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ON THIS FORUM
   “Now, the Philippine Southern Province of the Society of the Divine Word takes the Bulletin 
over accepting basically the same way of operation as before, enriched with new elements. 
During a Strategic Planning Meeting we decided to give it a new name, SVD Brothers Forum 
since we realized that it is not a newsletteror bulletin but rather an internal sharing and 
exchange of points of views respectively thoughts of our confreres. Through deepening the 
meaning and commitment of the SVD Brother vocation, we hope that it will contribute to a 
renewal of our SVD vocation and could be used by our vocation promoters. I, then, as the 
Provincial Superior of the Philippine Southern Province, declare that herewith our Province 
takes over the said SVD Brothers Forum, including all moral and financial responsibilities of 
its operation.”

 (From the decree of Fr. Rogelio Bag-ao, Provincial Superior of the Philippine Southern 
Province of the Society of the Divine Word)

GUIDE QUESTIONS 
   SVD BROTHERS FORUM is a digital forum written by its readers. On behalf of its Publisher 
(Fr. Rogelio Bag-ao, SVD-PHS Provincial Superior), the editors asked members of the Arnol-
dus Family to reply to the questions below. 

 1. How do SVD Brothers and Fathers celebrate significant events of their life and faith?  

2. After your pandemic journey, how do you plan to  celebrate Christmas?

   Herewith we collected all the replies to distribute them all over the world, to each SVD 
Province, Region and Mission.
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FOREWORD

As of the writing of this article, UN WHO re-
cords 65, 257, 767 confirmed COVID 19 cases 
and 1,513, 179 deaths. The graph is rising. The 

pandemic has changed the way we live. Until now, vac-
cines are still under experimentation. It created fear 
among people. It brings certain future.

 The COVID 19 is not only a health issue. It has 
affected our social life, our economies, and our spir-
itual life. Many businesses had to close. Many people 
lost their livelihoods. In its official website, the World 
Bank writes,  “The COVID-19 pandemic has spread 
with alarming speed, infecting millions and bring-
ing economic activity to a near-standstill as countries 
imposed tight restrictions on movement to halt the 
spread of the virus.” The restrictions brought about by 
the pandemic greatly affected, especially the poor sec-
tor of our society.

 For us religious, we do our best to 
continue to do our missionary and pastoral 
activities in this time of crisis. Most of us 
are helping people who are greatly affected 
by the situation. For example, here in the 
SVD university where I am working, our SVD 
community went to different places around 
our island province to distribute goods to 
our students who are in great needs. Our 
university family also conducted several 
outreach programs not only to distribute 
food stuff, but also protective gears. 

 There is no doubt the pandemic 
caused us troubles and many challenges. 
Many people died, many are still suffer-
ing. Despite this pandemic, we see light. 
The pandemic teaches us lessons. With 
the health protocols, we are reminded of 
the importance of social discipline and or-
der. With the pandemic, many people risk 

theirlives just to help those who are directly affected 
by the virus. Heroes were made. The value of mutual 
help reemerges. Because of the limited movements 
outside, families must stay home. This gives them op-
portunity and time to be together at home. 

 Christmas is coming. Amid this darkness that 
we are experiencing, we see the light coming – Jesus. I 
believe that the Lord is journeying with us in this time 
of the pandemic. I believe that he is in control. I be-
lieve that he will turn this crisis into grace.

 May the Christmas Joy be with us always de-
spite the pandemic. We trust in the King of Kings and 
the Lord of Lords. Immanuel, God is with us. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

WE SEE THE LIGHT MY CHRISTMAS 
AT HOME

Warm greetings to all confreres from Santiago 
de Chile where I am enjoying my home leave. 
Answering the question that is proposed to 

us in this issue, I think that for many this will be a dif-
ferent Christmas celebration, especially for those who 
are in the countries most affected by COVID-19. 

   I consider myself very lucky, since the virus is under 
control in Chile, especially in the warmest regions of 
the country. In Santiago we have returned to relative 
normality, you see a lot of people in the streets, restau-
rants, shopping centers, etc. For this reason, it will be 
possible, until now, to enjoy the Christmas celebration 
in good company. I plan to celebrate Christmas with 
my family, and naturally with the confreres.

   This year I will miss the joyful and entertaining Christ-
mas celebration in Cebu City, Philippines, where all 
SVD communities and employees with their families 
gather at the Main Campus of the San Carlos Univer-
sity. The program begins with the Mass, and then the 
party continues with a delicious buffet. After this, the 

games, the prize draw, and the expected competition 
between the communities begin. Last year, the St. Jo-
seph Freinademetz community, the Brother Formation 
House, won the competition for the first time. Follow-
ing the instructions given by the organizers, we did a 
dramatization that presented Saint Arnold Janssen’s 
response to the challenges of the world. I also won a 
major prize in the raffle.

