
Fr. Thomas Vadackumkara, SVD  
(1967-2017) 

Fr. Thomas Vadackumkara was called to his eternal reward on June 22, 2017. 
 
Thomas was born on December 24, 1967, as the seventh of nine 
children born to late Mr. Xavier and Mrs. Mariakutty at 
Kappimala, in Thalassery diocese of Kerala. After his high 
school he joined the Society of the Divine Word in 1984. He did 
his novitiate from 1990-91 and made his first vows on June 10, 
1991. He made his final commitment on January 22, 1995. He 
spent six months at Kiralega for his diaconate ministry and 
pastoral exposure. He was ordained priest on May 7, 1996. His 
first appointment in the Province was as Assistant Parish Priest 
at Jhunmur. Later he was assistant P.P. at Kahupani and 
Sundargarh till 1998. 
 
Seeing his missionary commitment and his exceptional intellectual capacity the 
superiors sent him to Rome for further studies. He did his Licentiate in Sacred Scriptures 
in the Biblicum from 1999 to 2003. At his return, he taught at the Regional Theologate, 
Sason (KJM), for three years. In 2012, he obtained a Doctorate in Biblical Theology from 
the University of Munich, Germany. From 2012 to 2015 he served as a full-time professor 
at KJM and moderator of the SVD seminarians at Divya Jyoti, Sason. In 2016 he was 
appointed Rector of Divya Jyoti and professor at KJM, Sason. In the meantime, he was 
also Assistant Director of Seva Sadan, Rourkela for a year as well as the Provincial 
Admonitor in the current Provincial Council. Like in the previous years, he was getting 
ready to take theology classes in Solothurn, in Switzerland this summer too. 
 
While he was still actively involved in His mission, the Divine Master had His own 
plans and called him to His own abode. On June 22, 2017 Fr. Thomas suffered a massive 
cardiac arrest and collapsed. He was rushed to the nearby JMJ Hospital at Sambalpur 
where the doctors tried to revive him, but without success. Fr. Thomas breathed his last 
at about 5.50 pm. 
 
In the words of Fr. Victor Rodrigues, SVD, professor at KJM, Fr. Thomas was a 
compassionate, committed, loving, self-disciplined, and responsible Divine Word 
missionary. He was a fine human being, good priest, excellent formator, great professor, 
wonderful superior and loving friend. His death has caused a void in Divya Jyoti 
community. It will certainly take a long time to fill the void that has been created 

 
 
The funeral services of Fr. Thomas Vadackumkara was held on June 25, 2017 at St. 

the Provincial 
House Cemetery, Jharsuguda. 
 

May God grant him Eternal Rest!  


