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In Evangelii Gaudium, Pope Francis writes, “In virtue of their 
baptism, all the members of the People of God have become 
missionary disciples (cf. Mt 28:19)” (120). By this phrase “mis-
sionary disciple” or “missionary discipleship”, he wants to 
underline the necessary connection between encountering 
the love of God in Jesus and being missionary. We cannot 
experience the love of God in Jesus just for and in ourselves; 
it contains in itself a call and empowerment to share this ex-
perience with other and to learn from others.  

Following Jesus is a matter of being a disciple. The words dis-
ciple or discipleship remind us of a formation. It is a continu-
ous learning, an ongoing process of deepening the relation-
ship with God as Jesus presents to us. Following Jesus is to 
grow into a more intimate relationship with him and to be 
more close to the people whom he loves. Encountering the 
love of God in Jesus means opening ourselves to others, see-
ing the Spirit at work in others, learning how God has spoken 
to others and touched them, and now how he transforms 
them. Therefore, to grow in missionary discipleship, forma-
tion is essential. The third part of the SVD Constitutions that 
speaks of the formation bears the title: Growth into Living 
Missionary Community with the Divine Word. 

When we look at our missionary journey, our lay mission 
partners also need to grow into the living communion with 
Jesus, so that “his life is their life, and his mission their mis-
sion”. Formation is very crucial for all who what to share with 

PRESENTATION
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us the responsibility of God’s mission. The document of the 
18th General Chapter has called for two main aspects regarding 
lay partners: promoting the missionary vocation for our SVD 
lay partners (49) and formation for our SVD lay partners (50).  

It is the task of every PRM, in collaboration with the lay mission 
partners, to prepare a manual for their formation and to imple-
ment it. To help the PRM in designing such a manual we pub-
lish this booklet offering some concrete guides. Whether or not 
we are able to promote our lay partners and co-responsible in 
being missionaries, depends very much on how serious we are 
in drafting and carrying out the formation with and for them. 

We thank Fr. Stanislaus T. Lazar, our Mission Secretary, and 
all who have been involved in making possible this publica-
tion. We thank also Fr. Pedro de Dios Martin for translating this 
booklet.

. May this publication be another tool to animate us and our lay 
mission partners to be more faithful to the Word and one with 
the people. 

Fraternally in the Divine Word,

Fr. Paulus Budi Klden, SVD and Leadership team.
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Introduction

Everyone who is baptized is called to be a missionary; some 
are called to be priests, some others as religious professing 
vows in a Society/Congregation, but some persons are called 
to live this missionary vocation as “lay” persons either married 
or single. Laypeople live their missionary vocation in diverse 
forms too. “Lay believers are in the front line of Church life; for 
them, the Church is the animating principle of human society. 
Therefore, they, in particular, ought to have an ever-clearer 
consciousness not only of belonging to the Church but of 
being the Church, that is to say… They are the Church.” (Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church, 899). To understand this vocation 
and to live profoundly the missionary call, one can also follow 
the charism of a Society/Congregation of religious, establish-
ing a close relationship with them. SVD lay partners are those 
who are called to their own special vocation to be part of the 
Arnoldus Family which consists of the SVD, SSpS and SSpSAP 
Congregations. By joining with them in this special manner, 
they too become Arnoldus Family members. 

Any member who wishes to join or grow in an organization 
needs formation. For religious or consecrated persons, there are 
well established norms. The 18th General Chapter of the Society 
of the Divine Word states, “Our lay partners need to have the 
necessary preparation and training in order to appreciate and 
celebrate the beauty of our missionary charism, our Trinitarian 
Spirituality, and their own vocation in the Arnoldus Family” (In 
Word and Deed [IWD] 6, 2018, 50).  Incarnational spirituality and 
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intercultural spirituality are held dearly, and we grow in deepen-
ing the word of God.  As a lay person everyone needs to grow in 
missionary spirituality too for cherishing one’s vocation. There-
fore, the Society has committed itself “to take necessary steps 
to develop formation programs together with lay partners and 
to involve ourselves in animation of our lay partners” (IWD 51). 
Formation of lay partners is very significant to make them aware 
of their vocation, commitment and missionary activities.