   I have not spent Christmas in Chile for several years, 
but as I recall, the confreres who live in Santiago gather 
in our beautiful compound in La Florida, and the cel-
ebration begins with Mass at sunset. Then, we eat an 
abundant appetizer, and finish with the delivery of gifts 
for the respective secret friends.

   I wish you all a heartfelt Christmas celebration, and 
hopefully 2021 will be a more prosperous one for eve-
ryone. I will remain in Chile until the Italian border 
opens. A big hug and many blessings.

Br. Carlos Ferrada (GEN)
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Br. Alfonso José Berger (BRN)
CHANGE

THE PAGE
I see that our confreres celebrate their anniversaries, 

especially that of their birth, but also the jubilees of 
vows and priestly ordination. For that, normally, a 

cake and a richer meal (grilled meat, fish, etc.) is pre-
pared.

 In our province (BRN), a message is sent to all 
the confreres by WhatsApp, notifying them of the an-
niversary of someone, so that everyone can greet him. 
Often, these celebrations begin at the liturgy (prayer / 
Mass), followed by a moment of fellowship, at a suit-
able time (in a pizzeria or restaurant, etc.).

 Other occasions that are also reasons for cele-
bration: the closing of the month dedicated to mission-
ary visits in the homes of the families of the parish or 
the end of the school year for teachers and students. 
In these celebrations, it is customary to share a plate 
of food, some sweet or snacks, along with some non-
alcoholic beverages.

 For me, in addition to the occasions mentioned 
above, I like to dedicate a longer time to prayer when, 
for example, I finish a missionary stage and go to a 
new one. That can be from one country to another, or 
within the country. I like to thank God for the experi-
ence lived there at that stage and open myself to a new 
one. For that, the image of a booklet helps me in which 
I mentally “change the page” with the beginning of a 
new stage.

 After more than nine months of quarantine, 
due to COVID-19, I feel a kind of ‘mental fatigue’ due to 
this ‘abnormal’ period that we are going through in the 
world. I look forward that Advent season, which begins 
this weekend, renews our hope for ‘better days’!

 Looking for an image that could express the 
‘solidarity incarnation’ of God in this time of pandemic, 
I found the one that I share here: Jesus, José and Ma-
ria, all wearing masks! Thus, I think that this Christmas 
I will live it in a simpler way, maintaining care against 

the pandemic, but without ceasing to help some fami-
lies in need with concrete gestures. I feel that today 
more than ever, the birth of Jesus must “illuminate” 
the dark night of humanity (Jn 1,5), afflicted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and other evils. Merry Christmas 
to everyone!

Image Credit: Mr. Crisfer Autentico
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Your request for information re celebrating signifi-
cant events has been passed-on...  Thank you for 
all you are doing to promote awareness of the 

SVD Brotherhood. Unfortunately, in Melbourne, we 
have no SVD Brothers, but we live in hope that some 
young men will answer the call to serve in this way in 
the future.

Re celebrating significant events, here in Dorish Maru 
College, where we have a small international commu-
nity of seminarians and staff, we celebrate in low-key, 
simple ways. On Friday evening we have a special Mass 

and community gathering at which any  birthdays and 
anniversaries that have occurred in the past week are 
commemorated.

This year, all our seminarians will be working through 
December and January, in farms or in factories, so we 
don’t expect to have any special SVD Christmas cel-
ebration at home. As I write this, the pandemic has 
been controlled in Australia, and we living in hope of 
no new waves of infections. We will probably be wear-
ing masks at Christmas, but we expect to be living in 
the new normal.

LOW-KEY
CELEBRATIONSFr. William Burt (AUS)

On November 1, 2020, the 30th anniversary of 
my first vow. That day is also the 25th anni-
versary of the ordination of my Brother, a Do-

minican. We have 5 persons in our first-vow class. Two 

persons are busy with their positions (one is Provincial 
Superior, the other is a parish priest), so only 3 of us 
went to Nui Cui Pilgrimage Center, Xuan Loc diocese, 
to celebrate the Thanksgiving Mass for this grace. With 

CELEBRATE WITH HEATED 
MISSIONARY ZEAL  Fr. Tanthinh Phan (VIET)
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Every year the SVD Brothers 
and Fathers come togeth-
er and celebrate significant 

events of their life and faith like 
Arnoldus Family Feast at the SVD 
Conference Centre, Nsawam Ado-
agyiri together with the Mission-
ary Sisters, Servants of the Holy 
Spirit (SSpS), and with some family 
members and friends. During this 
celebration, confreres who are 25, 
40, 50 years in vows and 50 years in 
priesthood are presented with gifts 
and congratulated for their efforts 
and hard work throughout their re-
ligious journey. SVD Brothers Day is 
also celebrated. We also celebrate 
birthdays—this celebration is done 
in our various communities and in 
parishes. In these celebrations we 
expressed our profound gratitude 
to God and the communities for ap-
preciating confreres through gifts 
and prayers. Sometimes the con-
freres go a bit overboard with the 
Happy Birthday song.   
     Within the pandemic journey, 
how do I plan to celebrate Christ-

