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I. WORLD FEATURES 
 
Bull of Indiction for Jubilee Year of Mercy to be published 
Pope to Officially Proclaim Holy Year on the Eve of Divine Mercy Sunday 

Rome: Following the first announcement of the next extraordinary Holy Year by Pope 
Francis on March 13th, the Holy Father will proceed with the official indiction of the 
Jubilee of Mercy with the publication of the Bull of Indiction on Saturday 11 April, at 5.30 
pm

So indicates a communique released by the Holy See Press Office, which said that the 
rite of publication will involve the reading of various passages of the Bull before the Holy 
Door of the Vatican Basilica.  The Pope will preside over the celebration of Vespers on 
the eve of Divine Mercy Sunday which, according to the communique, underlies in a 

The term bull (from the Latin bulla = bubble or, more generally, a rounded object)  the 
note continues - originally indicated the metal capsule used to protect the wax seal 
attached with a cord to a document of particular importance, to attest to its authenticity 
and, as a consequence, its authority.

Over time, the term began to be used first to indicate the seal, then the document itself, 
so that nowadays it is used for all papal documents of special importance that bear, or at 

 The note from the Holy See 
Press Office concluded, explaining that the bull for the indiction of a jubilee constitutes 
the fundamental document for recognizing the spirit in which it is announced, and the 
intentions and the outcomes hoped for by the Pontiff, who invokes it for the Church.
The last extraordinary Holy Year was declared by St. John Paul II in 1983, which 
commemorated the 1,950th anniversary of the Year of Redemption: the year of Christ's 
death (Zenit). 



Many question in their hearts: why a Jubilee of Mercy today?

Vatican City: The Pontiff posed this question in his homily last night at St. Peter's 
Basilica, responding: Simply because the Church, in this time of great historical 
change, is called to offer more evident signs of God's presence and closeness.

The Pope's remarks were intertwined with his having officially proclaimed a new Holy 
Year yesterday with the presentation of the official Bull of Indiction of the Extraordinary 
Jubilee of Mercy. 

 presence and closeness. 

 This is a time, Francis said, for the Church to 
rediscover the meaning of the mission entrusted to her by the Lord on Easter Day, 

This year we are to be transformed by His mercy, so that we too may become witnesses 
 witness of pardon,  he lamented, life 

which the Pope said, involves opening our hearts and witnessing mercy everywhere, 
for, Pardon is a force that can give rise to new life and infuse courage to look with hope 

Fr. Leonardo Sapienza, Regent of the Prefecture of the Pontifical Household, read the 
Bull in a ceremony by the Holy Door of St.  With the Bull of Indiction--the 
formal document explaining why the Pope called the Jubilee, his hopes for it and giving 
an outline of what will happen during the Holy Year--Francis formally convoked the 
Jubilee. Afterward, the 78-year-old Pontiff moved into the basilica to preside over 
Vespers for Divine Mercy Sunday. 

the face  of His Father s mercy. It also 
explains that the year's opening date Dec. 8 is to commemorate both the feast of the 
Immaculate Conception and the 50th anniversary of the closing of the Second Vatican 
Council, and that the closing date Nov. 20, 2016, is to commemorate the Feast of Christ 
the King. 

The Holy Door of St. her 
papal basilicas will similarly be opened in the days which follow. The Holy Father has 
also requested that every diocese around the world open similar doors of mercy as a 
sign of communion with the Church and as a way for the Jubilee to be celebrated locally. 
The Pope gave a copy of this Bull to the archpriests of the four major Roman basilicas, at 
each of which there will be a Holy Door through which pilgrims will pass. He also 
distributed copies to other Church representatives during the brief ceremony in front of 
the Holy Door in the atrium of St.  The ceremony was attended by 
cardinals, bishops, clergy and lay people (Zenit). 
 
Hong Kong: During Easter Vigil, 3600 Baptisms were celebrated 
Cardinal Tong Calls for Faithful to be Joyful Proclaimers

Vatican City: As Pope Francis calls constantly for evangelization, Hong Kong will have 
3600 new Catholics. At Easter this year, Cardinal John Tong, bishop of Hong Kong, said 
in his pastoral letter for Easter that Hong Kong diocese has two more reasons to be 
happy and thankful.  



The first,  he said, is that 3,600 adults will receive the sacraments of Christian Initiation 
and become members of our great Catholic family at the Easter Vigil.

Secondly, he noted that more and more of our Catholics are happily pursuing further 
education in doctrine, scripture and theology in order to participate in the mission of the 
Church by becoming volunteer catechists or so they can more effectively spread the 
gospel by their words and deeds.

Our diocese is really following in the footsteps of the universal Church,  he wrote. In the 
text, the Asian cardinal also urges his Catholics to be happy and grateful to live in a free 
society where they can proclaim Christ, noting the faith, despite challenges, still 
flourishes (Zenit). 

Putin attends Easter liturgy, says Church helps instill patriotism in young people  

Russia: In Russia, Easter is the main religious celebration. Easter Sunday according to 
the Orthodox calendar, Russians, believers and non-believers alike, greeted each other 
saying Christos voskres!  (Christ is Risen!) and Voistinu voskres  ( Truly He is Risen ).
Across the country, parishes filled up and in Moscow, the highest authorities of the state 

Christ the Saviour. In Moscow s main church, the liturgy lasted from 11 pm Saturday to 
early dawn Sunday. The Holy Light, which was brought from the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre in Jerusalem, was used to light thousands of candles for the Easter Vigil. 
During the nightly service, the officiating priest symbolically removes the shroud from 
the tomb and comes out of the church in a procession in search of the body of Christ. 
After following a predetermined path, he repeats three times Christos voskres!
(Christ is Risen!)  and the faithful respond by saying Voistinu voskres  ( Truly He is 
Risen ). By tradition, people repeat the same words when they express Easter greetings 
to family and friends. The ritual also involves kissing each other on the cheek three 
times, and exchanging traditional hand-painted eggs. Russian President Vladimir Putin, 
Prime Minister Dmitri Medvedev and his wife Svetlana as well as Moscow Mayor Sergei 
Sobianin attended the vigil led by Patriarch Kirill. In his Easter message, the Kremlin 
leader praised the Orthodox Church for helping to create a spirit of patriotism  among 

role in preserving our rich historical and cultural heritage and in reviving eternal moral 
values. It works tirelessly to bring unity, to strengthen family ties and to educate the 

symbolically associating Orthodox Easter to the Soviet victory over Nazism (whose 70th 
anniversary will be celebrated on 9 May) has generated controversy, limited for now to 
social media. "Let us celebrate the victory of good over evil, which takes different forms, 

bal level, it will 
destroy life and human civilization.  In addition to the religious aspect, Easter Day 
celebrations include a big repast with the whole family. Some of the food eaten on Easter 
Sunday is blessed in church the evening before. Typical Easter delicacies include Kulich, 
a type of bread decorated with white icing, Paskha, a cake made of fresh cheese, and 
dyed eggs. Although Easter is a central to the Orthodox calendar, just over 3 per cent of 
Muscovites took part in religious services, this according to official sources. Some 4,000 
police, soldiers and volunteers were deployed over the holiday to provide order and 
security (CNUA). 



