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150 YEARS AGO

January 1875:
In December 1874 the Bishop of Roermond had given his approval to the 

establishment of a mission house in his diocese.

Arnold Janssen in Muenster
In January 1875 Fr. Arnold visited his own Bishop, Bishop 

Brinkmann in Muenster. When he told the bishop that the purchase 
price for the property in Tegelen was 15000 Taler [45000 Marks], 
the bishop looked worried. What then happened, Fr. Arnold later 
told Fr. Reinke with these words: “The next morning I said Mass in 
the Franciscan church in Muenster. I stayed with Duesshaus and 
wanted to say Mass in St. Martin’s church, but it was not possible, 
because of some church celebration with sermon. I was, however, 
advised to go to the Franciscans. I didn’t really want to go there 
and didn’t want to be a burden for them, because a short while 
earlier the secular authority had forbidden them to take up the usual collections in 
the city. But since there was no other favorable opportunity [for saying Mass], I went 
there nevertheless. A priest came to me and asked for my name. This priest was from 
Kaldenkirchen [not far from Venlo]. From Kaldenkirchen he had learned of the project 
and so he advised me to speak with their Provincial Superior Fr. Gregorius Janknecht 
who happened to be present in the house. He immediately showed a very great interest 
and said to the Fr. Praeses of the house: ‘Let us do something for this cause; we both 
will die easier if we have done something for it.’

I told him of the doubts of the Most Reverend Bishop Brinkmann, to which he replied: 
‘Not more than 15000 Taler? That is just a trifl e. Seek to get the Most Reverend Bishop 

Haneberg of Speyer interested in the cause; he has always  had 
a great interest in the foreign missions. Ask him for a favorable 
recommendation and then go with it to the Ludwig Mission 
Association in Munich and you will get money’.”

Arnold Janssen visits Archbishop Melchers of Cologne

Still in that same month of January, Fr. Arnold visited 
Archbishop Melchers who was also the president of the Fulda 
Bishop’s Conference and his diocese bordered the diocese 
of Roermond on the German side. Because of his opposition 
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Shermerville… I admonished the priests there to go to places where the Salesians run 
industrial and trade schools and to learn from them. But I was given the reply: There 
aren’t any of them in North America. It is good that Salesians in Valdivia establish a 
trade school. I admonish you, to study all those schools very well and then send me a 
thorough report, so that I examine it and send it on to Shermerville. I presume that the 
Salesians are far ahead of us in this regard and therefore I seek to learn from them…

In closing the letter Fr. Arnold writes: [During our deliberations] the Lord God 
be our light. Then we will also take to heart that no new foundation comes without 
diffi culty; the missionary generally is of such a kind that he looks fi rmly into the eye 
of those diffi culties and tries to overcome all of them through patience, trust in God 
and prudence (Jos. Alt, Arnold Janssen SVD, Briefe nach Südamerika [Letters to South America] vol, II, 
pp. 253-256).

ST.  GABRIEL

July 19: Celebration of Fr. Arnold’s feast day
In St. Gabriel the house community celebrated the feast day (day of his patron 

saint Arnold). The celebration contained 21 points, “among them poems in English, 
Latin, Spanish, French, Italian, Arabic and even in the artifi cial language Volapuek” 
(Jos. Alt, Die Geschichte des Missionshauses St. Gabriel [the history of St. Gabriel’s mission house], p. 98).

During the celebration Fr. Arnold said among other things:
“I very much need your prayers.” He thanked the confreres for their leniency with 

his failings and weaknesses and for the proofs of their love for him. All this reminded 
him of his duty to love the confreres from the bottom of his heart. “I beg the most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus and the eternal love of the Holy Spirit to give me this love more 
and more” (Jos. Alt, Die Reisen Arnold Janssens [Arnold Janssen’s Journeys]  unpublished manuscript).

‘Not more than 15000 Taler? That is just a trifl e. Seek to get the Most Reverend Bishop 

Association in Munich and you will get money’.”

Archbishop Melchers who was a

At the beginning of the new year Fr. Arnold encourages us:

Trust the Lord in every situation, whether it is day or dark night.
Leave everything in his hands. Oh, he means so well with you!

Whether storm clouds fl y overhead or the sun smiles down gently.
Leave everything in his hands. Oh he means so well with you.

When the times comes he will calm the storms,
you are safe in his care.

The editorial team wishes all of you a blessed New Year 2025!



to the Cultural War laws he had to suffer a lot. “When Arnold Janssen presented  
his plan to establish a house for the foreign missions, at first the bishop looked at 
him seriously and said, ‘We live in a time when everything seems to be shaking and 
sinking. Now you are coming and want to start something new?’ ‘We live in a time 
when much is collapsing and new things must be established in their place’,” replied 
Arnold Janssen. In the evening the archbishop is supposed to have said to others: 

“Fr. Janssen was here today and wants to start a house for missionaries. He wants to 
convert pagans. Here in Cologne there are pagans enough. They should be converted 
first” (Jos. Alt, transl. Frank Mansfield, Jacqueline Mulberge, Journey in Faith, pp. 56-57). 