mas? Christmas will be in Decem-
ber! That’s not news to me but I 
act as though I don’t know when 
Christmas will arrive because the 
Christmas season often catches 
me unprepared financially. This 
year is very important for me to 
plan ahead for Christmas because 
so many people are still recover-
ing from the financial impact of the 
pandemic.
       And even if I  survived the pan-
demic with no financial harm, what 
about my community members, 
family and friends who are still try-
ing to recover after losing their jobs, 
getting laid off, or having their small 
business closed down.
     I want to encourage everyone 
to avoid going into debt this Christ-
mas. Now is the right time to start 
planning so you can achieve that 
goal. I hope you will encourage oth-
ers to do the same. Many people 
don’t budget or plan for Christmas 
spending throughout the year.  
Now is the time to establish a 
budget for how much you’re going 

spend for Christmas and start put-
ting money aside. Do you want to 
put your family’s financial future at 
risk by spending money buying gifts 
for people who want or need, or do 
you have higher priorities?
If you want to make this a debt free 
Christmas, set a budget by figuring 
out how much you spent last year 
for Christmas. Be sure to include 
all costs, including travel, parties, 
special meals, gifts, decorations, 
clothes, cards, decorations, etc. 
     Let’s be realistic. Many of the 
gifts given are not used by the re-
cipient. They are tossed aside. They 
are returned for something else. 
They are donated to a non-profit 
group. In short people are spending 
money giving useless gifts. So why 
spend money on something a per-
son won’t use? 
     We have a group of very close 
friends. These are people we can 
call in the middle of the night and 
they would be at our doorstep in 
minutes with absolutely no ques-
tions asked. I am happy to say that 

LET US BE REALISTIC!
Br. Stephen Bonsu (GHA)

the ages of 3 attendees 68, 61 and 51, we are fully 
aware of the vocation and mission we are working on.

30 years, almost a third of a century, which we call the 
three decades of independence. We thank God for his 
mercy, inviting us to join the Divine Word Missionar-
ies, to be sent as his witnesses in Poland, and in our 
homeland, to serve the K'ho, Raglai ethnic minorities  
last time.

We pray that He will continue to warm up our fervent 
missionary spirit at the first days when leaving the No-
vitiate community to continue to commit to the mis-
sion, to guide for future generations to step forward 
boldly and to live faithfully to the mission to the very 
last breath.

   2. With the incarnate spirit of the Divine Word, we 
continue to enter the environments to which we are 
newly entrusted during this term (2020-2023). The 
precious experiences of consecrated life over the past 
30 years coupled with a heated missionary zeal, “for 
we are certain that there is nothing in all creation that 
will be able to separate us from the love of God which 
is ours through Christ Jesus, our Lord” (Rom 8, 39). We 
firmly believe : "You are all around me on every side, 
you protect me with your power. If I flew away beyond 
the east or lived in the farthest place in the west, you 
would be there to lead me, you would be there to help 
me”" (Ps 139, 5.9.10)
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How do SVD Brothers and Fathers celebrate sig-
nificant events of their life and faith?
I will not give you a long explanation about what 

are the important events celebrated by the SVD Fa-
thers and Brothers. I would rather straightforwardly 
give you the three common events usually celebrated 
by the religious priests and Brothers.

1. Celebration of vows and ordination (25th, 40th, 
50th, 75th) of the confreres. I’m glad and happy that 
these past years, there were always common celebra-
tions of our vows and ordination anniversaries like 
25th, 40th, and 50th    in every SVD communities.  This 
is celebrated every September 8 of the year. Note:  Un-
fortunately, there are still confreres thinking that cele-
bration of vows is intended for the Brothers only—and 
not for the priests. They are more focused on  ordina-
tion anniversaries. 

2. The Feast of Sts. Arnold Janssen and Josef Fre-
inademetz
These celebrations are not exclusive for the SVD priests 
and Brothers only.  The SVDs will involve the SSpS sis-
ters and our Lay Mission partners (Paguyuban Sover-
dia) in these two celebrations. Usually before the actu-
al date of celebration, we would have triduum together 
as one family of St. Arnold Janssen (SVD, SSpS and Lay 
Mission Partners). These two events eventually were 

celebrated by the three big communities in Ende city 
(St. Joseph, St. Conrad, St. Michael).

