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Dear Confreres,  
 
Greetings from Cebu/Philippines!  
 
Each General Chapter is an occasion for a survey on the Society's resources. Why is the number of 
Brothers, but also Fathers, and probably even the quantity SVD finances dwindling, decreasing? Many 
of us are irritated by this question  which, very frequently, is expected to be a call for remorse. We are 
not active enough... We are not contemplative enough...  We are not modern enough... We have lost 
our tradition... And so on! 
 
Instead, let us now share our hopes. Thus we were requesting our readers to respond to the following 
guide question: 
 

-Confronted with difficulties in our Society, what keeps me rooted in my vocation and in my 
spiritual renewal? 

 
Our sincerest gratitude to you for your insights and for spending time answering the questions. We are 
hoping to hear again from you in our coming issues. 

May God continue to bless you and your ministries. 

 

 

 
BBrr..  BBeellaa  LLaannyyii,,  SSVVDD  

aanndd  YYoouurr  SSVVDD  BBrrootthheerrss  iinn  CCeebbuu//PPhhiilliippppiinneess  
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A SURVEY ON SPIRITUAL RENEWAL IN OUR SOCIETY 
Fr. Matthias Christian (SIN) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
rying to respond to these questions is quite 
a challenge, but receiving the invitation to 
do so, I felt an inner urge to accept it, and 

I believe, more to reflect on it can only 
strengthen my vocation. 

What keeps me rooted in my vocation? I can 
distinguish two directions of reflections which 
can be helpful. The first is, to try to look deeper 
into the social and intellectual challenges we are 
facing today and into the historical and social 
developments which brought them about. The 
second is, to try to turn somehow to the inner 
roots of our vocation and to see if we can deepen 
and strengthen our motivation to respond to this 
inner call. 

Which are the intellectual and social challenges 
we are facing today and how have they come 
about? This is a very complex question with 
partly deep historical roots. One has to 
distinguish the Western, mainly European 

world, and the rest of the world. The 
Greek/Roman culture left its strong in-print on 
Christianity which after the breakdown of the 
Roman Empire mainly spread among the 
Germanic and Slavic people. These did not have 
yet a written tradition. Only during the High 
Middle Age of about the eleventh to the 
thirteenth century, when the Eastern, Orthodox 
Church had already broken her connection with 
Rome, did they start to reflect deeper and more 
systematically on the faith and the world. The 
main spiritual authority of the time clearly was 
the Church. 

Towards the end of the Middle Age Humanism 
slowly developed in Italy with a new stress on 
the human being with its manifold gifts. During 
the period of the Renaissance of the fifteenth and 
sixteenth century this tendency was still 
deepened, expressing a worldly culture of 
science, art and human pleasure. Though the 
Church was still the spiritual guide of society,  

T
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Cont. Fr. Christian 

many of its leaders did really not live up to the 
Christian ideals of life, rather where caught up in 
human desires. In earlier times too repeatedly 
renewal movements were necessary which 
usually were brought about by new religious 
orders. This time the reform of faith-life lead to 
a deep split of the Church before the renewal 
reached its full breadth. One fruit of the Middle 
Age, the parent of the modern university, was the 
development of the natural sciences. Now a new 
understanding of the world as a huge, ball-
shaped body developed and with it a spirit of 
discovery which soon was followed by a new 
movement of missionary work. 

In the past centuries Church authority was 
theologically based on divine revelation. In the 
so called Modern Age of the Western world the 
human mind was gaining increasing 
independence from the Church authority which 
through a growing stress on reason during the 
Enlightenment Movement of the eighteenth 
century lead to the French Revolution with an 
open fight against the Church and its authority. 
This process of rationalism, liberalism and even 
materialism was still deepened during the 
nineteenth century 
and Nietzsches philosophy openly were 
proclaiming atheism.  

But one thing is clear that among the common 
people the Church was in spite of all the 
struggles still the leading authority. The First 
Vatican Council (1869-70) of the Catholic 
Church which expressly stressed this authority, 
embodied in the Pope, brought about a joining of 
forces within the Church, together with a strong 
mission movement which responded to the 
challenges of the political Colonialism. 

After the two devastating World Wars where 
questions of growing nationalism, power-
struggle, ideology and technology played 

important roles, people were tired of fighting. At 
the same time the so called Third World, -- 
behind Europe/USA and the Russian communist 
empire, -- had gained stronger self-awareness, 
and one former colony after the other was 
gaining independence. 

