES 
Br. Francis Sammannassu (INH) 
 

(Colossians 

2:2) 

 

 
 
"That they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art 
in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one 
in Us, that the world may believe that Thou 
hast sent Me."  (John 17:21) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Two Eyes 
 
The two eyes teach us a very valuable lesson. 

The unity between the two eyes, being 

together, move together, see together, laugh 

and weep together. Our community or being 

together is like that of the eyes.  Our unity in 

diversity is like that of the two eyes. We as a 

Brother/Priest in the Society of the Divine 

Word are part and parcel of the one body that 

is SVD.   

 

Without this oneness or unity, SVD is 

incomplete and community life, the 

witnessing dimension of the Holy Trinity, 

becomes meaningless. We are the persons 

who touch the lives and hearts of people  i.e., 

to be a positive light to others and to spread a 

smile on their faces. Therefore, working and 

staying together bring in success, happiness, 

and fulfillment in life. 

 

nables us that 

we begin to show love for one another.  We 

need to encourage all brethren who are truly 

serving and proclaiming God. Our love for one 

another can only support us to be able to 

withstand any storm of life if our hearts are 

truly knitted together. 

 
Living as a Vagrant 
 

What is a vagrant Brother/Priest and why 

should I care about him? I like to think of a 

vagrant as someone who travels about 

needing little what he can carry. He is a 

member who belongs to a community and yet 

not in the community. 

 

A vagrant is not characterized as an outsider. 

They come in to communities looking for 

help. They are not against working hard, 

making money, and moving on to make their 

livelihood.  Their lives are free and they feel 

no need to tie themselves down to 

possessions. If that is so, even Jesus Christ 

who himself was a wanderer, resisting 

earthly possessions can be addressed as 

vagrant. If such Brothers and Priests are 

mobile Christ why not be so? 
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Community Life 
 

Communion with the Lord through prayer 

and service are essential because it is a 

community that binds our life together as 

Religious Missionary Brothers and Priests. 

We are a diverse group of members of 

Brothers and Priests, who are dedicated to 

bring the Good News to the ends of the earth, 

through every possible way and means.  

 

In fact, our diversity of charisma, talents, and 

ideas, the depth and breadth of knowledge, 

skills, and interests are powerful means and 

valuable gifts to proclaim the Word of God to 

the world, to realize our mission of making 

 

 

Sharing and caring in the give-and-take life in 

community, the opinion and support of 

members spell out that in consecrated life, 

there are ups and downs, lights and shadows. 

Accordingly, if each one offers whole-hearted 

helping hand, we can go to great extend in 

realizing our mission.   Many parts; One body! 

Many hands; One mission!  (Ref. 1Cor.12) 

Therefore, living  is an 

integral part of day-to-day life as a Divine 

Word Missionary. It plays both 

spiritual and physical stimulant role in our 

mission-order, the Society of the Divine Word 

(SVD) inclusive of Brothers, Priests, Sisters, 

and lay collaborators. 

 
Our SVD spirituality gives central place to the 
Holy Trinity. The Holy Triune God works 

together in perfect harmony. So, do the Divine 

Word Missionary Brothers and Priests seek 

such harmony with each other and be the 

perfect role model for the people of God? 

With more than 6000 Divine Word 

Missionaries from 74 different countries and 

cultures, it is important that we not only learn 

to accept, appreciate, and respect each other, 

but also understand our individual and 

cultural differences and function as one body 

after the model of the Holy Trinity. 

 

We know that Life is the most difficult exam. 

We often fail because we try to copy others 

not realizing that everyone has a different 

question paper. However, it is clear that 

success is possible in joining hands, accepting 

and appreciating each other as it is an 

irreplaceable unit of the one whole.  

Community is like the cement that holds 

together any structure or building. No 

wonder our founder gave such an importance 

to community life. 

 

The central picture of nava rathna or the nine 

jewels stands for beauty and unity, nine faces 

but one happy-functional family. Nine pairs of 

hands can move the mountains.  

 

All that we need to do is learn to accept 

differences and work together for the glory of 

God and His mission. 
 

The reality 
 

There are several young religious today who 

want to make a difference in the world. 