This Guide is an outline to enumerate important components 
of the formation of the lay partners; each SVD province/region/
mission (PRM) and each group has to find ways to implement 
this formation program for the members of the group. Each 
PRM and group have to decide on the duration of the program 
together with the mission secretaries/persons in charge of the 
SVD lay partners, the subjects that need to be taught and the 
requirements to join a SVD lay partners group. These require-
ments are to be written down and to be followed faithfully.

1. Vision-Mission Statement

Each lay partners group formulates a vision-mission statement. 
This gives the focus to a group.

Vision Statement: This orients the members to look ahead 
and gives meaning to being a member. Knowing the mission-
ary orientations of the Society of the Divine Word, the groups 
could have mainly four components.

• called by the Triune God
• coming from diverse peoples
• witnesses of the Gospel
• promoters of God’s Reign



9

Mission Statement: This helps the group to set what are the 
ways and means by which one could achieve the vision and 
also sets a target for the group in fulfilling the vision. The “mis-
sion statement” of Jesus Christ:

The Spirit of the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to 
the afflicted.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives, sight to the 
blind; to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim a year of mercy 
from the Lord. (Lk 4:18-19).

Action Plan and Evaluation

Every lay group together with the members and the spiritual 
animator develops their action plan for one/three years. With-
out this planning, there will not be progress, and without any 
action, the group becomes dead. The plan of action should 
be concrete, time bound and include assigning the responsi-
ble persons; this action plan is mainly responding to the local 
needs with missionary activities. Periodical evaluation is also 
to be done to see how the group functions and progresses in 
fulfilling the charism of the Arnoldus family.

For your reference, see Appendix  

• 1. Vision-Mission, Action Plan – Powerpoints by Pio Estepa,    
    SVD and Stanislaus T. Lazar, SVD

• 1.1. Lay Formation, a Challenge to Creativity -    
     Miguel Ruiz, SVD

2. Types of Membership 

There could be diverse membership in a group. This depends 
on how the group is formed and animated. We hope that lay 
persons will join an SVD lay partner group. But there are also 
committed Christians who are supporters of SVDs and they 
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want to be friends of the SVD but may not want to be formal 
members or part of a SVD lay partner group. Each PRM has to 
decide how to give formation to these members too. Without 
formation, they may be good “friends”, but they may not par-
ticipate in our charism in an effective manner and grow in spir-
ituality.

Here, we are dealing with the persons who want to be part 
of the lay partner group. Every PRM is committed to these 
groups for continuing our charism in a systematic way.

SVD Lay Partners: Freely responding to God’s call, SVD lay 
partners are those who strive to live their lives in accordance 
with Christ’s mandate to serve the people in the light of the 
mission of the Society of the Divine Word. Therefore, they join 
the group to be partners in mission with the Society. They are 
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independent groups carrying out the missionary activities in 
light of the charism of the Arnoldus family. Every group is en-
couraged to have Statutes to function efficiently. When they 
are recognized by PRM superiors and their councils, they are 
called as SVD Lay Associates. Requirements for recognition are 
listed in the 18th General Chapter resolution no.1.1.4 (IWD 6). 

SVD Lay Missionaries: These are committed missionaries who 
are willing to take an active role either within the country or 
abroad to build the Kingdom of God together with the SVD 
missionaries for a longer period. The practical norms are to be 
established by the sending PRM superior as well as the receiv-
ing PRM superior (Cf. SVD Constitutions 111.2).

3. Formation of the Members   

To be an SVD lay partner, every member should know the char-
ism of the Society of the Divine Word and the spirituality of St. 
Arnold Janssen and the founding generation. These two ele-
ments are fundamental to every member. Thus, before being 
recognized as a member, one has to learn these elements and 
be convinced of them to grow as a missionary. Therefore, a cer-
tain period of formation is necessary to know these aspects. 
The formation could be divided into initial formation and on-
going formation. 

3.1 Initial Formation  

Initial formation is the period when a new member learns and 
grows in knowing the fundamental aspects of an SVD lay part-
ner. A person who wants to be a member of an SVD lay part-
ner group should be admitted only after completing an initial 
formation period.  
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Duration 

This depends on each country/PRM; since there may not be 
daily lessons, weekly or biweekly lessons could be introduced 
for a period of 3 months to one year. The norms have to be de-
cided locally.