In the West democracy had been growing fast, 
together with a broadening and deepening of 
general education and an explosion of 
information through newspapers, radio and 
television. The Church became more and more 
aware of these developments and in the Second 
Vatican Council (1962

dialogue with the modern world, as well as with 
other religions and cultures. The leaders of the 
Church were ready, but were the common 
people prepared for it?  In the SVD the vocations 
in Western Europe dropped within a few years 
to the half, quarter and even less, until they 
nearly stopped. Slowly a similar development 
among the diocesan priests followed. 
Everywhere a certain relativism, secularism and 
individualism was growing, together with a 
lowering of all traditional authorities, be it in the 
Church, in the political or educational area, as 
well as in the family. 

Is the Church in the West still alive? Certainly, 
she is so. But people no longer simply obey 
certain rules, they want to experience something. 
Therefore on the one side many churches on 
Sundays are half empty or some have even been 
closed, but on the other side there are not so few 
fully engaged lay people who are aware what 
faith means for them and who are also willing to 

whole life in her service as the vocation for 
priesthood or religious life demands, has in this 
relativistic environment become more difficult. 

How different is the situation of the Church in 
the Third World, especially in Asia! Authority 
structures are mostly still rather strong. The  
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Church was often experienced as a modernizing 
force in many different areas. The values of the 
Gospel, stressing the weight, but also the 
responsibility of each person and encouraging 
service in society, match the needs of many 
societies. It is not by chance that Christianity in 
China under communist rule started to grow the 
fastest. The SVD was during the last decades 
especially growing in some Asian countries. But 
a certain relativism and individualism could here 
too slowly become a challenge. Still, it should be 
easier here to show that many modern values 
actually have Christian roots. 

This brings us back again to the West, especially 
to Europe. Secularized values like expressed in 
the human rights sound good, but if they lose 
their deeper roots they actually are endangered. 

Western society. 

Up to now I tried to look into the social and 
intellectual challenges someone is facing today 
and into the causes which brought them about. 
One certainly could still much stronger show 
how much Western culture after all owes to 
Christianity and how without this treasure it 
would lose its identity.  

But now to the second direction of our reflection: 
What then are the roots for our personal vocation 
and how can we deepen and strengthen our 
motivation to respond to the inner call? We are 
called by Christ to follow him and to work for 
the kingdom of God. If someone would in the 

first place strive for a respected position in 
society, this would be dangerous. It seems to be 
a general phenomenon that in modern 
theological studies Exegesis somehow has a 
more important position than traditional 
dogmatic. We have to meet Christ in life. His 
relationship with the father, his way of praying, 
his way of looking at people and meeting them, 
his proclamation of the Gospel, all this has to 
inspire us. But the peak of his life is his 
endurance when meeting opposition, refusal, 
finally destruction, humiliation and death. The 
love which impels him he shows also in giving 
himself during the Last Supper, and it shows its 
power in the resurrection. Here we find this all-
embracing love which I have not found 
anywhere else. 

Looking at the first part of my reflection, I 
believe that we have to be patient, and that new 
authorities will appear who have enough breadth 
and depth, convincingly to show the roots of 
Western culture, and whom people can trust in. 

In regard to the second part it is certainly 
important that everyone tries to reflect on his 
faith, especially on the life and teaching of 
Christ. There an exchange of our insights and 
experiences should grow. But like a life-style, 
resting on the same deep convictions, it cannot 
be forced and we have to wait for the right time. 
Once the time is ripe we exchange with each 
other and in this way strengthen each other. The 
life of Christ is wide and deep enough, also for 
the future of the human family to serve as the 
strongest source of inspiration. 
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SEEK WHAT IS GOOD 
Br. Stephen Bonsu (GHA) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

vocation is a call from God, and 

anyone who has felt God's call 

knows that the process is not anything 

simple. While most people think of a 

vocation as what they are called to do in 

life, it is important to understand that the 

first and most important call from God is 

a call to be (that is the universal call to 

holiness). 

 

Confronted with difficulties in our 

society, what keeps one rooted in 

his/her vocation and in his/her spiritual 

renewal is the Word of God, the Grace 

of God and his/her inner self and the 

desire to do Gods will. Temptations, 

day to day activities and daily life, but 

the Grace of God is what sustains his 

people.   

 

The greatest stress one goes through 

when dealing with a difficult confrere is 

words usage. Anger, resentment and 

jealousy do not change the hearts of 

others they only burdens that individual 

concerned. It is good to smile when 

others refuse to; it makes a difference in 

the society.     

