
Statement of the third meeting of the coordinators 
for the Biblical Apostolate in the European Zone, June 2009 

We, the coordinators for the Biblical Apostolate in the European Provinces met for the third 
time in Nysa, Poland, from the 15th to the 20th of June 2006. We appreciated very much the 
hospitality offered to us during our stay in the Polish Province.  

During the meeting we shared our experiences and evaluated our work as coordinators for the 
Biblical Apostolate. With us were Peter Dusicka (Chairman of the Zonal Executive Commit-
tee), some confreres who show special interest in the Biblical Apostolate and also three sisters 
from the SSpS. In the days dedicated to our ongoing formation we focused on the topic “Bible 
and ecumenical and interreligious dialogue”. Invited as special guest was Malgorzata Platajs, 
the General Secretary of the Bible Society of Poland. She gave us an enriching report about 
her experiences in interconfessional Bible Work. We also made an excursion to the city of 
Wroclaw, were we could get a close look to the unique project “Neighbourhood of mutual 
respect”, initiated by three Christian denominations (Lutheran, Orthodox and Catholic) and a 
Jewish community. We visited the synagogue and the three churches.    

During our meeting, special attention was given to the XII. Ordinary General Assembly of the 
Synod of Bishops on “The Word of God in the Life and Mission of the Church” (5th to 26th of 
October 2008). As Fr. Superior General Antonio Pernia wrote afterwards, “in a certain sense, 
this synod was our synod. Its title could have been ‘the Word of God in the Life and Mission 
of the SVD’” (Arnoldus Nota, November 2008). We would like to make ours the proposal of 
Fr. Pernia, how we could respond to the synod in three concrete ways: “(1) each confrere 
should re-commit himself to the daily prayerful reading of Scriptures (c. 407.1), (2) every 
community large enough to do so (three or more confreres) should make a commitment to 
undertake a regular monthly lectio divina (c. 407.2), (3) all churches, chapels or oratories 
under our care should have a “visible place of honor for the Book of Sacred Scripture even 
outside the liturgical action” (cf. Proposition 14).” (Arnoldus Nota, November 2008) As 



coordinators for the Biblical Apostolate we try to contribute that in the European provinces 
these proposals will be put into practice. 

Additional recommendations to the Provincials 

Two important events call our attention: the “Year for Priests” which was inaugurated by the 
Pope on the 19th of June and the SVD-General Assembly on the Brother Vocation (Cebu, 
Philippines – 29th of June to 12th of July, 2009). In this context, will the insights from the 
synod fathers about the Word of God in our life and mission still be heard? We are convinced 
that this is of high importance. In the SVD, as co-workers of Christ both Brothers and Priests 
seek inspiration in the word of God (cf. Const. 407). We recommend to the next Zonal As-
sembly, which will be held in Mödling in October 2009, to reflect about the Word of God in 
the life of all SVDs in the light of the documents of the synod of bishops, especially the 
propositions, which were given to the Pope as proposals for the elaboration of a postsynodal 
apostolic exhortation. We propose to put a special focus on the profile of SVD-pastoral work 
and on the formation of confreres, both topics which are of high importance for all provinces. 
As a basis for such reflection we recommend the important insights of the synod of bishops as 
expressed in the propositions No. 30-34 (cf. the text of the indicated propositions in the ap-
pendix).  

Having studied the propositions, we would like to underline, that for us as religious missio-
naries, the Word of God must have an essential place in the lives of us all, Brothers and 
Priests. It must be the fountain that inspires all pastoral activities. The synod fathers invite to 
“increasing pastoral work with the Bible not in juxtaposition with other forms of pastoral 
work, but as Biblical animation of all pastoral efforts” (Proposition 30). Since our congrega-
tion declared in a similar way Biblical Pastoral Ministry to be a characteristic dimension of 
our life and work, we ask the Provincials to plan concrete steps how this can become visible 
in the profile of SVD-pastoral work. As coordinators for the Biblical Apostolate we offer our 
help in this task. As a first step we propose to put into practice the recommendation of the 
synod fathers to incorporate Biblical Pastoral Ministry as an integral and fundamental element 
to the academic and spiritual formation programs (cf. Proposition 32). We also propose to 
foster the biblical formation of the laity with whom we collaborate in our missionary work 
(cf. Propositions 33, 34 and also 21).  



Appendix:  
Excerpt from the final propositions of the Synod of Bishops on the Word of God  
(unofficial translation)

Proposition 30: Pastoral work with the Bible

Dei Verbum exhorts making the Word of God not just the soul of theology, but also the soul of all 
pastoral efforts – of the life and the mission of the church. (DV 24) Bishops must be the first promo-
ters of this dynamic in their dioceses. In order to be a herald, and a credible herald, a bishop must be 
nourished by the Word of God in order to sustain his episcopal ministry and to render it ever more 
fruitful. The synod recommends increasing pastoral work with the Bible not in juxtaposition with 
other forms of pastoral work, but as the Biblical animation of all pastoral efforts. 
Under the guide of the pastors, the faithful participate in the mission of the church. The synod fathers 
desire to express the most lively esteem and gratitude, as well as encouragement, for the service to 
evangelization that so many laity, and in particular women, offer with generosity and commitment in 
communities all around the world – following the example of Mary Magdalene, the first witness to the 
paschal joy. 