3. Perpetual vows celebration.
Since the celebration of the perpetual vows is always 
on the same date which is August 15, the Fratres will 
have its celebration in St. Paul Major Seminary in 
Ledalero while the Brothers in St. Conrad Formation 
House in Ende. Our Lay Mission Partners are always 
involved in this celebration as choir members togeth-
er with our seminarians. It is interesting to take note 
that for this celebration the SVD in Ende always invites 
Muslim school students (Walisanga Pesantren). These 
Muslims students would sing some songs like KASIDAH 
to emphasize the dialogue with our Brothers and sis-
ters from other religions.

2. After your pandemic journey, how do you plan 
to celebrate Christmas?

Although COVID-19 virus has not been stopped, par-
ticularly in Flores, the government has allowed the 
church to celebrate Masses even in the different ba-
sic ecclesiastical communities (BEC) provided that the 
health protocols (face mask, washing of hands, social 
distancing) should strictly be observed by everybody.
On this context, our Christmas will still be celebrated 
joyfully in our respective communities but with a lim-

FATHERS AND BROTHERS    
            TOGETHER
Br. Gabriel Wanggak (IDE)

none of us buy each other Christ-
mas gifts. While birthdays and holi-
days are a reason to celebrate, we 
would much rather celebrate by 
inviting friends over for a nice din-
ner instead of spending hundreds 
of Cedis (the money in Ghana) on 
gifts. 
      What is really important at 
Christmas is the gift of God Made 
Man, not all of the toys and clothes 
and electronics we buy for each 
other. It’s important to have special 
times with the family. The only gift 

anyone really needs at Christmas is 
the Baby Jesus. 
        It may be safest to skip this 
year’s family Christmas gathering 
if possible, public-health experts 
say — but the decision is a personal 
one, and there are ways to minimize 
the risk of COVID-19 transmission. 
Unfortunately, the happiness we 
crave — eating, drinking and sing-
ing together in a cozy room are 
among the highest-risk scenarios 
for transmitting COVID-19. I am 
very optimistic that things will be 

different next year, and we can give 
up this year as an act of charity to 
our friends, family and community.
Holidays typically attract large gath-
erings, which tend to be associated 
with higher COVID-19 transmission 
levels, Always wear a mask around 
people you don’t live with, and 
wear a mask indoors at all times. 
Removing your mask to eat or drink 
while talking immediately becomes 
a high-risk situation, do so in a way 
that minimizes close interaction 
with folks outside your household. 
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ited number of people who join. We should not give 
way to COVID19 but rather we have to conquer this 
deathly virus with our faith in God by preparing our-
selves spiritually so that this Christmas celebration 
will be meaningful, significant and momentous. The 
Church is very supportive and pledges to follow all the 
rules and regulations required by the local and the na-
tional government. 
 
1. How do SVD Brothers and Fathers celebrate 
significant events of their life and Faith?
The events and faith celebrations are part of human 
life. In the modern and fast changing world where we 
live, the events and faith celebrations keep increasing 
day by day.  India is a country blessed with many reli-
gions, cultures, languages, customs, colorful celebra-
tions and so on.  Since man is a social being, occasion-
ally we adopt our neighbors’ meaningful social and 
faith celebrations to share our solidarity and friendship 
with them by maintaining our religious identity and 
faith. This helps us to live peacefully and harmoniously 
with our neighbors.  
We, SVD Brothers and Fathers normally celebrate our 
faith and community events through daily common 
prayers and Eucharist, regular Bible sharing, retreat, 
recollection and so on.  The main significant religious 

events such as Christmas, Holy Week, Easter, Founda-
tion Day of our society, our Founder’s feast are very 
solemnly celebrated together. We also significantly 
celebrate the confreres’ Vows, Ordination, Birthdays, 
Silver Jubilees and Golden Jubilees of vows and ordina-
tion, in each community and at provincial level. 
2. After your pandemic Journey how do you plan 
to celebrate Christmas?
Actually, Christmas is very close and it is already time 
to start the preparation to welcome Jesus among us 
and celebrate it meaningfully. I still hope that soon the 
COVID-19 pandemic will decrease/ or disappear from 
the face of the earth. Usually, we start the spiritual 
preparations from the first week of December in par-
ticipating in special prayers, retreats, recollections, the 
sacrament of reconciliation, novenas, decorating the 
parish church, religious houses, making Crib and so on. 
We also used to visit our neighbors, relatives and ex-
change gifts and so on. At present it looks such partici-
pations and participations may not be possible due to 
COVID-19 pandemic. If the present situation persists, 
we may have to review my personal and our religious 
community level preparations and celebrate Christmas 
meaningfully.  

We come together to celebrate birthdays 
every month in community. This is a good 
way to celebrate and recognize each person 

gift to the Arnoldus Family. Also, in the past in some 
provinces we celebrated as a Province the members' 
anniversary of vows/ordination. Now, we celebrate it 
locally, which is a good way.