 

I sometimes tried to be wise and seek to 

understand before I attempt to judge. I 

use my judgement not as a weapon for 

putting others down, but as a tool for 

making positive choices that help me 

build my own character. I try to treat 

everyone with kindness and respect, 

even to those who do not reciprocate. I 

do my best to be thankful to those who 

are difficult confreres for they serve as 

great reminder of how life itself is.    

 

I have received some criticisms from 

some confreres who criticised me to 

They say that, what I write does not 

reflect my true self. Others say I  

A 
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exposed my community. I have accepted 

all these criticisms in good faith and it 

gives me the idea that my confreres read 

my articles. I count myself blessed. 

   

If I really want to be happy and peaceful, 

then I have to stop being afraid and be 

giving myself enough space for self-

care. 

 

Love makes me seek what is good; love 

makes me better confrere. It is love that 

prompts everyone; brothers and priests 

to embrace the consecrated life. My 

vocation challenges me to live my faith 

more deeply and to follow Christ more 

closely.  I know that, my vocation, if it is 

lived generously and faithfully, will also 

involve not only lasting happiness and 

reward but also suffering and sacrifice.  

 

From experience I know that community 

life is not always easy, but it is a 

providential training ground for the 

heart. It is impractical not to expect 

conflicts; misunderstandings will arise 

and they must be faced. Despite such 

difficulties, it is in community life that I 

am called to grow in compassion, 

patience and perfect assistance. Each 

confrere must understand that each 

individual in the community is not 

perfect but unique and excellent in an 

aspect. 

 

With great humility, I try to do all that I 

can to show that the consecrated life is 

a precious gift to the Church and to the 

world. I do not keep it to myself alone 

but to share it, bringing Christ to every 

corner of this beloved society. I let my 

joy continue to find expression in my 

efforts to attract and nurture vocations, 

and recognize that I have some part in 

forming the consecrated men and 

women of tomorrow. 

 

Confronted with difficulties in our 

society, what keeps me rooted in my 

vocation and in my spiritual renewal 

must, above all, be willing to make a 

commitment to rediscover my personal 

vocation and mission, listening promptly 

and readily to the Word of God and of 

the Church; I must pray, frequent the 

Sacraments, meditate on the Word of 

God and put the gifts and talents 

received into the service of my own 

faith, in the various social and historical 

situations in which I am called to take 

part.  
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I AM HAPPY!!! 
Br. Franco Luige P. Camasura (PHN) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 am happy with my vocation. Actually, 
what I can say more is that I love being 
SVD Religious Brother; it's 
contentment. It's a service to the Lord, 

to the Church, and ultimately, to all people. 
I believe God has called me to it, and I'm 
grateful for that call.  I just celebrated my 1 
year anniversary in perpetual vows as a full 
member of the society last Feb 25, 2018 and 
I am grateful for all the prayers and blessing. 
I am well pleased to say that I am happy; I 
serve in school as a campus minister officer 
and as a teacher. 
 
As I looked back to my formation years and 
now as confrere, I can say it is inevitable 
neither to say I never confronted difficulties 
in my vocation, my ministries and even 
more in our Society. I believed it is an 
intrinsic part of our journey in life always 
confronted and face some challenges. I can 
cite several difficulties in our society from 

finances, dwindling of candidates, lifestyle 
of confreres and among others. All of these 
are realities.  But these realities are 
reminders and opportunities for me and for 
all of us to realize who we are, called to serve 
the Divine Word. An invitation for me and 
for all of us to have a deeper interior 
understanding of being a religious and a 
missionary rooted in the Word. Every time I 
give recollection to the youth or students I 
always highlight the importance of the 
Word in our lives. The Word is all about us. 
Putting the Word center to my life I always 
resonate what I felt reading from the gospel. 
It gives me happiness. The living Word of 
God is a word of happiness. 
 
Question on what keeps me rooted in my 
vocation and in my spiritual renewal is 
finding true happiness. While happiness 
seems to be what most people want and 
expect out of life.  Most people say that I am 

problems in my relationship, my ministry 
and others. I always enjoy my work ministry 
as a teacher and a campus minister in 
school. What I like most about my ministry 
is how it gives me a chance to meet young 
people like youth and students.  Almost 
every single day I feel good and generally 
experience a lot of pleasant emotions. In 
fact, it is very occasionally that I would ever 
feel negative emotions like sadness or 
loneliness. When I think about my life, I 
always come to the same conclusion: I feel 
highly satisfied with the way I live.  To seek 
happiness is one of the most profound life 
journeys we humans take on. 

