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A Mission Experience Trip to
Jamaica took place in May.  Fr.
Tony Romo accompanied the group
to Jamaica where the SVD Commu-
nity at Our Lady of the Assumption
Parish hosted the group, including
Bro. Bernie Spitzley, Fr. Walter
Mendonca, and Fr. Zbigniew
Orlikowski.  Two instructors from
Divine Word College in Epworth and
a parishioner from St. Paul the
Apostle in Baton Rouge participated
in the mission experience.

Newly ordained Fr. Joseph Chau Nguyen and Frts. Linh Pham and Tuan Mai are assist-
ing the Vocation Office this summer.  They will be traveling around together promoting voca-
tions to the SVD.  Linh and Tuan recently reported that they visited a young Hispanic man in
Michigan and are now heading to New York to attend a gathering with 130 people in training
as leaders in the Vietnamese Eucharistic Group.

Vocation Office support staff, Ms. Patti McDermott and Ms. Debby McDermott, coordi-
nated three mailings this month.  Divine Word Missionary Magazines were sent to all active
candidates in the Vocation Office database (a few more than 500), to all campus ministers in
Catholic high schools in the USA, and to members of the Catholic Campus Ministry Associa-
tion (CCMA).  Keeping the mission message in front of candidates and possible referral
sources is important, and the publication by the Mission Office does a great job of sharing the
mission message.

Vocation Director Len Uhal recently promoted vocations in Iowa and Nebraska when he
visited Bishop Heelan High School and Briar Cliff University in Sioux City, Iowa and Wayne
State College in Nebraska.  He also visited with a religious sister in Omaha who works with
the Sudanese Community there.  As she learns more about the SVD and Divine Word College,
she may be in a position to refer students to us.  Len also visited Xavier High School in Cedar
Rapids to give a presentation on mission animation.

Fr. Alexander Rodlach, an SVD teaching at Creighton University, contacted Fr. Mike
Hutchins and Len Uhal about the possibility of reaching out to the Sudanese Community in
Omaha and promoting vocations.  It is very helpful when SVDs can find time in their regular
schedule of ministries to promote vocations.

All the Vocation Directors were busy this past month promoting vocations.  Fr. Michael
Long Vu was in Minneapolis and Portland.  Fr. Trung Mai was in Kansas City, Chicago and
Le Monte, CA.  As mentioned above, Fr. Tony Romo was in Jamaica and also attended a
workshop centered on psychosexual development with men interested in religious life.

Divine Word College
Graduation.  Click here.

We are still in need of
stories!  Short articles
about your ministry and/
or your vocation are
needed.  Please e-mail
the vocation office.

Bishop Terry Steib is
featured on the Vocation
Office website.
Click here.

When was the last time
you asked a young man if
he was interested in a re-
ligious vocation?  Click
here to make a referral.
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