Admission to the SVD Lay Partners group

Each PRM and the lay partners group should establish a norm 
regarding the admission to the local SVD lay partner group. One 
should become member after fulfilling the established norm of 
the duration of initial formation. Without this formation period, 
no one should be admitted to the group.  

Some fundamental lessons are to be taught during initial for-
mation. The following subjects are helpful for imparting basic 
knowledge to the lay partners.

3.1.1. SVD Charism

The charism of the Society is enshrined in the SVD Constitutions 
102-104: “we consider it our duty to proclaim the word of God 
to all, to bring new communities into being within the people 
of God, to foster their growth and to promote communion 
among them as well as with the whole church” (102). Thus the 
basic aspect is that we proclaim the word of God to all people, 
and it continues, “we work first and foremost where the gospel 
has not been preached at all or insufficiently and where the lo-
cal church is not viable on its own” (102). 

“The Divine Word became incarnate in a particular historical situ-
ation. Jesus announced peace and salvation to all those of good 
will, showing special predilection for the poor. This example of 
Jesus determines the way in which we participate in his mission. 
Therefore we try to insert ourselves into the actual situation of 
those among whom we work. With open mind and deep re-
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spect for the religious traditions of peoples, we seek dialogue 
with all and present the good news of God’s love to them. We 
show a special preference for the poor and oppressed.” (103). 
This is to be done in today’s context, taking the social, economic 
and political scenario into consideration. 

Charism has to be interpreted according to the local context 
as well as to the current trends of mission. When the charism 
is lived according to the current situation of the world, then it 
becomes meaningful.  

For teaching on charism, see Appendix  

• 1.2. “Spirituality and Charism of the Divine Word” – Carlos     
       del Valle, SVD

3.1.2. Arnoldus Spirituality

Commitment to mission based on the spirituality of St. Arnold 
Janssen and the founding generation is a primary aspect. Eve-
ry Congregation participates in God’s mission with a distinct 
charism, and a particular spirituality that sustains that char-
ism. Arnoldus spirituality gives life, inspiration and vitality for 
the growth of every member as a committed missionary. This 
is one of the core subjects that inspires and guides the lay part-
ners to participate in the mission. 

For teaching this aspect, see the Appendix  

• 2. “The Spirituality of Arnold Janssen for Lay Partners” -      
       Jürgen Ommerborn, SVD

• 2.1. “Arnold Janssen—An Inspiration for Today” by Joachim  
        G. Piepke, Verbum  SVD, 59/3, 2018, pp. 305-316.

• 2.2. “In the beginning…The Word”  - Carlos del Valle, SVD
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3.1.3. Bible Classes

As missionaries of the Divine Word, “our name is our mission”. To 
understand the mission, love for the Word of God is very impor-
tant. We draw our strength and power from Biblical knowledge 
and its promptings. Basic knowledge of the Bible is to be im-
parted to the members. 

See the Appendix  

• 3. Basic Bible Seminar - Richard K. Baawobr, M.Afr.

3.1.4. Missionary Orientations

The Church is at the service of the Kingdom of God; the Church 
exists to fulfill God’s mission or to carry out God’s mission in 
the world. Though mission is complex, there is only one – God’s 
mission. Discerning and actualizing the mission in the world 
and how this could be lived and witnessed by   the lay partners 
is a challenge today; but the Spirit impels us to search and find 
ways to actualize God’s love in the globalized and ever chang-
ing and challenging world.

 For teaching, refer to the Appendix  

• 4. “Wisdom from the Margins” – Stephen Bevans, SVD

• 4.1. “SVD Lay Partners and Mission: The Lay Society of St.      
          Arnold Janssen. Philippines (LSSAJ)” – Fabian Pagaduan

3.1.5. Knowing Local Mission Territories

As the members are from the local area or the country, they 
need to know where the SVDs are working and what their mis-
sionary activities are. Each PRM has its vision and mission state-
ment and action plan and these are to be shared by one of the 
confreres from the local PRM. More explanation of the types of 
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activities in each parish or institution and what opportunities 
there are to collaborate with them could be given. More so, the 
wide variety of involvement in the mission could be explained, 
so that the lay partners are drawn towards the need of the PRM. 