 

I 
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INSPIRED BY THE EXAMPLE OF THE FOUNDING 
GENERATION 
Br. Mike Decker (USC) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

hat keeps me rooted in my Vocation as a SVD Brother are the following.  
Since I just finished my "Nemi Renewal Program," this past December 2017 
what keep me rooted is now knowing more in depth about the "Founding 

Generation" in Steyl especially the Brothers who did so much at the start of Steyl in 
1875. They did this by their daily prayer, mass and this influenced them to be dedicate 
to hard work and challenges that they faced. Being rooted spiritually helped them to 
overcome many obstacles in their lives as SVD Brothers. 
 
Because of those "Founding Brothers," this helps me now to continue my Spiritual 
Renewal now even after my Nemi course to try to be like the "Founding Brothers." Yes, 
their are challenges I face every day, but with the dedication of daily prayer and mass 
this sustains me to face challenges and to do my best in whatever I am called to do in 
the SVD community that I live in. 
 
If this was good for the "Founding Generation of Brother," then this is good enough 
for me as I continue to live out my life to the best of my ability as a happy, life fulfilling 
Brother. 
 
 

W 
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Fr. Denes Fernando Costa da Silva (SIN) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

our appeal and your question really 
stirred  me up a little... Your question 
is a serious one, because it touches 

the core of the problem that the SVD family 
is facing nowadays... 

So I would like to share my hopes with you: 
* We are religious missionaries from many 
countries and cultures, backgrounds and 
ideologies, personalities and tastes, 
preferences and abilities, qualities and 
weaknesses. 

* With deep RESPECT for this Diversity, as 
a Religious missionary Community we aim 
ONLY at our common VOCATION and 
MISSION.
* As long as this "ONLY" remains at the 
center of our concerns and actions we can 
face our problems more lightly.  

Saint Arnold Janssen as a man of deep faith 
and hope founded the Arnoldus Family as a 
Signal and Instrument of the Incarnation of 

the Divine Word in this world. Saint Arnold 
faced many difficulties from the beginning of 
the foundation of the SVD. And he handled 
the issues without losing his MISSION and 
VOCATION...  

Therefore, the MEMORY of Saint Arnold is 
his LEGACY, and his CONGREGATIONS 
are his HERITAGE. 

Any renewal is the work and action of the 
HOLY SPIRIT only. Therefore, let`s pray 
that this coming General Chapter would be 
a NEW PENTECOST for all of us... 

Now that I shared with my hopes, I want now 
to share with my worries and concerns 
about  our dear and beloved Society... The 
SVD and the Arnoldus Family are the 
Heritage of Saint Arnold Janssen, the 
Arnoldus Family is the continuation 
("incarnation") of the Memory of Saint 
Arnold in history. This "Arnoldine Spirit" is, 
in itself, eternal. However, concerning our  

Y
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Society, the SVD, as a concrete and historic 
community of religious missionaries we 
have to face some challenges and 
difficulties that threaten our very own 
existence....   

This problems are, somehow, always 
present throughout our history. From time to 
time  this issues emerge in the surface of 
our life. It seems that there are two "spirits" 
in conflict in the SVD nowadays: there is the 
true and authentic "SVD Spirit", rooted in 
our traditions and history, deeply centered 
on the Word of God and faithfully loyal to 
Saint Arnold Janssen. Moreover, there is 
another "SVD Spirit" also... This "spirit" 
seems more suitable to the tastes and 
costumes of the SVD confreres today... 
Coming from the depths of our Society this 
"SVD spirit" is the great menace and 
challenge of our times... This "SVD spirit" 
can change the SVD from within. It can turn 
the SVD into something very different from 
what Saint Arnold Janssen and the first SVD 
missionaries intended...  

We can, however, identify some charac-
teristics of this new "SVD spirit": 

* Self-interest: sometimes we hear about the 
Society projects, plans, directions,... the 
confreres talk about that as something 
important indeed. But, in the end of the day, 
every one of us go after our own 
"directions"... And, most of the time, the 
confrere own "directions" are very far away 
from the SVD`s... 
* Self-complacency : We see and define 
ourselves as a community of Brothers. 
Essentially, as a religious missionaries, we 

are equal. But, in the end of the day, we 
realize that this is not so... In every 
Province, Region and Mission there is 
always a "core" a "center group" of 
confreres that remains always in the 
"center", and those confreres can be 
defined as "untouchables", "unmovable".  
And, I am not talking about holding officials 
positions, having a "career" of  self 
"achievements", self "successes", and so 
on... 