I do not think that "after COVID" applies to Christmas 
2020 here or throughout the SVD world because the 
pandemic will still be going on into 2021. For this year 
it will be different because of the restrictions but we 
will try our best to celebrate the new birth of Jesus. 
Celebrating in the SVD community will be a special 
one among ourselves only.  Hopefully 2021 and next 
Christmas we can celebrate this more with family and 
friends.

THE RESTRICTIONS
Br. Mike Decker (USC)

Image Credit: Br. Mark Paglicawan
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How do SVD Brothers and Fathers celebrate sig-
nificant events of their life and Faith?
The events and faith celebrations are part of hu-

man life. In the modern and fast changing world where 
we live, the events and faith celebrations keep increas-
ing day by day.  India is a country blessed with many 
religions, cultures, languages, customs, colorful cel-
ebrations and so on.  Since man is a social being, occa-
sionally we adopt our neighbors’ meaningful social and 
faith celebrations to share our solidarity and friendship 
with them by maintaining our religious identity and 
faith. This helps us to live peacefully and harmoniously 
with our neighbors.  
We, SVD Brothers and Fathers normally celebrate our 
faith and community events through daily common 
prayers and Eucharist, regular Bible sharing, retreat, 
recollection and so on.  The main significant religious 
events such as Christmas, Holy Week, Easter, Founda-
tion Day of our society, our Founder’s feast are very 
solemnly celebrated together. We also significantly 
celebrate the confreres’ Vows, Ordination, Birthdays, 

Silver Jubilees and Golden Jubilees of vows and ordina-
tion, in each community and at provincial level. 
2. After your pandemic Journey how do you plan 
to celebrate Christmas?
Actually, Christmas is very close and it is already time 
to start the preparation to welcome Jesus among us 
and celebrate it meaningfully. I still hope that soon the 
COVID-19 pandemic will decrease/ or disappear from 
the face of the earth. Usually, we start the spiritual 
preparations from the first week of December in par-
ticipating in special prayers, retreats, recollections, the 
sacrament of reconciliation, novenas, decorating the 
parish church, religious houses, making Crib and so on. 
We also used to visit our neighbors, relatives and ex-
change gifts and so on. At present it looks such partici-
pations and participations may not be possible due to 
COVID-19 pandemic. If the present situation persists, 
we may have to review my personal and our religious 
community level preparations and celebrate Christmas 
meaningfully.  

PREPARE YOURSELF!
Br. Sathiyanesan Swaminathan (INM)

Image Credit: Br. Mark Paglicawan
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1. How do SVD Brothers and Fathers celebrate?

In my journey as an SVD religious, there were many 
happy and touched expericences in my life. Certain-
ly the spirit of St. Arnold Janssen and Joseph Feri-

nademetz always becomes the basic spirit in doing all  
these. For me, doing mission by following the good ex-
ample of  their life brings happiness  for me. Mission  
animation,  communication, biblical apostolate and 
JPIC always become the guiding and foundation crite-
rion for me, to live this religious life as an SVD Frater 
in perpetual vows.  Without complaining, I am always 
consistent with the life that I am living as a religious 
SVD. Grounded on my talents and abilities, I always try 
my best to develop and enhance  my spirit  of service  
according to the characteristic of our congregation and 
obviously our constitutions.
Faith which is the basic foundation of our Christian 
life, certainly  becomes the weapon in doing our mis-
sion for the Kingdom of God by welcoming all the ne-
glected, least, lost,  poor and marginalized  people. By 
following the the health protocol  in the midst of this 
COVID 19 pandemic, I always do my mission with these 
people. Aside from doing my office work,  in the  his-
tory and cultural museum: Bikon Blewut, Ledalero, I 
am doing my pastoral work  in the parish by mission in 
pastoral care, visiting old folks and give the Holy Com-
munion for the sick. Added to this, I also celebrate the 
Liturgy of the Word for thanksgiving, the dead and the 
like. Certainly, all these pastoral works and services are 
done according the rules and regulations of the dioces-
es and health protocol (facemask, washing of hands, 
and social distancing). Being with the people in our 
service certainly has risk in spreading the corona virus  
and threaten to my health  and people aroung me yet 
my  strong faith in Jesus Christ encourage me to have a 
full trust in serving the God and His people.
     

2. After your pandemic journey, can you still cel-
ebrate Christmas?

The Covid19 virus has been spreading all over Indone-
sia and even reached to the far flung of this country. All 
the rules and regulations from the government have 
been released to all the citizens by the authorities. This 
was done to address the safety of our people from this 
dangerous COVID-19 pandemic. Then, how would we 
develop our faith? In this time of crisis, definitely our 
faith is being tested. How far is our perseverance to 
face this threatening virus? Do I still celebrate Christ-
mas in the middle of COVID 19 pandemic? Then my 
answer is obviously yes, we should continue celebrat-
ing it, no matter what!
The first and foremost of my indispensable reason to 
celebrate our Christmas in the midst of this pandemic 
is faith. I believe that God wants all these things hap-
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 CHRISTMAS IN FAITH
Frt. Dale Hikon Viktorinus (IDE)
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Loving regards to you and the community. Thanks 
for the mail with meaningful points to reflect on. 
I'm here after a long silence, Please don't mind. 