The mission secretaries should assume this responsibility or 
delegate it to someone to impart this knowledge.

3.1.6. Experience in the Missions, Visit, Staying, Working 

After a few weeks of classes, visits to the nearby missions or 
places of our missionary work could be organized. Thus, the lay 
partners could visit the missions and interact with the people 
and they can judge for themselves in what way they could be 
involved. If possible, staying in a place for two or three days 
would be more helpful than making a simple visit.

3.1.7. Four Characteristic Dimensions

To promote communion among the people and to focus our 
missionary activities in the light of the trends of mission in the 
Church, we serve the people with four characteristic dimen-
sions: Biblical apostolate; mission animation; justice, peace 
and integrity of creation (JPIC); and communications.  

The 16th General Chapter (2006) states, “Each of the character-
istic dimensions implies a basic attitude in our life and service. 
In the Biblical Apostolate, the basic attitude is to live centered 
in God. We resist the temptation to be ‘ashamed of the Gospel’ 
(Rm 1:16). Our basic attitude in Mission Animation is to involve 
others, to animate them with our enthusiasm for the journey 
to the Kingdom and to be animated by them, rather than fall-
ing into the temptation to think that we can do it all ourselves. 
The basic attitude of JPIC is to commit ourselves to the transfor-
mation of society and the world by analyzing unjust structures 
and promoting human dignity, as well as preservation of the 
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environment, rather than remain silent to the human tragedies 
and violence to the environment that continue to plague our 
world. Communication involves an attitude of reaching out that 
enables us to overcome inertia and the fear that can sometimes 
overtake us and keep us from engaging our dialogue partners.” 
(In Dialogue with the Word 6, 9)

For teaching see the Appendix

• In Dialogue with the Word, “Characteristic Dimensions,”  
Rome, No. 3 September, 2002.  

3.2. Ongoing Formation

3.2.1. Arnoldus Spirituality – Deeper Reflection

St. Arnold’s love for God was expressed in many ways. First he 
loved to read the scriptures and he searched for its meaning; 
then he sought the will of God in his prayer and tried to put it 
into practice. He had unshakable trust in God and sought His 
guidance to do His mission. The spirituality of St. Arnold is fun-
damentally centered on the Trinity, and now the Society has 
developed a Trinitarian and incarnational spirituality centered 
on the Word for all its members and for the lay partners. Lately, 
it has developed an intercultural spirituality too.

See Appendix for deeper study

• 5. Spirituality and Lay Partners - Jürgen Ommerborn, SVD

3.2.2. Devotions and Prayers  

Every member of the Arnoldus family strengthens their family 
spirit and grows with the devotions, prayers and how they are 
utilized for establishing a special relationship with God. These 
devotions and prayers are helpful tools to pray with other mem-
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bers; thus these are not occasional prayers to be recited, but with 
a certain periodical time schedule the prayers will enable the 
members to express our love for God and our families, compan-
ions and other people. These prayers assist the reception of the 
blessings and guidance of the Spirit of God on the members. 

Refer to Vademecum, Rome: Generalate, SVD Publications, 2009. 

See the Appendix   9

• 6. Reflection Guide for Mutual Enrichment in Spirituality: Materials     
        for Arnoldus Family, Rome: SVD-SSpS e-Publication, 2020.

3.2.3. Bible/Faith Sharing, Bible Classes 

We are promoters of the Word of God, agents of the Word of 
God, and we can advocate its richness only when we read and 
reflect upon the Scriptures. Bible classes and Bible/Faith Shar-
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ing help the members to deepen their love for the Word of God. 
Therefore, at least once in a month/two months, every mem-
ber could participate in the Bible/Faith sharing. Attending Bible 
classes needs to be encouraged for all the members. At times, 
Bible seminars or conventions and creative ways of learning 
the Bible would be helpful.

For Bible/Faith Sharing refer to the Appendix  

• 7. Reflection Guide for Mutual Enrichment in Spirituality: Materi- 
     als for Arnoldus Family, Rome: SVD-SSpS e-Publication, 2020.