Those "untouchables" confreres are not far 
away from those who Jesus so vigorously 
opposed and attacked as "Hypocrites" in the 
Gospels...  

* Self-compassion : It is the opposite side of 
the Self-complacency... Aside from the 
"untouchables" confreres there are those 
who are "touchable" and are "touched". 
They are paralyzed by the feeling of 
"Injustice", "discrimination", "prejudice"... In 
this domain the bitter feelings of resentment 
and revenge runs deep... and the symptoms 
of this are clearly seen... However, those 
"touchable" and "touched" are also very 
near to the "Hypocrites" of the Gospels... but 
in the reverse way... 

This is just a sharing. From the Spiritual 
point of view,  this can help to diagnosed the 
illnesses of the SVD today. The only 
medicine for this sickness is to go back to 
our Charisma and Mission. This new "SVD 
spirit" comes to stay.  Miracles apart, only a 
real and true conversion of our communities 
as a whole can revert this dynamics. 
Keeping in mind that any renewal is the 
work of the Holy Spirit only. So, let`s pray 
that this coming 18th General Chapter will 
be a real New Pentecost! 
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Br. Stefan Wuerth (GER) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
iven the difficulties in our society, what holds me in my 
vocation and spiritual renewal? 

On the one hand, the "Our Father" and the "(great) Creed" 
which has its origin in the baptismal confession: We believe 
in the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Through the 
connection with our founder Arnold Janssen as well, I stand 
on a good foundation. With such a "backpack" I can go 
anywhere. 

In Germany, there are many changes at the moment. In 
politics fighting is going on for a new federal government. In 
our Archdiocese of Hamburg is a process on which aims for 
a better leadership for all Germans. Through the General 
Chapter and its theme: "The Love of Christ Impels Us", we 
want to face the situation of today, and reorient ourselves. 

There will always be something where we should reorient 
ourselves. There will always be changes that we have to 
face. We always tell other people that they should believe in 
God, pray to him, ask him for help and what do we do? Do 
we trust so little in our abilities, in our community? Do we 
have so little faith in God? Has our faith become so weak? 

Sometimes I wish that our 
Founder was still among 
us, because he had a good 
faith in God and the 
courage to dare 
something. 

We have all the ingredients 
to live our vocation 
positively, to serve as a 
role model for fellow 
brothers / friends and 
people in the world thus 
we are not journeying 
alone. Especially we who 
(may) live in communities 
have a good foundation for 
the future. For me, this is a 
strong argument to 
continue on the path as an 
SVD missionary, and as a 
religious Brother. I do my 
journey so as I am and so 
as I feel: in a genuine and 
authentic way, I face my 
life and faith challenges. I 
am not alone on the road. I 
get in contact with many 
people. It is a give-and-
take, it makes me flexible. 
Life and my faith show me 
my way to what I am 
capable of. I am grateful for 
this experience, and this 
realization which I am also 
ready to pass on to others. 
I cannot say what will 
happen tomorrow, or next 
month, or next year - I'm 
ready to dare, as our 
founder Arnold Janssen 
has already dared. 

G
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Br. Raju Soosai (INC) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

reetings to you and your team of 
editors for your valuable 
services towards bringing out 

the newsletter regularly. 
Congratulations. Sorry for the long 
silence. Thanks for asking me very 
many times to write a few lines for the 
newsletter. I used to postpone the 
timing of writing and later forget. By 
that time the newsletter is also out and 
I could not make it up because of 
various reasons. This time I made it a 
point to complete this task after reading 
your mail. 
 
Confronted with difficulties in our 
society, what keeps me rooted in my 
vocation and in my spiritual renewal? 
 
For me, what keeps me rooted in my 
vocation is the charism of the Society of 
the Divine Word and choices of vocation 
to remain fully committed and spirited. 
Our Society needs the 
services in old and new fields 
[apostolates] where there are 
competitions, challenges and lack of 
commitment. 
 

I am not irritated with the question of 

challenged for why am I not more 
enthusiastic, more serving, more 
committed, more spiritual, more of 
exemplary religious life etc? Seeing my 
good work and activities, many youth 
will join for Brotherhood and there will 
be increasing number of Brothers in the 
Society of the Divine Word. My way of 
life has to be inspiration to the youth 
and not perspiration negatively. This is 
the way I look at the dwindling 
numbers.  
 