New IS Video shows mass shooting, beheading of Ethiopian Christians  

Cairo: Islamic State militants in Libya shot 
and beheaded groups of captive Ethiopian 
Christians, a video purportedly from the 
extremists showed Sunday. The attack 
widens the circle of nations affected by the 
group's atrocities while showing its growth 
beyond a self-declared "caliphate" in Syria 
and Iraq.
The release of the 29-minute video comes a 
day after Afghanistan's president blamed 
the extremists for a suicide attack in his 

country that killed at least 35 people  and underscores the chaos gripping Libya after 
its 2011 civil war and the killing of dictator Moammar Gadhafi. 

It also mirrored a film released in February showing militants beheading 21 captured 
Egyptian Christians on a Libyan beach, which immediately drew Egyptian airstrikes on 
the group's suspected positions in Libya.  

Ethiopia long has drawn the anger of Islamic extremists over its military's attacks on 
neighbouring Somalia, whose population is almost entirely Muslim. While the militant in 
the video at one point said "Muslim blood that was shed under the hands of your religion 
is not cheap," it did not specifically mention the Ethiopian government's actions. 
The video starts with what it called a history of Christian-Muslim relations, followed by 
scenes of militants destroying churches, graves and icons. A masked fighter brandishing 
a pistol delivers a long statement, saying Christians must convert to Islam or pay a 
special tax prescribed by the Quran. 
It shows one group of captives, identified as Ethiopian Christians, purportedly held by an 
Islamic State affiliate in eastern Libya known as Barqa Province. It also shows another 
purportedly held by an affiliate in the southern Libyan calling itself the Fazzan Province.  

The video then switches between footage of the captives in the south being shot dead 
and the captives in the east being beheaded on a beach. It was not immediately possible 
to estimate how many captives were killed or confirm their identities. 
In Ethiopia, an official 
Office, told the AP he believed the victims likely were Euthiopian migrants hoping to 
reach Europe. Libya has become a hub for migrants across Africa hoping to cross the 
Mediterranean to reach Europe (Indian Express).  

Pope Armenian genocide  speech sparks bitter row with Turkey 
Anakara recalls ambassador following pope comments citing immense and senseless 
slaughter

Vatican City: Pope Francis uttered the word 
"genocide" on Sunday to describe the mass murder 
of Armenians 100 years ago, sparking fury from 
Turkey which slammed the term as far from 
historical reality.  In a solemn mass in Saint Peter's 
Basilica to mark the centenary of the Ottoman 
killings of Armenians, Francis said the murders were 
widely considered the first genocide of the 20th 



century ,  quoting a statement signed by Pope John Paul II and the Armenian patriarch in 
2001.

Many historians describe the World War I slaughter as the 20th century s first genocide, 
but Turkey vehemently denies the accusations. Turkish Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu 
lashed out at Francis for inappropriate  and one-sided  comments, saying that to 
read these sorrows in a one-sided way is inappropriate for the pope and the authority 
that he holds.

A furious Ankara said it was recalling its ambassador to the Vatican, Mehmet Pacaci, for 
consultations. The pope s statement, which is far from the legal and historical reality, 
cannot be accepted,  Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu said on Twitter. 
Religious authorities are not the places to incite resentment and hatred with baseless 

allegations,  he added. 

While Francis did not use his own words to describe the killings as genocide, it was the 
first time the term was spoken aloud in connection with Armenia by a head of the Roman 
Catholic Church in Saint Peter s Basilica. It was a very courageous act to repeat clearly 
that it was genocide,  said Vatican expert Marco Tosatti. By quoting John Paul II, he 
strengthened the Church s position, making it clear where it stands on the issue,  he 
added.

The Argentine pope described the immense and senseless slaughter  and spoke of the 
duty to honor their memory, for whenever memory fades, it means that evil allows 
wounds to fester.

The 78-year-old head of the Roman Catholic Church had been under pressure to use the 
term genocide  publicly to describe the slaughter, despite the risk of alienating an 
important ally in the fight against radical Islam. Before becoming pope, Jorge Bergoglio 
used the word several times in events marking the mass murders, calling on Turkey to 
recognize the killings as such. As pope, Francis is said to have used it once during a 
private audience in 2013  but even that sparked an outraged reaction from Turkey. 

Armenians say up to 1.5 million of their kin were killed between 1915 and 1917 as the 
Ottoman Empire was falling apart, and have long sought to win international recognition 
of the massacres as genocide. But Turkey rejects the claims, arguing that 300,000 to 
500,000 Armenians and as many Turks died in civil strife when Armenians rose up 
against their Ottoman rulers and sided with invading Russian troops. More than 20 
nations, including France and Russia, recognize the killings as genocide. 

Vatican expert John Allen said ahead of the mass that the truly bold  thing for Francis 
to do was show restraint  something the pope may feel he has achieved by uttering 
the word genocide  but only while quoting his Polish predecessor. Decapitated, 
crucified

When Francis visited Turkey, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan offered the pontiff a pact 
under which he would defend Christians in the Middle East in exchange for the Church 
tackling Islamophobia in the West, Allen said  describing it as a potential game-
changer.

In 2014, Erdogan, then premier, offered condolences for the mass killings for the first 
time, but the country still blames unrest and famine for many of the deaths. 



The pope said Sunday the other two genocides of the 20th century were perpetrated by 
Nazism and Stalinism , before pointing to more recent mass killings in Cambodia, 
Rwanda, Burundi and Bosnia. It seems that humanity is incapable of putting a halt to 
the shedding of innocent blood,  he said. 

The Armenian victims a century ago were Christian and although the killings were not 
openly driven by religious motives, the pontiff drew comparisons with modern Christian 
refugees fleeing Islamic militants. He referred once again to the modern day as a time of 
war, a third world war which is being fought piecemeal , and evoked the muffled and 
forgotten cry  of those decapitated, crucified, burned alive, or forced to leave their 
homeland.

Today too we are experiencing a sort of genocide created by general and collective 
indifference,  he said. 

Vatican watcher Marco Politi said the address was typical of a pope who uses language 
without excessive diplomatic cares  and whose aim was to stimulate the international 
community  to intervene in modern-day persecutions (AFP/UCAN). 
 