3.2.4. SVDs and Other Arnoldus Family Members SSpS in 
the World

Knowing the Society of the Divine Word, the Sisters Servants of 
the Holy Spirit (SSpS), the Sisters Servants of the Holy Spirit of 
Perpetual Adoration (SSpSAP) and the worldwide lay partners 
is significant for any member. Knowing does not mean only be-
ing aware of the statistics of the Congregations and groups, but 
more of knowing the missionary activities, their joys and chal-
lenges. Knowing some of the members would be very helpful 
to live the charism and spirituality of the Arnoldus family.

To know more about the work and the members in the prov-
ince/region/mission or in the world could be done by contact-
ing the spiritual director of the group or contacting the mission 
secretary of the province/region, and ask him to arrange some 
sessions periodically to know the SVDs in the world and also 
the Arnoldus Family members’ activities throughout the world. 

The missionaries who are on annual vocation could be invited 
to share their experiences and their PRM activities to motivate 
the lay partners.
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The 18th General Chapter resolution 1.1.4 speaks about the 
official recognition of the lay associate groups. In this part, it 
says, “Joint recognition of lay associate groups with the SSpS 
or SSpSAP, or both congregations, is a possibility, if the respec-
tive local and congregational leadership is in favor of such an 
arrangement” (Part I, d). Therefore, knowing the lay partners 
groups from the Arnoldus Family would give more dynamism 
for the groups and for better coordination. In this context, invit-
ing SSpS sisters and lay partners from the two Sisters’ congrega-
tions to give orientation to the local SVD lay partners groups is 
highly encouraged.

For teaching see the Appendix 

• 8. SSpS – Powerpoints – Gretta Fernades, SSpS

• 9. SSpSAP – Powerpoints  - From Steyl

• 10. Videos on SVD lay partners groups and their activities   
     (search in svdcuria.org for the videos).

3.2.5. Interculturality – Culture, Inculturation and 
Interculturation

Interculturality means that there are mutually reciprocal rela-
tionships among and between cultures; people from different 
cultural groups interact with one another, learn and grow to-
gether, build relationships and become transformed, shaped, 
and molded from each other’s experiences. The focus is on rela-
tionship building (not survival), deep connections, interactions, 
mutual gifting, respect, and learning from one another. There 
is enrichment for everyone and at the same time each cultural 
group challenges the others for better orientation of the soci-
ety towards justice, freedom, fraternity, equality, peace and joy. 
Here, the racial and cultural power imbalances are addressed, 
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the commonness is highlighted more than the differences, 
people are enabled to learn from each other, people appreciate 
and work together for a common cause, and this leads toward 
the transformation of all peoples.

Members learn more about culture, inculturation and intercul-
turation which enriches not only the members, but also ena-
bles them to work towards transformation of the world accord-
ing the Gospel teaching.

Use the materials which are enlisted in the Appendix  

• 11. “Introduction”  in Intercultural Living, Vol. 1, eds. Lazar T.  
       Stanislaus, SVD and Martin Ueffing, SVD, New Delhi: IS      
       PCK, 2015, pp. xv to xvii.

• 11.1. “Called to Conversion” in Living Mission Interculturally,  
             Anthony J. Gittins, CSSp, Collegeville: Liturgical Press,  
           2015, pp. 1-14.

• 11.2. Verbum SVD, Vol. 54, No. 1, 2013 (Full Issue)

• 11.3. “Living and sharing our Christian faith in a pluralistic  
         and global world: Moving from inculturation to inter 
           culturation” - Francis-Vincent Anthony, SDB.
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3.2.6. Prophetic Dialogue 

In the context of multicultural, multi-religious communities 
and their various social, economic and political situations, if 
the mission of the Church truly and faithfully reflects the mis-
sion of Jesus, then today mission and dialogue go together. 
The two inherently reflect each other, in both the meaning and 
the depth of each term. We cannot pursue one without pur-
suing the other. Mission not only requires dialogue; mission 
is dialogue.  Mission as dialogue is a personal encounter with 
the other, building interpersonal relationships which enrich 
one another. This requires humility, solidarity, respect, love and 
openness to the other, and accepts vulnerability. Mission is and 
must be prophetic because God’s inner nature is also prophetic, 
and because God is prophetic in history, dealing with human 
beings and creation. Dialogue and prophecy are understood 
as complementary dimensions of the missio Dei, and should 
underlie every form of Christian mission. Thus, as Divine Word 
missionaries, we have set our goal as prophetic dialogue and 
identified four types of dialogue partners: people who have no 
faith community and with faith-seekers, the poor, various cul-
tures, different religious traditions and secular ideologies.

