
May 2008
Volume 1   Number 11

Frs. Peter De Vo and Thanh Van Nguyen were guest speakers at a Vietnamese
Eucharistic Group training program in Lansing, MI, for a group of 110 partici-
pants from 20 different parishes.  Vocation Director Fr. Binh Nguyen reported
that the theme of the program was on Eucharist and the Liturgy.  Fr. Binh
indicated that Frs. Peter De and Thanh’s presentations helped participants
deepen their faith by increasing their knowledge of the Eucharist and the
Liturgy.  Their presentations were well received.

Fr. Binh Nguyen was also in Silver Springs, MD, this past month visiting Our
Lady of Vietnam Parish.  He spoke with a group of 40 youth preparing for
Confirmation.  He also had a chance to visit with their parents.

After six years of vocation ministry, Fr. Binh Nguyen is moving on to new a new ministry.  We appreci-
ate his years of service to the Vocation Office and wish him well in his new service to God’s people.

All Vocation Directors met at the Divine Word Residence in Riverside, CA, April 7-10.  We are most
grateful to Fr. Provincial Joe Miller, Fr. Rector Joe Scott, and the entire Riverside Community and
members of the USW for their hospitality.  We had an opportunity to meet with several USW members
and talk about vocations and different strategies
to increase vocations to the Society.  Our visits to
Queen of Angels with Fr. Briccio Tamoro, with
Fr. Mike Manning and Bro. Sever Pardy at
Wordnet, and with Fr. Al Jenkins at Our Lady of
the Rosary Cathedral also provided opportunities
to keep the topic of vocations on the forefront of
everyone’s mind.  We specifically talked about
the importance presenting information on
religious vocations to youth groups and Confir-
mation classes with emphasis on providing
service opportunities.  We also discussed
increasing the role of laity in vocation ministry by establishing parish “vocation committees.”

Following the vocation directors’ meeting at Riverside, Fr. Tony Romo visited St. John Chrysostom
Parish in Inglewood, CA.  He preached at six Masses and also offered a talk to 300 youth in the parish.
Unfortunately for the youth, Fr. Tony’s computer and projector were not working.  Therefore, they had
to listen to Fr. Tony’s presentation without the aid of his Power Point Presentation!

Ms. Sandy Wilgenbush hosted a Confirmation class of 45 students from New Hampton, IA, at Divine
Word College.  They joined the community for Mass, Brunch and received a tour of the seminary while
seminarians shared with them their vocation stories.

Fr. Tom James contacted the Vocation Office and invited the vocation directors to the Archbishop
James Lyke Conference sponsored by Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in Lafayette, LA.  The vocation
office will sponsor a vocation booth at the conference during July and join other SVDs who are present-
ing at the conference:  Frs. Urey Mark, Chester Smith, Darrell Kelly and Charles Smith.

We are still in need of
stories!  Short articles
about your ministry and/
or your vocation are
needed.  Please e-mail
the vocation office.

Fr. Ed Herberger is
featured on the Vocation
Office website.  Click
here.

When was the last time
you asked a young man
if he was interested in a
religious vocation?
Click here to make a
referral.
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