Proposition 31: Word of God and presbyters

The Word of God is indispensable for the formation of the heart of a good pastor, minister of the 
Word. In this regard Pastores dabo Vobis recalls: “The priest ought to be the first ‘believer’ in the 
word, while being fully aware that the words of his ministry are not ‘his’, but those of the One who 
sent him. He is not the master of the word, but its servant. He is not the sole possessor of the word; in 
its regard he is in debt to the People of God.” (John Paul II, Post-synodal Apostolic Exhortation 
Pastores dabo Vobis, 26.) Priests, and in particular pastors of parishes, are called to nourish them-
selves every day from the Sacred Scriptures and to communicate them with wisdom and generosity to 
the faithful entrusted to their care. 

Proposition 32: Formation of candidates to holy orders

Candidates to the priesthood must learn to love the Word of God. Scripture must therefore be the soul 
of their theological formation, underlining the indispensable circularity among exegesis, theology, 
spirituality and mission. The formation of priests must therefore include multiple approaches to 
Scripture: 
• Prayerful reading, in particular Lectio divina, as much personal as communitarian, in the context of a 
first reading of the Bible. It will be necessary to pursue it during the entire path of formation, taking 
into account that which the church disposes with regard to the care of retreats and spiritual exercises in 
the education of seminarians. 
• Nourishing oneself assiduously from the Word of God, including through the richness of the Divine 
Office. 
• The discovery of exegesis in its diverse methods. A precise and full study of the hermeneutical rules 
is necessary in order to overcome the risks of arbitrary interpretation. The methods of exegesis must 
be understood in the correct manner, with their possibilities and their limits, permitting a correct and 
fruitful understanding of the Word of God. 
• Awareness of the history of what reading the Bible has produced in the Fathers of the church, the 
Saints, the Doctors, and the masters of the spiritual life up to our own time. 
• Intensifying, during the years of study, of formation for preaching, and vigilance concerning perma-
nent formation during the exercise of ministry, so that the homily can speak effectively to those who 
hear it. (Acts 2:37) 
• Parallel to formation inside the seminary, future priests are also invited to take part in meetings with 
groups or associations of laity gathering around the Word of God. These meetings, which have devel-
oped for a sufficiently long period of time, favor in future ministers the experience and the taste for 
hearing what the Holy Spirit is arousing in believers gathering as the church, whether these gatherings 
are large or small. 
A serious study of philosophy should not be overlooked, which promotes a clear understanding of the 
presuppositions and implications contained in the diverse hermeneutical methods applied to the study 
of the Bible. (Optatm totius, 15) 



In this regard, it’s to be hoped that in faculties of philosophy, a philosophical and cultural mode of 
thought (including art and music) can be developed and taught which is open to transcendence, so that 
the disciples can hear and understand better the Word of God which alone can satisfy the desires of the 
human heart (Fides at ratio, 83) 
A renewal of academic programs is also hoped for (John Paul II, Apostolic Constitution Sapientia 
Christiana) so that the systematic study of theology is better seen in the light of Sacred Scripture. 
Moreover, a revision of courses in seminaries and houses of formation must be attentive that the Word 
of God have its deserved place in the various dimensions of formation. 

Proposition 33: Biblical formation of Christians

Love of the Bible is a grace of the Holy Spirit that permeates the entire life of the believer. It’s neces-
sary, therefore, to form Christians to appreciate this gift of God: “If you knew the gift of God …” (Jn 
4:10), says the Lord. 
It’s to be hoped, therefore, that in every cultural region, centers of formation be established for laity 
and for missionaries of the Word, where one learns to understand, live and proclaim the Word of God. 
Moreover, according to the various needs, specialized institutes in Biblical studies should be estab-
lished for exegetes, giving them a solid theological comprehension and a sensibility for the contexts of 
their mission. This can also be realized by reexamining or reinforcing structures which already exist, 
meaning seminaries and academic departments. It’s also necessary to offer an adequate formation in 
the Biblical languages, including to people who will be translators of the Bible into diverse modern 
languages. 

Proposition 34: Biblical animation and youth

As Jesus invited the young man to follow him, today the invitation is offered anew to children, adoles-
cents and young adults, so that they may find in the word of the Lord Jesus a response to what they 
seek. In the Biblical animation of pastoral efforts with young people, account must be taken of the 
invitation of Benedict XVI: “Dear young people, I exhort you to acquire familiarity with the Bible, to 
keep it close at hand, so that it may be for you a compass that indicates the path to follow.” (Message 
for the 21st World Youth Day, April 9, 2006). It’s to be hoped that Scripture is presented in its voca-
tional implications, thereby helping and orienting many young people in their vocational choices, 
including total consecration. The younger generations should be welcomed, heard and accompanied 
with love by the Christian community, in such a way as to be introduced to the consequences of the 
Scriptures by educators who are true and passionate witnesses to the Word of God. In this way, also 
the young will be guided to love and communicate the Gospel, above all to their peers. 