However, they need to realize that religious 

life requires a mighty channel to do that. If we 

follow the charisma and guidelines of our 

congregation, the success is guaranteed. This 

conviction must be the driving force of our 

community life that elicits the way to vagrant 

situations. 
 
If you really want to encounter both the gifts 

and challenges of internationality, I 

personally can vouch that leaving a nuclear 

family makes us members of the global village 

that is a far binding experience of joy and 

strength for us.  In fact, all the joy that we find  
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in the world come forth in community life. It 

miss in the community/family you look for it 

men who create communion and community. 

But the lack of joy and depth of relationship 

within the community drives us to be vagrant, 

in search of joy and fulfillment in life. 

 

 
 

We are Divine Word Missionaries! The Word 

of God is the lamp and guiding light in all our 

undertaking and in all our needs (Ps. 

119:105). Scripture is our home remedy. It 

tells us a lot about interpersonal 

relationships and teaches us how and why we 

should live together. Thus, we, the Divine 

admonition, st

 

 

Here are a few of the Scripture passages that 

tell us clearly what God expects from us.  Let 

us read them carefully and apply them in our 

life: 

 

Mat. 25:40. Whatever you do to one of the 

least of these brothers, you do it to me. 

 

Rom. 12:16. Live in harmony with one 

another. Do not be proud, but be willing to 

associate with people of low position.  

 

1 Cor. 1:10. I appeal to you, brothers, in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 

agree with one another so that there may be 

no divisions among you and that you may be 

perfectly united in mind and thought. 

 

 

Col. 3:13. Bear with each other and forgive 

whatever grievances you may have against 

one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 

Col. 3:16. Let the word of Christ dwell in you 

richly as you teach and admonish one another 

with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, 

hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in 

your hearts to God. 

 

1 Thes. 5:11. Therefore, encourage one 

another and build each other up, just as in fact 

you are doing. 

 

Hebrews 10:24. And let us consider how we 

may spur one another on toward love and 

good deeds. 

 

Hebrews 10:25. Let us not give up meeting 

together, as some are in the habit of doing, but 

let us encourage one another and all the 

more as you see the Day approaching. 

 

Based on our biblical readings, we can now 

reflect on our life.  

 

 Self-Actualization. Self-esteem and self-image 

play a great role in making one a community 

man. Hence, let 

see myself? What makes me stick? When do I 

feel full and when do I feel empty? What 

encourages these feelings in me? 

 

 Finances. In this modern world money makes 

independent and dependent. 

What drives me  money power, muscle 

power or mission power? 

 

 Lifestyle. How is my current living? Have I 

already travelled to some degree or am I 

stepping out of faith? What tools and 

resources do I have to help the helpless so as 

to care for my fellow brothers? 
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The life of a vagrant, being confined to limited 

possessions, brings about an unparalleled 

freedom. It gives access to harsh 

environments and nonconventional travel 

arrangements, teaches and allows to 

experience the secular world as it is. The 

values of the Gospel either deleted or 

distorted. 

 

Religious life has gone through a great 

amount of change right now. It makes us 

skeptic but it is a good change that needs 

more guidance. It is good because new 

talents, new openings, and better dynamics 

and developments take place. It needs 

guidance because individualism is creeping in 

with self-

mindset becoming a wide spread virus. As a 

result, there is more openings for vagrancy. 

This is where a member loses the track and 

tries to find his own way of life. 

 

I think one of the challenges in religious life 

today is to give enough space to a 

contemplative attitude. It reminds of the line 

carry 

forward the work of Christ under the 

 

 

Finally, in some Asian countries, Asia like 

India, in particular, there are handful of 

vagrant priests in their own world, yet they 

are SVDs. I for one, as a good SVD, wish and 

pray that they become more open to the Spirit 

and join hands with us as one family in 

serving the Mission of the Word made flesh. 