A newspaper Article
A fellow student of Arnold Janssen’s brother John in Muenster wrote an article 

about the planned mission house. It was published in the Berlin newspaper 
“Germania” on January 21 [and in an abridged form in the people’s newspaper in 
Essen on  January 23.] “Its very accurate information must have come either directly 
from Father Janssen or indirectly from his brother John. Of those involved in the 
seminary project, only Father Janssen was mentioned by name. ‘Any contributions 
should be sent to Father Arnold Janssen in Kempen.’ A number of other newspapers 
copied the article. Now the project and the name of Arnold Janssen were in the public 
eye” (Bornemann, transl. John Vogelgesang, Arnold Janssen, p. 52).

Archbishop Melchers and Bishop Brinkmann
Shortly after Fr. Arnold’s visit with Archbishop Melchers, Bishop Brinkmann went 

to see the Archbishop. Both bishops agreed there was little hope for the success of 
Fr. Arnold’s enterprise. 

150 YEARS AGO
JULY 1901
STEYL/ST.  GABRIEL

July 1: Arnold Janssen writes from St. Gabriel to Mother Josepha in Steyl
One topic of this letter was the grille in the reception room of the Mission Sisters. 

Fr. Arnold insisted on the Sisters receiving their visitors separated from them through 
a grille. This caused problems in Argentina. And so he wrote: “In Argentina there is a 
kind of struggle going on against the grille in the reception room. It does not surprise 
me. From the history of religious orders I see that there was hardly any aspect of their 
arrangements that was not fiercely contested. I request you and the two assistants to 
remain faithfully at my side in this struggle” (Stegmaier, Arnold Janssen, M. Josepha, Hendrina 
Stenmanns, Correspondence, p. 216). 

July 1:  Arnold Janssen wrote another letter to Mother Josepha.
In that letter he dealt with the Sisters travelling to Togo and the  USA (Shermerville). 

Regarding the abilities of these sisters he wrote: “Those who are to go to Togo must 
be able to learn English and Ephe, that is, learn them fairly well and almost very well; 
those appointed for North America are more likely to be able to manage with German; 

however, they must learn the most necessary words in English needed for daily use, 
which should not prove so difficult (ibid., p. 219).

CHINA
July 5: Arnold Janssen writes to Bishop Anzer
Most Reverend Bishop!
By August 15 of this year it will soon be the 25th anniversary of that festive morning 

when you received the sacrament of holy ordination in the cathedral of Utrecht, and 
on August 17 is the same anniversary in regard of  the first Holy Mass which you 
offered to almighty God in the first and most modest chapel of the mission house. 
How much has happened since then! How many graces have you received from the 
most high God! Permit me to congratulate you to all that from the bottom of my heart!

May the Lord God keep you still for a long time to come, so that you can still do 
much good and that you can quite often offer to the most high God the holy sacrifice 
of the Mass worthily and with much fruit for yourself and others.  

As I heard, your Episcopal Grace went for recreation to Japan. Hopefully the 
journey went well for you.

I am beginning to get older gradually, and since the Society increases year by year, 
the worries don’t get smaller but bigger…” (Jos. Alt, Arnold Janssen SVD, Briefe nach China 
[Letters to China], vol. II, pp. 184-185). 

CHILE
July 6: Arnold Janssen writes to the confreres in Chile / Valdivia (excerpt)
There were many tensions among the confreres in Valdivia. Therefore Fr. Colling, 

the provincial of Argentina, on behalf of Arnold Janssen, had appointed Fr. Grüter 
visitator in Chile. There were not only tensions within the SVD community but also 
with Bishop Jara. Addressing this situation Fr. Arnold wrote:

“From the information I got from and about Valdivia I see that the situation there 
has changed very much. On the one hand the Salesians Fathers are to come there 
perhaps in a year’s time, on the other hand the most reverend Bishop Jara himself 
wants to reside there during the summer months. I can imagine that this does not 
please some confreres and that therefore the question has arisen: Wouldn’t it be 
better for us to leave Valdivia altogether?

I do not intend to decide the matter already today, but I just would like to point out 
some items which must be considered in the decision making process of this issue.

1. Does the fact that the most reverend Bishop Jara wants to spend summer in 
Valdivia force us to leave the town? I think not; we rather should let this happen and 
then make our observations and decisions. It is true, Bishop Jara is a very good 
speaker and he would put our priests really into the shadow. But would this be all 
that bad? I don’t think so.

2. Will the presence of the Salesians in Valdivia force  us to leave the place? 
The best we can say is: We will see, therefore we will wait, see and then do what 
seems to be the better thing. Trade schools are something good! We do the same in 
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