Coming to the first point, how do we celebrate the sig-
nificant events of our life as SVD Brothers and Fathers? 
Any celebration whether it is big  or small, there is a 
family spirit within the group or gathering. Such events 
always begin with meaningful prayers and reflections 
based on our spirituality & charism. We do feel proud 
of it whenever we have a chance to share and care 
with brotherly love and affection. What I experience is, 
there is a beautiful feeling in the province level, with-
out making the celebration lavish and grand in terms 
of expense, but moderate and still enjoyable to the 
fullest. Family Spirit is the main value and that remains 
alive in all events. 

Second, the PANDEMIC JOURNEY and the celebration 
of forthcoming  CHRISTMAS.
My God.... on 3rd October I had an antigen test of 
COVID which proved positive. Thus I was admitted 

to the hospital for 9 days, and 8 more days in home 
quarantine. On 20th October I had a follow up test and 
it proved negative. What a relief, I felt so happy and 
relaxed. As I reached back from the hospital, the first 
thing I did was that I  picked up the rosary and prayed 
for everyone who wished and prayed for my speedy 
recovery and well being. This was and is one of my best 
prayers that I offered to Mother Mary. Till today I do 
the same, it gives me immense pleasure and joy. The 
big plus point of being in the school apostolate is that 
the entire school faculty prays for you, loving and gen-
uine prayers poured from all the religions...... WHAT 
A BLESSING. I am immensely grateful to everyone for 
their prayerful support.. Well, Christmas is coming and  
this is what I'm eagerly waiting for to offer, my new life 
to Baby Jesus on the day of CHRISTMAS. 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND BLESSED NEW YEAR TO AR-
NOLDUS FAMILY.           

MY TEST WAS POSITIVE
Br. Mukt Lal Ekka (INE)

pened on this earth including this corona virus. The 
condition of corona virus which is menacing the soul 
of people worldwide guides myself to be more care-
ful and bring me closer to God. The more you become 
closer to God and begging the salvation from Him, it is 
obviously God will protect you from harm. Our life and 
death is being determined by God and in his hand. Eve-
rything depends on how we live our life. Regarding the 
corona virus, it depends on us how we follow all the 
health protocols set before us by the government. In 
the context of proclaiming the Kingdom of God should 
be continued. How about with Christmas celebration?  
Yes, we celebrate it. The coming of Christ should be 

celebrated with strict observation of our health pro-
tocol. Our heart should be the manger for the coming 
of Christ.
One thing that cannot be avoided during the yuletide 
season is that the experience of Catholic faithful in this 
pandemic will be different from the previous Christ-
mas. However, the spirit of Christmas should remain 
the same w should welcome it enthusiastically in our 
heart. Therefore, Christmas should be celebrated joy-
fully to welcome the Savior of the World who saves 
us from the threats of death including the fearsome 
COID-19 pandemic.

Image Credit: www.technologynetworks.com



JESUS, ttttttttt4ttSfasfgdjrtttasdathe INCARNATE WORD
            December 2020   volume 1 issue 2

JESUS, ttttttttt4ttSfasfgdjrtttasdathe INCARNATE WORD
            December 2020   volume 1 issue 2

12  Page

1. How do SVD Brothers and Fathers celebrate significant events of their life and faith?
2. After your pandemic journey, how do you plan to celebrate Christmas?
                 

I noticed that the SVDs normally celebrate feast days and significant occasions of the Society every year. Here in 
our school, we have found ourselves unable to go out as a group to celebrate or have a community outing due 
to the restrictions brought about by COVID-19 pandemic. However, the regularity of community prayer and 

Mass is such a blissful and unifying experience for us. 

 The SSpS sisters who collaborate with us in the education ministry at Liceo del Verbo Divino and at Saint 
Arnold Janssen College, Tacloban City, have decided to regularly join us during our daily Eucharistic celebration 
starting last March. They have helped us by introducing new songs, play the guitar, and do the readings at Mass. 
Also, we managed to have a once a month bible sharing and followed by adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 
After the Sunday morning Mass, we make sure that we have our breakfast together. Our bonding activities also 
include a relaxing recreation by playing badminton twice a month. Aside from having a joint Advent recollection, 
we are also looking forward to celebrating the season with gift-giving and outreach activities this December. The 
pandemic may have prevented us from doing many of our daily activities; however, it has not stopped the SVDs 
and SSpS sisters to create opportunities and to get to know each other more deeply.