“Together with our dialogue partners we hope to hear the voice 
of the Spirit of God calling us forward, and in this way our dia-
logue can be called prophetic” (IDW 1, 54). Stephen Bevans, SVD, 
and Roger Schroeder, SVD, have greatly developed this concept 
of prophetic dialogue, and proposed it to the wider Christian 
world as a synthesis of current mission theology and practice.

Use the book: Stephen B. Bevans and Roger P. Schroeder Pro-
phetic Dialogue: Reflections on Christian Mission Today, New 
York: Orbis Books, Maryknoll, 2011.
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3.2.7. Four Characteristic Dimensions – Deeper Reflection

The four Characteristic Dimensions are our special way of doing 
mission. These are not exclusive to each other but permeate 
our lives and work. These are not meant for specialists or for 
some persons, but every member should imbibe all these four 
Characteristic Dimensions and he/she should carry out his/her 
missionary task with these dimensions.  

Refer for further reflection and discussion the Appendix  

• 12. SVD Lay Partners and Characteristic Dimensions, Rome:   
       SVD Publications, 2018.

3.2.8. Church Documents – Redemptoris Missio, Evangelii 
Gaudium, Christus Vivit, etc. 

Teaching these documents will assist the lay partners to further 
reflect upon their engagement in the world as missionaries. For 
further reflection on these documents, refer to the appendix 
slide programs. 

See Appendix  

• 13.1. Evangelii Gaudium – Powerpoints – Lazar T.                                             
          Stanislaus, SVD

• 13.2. Christus Vivit – Powerpoints – Samuel Adu, SVD

3.2.9. Paths of Mission

Mission is complex, but single; thus according to the contex-
tual situation, the Church explores many paths of mission. The 
missiologists articulate the paths of mission in the following 
manner: witness, proclamation, liturgy, prayer and contem-
plation, justice, peace, integrity of creation, interreligious 
dialogue, inculturation and reconciliation. In all these, “proc-



23lamation” and “witness” are the key elements of mission. The 
Church is called to proclaim the good news, the person of Je-
sus Christ.   “The Good News proclaimed by the witness of life 
sooner or later has to be proclaimed by the word of life” (Evan-
gelii Nuntiandi [EN] 22). Proclamation and witness of life go to-
gether; mere proclamation does not have an impact, and it can 
have an adverse effect without authentic witness. “Above all 
the Gospel must be proclaimed by witness… All Christians are 
called to this witness and in this way they can be real evangeliz-
ers” (EN 21). Pope Francis has stressed in Evangelii Gaudium (EG) 
that the entire people of God proclaims the Gospel (chapter III), 
and also emphasizes the social dimension of the Gospel. He 
concludes by saying “I have tried to make explicit once again 
the inescapable social dimension of the Gospel message and 
to encourage all Christians to demonstrate it by their words, at-
titudes and deeds” (EG 258).
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For teaching refer to the following books:

• David Bosch, Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theo-
logy of Mission, New York: Maryknoll, Orbis Books, 1991.

• Stephen B. Bevans and Roger P. Schroeder, Constants in 
Context: A Theology of Mission for Today, New York: Mary-
knoll, Orbis Books, 2004.

3.2.10. General Chapter Documents

The general chapters are to inspire all to new zeal for our reli-
gious-missionary life and activity; seek by reflection and com-
mon deliberation adequate solutions for current problems; is-
sue decrees and ordinances deemed necessary and opportune 
in response to the Lord speaking to us constantly through the 
Church and the world (Con. 616).

The documents of the general chapters are to guide the mem-
bers to pursue the Society’s missionary goal by putting into 
practice the directions that are given in the documents. 