EU Parliament Urges Turkey to Recognize the Armenian Genocide 
Resolution Quotes Pope's Statement, Praises His Spirit of Reconciliation

Rome: The European Parliament urged Turkey on Wednesday to recognize that the 
slaughter of Armenians during World War I, carried out by the Ottoman army, was 
genocide. 

All the political groups of the European Chamber supported the Resolution and asked 
Ankara, on the occasion of the commemoration of the centenary of the Armenian 
genocide, to assume its past and open the way to reconciliation between the Turkish and 
Armenian people. They also asked Turkey and Armenia to re-open the border and to 
ratify the protocols they signed for the establishment of diplomatic relations. 

message made in a spirit of reconciliation. 
German Euro-Deputy Elmar Brok pointed out in the debate that just as Germany accepts 

German Socialist Euro-Deputy Knut Fleckenstein is of the same opinion. He invited to 
call the genocide by its name, adding that when Ankara recognizes the reality, it will take 
its international relations to a new level, in particular with the EU. 

Cypriot Euro-Deputy Takis Hadjigeorgiou of the European Unitary Left, criticized the 
statements of Turkish Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu, in which he depicts Pope Francis 

Armenians as genocide, and considered unacceptable that in Turkish schools students 
are taught that there was no genocide. 

Adding themselves to the appeal were the Tory Conservatives and the Liberals, whose 
Euro-Deputy Jean-Marie Cavada, stressed that it was not enough that last year the then 
Turkish Prime Minister and today President of the country, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, asked 
the victims for forgiveness. 



Meanwhile, the Vice-President of the European Commission, Kristalina Georgieva, 

Ankara previously rejected the vote of the European Parliament and Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan said: 
Parliament, it will go in one ear and immediately out the other, because Turkey cannot 
recognize a s  (Zenit). 

Iraq: A Heroic Church that could disappear 
A Vatican Delegation and Humanitarian Organizations Visited Kurdistan, a Region that 
Shelters Thousands of Refugees

Rome: There are more than 2.5 million refugees in Iraq presently, one million of whom 
are from the Nineveh Plain, according to data by the United Nations (UN). About 40% of 
the refugees are in the north of Iraq, in the region of Kurdistan. Over 50% of those 
refugees are younger than 25. 

In the center of the city of Erbil and Duhok, the situation seems to be under control; 
however, according to UN data, there are daily incidents of violence, terrorist attacks, 
stoppage of explosive material in the areas of Erbil, Duhok and Suleimania, in the 
Nineveh Plain and in the region of Kirkuk. 

This is the situation that a delegation, made up of members of the Pontifical Council Cor
Unum and Caritas Internationalis, was able to see firsthand. Last week they travelled to 

persecuted people in recent months. 

not to forget. And for us as a Church there is an additional reason: they are brothers and 
sisters in the faith. And their presence in this region is very important. We must pray and 
help as much as possible. The International Community creates the problem, as in Syria, 

Caritas 
Internationalis explaining meaning of this visit and mission. 

For his part, Monsignor Segundo Tejado, Under-Secretary of Cor Unum, explained that 
the idea of the trip arose because of the role of this dicastery of coordinating and helping 

forgotten ones in these situations. The people who are working there do so in very 
precarious and very difficult conditions. They have to coordinate very large projects and 
they collaborate with the local Church and the local authorities. To visit them is a way of 

displaced families. Therefore, 
Before leaving on the trip, the delegation attended the General Audience so that the Pope 
could bless two images of Mary, Undoer of Knots, to whom the Pope is very devoted. 
Now these images are in the local Churches -- the Chaldean Church of Erbil and of 
Duhok. 

Moreover, Monsignor Tejado said that during the trip they came across two aspects 



and have to move 

drama
this by tr lacking. In the beginning there was much solidarity, but when the media fails to 

or the 

During the trip to Kurdistan, they were able to see the fundamental needs. Lodging: 
is preferred because it gives 
it and in this connection some Catholic agencies are working very hard, such as CRS, 
JRS, Caritas-

Talking with the refugees they 

someone goes to see 
also shared with them the difficulty of going back 
Under-Secretary explained that many families have had to flee after been denounced by 
the neighbours. 

And this Holy Week they are receiving, for the second time, a visit of Cardinal Filoni as 
papal envoy. According to Monsignor Tejado, the Cardinal loves these people and this 
country very much, where he lived as Apostolic Nuncio. The Holy Father is worried about 

noted. And, in the same line, Monsignor Bernardito Auza, Holy See 
Observer at the UN, shared this concern, who last Monday spoke of this drama and the 
possibility that the Church might disappear as well as Christians from the Middle East. 

because Christians have always been in this land, more than in any 
other place, expression of what Jesus called us to be, salt of the earth. In addition, they 

  Therefore, 
in many 
Tejado. 

-
finger on the sore because of the emergency  also from our point of view  which is 

impression is that there is more to it than we are told. It has been many years since there 
has been such a large and dramatic movement of people. 
The Christians of Iraq are now an example for all. Some of those who were in the refugee 
camps, and whom the delegation had the occasion to meet on its trip, explained that 

And these people are going to try to take this light, which is their Christian faith, and 
which they have maintained for centuries and centuries in a hostile and difficult 
environment. They are heroic Churches. On Saturday they took part in a celebration of 
Palms, which was fu

Michel Roy, also explained that they were able to see that Christians, Bishops, the whole 
diocese, is very involved in the work of hospitality to refugees. Likewise, he pointed out 



that Caritas 

basic needs such as f
importance of psycho-social aid and specific care for children. 

In addition, he said that the Church tries to have a close and personal relation with the 
displaced and that she makes a great effort for families. In this connection, he specified 
that there are many organizations of the Church that are working in this area and that 
Caritas, at the request of Bishops, is carrying out an endeavor of coordination. Our visit 
is one among many that are useful to give hope, so that they know that they are not 

Finally, Michel Roy said that it is urgent to respond to the question that these refugees 

 Taking part in 
this trip were different representatives of humanitarian organizations, among whom were 
the Secretary General of Caritas Internationalis, Michel Roy; the President of Caritas of 
the Middle East, Joseph Farah; the Secretary General of AVSI, and the Director of 
FOCSIV. Moreover, it is a mission that was carried out jointly with the Congregation for 
the Oriental Churches, with the presence of Monsignor Khaled Ayad Bishay, who was of 
great help because of his knowledge of the terrain (Zenit). 

