
RIP

19/01/2013

KULLU, Robert Peter 
[Tunmura, Rourkela, 29 55 57 63 **]

Br. Emmanuel Bilung informed that Br. Peter Kullu is 
no more. He was on holidays. He collapsed at home 

(Odisha) and he was taken to the local hospital 
where doctors declared him dead. More news about 

his  funeral will be informed to you later.

May he rest in peace.

 15/05/1929 - 19/01/2013

Br. Peter Robert Kullu SVD is no more



Information

Br. Peter Robert Kullu SVD passed away on 19 January 2013 
at Tunmura, Odisha.

Body of Br. Peter Kullu SVD has arrived from Odisha this 
morning and is kept in the Mortuary.

Funeral Mass is at 10.30 am at Catholic Ashram Palda on 
Tuesday 22nd January 2013.

All are welcome to pay him last respects.

Br. Raju Soosai

For the Provincial House
St. Arnold's Seva Sadan, Indore



Br. Peter Robert Kullu SVD
Silent and dedicated life:

15/05/1929 – 19/01/2013

The balding man sitting before his monotype keyboard or 
hot metal casting machine, breathing in continuously day 
in and day out may go unnoticed as one of the lay working 
staff of Sat Prachar Press but this short plump and chubby 
83 year  old  “young man”  in  working clothes,  was none 
other than our Br. Peter Robert Kullu SVD. 

In  1982,  he  had earned triple  silvers  by completing  25 
years  as  a  dedicated  religious  missionary,  working  25 
years continuously in the same job at the press and using 
the same monotype machine for 25 years.

It is a credit to his skill and expertise that both he and the 
machine were in great form, serving the people of Indore 
far  and wide.  If  anyone  cares  to  take statistics,  he  will 
learn that during those 25 years, Brother Peter had typed thousands and thousands of  
miles of lines of matter on his Monotype keyboard and transformed them into readable 
types for hundreds of books, magazines, pamphlets and news releases.

Peter Kullu was born on May 15, 1929 at Tunmura Village of Majhapara parish. He was 
baptized and given the name, Robert on June 2, 1929. His parents Samuel Gaddia 
Kullu and Johanni Ludhi migrated to Karlakkaman of Amblikkaman parish in northern 
Odisha. He was the eldest of three brothers one of whom died at an early age. He 
completed  his  primary  school  at  Kesramal.  He  was  already  thinking  of  joining  the 
Society  of  the  Divine  Word  while  studying  in  the  seventh  standard  but  Peter 
discontinued his studies after completing the 10th Standard for the next three years. 
During that time, he not only worked on the family farm, but also engaged himself as a  
teacher and catechist for the village children. It was while serving as a catechist, he  
seriously began to consider the religious vocation.

Heeding the call for religious missionary life and encouraged by his uncle, Peter joined 
the SVD at Palda in 1954. He made his first vows on December 21, 1957 and perpetual  
vows on December 21, 1963 at Catholic Ashram, Palda. However, already as a brother 
candidate, Peter along with other Brothers walked all the way from Palda to Press to be 
on time for the work in the press. Thus, he walked for three years from Palda to Press 
until he was appointed to reside in the press community in 1958.

Besides  his  practical  training,  Peter  spent  three  months  in  Calcutta  in  a  private 
Monotype  company  to  become  proficient  in  his  trade.  He  gradually  continued  his 
academic  studies  along  with  the  eight  hours  daily  work  in  the  press.  In  1976  the 



University  of  Indore  conferred  on  him  Master  of  Arts  Degree  in  History.  He  had 
mastered Hindi and English well since working with monotype.

Peter shifted easily from being a monotypist to being a Binder in 1994 when the press 
shifted  its  activities  to  new technologies  and  discontinued  Letter-press  printing.  He 
continued to work in this department up to 2002 but in then, he felt it was high time, he 
got a change to do actual missionary work with the people rather than with machines. 
His old interest as a catechist was revived when he was appointed to assist at Catholic 
Church,  Dhar,  Indore  Diocese.  For  the  next  four  years,  he  spent  fruitfully  at  Dhar 
evangelizing the young and the old together with Fr. Pius Lakra SVD, who gratefully 
cherishes his company even now. By now, his health was failing and so, he returned to 
Sat Prachar Press, once again to work in the Binding Department, where he continued 
to work till he left for annual holidays.

Shortly before Christmas, he left for home holidays from Sat Prachar Press. It was while 
enjoying his  holidays at  home, Peter  collapsed at  Tunmura,  Odisha with  a massive 
heart attack. He was rushed to local hospital but doctors there declared him brought 
dead.  His home leave turned to  be eternal  home leave.  In  that  sense,  he is  really 
blessed and his dear and near ones are blessed to have seen him at the time of his 
eternal  departure.  His  body was  brought  from Odisha by Ambulance and buried  at 
Catholic Ashram Palda.

Asked whether he ever got tired of his job and looked for something for a change, Peter  
unfolded his philosophy of life. He said that he wanted a change, and longed to work in  
Sambalpur but he had realized the need and his usefulness to the press; and so has 
worked ever since in the press. Peter was always willing to serve rather than hold on to 
office.  He  wrote  to  the  Provincial  and  his  Councillors  in  September  3,  1984  the 
following: “In the last letter I mentioned about the change of superior of the Press. Not 
finding any reply of this, I again send my petition forward for the change of superior in 
the press. As you all know everyone likes to have little bit of change in the community 
when the term is over so that with the new leadership community may see new horizon 
and hope for the better, I will wholeheartedly support my superior whoever comes next”.  
Eight  hours  of  press  work  did  not  end  his  day’s  work.  While  being  the  Praeses 
(Superior)  of  Sat  Prachar  Press  community,  his  evening  was  spent  shopping  the 
needed items for the house. He also spent his leisure hours counseling and guiding 
several young people who came to him regularly for advice. 

No  doubt,  the  Peter  played  an  important  role  in  the  running  of  the  press  and  the  
community at Sat Prachar Press. Peter was quiet, industrious and prayerful person. He 
was always naturally shy and went about doing his work silently and yet as efficiently as 
possible. This was in keeping with his values regarding the work. According to him “the 
nature of job does not matter, whether it is small or big. What matters most is how you  
do your job”. 

Br. Raju Soosai SVD and Fr. Clarence Srambical SVD
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