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Sarva Vikas Deep, Mangaon: All Out for Safe Reverse Migration 

Ever since the first Covid-19 induced lockdown 

was introduced in India from March till today; 

our topsy-turvy life and lifestyle has a significant 

lesson. Many are affected; some are pushed to 

the extreme corners due to unemployment. In a 

few days or months, one can’t say what would 

happen to them. One such group among them is 

the migrant workers. 

Due to sheer distress they had migrated to distant places 

in search of livelihood and now some are still stranded, 

and others have returned to their villages. In Raigad one 

such community is the Katkari tribe who migrated to 

distant places like Tumkur, Chikballapur, Gulbarga, 

Belgaum, Gulbarga, Yadgiri districts of Karnataka and 

Medak, Siddipet, Sangareddy districts of Telangana 

State. 

 

This was interstate migration. There were also intra 

state migrants stranded in Jalgaon, Nanded, 

Ahmednagar, Ratnagiri districts of Maharashtra 

state.  

A strategic plan along with the Raigad Collectorate, 

tribal development: Project Officer, Local 

Tashildars came in a good stead in tribal migrants’ 

safe reverse migration. Earlier a well-planned and 

calculated network with the Archdiocese of 

Bangalore, especially the Archdiocesan Social 

Service Centre head, Fr. Arun Santosh and his team 

in Chikballapur and Tumkur; in specific St. 

Anne’s Sisters of Chennai,  played a pivotal 

significance in coordinating with the government 

departments in Karnataka, feeding about 400 

migrants with ration till the government 

documents were done viz. arrangement of 

government transport, clearing state border 

documents, medical checkup etc. In Telangana, 

our appreciation goes to the INH Province, 

Provincial: Fr. Santhuraj, JPIC coordinator: Fr. 

Allwyn Mascarenhas SVD who on a war footing identified the stranded locations of the migrants and 

supplied with dry ration for about 250 migrants for 10 days till the government documents were done 
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for transporting them back to Raigad. Ms. Nidhi Choudhary, the Collector of Raigad, Ms. 

Padmashree Bainade, the Residential Collector, Former Bombay Municipal Commissioner: Mr. 

Johny Joseph IAS and all the respective Tashildars from 4 talukas played a vital role in transporting 

back all in all 1800 stranded migrants. Both the local SVD communities and their staffers at Mangaon 

and Tala played a vital role in establishing a robust link to the stranded migrants through the help of 

the people and relatives of the migrants at source point of their migration. Although they are back to 

their villages safe, the next question is sustainable livelihood. The efforts are on to establish 

livelihood through projects and schemes under government’s National Rural Employment Guarantee 

Act etc.  
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