SVD AND SSPS TOGETHER
Br. Darwin Loro (PHS)

Image Credit: Br. Darwin Loro
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How do SVD Brothers and Fathers celebrate significant 
events of their lives and faith?

In the lives of SVD Brothers and Fathers the signifi-
cant events are celebrated very meaningfully. We try 
to make very solemn, memorable. They begin with 

thanking and praising God for having given us the Soci-
ety of the Divine Word. Special prayers are being organ-
ized followed by the Holy Eucharistic Celebration. They 
are being honoured in different ways like speaking out 
their positive qualities. Their loved ones are invited to 
share their joy with them. Sometimes the cultural pro-
grammes are being put up based on the lives of the 
persons or the contributions they had done in their re

spective fields. Some of the Brothers and Fathers might 
also go through the very hard realities but due to their 
deep faith in God, they might be able to face the hard-
ships and challenges. But at the end when we reflect 
back, the ups and downs in the lives, we feel great sat-
isfactions and joy that due to Divine Providence things 
appear to be enjoyable and quite encouraging.

2. After your pandemic journey, how do you plan 
to celebrate Christmas?

“I will honour Christmas in my heart and try to keep it 
all through the year”. BY Charles Dicken
A time of celebration where we all welcome Baby Jesus 
in our hearts and try to start a new journey of our lives 
every year.

Christmas is a time of enjoyment and happiness for 
the entire world. Christmas is a special day spent in the 
warm aired of family, friends and relatives.
But I must say this year everything has been changed 

due to COVID-19 Pandemic. I 
still remember the days when I 
had been isolated myself in my 
room for 21 days. Eating, sleep-
ing, moving and making sure 
that I keep hydrated were the 
boiling blocks of life. That was 
not an easy task. And after that 
I have totally changed myself 
with new ideas and thoughts of 
celebrating Christmas this year 
with my near and dear ones in 
a very simple but more spir-
itual way of celebrations. Thus 
I would give more importance 
to be with the Lord. Festival is 
a time of coming together but 
this year it is going to be differ-
ent because there is no shak-
ing of hands while greeting one 
another. Coming together but 
keeping the social distance and 
mask on the mouth, sanitizing 

oneself and others, means to be safe.

And if God’s plan is something different and everything 
goes well, there may be a vaccine in place against 
COVID by then, and if the pandemic itself may have 
entered a declining phase, then this Christmas would 
be full of God’s grace, love and care.

THE DAYS WHEN
I HAD TO ISOLATE MYSELFKishore Tigga (INC) 

Image Credit: Br. Mark Paglicawan
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Greetings from Minamisouma city, Fukushima Prefecture, Japan.  I deeply apologize for the years I not par-
ticipated in the SVD Brothers Forum. 

   1. SVD Brothers and Fathers celebrate significant events in life and faith, the community’s spiritual activities, 
faithful daily morning prayers, Masses, evening prayers, recollections, retreats. They celebrate the Founder’s 
death anniversary, the Society’s Birthday, the confreres` vows and priesthood anniversary. Personal prayers is 
highly observed. 

    2.  We don`t know when this COVID19 Pandemic will end. This year I will celebrate Christmas at the Haramachi 
Parish in Fukushima. Since Last July I work for the Caritas Minamisouma in Fukushima and live in the Parish 
House of Haramachi Parish. Haramachi Parish is belong to Sendai Diocese and cares for its parishioners. 

CELEBRATION WITH PRAYERS
Br. Justin Mau Bau  (JPN)

How do Brothers and Fathers celebrate significant 
events of life and faith? The Pandemic made 
an important change in our lives, in our daily 

actions, in our way of living and participating in our 
Church, community and in the San José Freinademetz 
Seminary, Guadalajara, Mexico. Pain, and compassion 
of the Church for the devastation in Mexico and in LA, 
especially, in our closest environment. 

   Celebrations are still important, even in a pandemic. 
Despite face-to-face events postponed indefinitely and 
many schools closed for the rest of the school year, in 
a way, celebrations are needed now more than ever 
to lift the spirits of trainees and give them hope for a 
brighter tomorrow. We meet in the mornings to cel-
ebrate the lauds and the Masses, moreover in the af-
ternoons the vespers and the completorium. During 
the day we follow online classes, dedicate time to do 
homework and personal study. We also do other ac-
tivities scheduled in the semester. We celebrate the 
important moments of our life in community, united 
in prayer and in deep communion with the community 
before these events. We are immersed in the commu-

nity, we enjoy and thank the Triune God. Our faith life 
is celebrated with resounding joy and great focus on 
prayer. On occasions and on important holidays we 
broadcast the Masses and holy hours on social media. 