Thus, they can enjoy the SVD identity, 

fellowship and fraternity so as to fulfill our 

"
(John 17:21) 
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COMMUNITY PRAYER FOSTERS COMMUNITY CONSCIOUSNESS 
Br. Bela Lanyi (PHS) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ne way to foster community 
consciousness is the community 
prayer. According to a Filipino saying: 

"The family that eats, plays, prays and works 
together stays together." In our Brother 
Formation House, prayer times are strictly 
observed. This supports community feeling. 
Looking at other SVD communities, I noticed 
that many confreres are busy with their work 
or invitations; and therefore, only few of them 
come to the community prayer. Sometimes, 
community prayers are reduced to a 
minimum. Of course, formation houses always 
keep prayer times stricter than other 
communities. This makes me thankful for our 
regularity. Confreres who were transferred 
from here to other communities tend to recall 
our regular prayer times and our meditative 
atmosphere spirit that they miss in their new 
community. I sometimes even think that this 
consistency in prayer life is a kind of reward 
for the challenge of being a formator. 

In my home province, in the Missionshaus St. 
Gabriel, the Brothers used to be very 
consistent in their prayers and prayer times. 
Of course, they all had their work in the house. 
We did not only have a big garden but also a 
printing press and many other workshops. 
Despite this, it was not always easy for them 
to attend the prayers, but they did! I was 
always inspired by their witnessing through 
prayer. Now, there are less Brothers and most 
of them have their work outside the religious 
house. They have to adjust themselves to 
other people's lifestyle; and therefore, it is 
sometimes very difficult or almost impossible 
to maintain a consistent community prayer. 
An old Austrian Brother told me that while 
carrying out his work as a mason, he 
participated in the creation work of the Lord 
and this would not hinder him to go to the 
community prayer but rather prepare him for 
it.  
 

O 
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Some say: "Brothers are not required to pray 
the breviary." As Can. 663 §3 puts it in writing: 
"They are to devote themselves to reading the 
Sacred Scriptures and to mental prayer. In 
accordance with the provisions of their own 
law, they are to celebrate the liturgy of the 
hours worthily, without prejudice to the 
obligation of clerics mentioned in Can. 276, §2, 
n.3." The mentioned Canon tells that "priests 
and deacons aspiring to the presbyterate are 
obliged to carry out the liturgy of the hours 
daily according to the proper and approved 
liturgical books." I sometimes wonder what is 
the intention of the Church with this 
separation. Perhaps Canon Law assumes that 
the Brothers carry out their work in conditions 
which makes them difficult to observe the 
liturgy of hours in the way as priests should 
do. They have to be taught to be smart 
enough to find time with Christ. Precisely our 
efforts for common prayer increases the value 
of their prayer. In fact, Priests and Brothers 

who are praying together will intensively 
foster the unity between them and will 
strengthen their witnessing.  
 
Finally, let us mention a difficulty. Community 
prayer can also become an obstacle in our 
communities as I frequently observed in 
different countries. Sometimes, quantity of 
time in prayer becomes an issue; especially,  
when we use it to make others feel guilty for 
not spending time in prayer or when we 
compare our lesser times in prayer as being 
inadequate to those of other believers. If 
there are new members in the community, 
visitors or new candidates, it needs our strong 
sensitivity to educate them to prayer and to 
introduce them to piety. Since prayer times 
are a frequent cause of tensions in our 
communities, we really need to understand 
the true meaning of prayer which is love. Lent 
offers us a unique occasion to do so. 
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HEALTHY COMMUNITY LIFE IS BASED ON GODLINESS 
Br. Stephen Bonsu (GHA) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ust as cleanliness is Godliness; so is healthy life in a 
community is Godliness.  A healthy community is essential 
for our spiritual advancement and the integral growth of our 

community.  The community should cultivate basic virtues, such 
as love, forgiveness, mutual understanding etc. to sustain 
serene community to enhance spiritual upliftment. 
 
The good virtues such as love, trust, and respect for one another 
would ensure healthy relationship between the community 
members and the workers. Aside from results of group 
pressures, community members should desist from undue 
personal anxieties and ambitions, amassing wealth which is just 
ephemeral   Community members should also avoid the 
perception that everyone for himself, God for us all.  One bad 
nut in the community can draw the entire members of the 
community backward. Community members should also avoid 
tribalism and nepotism; since such cultural behaviors can daunt 
the entire community. 
 