It has to come from me as an individual 
as to shine as a Religious Brother. It is 

in its own way. 
 
The present is rewarding. The future 
opens up before me greater challenges. 
 
From the beginning of religious life, I 
have been living a dedicated, fully 
committed, silently hard working and 
truthful Brother. True to the nature of 
the local community and religious life,  

G 
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a small silent tsunami struck me two 
years ago. Tsunami had struck in the 
form of community members and co-
workers on account of selfishness, 
doubts, revengeful, groupism, 
individualism, laziness, lack of concern, 
super power, man power and muscle 
power.  
 

I gave up to the situation easily for the 
betterment. But the worst thing 
happened to me the other way. I have 
come up beating all odds and hurdles. I 
have learned prudence and politics and 
positively, it is a lesson to be bold 
enough to face the situation and leave 
in the hands of God while continuing to 
be rooted in the charism, choice and 
values which I uphold all the while. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
YOU HAVE FORGOTTEN OUR FRIENDS 
Fr. Manfred Krause (GER) 
 
 

 
  
Dear confreres, You have forgotten our SVD friends and partners. Their number 
increases enormously! 
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CHANGE AND TRANSITION IN SENIOR YEARS 
Br. Eugene Orog (PHC) 
 

 am 66 years as of this writing- a senior 
citizen indeed. I am experiencing change 
and transition. For the sake of clarity we 

will  define "change" as an outward event- 
what happen when one form becomes 
another, or alters into something else. For 
instance our bodies weaken, our 
appearance change, our social roles no 
longer what they were. In our later years, we 
wear the funny disguise of an aged person. 
We look in the mirror and see almost not 
much left of our younger selves. Whereas 
"transition" is an inner process in which the 
inward adjustments we make accom-
panying the outward constitution of our 
body. For instance in relationships that we 
got in life. We learn more about loyalty, 

betrayal forgiveness, and the different kinds 
of love that can still possible. We develop 
and gain ease in using a vocabulary using 
three foundational phrases: thank you, I am 
sorry, and I love you. We have to look and 
reassess the ways in which we relate by 
facing our history and in relating various 
people that are with us. We need to do 
necessary adjustments whereby becoming 
at home. At home who we are and why we 
are. 

Originally, change and transition is viewed 
as a downward movement. From below we 
rise and then go down. Like a bell curve in 
Psychology. But this should not be. We 
continue to rise up as if ascending on a 
staircase. As the saying goes: "the best has 
yet to come." 

Consequently we need to stay united with 
our brother priests no matter what ( 
community life is a must ) After all, our 
Founder St. Arnold was a priest himself. Of 
course they are the majority but we should 
not be threatened with numbers. That is why 
a clarity of our identity and on what we are 
doing or what we can still do is so important. 
Our work is a love made visible (K Gilbran), 
so we must be faithful to it. And do it well, for 
the greater honor and glory of Jesus the 
Divine Word. The perennial challenge of 
every senior SVD today is to live well until 
we die, not becoming grouchy old bachelor 
(GOB). We adapt to the many difficult 
changes and transitions that we may 
encounter. Ergo we need to reinvent 
ourselves and always. 

 
 

 
 

I
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GRATEFUL  
FOR THE 
COMMITMENT 
Fr. Karl-Heinz Pesche (ECP) 
 
 

ice that my answer 
to your previous 
request was useful. 

Now for your renewed 
request: "In the face of the 
difficulties in our society, 
what holds me in my 
vocation and my spiritual 
renewal?" 
  
The difficulties probably 
affect mainly the supply of 
new vocations in Europe 
and North America. With 
this, first of all, we also 
notice an encouragement 
that comes from overseas 
SVD Provinces: Indonesia, 
India, your place in the 
Philip-pines, in Vietnam, in 
Africa, so that the number 
of our members has been 
quite stable: it is around 
6,000 since 2001. 
  
Unfortunately, in Europe we 
are confronted with an ever 
increasing secularization of 
society. But for me, Jesus 
and His Gospel is a 
compelling source of 
spirituality that gives us a 
decisive direction and a firm 

hold on our lives. The commitment is still a concern to me. I am 
glad that such a conviction is to a large extent present at our 
Generalate in Rome and in wide circles of Society. 
    
