
January 13-18, 
2008 is National 
Vocation Awareness 
Week. Do you 
have ideas on how 
you can promote 
vocations during 
this week? Share 
your ideas with 
Len Uhal and have 
them highlighted 
in an upcoming 
issue of Spotlight on 
Vocations.

October 2007 
Volume 1   Number 4

Campus visitors pose outside Divine Word College 
with Frs. Michael Long Vu and Tom Ascheman.

Do you know a 
young man who 
would make a good 
SVD? Have you 
invited him to think 
about religious 
life? Contact the 
Vocation office with 
referrals!

Click here to visit 
the DWC website

Dan Bauer, SVD 
is featured on the 
Vocation Office 
website. Full article

•	 Ms. Emily Embree, an ESL teacher at Divine Word College, was surfing the 
internet	several	times	this	past	month.		She	noticed	that	the	link	to	the	SVD	Vocation	
Office website on www.vocations.com was not working.  She contacted Len Uhal	
who contacted the webmaster for that page and had the link corrected.  Emily also 
discovered a similar situation on another website; and still with another site found the 
SVD was not listed at all.  With today’s youth, being on multiple listings on various 
websites is important.

•	 Fr. Stephan Brown requested SVD vocation literature from the Vocation Office for his 
new ministry at St. Leo University as Campus Ministry Director.  Debby McDermott	
from the Vocation Office forwarded information to Fr. Stephan as well as to seven 
other places this past month.  Almost every week, the Vocation Office sends out requested information to 
parishes,	high	schools	and	college	campuses.

•	 Len Uhal wrote to the four SSpSAP Houses in the USA and requested prayers from our Sisters for 
vocations.  Response letters have been received promising prayers for our vocation ministry.

•	 Bro. Don Champagne,	Fr. Joe Dang	and	Sr. Maureen Casey, SND,	have	agreed	to	organize	a	
discernment retreat at Miramar Retreat Center next fall.  A one day program focused on discernment will 
help young men learn more about the SVD and may lead them to apply for admission to our seminary.

• Over 500 candidates listed as “active” and “positive” in the alumni database received a copy of an e-
newsletter this past month and a copy of the summer issue of Divine Word Missionary Magazine.

• Weekly Noon Hour prayers started at Divine Word College this past month with vocations as the prayer 
intention.  Every Tuesday from 12:30 PM to 12:45 PM prayer will be offered in the main chapel.  Thank 
you to Frs. Bob Mertes,	Walter Bunofsky	and	Bill Shea for leading prayer this past month.  Other SVDs 
and supporters are encouraged to say a short prayer for vocations at 12:30 PM every Tuesday and be in 
solidarity with those at the College.

•	 Vocation	Director	Fr. Michael Long Vu presided at a Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes in Houston, TX with 
approximately 175 teens present.  Most were enrolled in the confirmation class at the parish.  They were 
very receptive to his visit!

•	 Vocation	Director	Fr. Binh Nguyen	offered	
a retreat in Tacoma, WA for a parish’s 
Eucharistic	Youth	Group.		He	also	visited	
with a religious sister who works with youth 
and	discussed	our	formation	program	for	men	
interested	in	religious	life.

• Six young men visited Techny and Epworth 
in September.  Come and See visits are 	
important	as	candidates	continue	to	discern	
God’s call in their lives.  We have at least 
six men planned for October and more for 
November.

Ms. Emily Embree