Community members (SVD) are, first of all, considered to be 

lifestyles.  They should be deeply involved in prayers to help 
equip themselves against the determination of satanic 
influences.  Their prayer life must be nourished by daily 
meditation or interior silence. Special stress should also be given 
to the daily Eucharist and Community prayers, community 
recreations, etc.  
 
A superior  is to be the leader of a community, and so he should 
be someone who is well-formed to lead the community. He 
should have the initiative drive, organizing ability, and the 
capacity to inspire confidence among the community members. 
He should be resourceful in developing new ideas and finding 
fresh ways of exercising his ministry leadership. 
 
Community members must learn to become self-reliant, and to 
appreciate the dignity of labor and the value of money. In order 
to develop these qualities, community members in some way 
contribute both financially and through labor towards the 
maintenance of the community.  Sometimes, some community  

 
 
 
 
 

J 
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members open their personal rooms to visitors 
who do not give the right to privacy respected. 
Community members need to take care of the 
aged confreres and members who bear the 
cross of sickness and suffering. 
 
The Guiding Principles of SVD Formation 

which fosters mature relationships, 
characterized by self-giving openness in both 
dialogue and lifestyle. Community members 
should develop basic companionship which 
stems from shared experiences and a shared 
commitment. This sense of brotherhood 

personal value within the community and an 
appreciation of the values of the other 

our vows we are caught up in the mission of 

the Son and the Spirit sent from the Father to 

unity with one another and so enables us to 
proclaim the message of salvation more 
effectively. 
 
Community members should live well together 
in a community.  They are helped to 
strengthen their spiritual life, to learn to 
appreciate, and to live together harmoniously 
in a community made up of individuals from 
various cultures and different ethnic 

the community by transcending the divisive 
elements of individual cultures, leading a 
community life based on faith and the charism 
of the Society, and learning to build faith 
communities.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P a g e  | 12 
 

                       volume 10 issue 1 

 
DESIRE FOR A PROGRESSIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE COMMUNITY 
Br. Juan Daton (BOL) 
 
1.  Open a place and freedom for all confreres. It is a place 
and freedom to speak, exchange opinions, and be together 
as a confreres. There are confreres living together in a 
community, but they do not have the opportunity and 
freedom to put in common their thoughts and feelings about 
religious life. There are difficulties to be comfortable with our 
confreres. And one of the causes of community disintegration 
is the use of mass communication. We spend too much time 
on internet not being aware about the people that surround 
us. We feel comfortable using internet, but it closes the 
possibility to create a space to share with others. Our dear 

couch is very comfortable but make us forget others. Indeed, 
we are happy on the couch but it creates a limit to be with 
others. It is time to leave our couch in order to make a more 

and meet the people. Mission is go out to listen and 
experience a conversion. Be ready to listen attentively and to 
be available. The Word of God transforms us in new persons 
who build the world. 
 
2. The first time that I have lived in an international 
community was in 2011. Before I arrived in Bolivia, I spent 
many months in Buenos Aires, Argentina. There, I learned to 
live in an international community.  If we are in another 
country, I do not agree that we should be so attached to our 
own cultures and keep the things we use to do and have, like 
food. The things that we like and dislike make the difference 
between us. I am an Indonesian and not a Bolivian, but I may 
be available to say something good about my country 
without saying that there is something wrong in Bolivia. The 
interculturality opens a space to know and live in another 
sociocultural environment, without forgetting my own 
country. Interculturality teaches me to leave behind what I 
like and touch what is new for me. We close what is old and 
open ourselves to the new. The value of interculturality in 
itself does not mean perfection, rather it challenges us to 
enjoy living in international communities. 
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The question is: Are we building 
intercultural communities? This question 
makes me feel that I am alone in a desert. I 
think that making an intercultural 
community is like a lake in the middle of the 
desert. It is a fact that there are community 
problems, but this is not a reason to stop the 
communication among us. Communication 
is not just words. It also involves positive 
gestures. There are confreres that always 
share with the same group of persons, not 
showing any interest to others. Failing to 
communicate makes us unhappy. The 
danger is the proliferation of different 
groups that quarrel among themselves and 
make troubles in our communities and 
provinces. If we wish to make intercultural 

communities, we need to be Eucharistic, to 
listen attentively to the Word, and to 
develop fraternity, dialogue, and our 
personal involvement in community affairs. 
The moment that we keep distance from our 
community is the beginning of its 
disintegration. These confreres prefer to live 
alone and their attitudes show us that they 
are not interested in community life. In 
living in a community, we need to postpone 
our own plans and ideas whenever they are 
different from the community discernment. 
The healthy community is a community 
where those members live with fraternal 
love, the beauty of the Eucharist, and the 
Word of God.  
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Br. Swaminathan (INM) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

n the context of ever changing situations in 

our world today, one important area that 

calls for a serious reflection is the 

community dimension of Religious life. 