Good Friday shrouded in grief over Christian persecution 
Words of sorrow follow the brutal slayings at a Kenyan university

Vatican City: Both Pope Francis  Good Friday service 
at the Vatican and the Stations of the Cross held at 
the Colosseum later in the day zeroed-in on the plight 
of persecuted Christians around the world. 
Divine Love, we see again today our persecuted 
brethren: beheaded, crucified, for their faith in you, 
beneath our eyes, or often with our complicit 

following the Way of the Cross. 
came one day after the massacre of 147 students 

mostly Christian, separated from their Muslim colleagues at the start of the attack  at 

 According to the letter which was signed by Vatican Secretary of State 
Cardinal Pietro Parolin, the Holy Father called on authorities to increase their efforts in 
bringing an end to violence, promoting justice and peace. Earlier in the day, during 

Raniero Cantalamessa also touched on the Kenya massacre, and other recent examples 
of Christian persecution. Speaking also of the 21 Coptic Christians killed by ISIS last 
February, Fr. 

Pope Francis has spoken out repeatedly on Christian martyrs of today. He has stressed 
that there are more persecuted Christians throughout the world now than there were in 
the early centuries of Christianity. 



At the conclusion of the Way of the Cross  or Via Crucis  Pope Francis reflected on 
the suffering which Christ endured during His Passion. 

Crucified, your Way of the Cross is the synthesis of your life, the icon of your obedience 

Pope Francis also spoke of those who, like Christ during his passion, feel abandoned, 

The pon
toward the 

Teach us that God never forgets any of his children, and never tires of forgiving 
us and embracing us with his infinite mercy. But also teach us to never be tired of asking 

Pope prays for end to persecution in Easter Sunday address 
Attacks on Christians in Africa and the Middle East have been the grim backdrop of all 
Holy Week ceremonies leading up to Easter

Vatican City: Pope Francis prayed for the students 
massacred by Islamist militants at Garissa 
University in Kenya during his Easter Sunday 
address, asking for an end to the persecution of 
Christians. Francis, after saying Mass for thousands 
of people in a rainy St. Peter s Square, delivered a 
mostly sombre and grim Urbi et Orbi  (to the city 
and the world) message. 

Attacks on Christians in Africa and the Middle East 
have been the grim backdrop of all Holy Week ce We ask 
Jesus, the victor over death, to lighten the sufferings of our many brothers and sisters 
who are persecuted for his name, and of all those who suffer injustice as a result of 
ongoing conflicts and violence - and there are many,  he said. 

The pope spoke as churches in Kenya, where al Shabaab gunmen massacred nearly 150 
people, singling out Christians for point-blank executions, turned to armed guards to 
protect their congregations on the most important day of the Christian liturgical year. 
May constant prayer rise up from all people of goodwill for those who lost their lives  I 

think in particular of the young people who were killed last Thursday at Garissa 
University College in Kenya - for all who have been kidnapped, and for those forced to 
abandon their homes and their dear ones.

The 78-year-old Argentine pope, celebrating the third Easter of his pontificate, spoke 
from the central balcony of St. Peter s Basilica after saying a Mass below for tens of 
thousands of people wearing plastic ponchos and holding umbrellas against the driving 
rain. 

Calling for peace in Libya, where last February Islamic State militants beheaded 21 
Egyptian Coptic Christians, the pope called for an end to the present absurd bloodshed 
and all barbarous acts of violence. He prayed for peace in Syria, Iraq and Yemen, Sudan, 
South Sudan, the Democratic Republic of Congo and Nigeria, where Boko Haram Islamist 
militants have also targeted Christian churches."We ask for peace and freedom for the 



many men and women subjected to old and new forms of enslavement on the part of 
criminal individuals and groups,  he said. 

Peace and liberty for the victims of drug dealers, who are often allied with the powers 
who ought to defend peace and harmony in the human family. And we ask peace for this 
world subjected to arms dealers, who make their money from the blood of men and 
women  he said. Just about the only positive part in the pope s address was a reference 
to the deal reached in Switzerland last week between Iran and the international 
community on a framework for a nuclear accord. In hope we entrust to the merciful Lord 
the framework recently agreed to in Lausanne, that it may be a definitive step toward a 
more secure and fraternal world,  he said (UCAN from Zenit). 

Pope to International Community: Do Not Ignore Persecuted Christians 
Appeals for the Defense and Protection of Christians during Regina Coeli Address

Vatican City: I hope that the international community does not remain mute and inert in 
front of such an unacceptable crime, which constitutes an alarming breach in the most 
basic of human rights.  This was the appeal that Pope Francis gave regarding the plight 
of persecuted Christians in the Middle East. The Holy Father said these words during his 
address following the recitation of the Regina Coeli prayer with pilgrims gathered in St. 
Peter s Square yesterday. The Pope welcomed those who were gathered, particularly the 
members of the Shalom Movement who held a relay race to raise awareness for 
persecuted Christians around the world. The final leg of the race ended in St. Peter's 
Square. Your itinerary on this path is over, but the spiritual journey of intense prayer 
should be continued by all,  the Holy Father said. The concrete participation and 
tangible help in the defense and protection of our brothers and our sisters, who are 
persecuted, exiled, killed, decapitated for the sole fact of being Christians.

The 78 year old Pontiff called on the international community to not remain silent in front 
of the murder of countless Christians, particularly in the Middle East. I truly hope the 
international community does not turn its gaze to the other side,  he said.  

The Holy Father's appeal for those who are persecuted for their faith echo his sentiments 
last month. On March 15th, following the news of the bombing of two churches in Lahore, 
Pakistan, the Pope prayed that this persecution against Christians, that the world tries 
to hide, may end and that there may be peace.

Concluding his address, Pope Francis called on the faithful to live the celebration of 
Christ's Resurrection with joy and serenity  (Zenit). 

Asia Bibi Asks Pope for a Special Prayer for Peace in the World
Appeals Continue for Release of Pakistani Christian Woman Sentenced to Death for 
Blasphemy

Rome: After a petition for her freedom surpassed over half-million signatures, Asia Bibi 
has sent a letter in which she describes her state of mind before the start of the Easter 
season as well as renewing her appeal to Pope Francis.  
At Easter, Jesus Christ gives us an example of peace and forgiveness. All of us must 

learn from the teaching and sacrifice of Christ who was crucified for us and who forgave 
all those who harmed him,  the imprisoned Pakistani woman condemned to death for 
blasphemy writes. On this special day I ask Christians in Pakistan to live and pray for 
peace,  Bibi continues, who then asks the Holy Father to send out a special prayer for 



peace in the world and for me.  A first letter to the Pope was sent by Bibi on October 
25th, 2014. According to La Stampa s Vatican Insider, Joseph Nadeem, director of 

met with her on Thursday alongside her husband, Ashiq. Asia is ok both physically and 
mentally  and spends her days between pain and hope, a hope rooted in Christ which 
does not abandon her,  Nadeen told the Italian news agency. At the same time, Bibi 
seemed very worried after the attacks on the church in Youhanabad, she was especially 

concerned for her family.