Take the relevant sections of the documents for the SVD lay 
partners to continue their missionary involvement, and teach 
them according to the need.

Refer to the following documents:

• In Dialogue with the Word, 6, 2000, Documents of the 16th 
General Chapter SVD 2006,   Rome: SVD Publications, 2006.

• In Dialogue with the Word, 11, 2012, Documents of the 17th 
General Chapter SVD 2012, Rome: SVD Publications, 2012.  

• In Word and Deed, 6, 2018, Documents of the 18th General 
Chapter SVD 2018, Rome: SVD Publications, 2018.  
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3.2.11. Participation in the Local Church and Universal 
Church

Any lay group in the Church is to continue God’s mission, mak-
ing it concrete in the local Church. Thus, its functions or activi-
ties are to echo the local Church, and for this, a good relation-
ship with the local Church is important. No lay group goes 
contrary to the local Church teaching of faith and morals.   The 
lay groups are microcosms of the universal Church and draw 
their inspiration and strength from the universal Church and 
thus, they are united in faith and mission.

See the Appendix  

• 14. “Synodality in the Life and Mission of the Church,” Inter 
        national Theological Commission, Rome, 2017.

3.2.12. Social Teachings of the Church

Catholic Social Teaching is based on the belief that God has a 
plan for creation, a plan to build his Kingdom of peace, love 
and justice. It holds that God has a special place in this story 
for each of us, whoever we are. Our part in this plan isn’t  just 
limited to things ‘spiritual’, or things we might do on Sundays, 
but it involves every aspect of our lives, from the things we pray 
about, to how we live as responsible global citizens. Our part in 
this story is a kind of vocation for the common good, a call to 
treat everyone as your brothers and sisters, and is something 
that we all share. Catholic Social Teaching is the tradition of pa-
pal, conciliar and episcopal reflection about how we live this 
vocation for the common good in our world.
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Catholic Social Teaching touches upon many different aspects 
of life, from the family to international development, from how 
we think of those who are homeless to how we care for the en-
vironment, and from how we shop and consume to the rights 
of workers and the dignity of work. All the different themes 
that Catholic Social Teaching dwells upon have been deve-
loped from reflection on the Bible, traditions and the realities 
of modern/postmodern life.  

For more materials on the social teaching of the Church refer to 
the websites: www.catholicsocialteaching.org.uk/

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/
catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teach-
ing.cfm

4. Retreats

4.1. Arnoldus Spirituality Retreat

See the Appendix  

• 15. Arnold Janssen Retreat - Jürgen Ommerborn, SVD

4.2. Interculturality Retreat

See the Appendix  

• 16. The Spirituality of Interculturality, SVD e-Publication,       
       2017.

4.3. Discipleship Retreat

See the Appendix  

• 17. Discipleship - Powerpoints  - Gregory Pinto, SVD

• 17.1. “Go Back to Galilee” – Notes from John Fullenbach, SVD
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4.4. Retreat on Commitment

See the Appendix  

• 18. Commitment – Powerpoints – Glen Paul Gomez, SVD

5. Common Activities Together with the Confreres

The Arnoldus Family members could strengthen their bond 
and deepen their spirituality and charism by sharing and inter-
acting with other family members. Well, some occasions need 
to be created for meaningful sharing and interaction, which 
will enable the members whether priests, brothers, sisters or 
lay partners to find the richness of one’s own missionary voca-
tion as well as to do our missionary activities in a vibrant way. 
The following points are some suggestions that would help to 
create this bond as well as to work together for spreading the 
Gospel more effectively.

a. Bible Sharing, Prayers for the Mission 

b. Mission Awareness Days 

c. Vocation Promotion 

d. Recollections and Retreats 

e. Workshops and Seminars on Relevant Topics

f. Local Mission Outreach programs

g. Mission projects

For sharing one’s own vocation story or value system, see the 
Appendix  

• 19. Reflection Guide for Mutual Enrichment in Spirituality:  
                Materials for Arnoldus Family, Rome: SVD-SSpS          
              e-Publication, 2020.
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Conclusion