   2. After your pandemic experience, how do you plan 
to celebrate Christmas? Our philosophy students will 
go home to share Christmas and New Year with their 
loved ones and family. Brother Alberto and I will stay 
here in the seminary. I think, this Christmas will be dif-
ferent from other Christmases. It will be a moment 
of reflection, silence and sharing of our personal ex-
periences. We will value more the opportunity of liv-
ing together more closely and making the most of it 
to reflect on the birth of the Word in these pandemic 
circumstances. It will therefore undoubtedly be an op-
portune moment to continue strengthening the bonds 
of love in the community. The present Advent is a time 
of hope in this pandemic when we face with fear, de-
spair, frustration and boredom. May we all make it to 
Christmas with a strengthened and renewed faith in 
God during this time of grace. Merry Christmas and 
Happy 2021.

Fr. Eduardo Machado (MEX)

THANKS!
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How do SVD Brothers and Fathers celebrate significant events of their life and faith?

Anniversaries are opportunities to spend the day in a quiet and prayerful gratitude for the grace of per-
severance. For more public occasions in my environment the celebration usually includes a Mass and a 
festive meal with brief speeches of appreciation from the confreres and  an expression of gratitude from 

the person marking the occasion. Sometimes, more significant jubilees include story telling about the life of the 
confrere, his ups and downs and especially the more humorous moments.

   After your pandemic journey, how do you plan to  celebrate Christmas? So far Papua New-Guinea has not been 
greatly affected and we expect to celebrate much the same as usual.

CELEBRATIONS INCLUDE STORYTELLING
Archbishop Douglas Young (PNG)

Thank you for the Forum. It serves to form me in the religious missionary life. 

Fr. Jimmy Owusu (CHI)

Image Credit: Br. Mark Paglicawan
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    As human beings we celebrate- we are homo festi-
vus. This is a part of our belongingness to each other. 
It is a way of giving and receiving in love from others 
in joy and affirmation. No one is just for himself/her-
self. We do not exist in isolation. We are essentially a 
relational being. We cannot live except in connected-
ness with everything around us. As an organism we are 
mutually influencing each other. So we celebrate birth-
days, anniversaries etc.

   Many of my birthday celebrations were spent in for-
mation communities. It starts with an early serenade 
at a cool morning. Then there is special food with a 
program. Part of it the giving of eulogy—a tribute to 
the celebrator on how he is vis-à-vis the community. 
When this  comes I asked myself being a formator: “Do 
seminarians loved me, do I loved them  in return?” But 
at the end I was always careful not to live 
based on their praises and adulation. Be 
aware of any attachment. As a formator, I 
need to be always humble.

   My silver jubilee of my vows was also 
a moment to remember. My family, con-
freres, and friends from faraway attend-
ed. My mother mastered all her courage 
to led a prayer in the cultural program. 
I was amazed. A confrere provided me 
a big paschal candle which was difficult 
to hold on. But I managed until the end 
of the ceremony. My visitors stayed for 
awhile thereby an opportunity for shar-
ing. I brought them also to the tourist 
spots of Mindoro. Days then after they 
were gone. Truly that was special.

   Another unforgettable celebration of my 
life was the book launching here in Christ 
the King College Mission Seminary Some 
classes were suspended just to attend the 
occasion. Father Rector and some semi-
narians paid a tribute to the book that I 
wrote entitled “Wholeness in Becoming a 
Brother.” My cousin from abroad attend-

ed. I signed up the book that I gave it to her. The occa-
sion excites me saying to myself: “I will write again.” At 
present, I am writing my third book.

   Joy, affirmation and encouragement are inevitable 
result in celebration. No doubt it can deepen us spiritu-
ally. Because inherent to our nature is the knowledge 
that when we abide to spiritual and belongingness 
laws we will  have a contented and meaningful life as a 
religious missionary.

   After the pandemic, I plan to have a family Christ-
mas reunion. For the family is our roots and wings of 
our personhood. What we are is because of them and 
what we become is our gift to others and to God. God 
is the one who inspired all these celebrations. Because 
indeed, we belong to each other.

Br. Eugenio Orog (PHC)
CELEBRATION AND BELONGINGNESS
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Dear Confreres, 

Peace! 

Thank you for reading and contributing to this issue. The next issue will be published in 
March 2021. The guide questions will reach you on January 31, 2021. 
 
For the meantime, you can write comments on the present issue and/or suggest top-
ics for the coming issues. We will be very happy to publish your insights. Moreover, we 
would deeply appreciate it if you could also attach some photos of you as you send us 
your articles. 

Please, do send your comments and suggestions to one of these email addresses: lanyi.
svd@gmail.com or svd_Brothersphil15@yahoo.com. 

You can write in any of the following languages: English, Spanish, Bahasa Indonesia, Ger-
man, and Polish. 

May we all have a blessed Christmas and a healthy and meaningful 2021.

In the Divine Word,

Your SVD Brothers in Cebu City

Image Credit: Br. Mark Paglicawan
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