 In the meantime, the city of Paris (France) has mobilized, 

Paris, the values of liberty and tolerance. By this bold gesture, I wish to testify to the 
solidarity of Paris towards the numerous women around the world of all confessions who 
are victims of religious obscurantism and political extremism,  Paris mayor Anne 
Hidalgo said (Zenit). 

More Christians martyred today than in first century: Pope Francis 
Urges the international community 'not to remain mute' in the face of such persecution 

Vatican City: The number of Christians being 
martyred today surpasses that of the first 
century, Pope Francis has said. In his Regina 
Caeli prayers the Holy Father said: 

our time. May the international community 
not remain mute and inert in the face of this 

Last week almost 150 Kenyan Christians 
were murdered by al-Shabaab terrorists at 
Garissa University. It is estimated that 

between 8,000 and 10,000 Christians are killed for their faith every year worldwide. In his 

Baptism, we are risen, we have passed from death to life, from the slavery of sin to the 
freedom of love.  we are called to carry to others in every 
environment, animated by the Holy Spirit. Faith in the resurrection of Jesus and the hope 
He has brought to us is the most beautiful gift that a Christian can and must offer his 
brothers and sisters. 

face, in our feelings and in our behavior, in the way in which we treat others. 

of Christ when his light illuminates the dark moments of 
our existence, and we are able to share it with others; when we know when to smile with 
those who smile, and weep with those who weep; when we accompany those who are 
sad and at risk of losing hope; when we recount our experience of faith to those who are 

 with our attitude, 
with our witness, with our life 
conquered and transform  (UCAN). 



II. EMERGING TRENDS

Renewal of Religious Life: Pope Francis' Address to Formators of Consecrated 
Men and Women 
"It is a privilege to participate in the work of the Father who forms the heart of the Son in 
those whom the Spirit has called"

Vatican City: Here is a ZENIT translation of the address Pope Francis gave Saturday to 
participants in an international congress for formators of consecrated men and women. 
The 

* * * * * * 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, good morning. 

But he [the Cardinal Prefect] said your number, how many of you there are, and I said: 

This is a problem! We must ask the Lord to do everything possible so that there are more 
vocations! 

I thank Cardinal Braz de Aviz for the words he addressed to me on behalf of all those 
present. I also thank the Secretary and the other collaborators that prepared the 
Congress, the first of this level held in the Church, in fact, in the Year dedicated to 
Consecrated Life, with men and women formators of many Institutes of so many parts of 
the world. 

I wished to have this meeting with you, because of what you are and represent as 
educators and formators, and because behind each one of you I perceive your and our 
young people, protagonists of a present lived with passion, and promoters of a future 
animated by hope; young people that, driven by love of God, seek in the Church the 
paths to assume it in their own life. I feel them present here and address an affectionate 
thought to them. 

 that there is a vocational crisis! However, in 
reality there is an undoubted quantitative diminution, and this renders the task of 
formation even more urgent, a formation that truly molds the heart of young people to 
the heart of Jesus, until we have his same sentiments (Cf. Philippians 2:5; Consecrated 

consecrated persons capable of transmitting, with their own witness, the beauty of 
consecration. And the testimony is fruitful. If there is no witness, if there is no 
coherence, there will be no vocations. And you are called to this witness. This is your 

following of Christ in your own charism. And this can be done if every day one 
rediscovers with joy that one is a disciple of Jesus. From here also stems the need to 
always take care of your own personal formation, beginning with a strong friendship with 
the only Teacher. In these days of the Resurrection, the word that resounded often for 

--
the things that happened at Jerusalem but which began in Galilee. Our life also began in 

 us has had an experience of Galilee, of the encounter with the 

with things, with work, anxieties and also sins and worldliness. To give witness it is 
necessary to go often on pilgrimage to Galilee itself, to take up the memory of that 



encounter, that astonishment, and to start again from there. However, if one does not 
follow this path of the memory there is the danger of remaining there where one is, and 
there is also the danger of not knowing why one finds oneself there. This is a discipline 
of these men and women who wish to give witness: to go back to Galilee itself, where I 
encountered the Lord; and to that first astonishment. 

Consecrated life is beautiful, it is one of the most precious treasures of the Church, 

privilege to participate in the work of the Father who forms the heart of the Son in those 
whom the Spirit has called. Sometimes this service can be felt as a weight, as if it took us 
away from something more important. However, this is a deceit, it is a temptation. The 
mission is important, but to form to the mission is just as important, to form to the 
passion of the proclamation, to form to that passion of going everywhere, to every 
periphery, to tell everyone of the love of Jesus Christ, especially those far away, to tell it 
to the little ones and to the poor, and to let oneself also to be evangelized by them. All 
this requires solid basis, a Christian structure of the personality that today families 
themselves rarely know how to give. And this increases your responsibility. 

One of the qualities of the formator is that of having a great heart for young people, to 
form big hearts in them, capable of receiving all, hearts rich in mercy, full of tenderness. 
You are not only friends and companions of the consecrated life of those who are 
entrusted to you, but true fathers, true mothers, capable of asking and of giving them the 
most: to generate a life, to give birth to a religious life. And this is possible only through 

mediocre and not generous; however, they are in need of experiencing 
Acts 20:35), that there is great freedom in an obedient 

life, great fruitfulness in a virgin heart, great richness in not possessing anything. Hence, 
the need to be lovingly attentive to the path of every one and evangelically demanding in 
every phase of the formative path, to begin with vocational discernment, so that the 

the danger. Vocational discernment is important: all men and all women who know the 
human personality -- be they psychologists, spiritual Fathers, spiritual Mothers -- tell us 
that young people who unconsciously feel they have something unbalanced or some 
problem of balance or deviation, seek unconsciously strong structures to protect them, 
to be protected. And discernment is there: to be able to say no. But not to throw them 
out: no, no. I will accompany you, go, go, go.... And as the entrance is accompanied, so 
also the going out, so that he or she finds the way in life, with the necessary help. Not 
with that defense that is bread for today and hunger for tomorrow. 

the qualities of many, many consecrated persons. Yesterday at lunch there was a little 
group of priests that was celebrating the 60thanniversary of Priestly Ordination: that 
wisdom of the elderly ... Some are a bit ... but the majority of elderly have wisdom! The 
Sisters who every day get up to w

then they die. And the missionary Sisters, the consecrated missionaries, that go there 
and die there ... Look at the eld
because the fourth Commandments counts also in religious life, with those elderly of 

them who speaks to us today. And how much good it does young people, to send them 
to them, to approach these elderly wise consecrated men and women: how much good it 
does! Because young people have the instinct to discover authenticity: this does good. 



The initial formation, this discernment, is the first step of a process destined to last the 
whole of life, and the youth is formed to humble and intelligent freedom to allow himself 
to be educated by God the Father every day of his life, in every age, in the mission as in 
fraternity, in action as in contemplation. 