Formation is significant and vital, and a substantial formation 
program would help all the lay partners’ members to grow in 
their spirituality, commitment and involvement. This has to be 
sustained throughout one’s life. Formation is always life-long 
and ongoing. We learn from everyday life, from every situation 
and from the challenge in life. To be relevant to the world to-
day, formation helps to have new ideas and also to be more 
energetic, animated and exciting. Activities done together with 
the SVDs and SSpS and if possible with SSpSAP sisters would 
be helpful and energetic to one’s growth. Celebrations of our 
Saints Arnold Janssen and Joseph Freinademetz and our Bless-
ed Maria Helena and Josepha and our martyrs are opportuni-
ties to establish our bond with one another.  
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1.   Vision-Mission, Action Plan – Powerpoints – Pio Estepa, SVD and Stanislaus T.  
 Lazar, SVD
 1.1. Lay Formation, a Challenge to Creativity - Miguel Ruiz, SVD

 1.2. “Spirituality and Charism of the Divine Word” – Carlos del Valle, SVD

2.   “The Spirituality of Arnold Janssen for Lay Partners” - Jürgen Ommerborn, SVD
  2.1. “Arnold Janssen—An Inspiration for Today” by Joachim G. Piepke, Verbum  SVD, 

59/3, 2018, pp. 305-316.  
 2.2. “In the beginning…The Word” - Carlos del Valle, SVD 

3.   Basic Bible Seminar – 1998, Richard K. Baawobr, M.Afr.

4.   “Wisdom from the Margins” – Stephen Bevans, SVD
 4.1. “SVD Lay Partners and Mission: The Lay Society of St. Arnold Janssen. Philippines” 

(LSSAJ) – Fabian Pagaduan

5.   Spirituality and Lay Partners - Jürgen Ommerborn, SVD

6.   Reflection Guide for Mutual Enrichment in Spirituality: Materials for Arnoldus Family,   
   Rome: SVD-SSpS e-Publication, 2020.

7.   Reflection Guide for Mutual Enrichment in Spirituality: Materials for Arnoldus Family,  
   Rome: SVD-SSpS e-Publication, 2020.

8.   SSpS – Powerpoints – Gretta Fernades, SSpS

9.   SSpSAP – Powerpoints - From Steyl

10.  Videos on SVD Lay Partners groups and their activities (search in svdcuria.org  
 for the videos)Mexico lay partners

a. Mexico lay partners
b. Mumbai lay partners, India
c. Germany lay partners
d. Kenya lay partners
e. Paraguay lay partners
f.  ASPAC lay partners workshop at Tagaytay, 2019.

APPENDIX:  Source Materials for Formation (svdcuria.org)
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11. “Introduction” in Intercultural Living, Vol. 1, eds. Lazar T. Stanislaus, SVD and Martin  
 Ueffing, SVD, New Delhi: ISPCK, 2015, pp. xv to xxvii.

  11.1. “Called to Conversion” in Living Mission Interculturally, Anthony J. Gittins, CSSp,   
                   Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2015, pp. 1-14.
  11.2.  Verbum SVD, Vol. 54, No. 1, 2013 (Full Issue)
  11.3. “Living and sharing our Christian faith in a pluralistic and global world: Moving           
                   from inculturation to interculturation” - Francis-Vincent Anthony, SDB

12. SVD Lay Partners and Characteristic Dimensions, Rome: SVD Publications, 2018.

 13.1. Evangelii Gaudium – Powerpoints – Lazar T. Stanislaus, SVD
 13.2. Christus Vivit – Powerpoints – Samuel Adu, SVD

14. “Synodality in the Life and Mission of the Church,” International Theological  
 Commission, Rome, 2017.

15. Arnold Janssen Retreat - Jürgen Ommerborn, SVD

16. The Spirituality of Interculturality, SVD e-Publication, Rome, 2017.

17. Discipleship – Powerpoints – Fr. Gregory Pinto, SVD

      17.1. “Go Back to Galilee” Notes from Fr. John Fuellenbach, SVD 

18. Commitment – Powerpoints – Glen Paul Gomez, SVD

19. Reflection Guide for Mutual Enrichment in Spirituality: Materials for Arnoldus Family,    
  Rome: SVD-SSpS e-Publication, 2020.
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