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Bishop Thomas Dabre, former Chairman, CCBI Commission for the Promotion of SCC 
 
Joseph Coração de Jesus 
Dias (fondly called Fr. Joe) 
was born on January 8, 1958 
at Malad, Mumbai as the 
fourth child of late Mr. 
Assis and late Mrs. Julieta 
Dias. After his primary 
schooling in Mumbai, he 
did his high school in Goa 
and joined the SVD at Raia, 
Goa in 1975 and  did his 
pre-degree course there. 
During his initial formation 
in the SVD, he did his B. 
Com. studies at St.  College, 
Mysore. He did his novitiate at Khurda 
(1981-82) and made his first profession on 
June 9, 1982. After his philosophical 
studies (1983-85) and theological studies 
(1986-89) both at Jnana Deep Vidyapeeth, 
Pune, he was ordained priest on May 1, 
1989 at Our Lady of Lourdes Church, 
Malad, Mumbai. 
 
As a young and enthusiastic missionary, 
Fr. Joe Dias arrived in the INE Province in 
July 1989. His first assignment was at 
Kansbahal as Assistant Pastor. After a 
year at Kansbahal, he was appointed 
treasurer at Khristo Jyoti Mohavidyaloyo, 
Sason (Regional Theologate of Orissa) for 
a three-year term. In 1993 he was 
appointed Parish Priest and Principal of 

during his eight-year tenure as Parish 
Priest at Talcher (till 2001) that Fr. Joe 
took a keen interest in pastoral care, care 
for those suffering from leprosy and 
exceptionally in Small Christian 
Communities. 

To nurture and fortify his 
interest in pastoral activities, 
he took up an M. Th. 
Program at Mathias 
Institute, Mawlai, Shillong. 
When he returned from 
Shillong, he was appointed 
full-time diocesan SCC 
Coordinator of Sambalpur 
diocese. In 2005, he was 
appointed Director of Small 
Christian Communities of 
the diocese, with residence 
at the university/medical 

college town, Burla, where he completed 
his earthly sojourn on March 26, 2016 
(Holy Saturday).  
 
Greatly motivated by Bishop Bosco 
Penha, a pioneer in the SCC movement in 
India, Fr. Joe took up a doctoral research 
on Small Christian Communities, and 
obtained his doctorate from St. Peter s 
Pontifical Institute, Bangalore. He also 
attended a short exposure program at the 
East Asian Pastoral Institute, Manila. Fr. 
Joe organized innumerable programs at 
various places to promote Small Christian 
Communities. Bishop Lucas Kerketta 
(bishop emeritus of Sambalpur diocese) 
was himself an ardent promoter of SCC 
and encouraged Fr. Joe to pursue his 
interest earnestly. In the words of bishop 

Fr. Joe Dias as an animator of 
Small Christian Communities (SCCs) in 
the region of Odisha as well as in other 
regions of India worked relentlessly to 
foster SCCs. He was convinced that SCCs 
would make a big difference in the 
Church. He fostered SCCs by example 



and regular accompan
service to the sick and suffering was also 
exemplary. We will miss Fr. Joe in our 
SCCs, in SCC programs and in SCC 
assemblies, in the Diocese. May he rest in 
peace.  
 
His involvement in the promotion of SCC, 
which began in the diocese of Sambalpur, 
eventually expanded to the national level 
and in 2015, he was appointed the 
Executive Secretary of CCBI Commission 
for Laity. He was in the process of 
working out the possibility of setting up 

the Lord called him to the life without 
end. 
 
Fr. Joe lived and moved with a sense of 
urgency and worked tirelessly without 
sufficient rest. He was a person for all and 
available at all times. No one - friend or 
foe - returned disappointed after meeting 
him in time of need, be it day or night. 
Even when he was away, he took care to 
make the necessary arrangements to help 
people in their need. 
 
Of late, Fr. Joe did not keep good health. 
He was a constant victim of stomach and 
breathing troubles. But these did not 
deter his enthusiasm and he continued, 
almost restlessly, his mission to promote 
the SCC.  
 
While participating in the Chrism Mass at 
the Cathedral Church in Sambalpur on 
March 23, he felt uneasy and was not able 
to complete the Mass. He recovered and 
later conducted the liturgical services of 
Holy Thursday and Good Friday at Burla. 
Dr. Bipin Kullu (Professor at Medical 
College, Burla), was always prompt to 

render immediate help whenever Fr. Joe 
had health problems. 
 
Deacon Dixs
to assist Fr. Joe with the Holy Week 
services and was with Fr. Joe during his 

treatment, tests and medication for 
abdominal pain and indigestion. On 
Saturday, March 26, he drove himself to 
the nearby clinic for an endoscopy. As the 
results were normal he was eager to 
preside over the Easter Vigil. After a light 
refreshment at lunch he went in for a nap. 
Later, he complained of numbness on one 
side of his tongue and difficulty in 
drinking water. He fumbled in his speech. 
Dr. Bipin was immediately consulted and 
the injection prescribed was 
administered. By the time Dr. Bipin 
arrived, Fr. Joe was already gasping for 
breath and collapsed on his bed. He was 
now loosing his breath. After initial 
efforts to revive him, at the sight of foam 
in his mouth, he was immediately rushed 
to the ICU at the Burla Medical College 
Hospital. The best of efforts turned futile 
and Fr. Joe was declared dead due to 
cardiac arrest, at about 3.15 pm.  
 

Thursday 
March 31, waiting for the arrival of his 
family members from India and abroad. 
The funeral service was held on March 31, 
2016 at Shanti Bhavan (Provincial House), 
Jharsuguda. It was attended by hundreds 
of people who had known Fr. Joe for the 
many good deeds he had done for them. 
Present at the service were several 
bishops and representatives of the SCC 
movement from the regional and national 
levels. 

 
May his soul Rest in Peace! 

  
 