Thank you, dear men and women formators, for your humble and discreet service, for the 
time given to listening --  for the time dedicated to 
the accompaniment and the care of each one of your youths. God has a virtue -- if one 

-- a quality, of which there is not much talk: it is patience. He 
has patience. God knows how to wait. You must also learn this, this attitude of patience, 
which so often is somewhat of a martyrdom: to wait ... And when a temptation of 
impatience comes to you, stop; or of curiosity ... I think of Saint Teresa of the Child 
Jesus, when a novice began to tell a story and she was happy to know how it ended, and 
then the novice went somewhere else; Saint Therese said nothing, she waited. Patience 
is one of the virtues of formators. To accompany: in this mission neither time nor energy 

correspond to the expectations. It is painful when a boy, or a girl comes after three or 

unsuccessful, these unsuccessful ones from the point of view of the formator can favor 
the path of continuous formation of the formator. And if at times you might have the 
sensation that your work is not sufficiently appreciated, know that Jesus follows you 
with love, and the whole Church is grateful to you. And always in this beauty of 

Purgatory! However, go ahead with joy, go ahead with joy. 

I wish you to live with joy in gratitude for this ministry, with the certainty that there is 

I ask you, please, to pray for me, so that God will give me a bit of that virtue that He has: 
patience. 

[Original text: Italian] 
(Translation by ZENIT) 

s growth rate outpacing Christianity s: Pew study 
Both faiths to have nearly the same number of adherents by 2050

International: Youthfulness and fertility are two 
factors that will help Islam come close to becoming 
the world s dominant religion in just a few short 
decades? That prediction is the heart of a new study 
by the Pew Research Center on Religion and Public 
Life? "Between 2010 and 2050, the world s total 
population is expected to rise to 9.3 billion, a 35 
percent increase,  the study says. 

Over that same period, Muslims  a comparatively 
youthful population with high fertility rates  are projected to increase by 73 percent. 

The number of Christians also is projected to rise, but more slowly, at about the same 



rate (35 percent) as the global population overall? That means that by mid-century, 
there may be 2.92 billion Christians on the planet Earth, as opposed to the 2.17 billion 
there are now, and 2.76 billion Muslims, over a billion more than there are now? 

The closing gap between the two religions is more dramatic when considered according 
to the percentage of the world's population. While the percentage of Earth s inhabitants 
who follow Christ is expected to remain fairly constant, at the 31.4 percent it is now, the 
percentage of Muslims will shoot up from its current 23.2 percent to 29.7 percent. 

Muslims and Christians are the two leading groups in fertility, the report says: Globally, 
Muslims have the highest fertility rate, an average of 3.1 children per woman  well 
above replacement level (2.1), the minimum typically needed to maintain a stable 
population. Christians are second, at 2.7 children per woman." 

The fact that 34 percent of Muslims in the world are under the age of 15 also helps 
ensure that Islam will grow faster than other religions. The share of Christians under that 
age is about the same as the world average, 27 percent. The Pew study also projects that 
religious conversion will benefit Islam over the next three and a half decades, while 
Christianity will suffer a net loss due to religious switching. 

Acknowledging that conversion patters are complex and varied,  Pew predicts a net 
gain of 3.2 million Muslims and a loss of 66 million Christians. Some of the other 
conclusions of the Pew study include: Atheists, agnostics and other people who do not 
affiliate with any religion  though increasing in countries such as the United States and 
France  will make up a declining share of the world s total population. 
In Europe, Muslims will make up 10 percent of the overall population. 
India will retain a Hindu majority but also will have the largest Muslim population of any 
country in the world, surpassing Indonesia. 

In the United States, Christians will decline from more than three-quarters of the 
population in 2010 to two-thirds in 2050, and Judaism will no longer be the largest non-
Christian religion. Muslims will be more numerous in the U.S. than people who identify as 
Jewish on the basis of religion. Four out of every 10 Christians in the world will live in 
sub-Saharan Africa (UCAN). 

Unhappy India ranks 117th in world happiness index 

Washington: Happiness is a warm puppy to some, and to others, happiness is a long 

not just individual satisfaction and wealth, but also broad contentment: social support, 
healthy life expectancy, freedom to make life choices, perceptions of corruption, and 
Dystopia, a generally bleak place where things are going downhill. 

All things nhappy place 
in 2014 with a ranking of 111, the country dropped six places to 117 out of 158 countries 
ranked in the 2015 list, which took into account data from 2012-2015. 

Switzerland, of whose people it was jokingly said they would have made the Alps flatter if 
they could, displaced Denmark from first place. Iceland, recovering from its economic 
meltdown was placed second. Denmark, Norway, and Canada rounded off the top five. 
The US came 15th and China was ranked at 84. 



The bottom 10 were what are broadly described as crisis states, wracked by disease or 
war: Chad, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Burkina Faso, Afghanistan, Rwanda, Benin, Syria, 
Burundi and Togo. At 81 and 109, Pakistan and Bangladesh, respectively, are positioned 
happier than India (Times of India). 

Principles for Interfaith Dialogue and Interfaith Attitudes

We live inside a world and inside religions that are too given to disrespect and violence. 
Virtually every newscast today documents the prevalence of disrespect and violence 
done in the name of religion, disrespect done for the sake of God (strange as that 
expression may seem). Invariably those acting in this way see their actions as sacral, 
justified by sacred cause.  And, if history is to be believed, it has always been so. No 
religion, Christianity no less than any other, has been innocent. Every one of the great 
religions of the world has been, at various times, both persecuted and persecutor.  So 
this begs the question: What are some fundamental principles we are asked to live out 
apposite our relationship to other faiths, irrespective our particular faith? 

ch of our traditions would suggest these ten principles: 
1.  All that is good, true, and beautiful comes from one and the same author, God. 

Nothing that is true, irrespective of its particular religious or secular cloak, may be 
seen as opposed to true faith and religion. 

2.  God wills the salvation of all people, equally, without discrimination. God has no 

humankind has never lacked for divine providence. Moreover each religion is to reject 
nothing that is true and holy in other religions. 

3.  No one religion or denomination has the full and whole truth. God is both infinite and 
ineffable. For this reason, by definition, God cannot be captured adequately in human 
concepts and human language. Thus, while our knowledge of God may be true, it is 
always only partial. God can be truly known, but God cannot be adequately thought. 

4.  All faiths and all religions are journeying towards the fullness of truth. No one religion 
or denomination may consider its truth complete, something to permanently rest 
within; rather it must see it as a starting point from which to journey. Moreover, as 
various religions (and denominations and sectarian groups within those religions) we 
need to feel secure 

pleased) that there are other lives within which the faith is written in a different 
language. 