The approach of missionary evangelization in Europe, of course, 
is a question that leaves us a bit unsettled. The SVD is in search 
of the final answer. A clear challenge here is Islam, which has 
become present through the many refugees, especially from 
the Arab countries and from North Africa, in an unusual 
strength. At the same time, Islam manifests itself largely as 
conservative, committed to Sharia thus at least until now 
hardly accessible for the path of Christian faith. The dialogue 
with Islam could be a missionary concern for the SVD in Europe. 
But it would be a very demanding venture. 
  
Compared with the narrow conservatism and authoritarian 
absolutism of Vatican authorities, Pope Francis shows new 
approaches. That gives hope and deserves our solidarity and 
support. 
  
Overall, our SVD is still very present in the missionary work of 
the Church. The reports from Rome in the Arnoldus Nota show 
it very clearly and vividly. We can be grateful for the 
commitment of our confreres in so many ways for the good 
cause of the faith, the gospel of Jesus, and the mission. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

N 
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PRAYER AGAINST CHALLENGES 
Br. Andreas Rali (IDE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  was assigned by the Provincial Superior to be in-
charge of St. Joseph workshop in Ende right after 
my perpetual vows. I quite had an idea that it would 

be my assignment since I have been working in the 
same workshop for so many years.  
 
In the workshop, several issues, problems, and 
challenges are being faced at present. I even do not 
know how to solve them. I have spent my time and 
energy to make this well-known SVD mission workshop 
operational and income-generating. Yet, the income 
from this workshop seems to be just enough for the 

that our income is not even enough for their salary.  
Many times, their salary would be delayed due to the 
financial constraint. Facing this very dilemmatic 
situation, I could only complain to God thru St. Joseph 

pray to God to solve 
these issues because I 
have nowhere to go. I 
thank God that I was 
never abandoned, so 
far.  
 
Aside from facing the 
difficulties in the 
workshop, I am also 
struggling with my 
health which up today it 
is not yet cured. This 
has been happening for 
years now that 
sometimes causes me to 
feel frustrated and 
hopeless.  
 
Although, I am facing 
difficulties and 
problems in my 
workplace and am 
suffering from a health 
condition, I am still 
surviving under the 
mercy of God which 
makes me persevere and 
be assiduous in my 
prayer. I strongly believe 
that ONLY PRAYER CAN 
MAKE ME STRONGER 
AND CLOSE TO GOD. 
He is my source of life 
and truth which can 
renew my vocation as an 
SVD religious Brother. 

 
 
 

I 
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FOUR INSPIRATIONS 
Fr. Armando Schnydrig (CHI) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
hat holds me rooted in my 

vocation and in my spiritual 

renewal? 

 

I will not say with my answers that I am 

always doing what I say, but I do find 

support for my vocation and renewal. 

 

The first thing I believe is to do what I 

do with love, with dedication, with joy 

and with preparation, to believe the 

story. 

 

Second, an important source is prayer 

and meditation which shall be constant. 

The third is the pastoral action with 

promptness, availability and renewed 

focus, because all times have their own 

needs and preferential options. 

 

Fourth, the importance of relying on the 

religious community and also on the 

community of laity of the place where 

one has to serve. 

 

These seem to me the most important 

motivations. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

W 
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1st ZONAL ASSEMBLY of  
SVD BROTHERS in PANAM 

Suzano/SP (Brazil), February 21-27, 2019 
Br. Alfonso J. Berger (BRN) 

Zonal Coordinator of SVD Brothers in Brazil 

 
Inspired by the theme of our assembly, 

vocation and mission as Brothers in the 
 30 Brothers and six priests 

of our Society gathered in Suzano, near 
the large metropole of São Paulo, in 
Brazil. The main goal was to share 
reflections on our Brotherhood in order 
to renew our missionary commitment in 
our zone. In this regard, we received a 
meaningful input by an external 
resource person (Frei Oton Junior, ofm) 
and by Bro. Guy Mazola (ROM), our 
internal resource person. The first one 

Service of the Religious Brother in the 

Brothers in the light of the 

conferences were well appreciated by 
the participants.  
 
The schedule of our assembly offered 
the opportunity to have a subzonal 
presentation, which was done by one of 
the Brothers, chosen among them. This 
activity was well appreciated since it 

Brothers in each of these subzones, 
complemented with some information 
related to the situation of our Society,  
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Cont. Br. Berger 
 
the Church and the social/economic 
reality of the people we serve as 
missionaries.   
 