Individualism, consumerism, materialism 

and such other developments have been 

posing a serious threat to the meaning and 

relevance of religious life today. There are 

 

 

Communal living which is a hallmark of 

Religious life seems to be a bitter pill for a 

good number of religious today. 

Organizational stress and depression in 

ministry, interpersonal issues, intrapersonal 

stress, and issues with authorities are some 

crucial concerns challenging harmony in 

religious life.  

 

Members of the SVD family are not an 

exception to this scenario. The signs of our 

times call for a collective consciousness and a 

concerted effort to keep our religious 

commitment alive and vibrant. As every 

human institution is hit by various threats of 

the modern day, it becomes a matter of 

concern to each member of the Society of the 

Divine Word to find ways and means to 

promote and to constantly nurture the value 

of community living in our SVD family.  

 

The last SVD General Chapter, Ad Intra No. 30 

different nations and languages, we become a 

living symbol of unity and diversity of the 

Church.  International communities need to 

be consciously created, intentionally 

promoted, carefully cared for, and attentively 

each member of the SVD family is invited to 

open his mind and heart to the richness of 

international and intercultural character of 

our charism that was envisaged by our great 

founder, St. Arnold Janssen.  

 

Humans as we are, coming from different 

cultures, languages and background, we are 

bound to face differences and dissensions in  

I 
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our effort to live in communities. Instead of 

painting a negative picture to it, we can make 

them opportunities for better living and 

growth when we are able to appreciate the 

similarities and respect the differences in us. 

Besides, a constant awareness of our 

belonging to SVD, a great International 

Congregation would help us much to grow in 

community spirit. 

 

In strengthening our oneness to the SVD 

family, we need to recognize the fact that no 

one is a photocopy of the other. Each 

individual is distinct and special in every 

respect, working towards the same goal. We 

differ in our talents, abilities, interests, and 

outlook. St. Paul reminds us that though 

human body has different parts, each part has 

to work in unison for harmonious functioning 

of the body. Likewise when we recognize, 

respect, and appreciate the presence of each 

member of the SVD family with his goodness 

and limitations and play our role to the best 

of our ability, there will be truly unity in 

diversity and harmony in differences. Such an 

openness and a sense of brotherhood 

translated in mutual understanding, 

acceptance, tolerance, and fraternal 

corrections are sure to bring blessings to each 

of us and, in turn, we will become blessings to 

the people around us. 

 
 
 

LOVE OF INDIVIDUALISM AND MY REVERENCE OF COMMUNITY 
Br. Franco Luige Camasura (PHN) 
 

ommunity plays a very vital role in our society; 
especially, in us religious. In the Religious sense, 
our community describes our identity of who and 

what we are. If someone would ask me about community, 
I would always look back at how the Society stipulates 
and understands of a community.  I believe that the very 
backbone of our community living is expressed well in the 

cultivate the consciousness that we are all united in the 
Lord. We should keep alive this idea by our prayers for 
one another, by our common missionary activities, and by 

 
 
Communal activities like prayers, vespers and compline, 
celebration of the Holy Eucharist, community meetings, 
outings, and retreats and recollections help us to grow 
towards a healthy community. But it is inevitable that 
somehow along the way we experience inconvenience 
within the community because of our differences. However, 
it is not a reason for not having a better and healthy 
community. 
 

C 
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In my personal outlook in life about community, I would like to say that I do not take for 
granted the uniqueness of a person. The individuality of a person has great contribution to 
the development of a better and healthy community. Each person has his own gifts that 
complement to another person. This individuality is not something to do with division or schism, 
rather it promotes equality and respect for one another. As I reflect into my past experiences 
in living in different SVD communities, I can say that individuality is a core value to the 
community. Through this individuality, we develop sincere brotherly love, more than merely 
living and working together.  
 