5.  Diversity within religions is a richness, willed by God. God does not just wish our 
unity; God also blesses our diversity which helps reveal the stunning over-
abundance within God.  Religious diversity is the cause of much tension, but that 
diversity and the struggle to overcome it will contribute strongly to the richness of 
our eventual unity. 

6.
expresses something of God and contributes to divine revelation. Hence, seen from 
this aspect, the various religions of the world all help to make God known. 

7.  Each person must account for his or her faith on the basis of his or her own 
conscience. Each of us must take responsibility for our own faith and salvation. 

8.  Intentionally all the great world religions interpenetrate each other (and, for a 
Christian, that means that they interpenetrate the mystery of Christ). A genuine faith 



therefore it strives to relate itself to the intentionality of other religions and to other 
denominations and sectarian groups within its own religion. 

9. A simple external, historical connection to any religion is less important than 
achieving a personal relationship, ideally of intimacy, with God. What God wants 
most deeply from us, irrespective of our religion, is not a religious practice but a 

truth, and beauty more clearly. 
10. Within our lives and within our relationship to other religions, respect, graciousness, 

and charity must trump all other considerations. This does not mean that all religions 
are equal and that faith can be reduced to its lowest common denominator, but it 
does mean that what lies deepest inside of every sincere faith are these 
fundamentals: respect, graciousness, and charity. 

Throughout history, great thinkers have grappled with the problem of the one and the 
many. And, consciously or unconsciously, all of us also struggle with that tension 
between the one and the many, the relationship between unity and diversity; but perhaps 
this not so much a problem as it is a richness that reflects the over-abundance of God 
and our human struggle to grasp that over-abundance.  Perhaps the issue of religious 
diversity might be described in this way: 

Different peoples, one earth 
Different beliefs, one God 
Different languages, one heart 
Different failings, one law of gravity 
Different energies, one Spirit 
Different scriptures, one Word  
Different forms of worship, one desire 
Different histories, one destiny 
Different disciplines, one aim 
Different approaches, one road 
Different faiths  one Mother, one Father, one earth, one sky, one beginning, one 
end
(CNUA). 

III. NATIONAL NEWS 

Lot needs to be done to remove untouchability: Rajnath 
Bindeshwar Pathak, founder of the Sulabh Sanitation and Social Reform Movement, was 
also lauded for his services by Rajnath Singh

New Delhi: Home Minister Rajnath Singh on Monday 
said untouchability has been abolished to a large 
extent but there is a lot to be done to remove it 
completely  from the country as not all understand 
that all humans are equal. Participating in a function 
here, held on the eve of Bhimrao Ambedkar s birth 
anniversary, to symbolically liberate from 
untouchability thousands of women manual 
scavengers from Rajasthan and Ghaziabad in Uttar 
Pradesh, Singh ate food with them. It s a historic 

occasion and I am touched,  he said later. Not all are able to understand it (the fact that 
all humans are equal) and accept it,  Rajnath Singh said, addressing the function. India 



is one country which, from ancient times, believed that the entire mankind is one family,
he said, calling upon people to do away with the social evil of untouchability. 

The minister also lauded the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan  (cleanliness campaign) of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. Geeta, who till some years ago worked as a manual scavenger, 
told IANS that she was happy to be liberated from the tag of being an untouchable. I
never thought that I would get a chance to sit and eat with such prominent people in my 
life and that people, in whose house I worked as a manual scavenger, would treat me as 
a normal human being and not somebody who was untouchable,  she said, adding that it 
could become a reality because of Sulabh International, an NGO spearheading the 
sanitation and social reform movement. 

Vidya Changra, a woman from Tonk of Rajasthan, told IANS that a lot has changed since 
Sulabh International liberated them from scavenging by providing toilets in their villages 
and training them in making pickle, papad  and household products. 

Senior BJP leaders Murli Manohar Joshi and Jagdambika Pal were also present at the 
function where thousands of women manual scavengers shared food and sweets with 
other people. Hundreds of pandits and students from Varanasi also participated in the 
function and ate food with those who were once treated as untouchables. Bindeshwar 
Pathak, founder of the Sulabh Sanitation and Social Reform Movement, was also lauded 
for his services by Rajnath Singh (UCAN). 
 
Attack on Christians could affect investment: says industrialist 
Kirloskar s are the first words of caution from a top Indian industrialist about the church 
attacks at home

Hannover: Leading industrialist Sanjay Kirloskar 
says it is important for the government to make 
clear the secular nature of India to attract 
investment in the backdrop of attacks on 
Christians. Kirloskar said this as Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi pushes for foreign investment on 
his maiden trip to Europe. Kirloskar, who is 
currently in Germany, stressed the need to assert 
that we are a secular nation... we are a tolerant 
nation. Referring to a series of attacks on 
churches and other Christian buildings over the 

last few months in India, said Most investors in foreign countries are Christians.

Kirloskar s are the first words of caution from a top Indian industrialist about the church 
attacks at home. The head of the Kirloskar Brothers Limited said that a slight concern
was visible among foreign investors. He pointed to a protest by a small group demanding 
protect India s minorities  outside the massive fair in Hannover that was inaugurated by 

the PM and has drawn top leaders of India Inc. I am sure the PM must be talking to his 
people,  Kirloskar said adding, We have to send the right signal. Before arriving in 
Germany, the PM, addressing UNECO in France, said that his government is committed 
to defending the rights and liberties of all Indians. 

In February, addressing a conference organized by Christian groups in Delhi, Mr. Modi 
had said, "My government will not allow any group belonging to majority or minority to 
incite hatred against others" (UCAN). 



IV. INTERVIEWS 

Cardinal Pietro Parolin on Pope's Vision on Economy, Corruption, Summit of 
Americas 
In ZENIT Interview, Discusses Mexican Migration into US, an 'Approaching' of US-Cuban 
Relations (April 01, 2015)
By Deborah Castellano Lubov

Vatican City: The Vatican Secretary of State says the Holy See has been attentive to the 
issue of many Mexicans immigrating into the United States, and has underscored that 
this is likely one of the key topics to be discussed at next month's Summit of the 
Americas. 

Answering several questions by ZENIT and other journalists, Cardinal Pietro Parolin not 
only speaks on the significance of the Summit of Americas, in which US President 
Barack Obama, the political leaders of Cuba, Venezuela, other American nations, and--
marking a first--the Vatican's highest political official, Cardinal Parolin, will participate, 
but also what this means for relations among these nations. 

The Holy See's top diplomat also explains what the Pope really means when he speaks 
about an economy at the service of man,  what institutions must do to live up to Francis
standard, and what the Holy See is doing to address the challenge of Mexican migration 
into the United States, especially the affected children. 