Another feature of this first part the 
sharing of life stories of one Brother by 
each subzone. That was very much 
appreciated because it touched the 
concrete life of our Brothers, taking into 
account their family background, 
studies and missionary activities.  
 
After listened to these life stories, and 
keeping in mind the subzonal 
presentation, the participants were 
divided into working groups to Identify 

reality in PANAM and other relevant 
aspects to be addressed in that Zonal 
Assembly. These groups were formed in 
this way: one group in English, two 
groups in Portuguese and three groups 
in Spanish. That dynamic was very 
important to allow each participant to 

his own language. 
  
Other activities were carried out 
through a panel on SVD Brothers, 
identifying main challenges and 
opportunities for our Brothers today, in 
the PANAM Zone. A panel on Vocation 
Promotion and Formation was also 
done, which enabled the confreres to 
better focus on these important topics. 
During that sharing of ideas, life 
experiences, and proposals, we 
identified also a few priorities for the 
coming years related to Vocation 
Promotion, Formation and Mission as to 
implement our renewal process for our 

Brotherhood. For that purpose, the Final 
Statement (FS) of our assembly pointed 
out three main duties or engagements 
of us, SVD Brothers but not exclusively, 
namely:  
 
Under Vocation Animation: 1. Carry out 
at the provincial level during this year an 
awareness workshop for all the SVDs on 
the accompaniment in vocation 
promotion and to develop a vocational 
culture among us. 2. Collect the 
materials that exist about the SVD 
Brothers during the first semester of this 
year and edit them to be used in 
vocational promotion. 3. Choose a day 
yearly in each PRM, to celebrate the 
day of the SVD Brother's vocation, in 
which it is promoted in an especial way 
and prayed for in the parishes, schools 
and SVD communities. 
 
Under Formation: 1. Develop a Brother 
Formation Program (for those PRMs that 

product to the zonal formation 
coordinator by September 2019. 2. Gear 
the professional training of Brothers 
towards the SVD Characteristic 
Dimensions and Areas of great need of 
the Society in the spirit of the Prophetic 
Dialogue. 3. Train all Brother formators to 
receive the needed training 
beforebeing formators, focusing on 
intercultural living.  
  
Under Mission: 1. Develop fraternal 
relationship among us and with the 
people we serve. 2. Establish 
communities of life and mission.  3. Bring 
together the pastoral initiatives of the 
SVD Brothers.  
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Cont. Br. Berger 
 
All these commitments reflect the desire 
of our assembly to pay more attention 

way, living in small communities that 
gather those Brothers with the same or 
similar missionary services. But also, to 
follow up the provinces, regions and 
mission to get an SVD Brother formation 
program. One new initiative was 
focused with much attention: to 
organize a workshop on Vocation 

animation in order to develop a 
 

 
A few concluding thoughts: this 
assembly was very important for us, 
because we got new strengths from the 
sharing of life experiences, of ideas, as 
well as by the feeling that we are many 
doing similar activities ad intra and ad 
extra of our Society. It is our hope that 
this very first zonal assembly will bear 
many fruits for our Brotherhood in the 
coming years.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
PERPETUAL VOWS OF BRS. MARK PAGLICAWAN (assigned to PHS province)  
& SAMUEL JOSEPH DE GUZMAN (assigned to PHN province) 
January 27, 2018 
Shrine of Christ the King Mission Seminary  
(attended by 19 SVD Brothers in the Philippines) 
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LLAASSTT  WWOORRDD  FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  EEDDIITTOORRSS 
 
 
Dear Confreres,  
 
Peace!  
 
Thank you for reading and contributing to this issue. Since the next issue should be dedicated to the 
General Chapter, we will skip the June issue. The Bulletin will be published only in September, and 
December 2018.  Instead of guide questions to all readers, we will request contributions only from the 
participants of the General Chapter on July 31 2018: immediately after the Chapter. 
  
For the meantime, you can write comments on the present issue and/or suggest topics for the coming 
issues. We will be very happy to publish your insights. Moreover, we would deeply appreciate it if you 
could also attach some photos of you as you send us your articles.  
 
Please, do send your comments and suggestions to one of these email addresses: 
lanyi.svd@gmail.com or svd_brothersphil15@yahoo.com. You can write in any of the following 
languages: English, Spanish, Bahasa Indonesia, German, and Polish.  
 
May God always bless us and all our endeavors.  
 
In the Divine Word,  
 
 
Your SVD Brothers in Cebu City 
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