Uniqueness of a person brings us to a better understanding about the beauty of community. 
As a metaphor, I would like to compare the community to a rainbow. There are many colors 
but it expresses only one significant beauty.  
 
For me, the better we appreciate the uniqueness of a person, the better we understand our 
community. Moreover, knowing and recognizing each member can promote and nourish our 
intercultural community.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liceo del Verbo Divino -Tacloban Community 

Credit to Fr. Ariel Tampus, SVD  
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NEW HOPE IN TACLOBAN CITY: 
Perpetual Vows of Br. Franco Camasura, SVD 
Br. Bela Lanyi (PHS) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

entioning Tacloban City in the 
Philippines recalls painful memories 
in many Filipinos. Still strong is the 

shock after super typhoon Yolanda that 
occurred in November 2013 with thousands of 
victims and a destroyed city. Many of us 
thought that there would be no more 
missionary vocations there because the 
people's hope was exhausted.  
 
We, the Divine Word missionaries, also recall an 
earlier disaster, the tragedy of Divine Word 
University. Founded in 1929, this prestigious 
institution of our congregation was closed in 
June 1995 by the school administrators after a 
court ruling favoring the labor union which 
represented its faculty members and other 
employees. Not only the SVD lost a flagship of 
its school network but students, faculty, and 
staff were also left with no school and 
employment. Many in the community were 
affected, including boarding houses, tricycle 
drivers and the Tacloban business community. 
How could this happen in a Catholic country? 

On February 25, 2017, we gathered together in 
Tacloban City for a double celebration. First we 
recalled the 11th anniversary of the reopening 
of the campus under a new  name "Liceo del 
Verbo Divino". Although it is only a high school 
now, eleven years of its development signifies a 
true success. But the greatest event of that day 
was that, after a thorough preparation, Br. 
Franco Luige Camasura professed his perpetual 
vows!  
 
Br. Franco was born in Palo, in the 
archiepiscopal city close to the provincial 
capital, Tacloban. As a Brother-seminarian, he 
entered the SVD but left. After finishing BS 
History from   history from the SVD-owned 
University of San Carlos, he returned to the 
seminary formation as an associate Brother-
seminarian. Having spent one year in Cebu, he 
left for the Postulancy in Tagaytay City (Luzon 
island) and later to the Novitiate in Calapan City  
(Mindoro island). As a Junior Brother in 
temporary vows, he returned to Cebu and 
studied theology. Later, he was assigned to  

M 
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Davao and Tacloban City for his temporary 
assignments. Not only because of his native 
place but also as a recognition for his work in 
Liceo del Verbo Divino, Br. Franco was granted 
the privilege to profess his perpetual vows in 
the St. Therese chapel of the said institution.  
 
With participation of many religious Fathers, 
Brothers, Sisters and lay people, the chapel was 
filled with faithful who wanted to witness this 

important event. At the first pew on the left 
side, Br. Franco's family took seats. His father, a 
retired police officer and his mother radiated 
true joy and happiness. The Holy Mass started. 
We did not need to wait long when Br. Edgardo 
Faz, the National Director of Brother Formation 
in the Philippines called Br. Franco who, before 
Fr. Provincial Rev. Fr. Eduardo Rocha, professed 
his vows according to the SVD constitution. 
After the liturgy, a beautiful program greeted 
Br. Franco and the 11-year old school. There is 
really hope in Tacloban City! 

 
 

19 SVD Brothers Philippines in Attendance 
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LAST WORD FROM THE EDITORS 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Confreres,  
 

You can write comments on the present issue or even suggest a topic for the next issue. 
We will be happy to publish your thoughts. Please do attach some photos of you along 
with your insights.  

 
Please send your comments and suggestions to one of these email 
addresses:   lanyi.svd@gmail.com  or  svd_brothersphil15@yahoo.com.   Language: 
English, Spanish, Bahasa Indonesia, German or Polish. 
  
May God always bless us and all our endeavors.  
 
In the Divine Word,  
                    

Your SVD Brothers in Cebu City 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 