Moreover, Cardinal Parolin addresses the Pope s criticism of corruption and reveals what 
this means on a practical level for those trying to live honest lives in the workplace or at 
home. 

*** 
Zenit: For the first time in history the Holy See will be present at the Summit of Americas. 
Could you speak about your hopes and expectations for this hemispheric gathering and 

Venezuela? 

Cardinal Parolin: Of course. The summit of the Americas is important because for the 
first time all the nations and countries of America are participating. This movement of 
approaching between the United States and Cuba is significant. It is an occasion for the 
continents to grow and to form a greater basis for having greater roles and collaboration. 

Zenit: On a different, but somewhat connected note, at what point would the Holy See 
consider getting involved with the issue of migrants coming into the United States from 
Mexico? 

Cardinal Parolin: We are participating in this. I was in Mexico last year to attend a 
seminar on migration in Mexico. I really think that from that time, we are really thinking 
about this topic, especially migration of children. I think it was a very important moment, 
or achievement rather, because all the nations, the participants, were equally interested 
in establishing an economic collaboration among themselves, just to present to us this 
problem. I think this was very promising. It really was a rather promising seminar. Well, 



Americas], but I believe or would imagine migration would be one of the subjects. I 
believe the work of the summit would focus on this. 

Q: The Pope always speaks about an economy at the service of man. What does that 
mean? 

Cardinal Parolin: It is exactly this. For the Pope, also economic activity should be put at 
the service of human dignity and of the growth of man. This, therefore, implies the great 
need to give particular attention to man, especially for those who are the most weak and 
vulnerable, for the poor. Therefore, an economy at the service,  not an economy that 
dominates, that imposes itself, but an economy that becomes really an instrument of 
growth personally and for the community. [This] is what he is referring to. 

Q: What must the institutions do or do more of to combat this economy of exclusion? 
Cardinal Parolin: The institutions must have an ethical approach to the economy, not 
merely economic and financial, where the criteria of profits prevail, but rather must have 
an ethical approach. I return to my discourse from before. There's an approach in which 
in finance and economy that one admits a helping or being oriented toward the people. 
And eventually also the Pope will underline that the poor must have a good commitment, 
in this sense, to collaborate, because the economy can become truly an economy for 
man. 

Q: It is common knowledge that in Italy, including in politics, there has been some 
corruption. The Pope has said this, most recently in his visit to Napoli on March 21, in 
condemning a corruption "that stinks." In the Italian Senate and Parliament there has 
been discussion over a law against corruption. With such possible appeals to 

Cardinal Parolin: I think the president of the Senate, Pietro Grasso [president of the 
Italian Senate, also speaking at 
Rome] spoke exactly to the point of the necessity of being responsible. And therefore 
this invitation from the Pope was directed at all and directed also to these phenomenons, 
to the people, the phenomenons that interest Italy.  (Zenit). 

INTERVIEW 

Pilgrimage Helps Priests Renew the Purpose of Their Ministry 
Fr. Eamonn O'Higgins, L.C. Speaks on His Work as Spiritual Guide of the Holy Land 
Pilgrimage for Priests (April 02, 2015)
By Fr. Agustín De la Vega, LC

Rome: Holy Land 
Pilgrimage for Priests Course for the last 3 years. We asked him about this pilgrimage for 
priests: 

Q. Priests are normally those who organize pilgrimages for people to the Holy Land; you 
organize pilgrimages for priests there? 

A. For the last 10 years or so we have organized a pilgrimage for priests to the sacred 
places of the Holy Land. The pilgrimage, in January and July every year, is a three week 
meditative journey through the Old and New Testament, visiting all the major sites in 



Israel, delving into their history and significance; Bethlehem, the Jordan, Galilea, Mount 
Carmel, ancient Shechem, Jerusalem and more. 

Q. Why a pilgrimage for priests? 

A. Many priests have never visited the Holy Land. The three week course is designed to 
renew their priestly vocation and commitment. We have found that many priests come at 
significant points in their lives and ministries; anniversaries, sabbaticals, changes in 
their m
Holy Land, to renew (at times even recover) the profound sense of purpose of their 
priesthood.  

Q. What places help priests the most? 

ace. Each place speaks to each one in a particular way. 
For me, one of the most significant moments is the journey on Lake Galilee. We move out 
to the center of the lake, cut the engines, read the relevant Gospels and stay in silence, in 
prayer. I imagine each one of us thinks back on our own call, the things we have 

Q. The pilgrimage finishes in Jerusalem? 

A. Yes, the climax is the renewal of priestly promises in the Franciscan Cenacolino, 
practically the place where Our Lord instituted the priesthood. It is a very powerful 
moment as we all lie prostrate, as we did at ordination, and invoke the saints. I think it is 
then that some of us realize again that it is Our Lord who has called us to share in his 

Cenacolino, after years of 
ministry.

Q. But is it dangerous visiting Israel these days? 

A. There is always tension in Israel and the Palestinian territories. There are check-points 
on the roads and one sees more soldiers than police on the streets. Precisely because of 
the political tension security is very high.  The points of conflict in the recent past have 
been geographically circumscribed. Still, our touring bus is cl

Even with the conflict in Gaza last year we were able to fulfill all the itinerary. There is 
calm in the normal life of the country. 

Q. Is this a pilgrimage exclusively for priests? 

A. Yes, and the atmosphere is a priestly one. Over the years we have had priests from 
Australia, New Zealand, India, Tanzania, Spain, England, the United States, Mexico, 

iest will share with the others his own 
vocation story and his ministry experience. There are many moving moments; no story is 

There are spiritual directors present and the priests also minister to each other over the 
weeks. 

Q. Is there a problem of languages? 



A. Yes, but its Pentecost rather than Babel. Translations are done in English, Spanish 
and Italian; each hears in his own language! We would happily venture into other 
languages as well. When we pray the breviary together we alternate between languages 
and you can sense the common faith in different languages. 

Q. What do the priests get out of the pilgrimage? 

A. You have to ask them. We set up a website with a sample of their answers. From what 

there is a great need. They are renewed in their theology and spirituality, and they sense 
that they are on the right path, the Lord
and send each one on his way again, confirmed and reassured (Zenit). 
 
V. PROGRAMMES AT ISHVANI KENDRA IN 2015   
  
01. Overseas Mission Orientation I :  Jun. 08-27 
02. Techniques of Sound Recording : Jul. 06-18 
03. -MissionaryLife : Aug. 03-22 
04. Leadership Training for Superiors and Rectors : Aug. 31-19 Sept. 
05. Laity Formation : Sept. 26-27 
06. Technique of Photography and PowerPointPresentations : Oct. 19-24 
07. Overseas Mission Orientation II : Nov. 09-28 
08. Inter-Religious Dialogue : Dec. 19 
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