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A Christmas, from Everywhere for Everyone

On a cold, quiet night in Bethlehem, a child was born in the 
most unassuming of places – a stable, among animals, in the 
small town of Bethlehem. Yet, this humble birth was destined 
to change the world. Jesus, the Son of God, came not as a king 
in a palace, but as a baby in a manger, reminding us that God’s 
love is not bound by the power or privilege of this world. This 
love was not reserved for a select few but was a gift meant for 
everyone, everywhere.

The shepherds were the first witnesses to this divine event. 
They were invited into the Christmas story, showing that God's 
love embraces everyone. Far from Bethlehem, wise men from 
the East saw a star rise in the sky. They travelled across deserts 
and lands unknown, to find the newborn King. From the 
shepherds in the fields to the wise men from afar, from the rich 
to the poor, from the powerful to the powerless – everyone is 
included in the story of Christmas. The light that entered the 
world that night in Bethlehem shines not only in one corner of 
the earth but for the entire world.

The beauty of Christmas is that it is a story that continues to 
unfold in each of our lives. Whether we are in bustling cities or 
quiet villages, in grand cathedrals or our homes, the message 
remains the same: God’s love is here for us, and it is here for 
everyone. Whether through acts of generosity, words of 
comfort, or simple moments of connection, we can bring the 
light of Christ into the lives of those around us. 

Since the early days of the Church, Christian missionaries have 
answered this call. From St. Paul traveling across the 
Mediterranean to St. Francis Xavier, who ventured to India and 
Japan, the history of Christianity is woven with stories of 
individuals who crossed geographical, cultural, and linguistic 
barriers to bring the message of Jesus to the world. They went 
everywhere because the Good News is for everyone. 

Today, we see the Divine Word Missionaries (SVDs) from Africa 
serving in Europe, SVDs from Asia working in the Americas, and 
SVDs from Latin America spreading the Gospel in Africa. It is a 
global mission, and our missionaries come from every part of 
the world to serve in different regions - from everywhere for 
everyone. 

As we celebrate our Jubilee Year of 150 years, may we carry the 
joy, peace, and love of Christmas with us, knowing that the light 
that came into the world on that first Christmas night shines 
brightly for everyone, everywhere.

Merry Christmas, from everywhere, for everyone!

Susan Noronha
Chief editor
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19th General Chapter, Nemi
Lay Partners Participation and their Experience

Receiving the invitation to participate in the General Chapter, 
representing the lay partners of the Panama Zone, has been a 
precious gift from God for me. It has been an enriching and 
enlightening experience as a beloved daughter of God. The 
Lord led me to the top of the mountain “Centro Ad Gentes”, a 
beautiful place in the hills, to receive His blessing, to meet Him 
and to give me answers to my questions.

Meeting with the people from whom I received and exchanged 
information in preparation for the Chapter was a deeply 
emotional experience that I will never forget. I arrived with high 
expectations and some anxiety about what I would encounter, 
but they exceeded all my hopes. The attention we received from 
the Ad Gentes Center was outstanding – truly exceptional!

I felt at home, free, and very much loved. The spiritual richness 
given to us by those who took great care in the preparation and 
presentation of the Chapter made present the generosity and 
fidelity of God with all of us. I felt at home, free, and very much 
loved. When we were invited to ask God to “Stay with us” and 
“Accompany us”, I felt the need to be with Him. During the week 
I understood that it was necessary for this renewal and radical 
transformation considering the identity and spirituality, of the 
Divine Word. There was a strong call to renew myself spiritually 
and collaborate with the mission.

To personify the woman in the gospel who "experienced 
excessive bleeding." allowed me to connect with my own story 
– my wounds were loved, forgiven, and healed by Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Throughout the General Chapter, I experienced life as 
a family, sharing breakfast, lunch, dinner, and recreation times. 
Observing how decisions were made helped me understand 
that communion, affection, and respect among such diverse 
people are indeed possible. Through my experiences with 
them, I learned that I have a name and an identity with a 
purpose, along with a call to actively and responsibly engage in 
our mission. 

As baptized laity, we are sent to serve the poorest of the poor, 
sharing the testimony of God's love through our lives. Just as 
He loved, healed, and saved us from our wounds, we are called 
to bring this gospel of healing and salvation to others, 
respecting each person with joy and without obligation (a 
phrase emphasized by Pope Francis).

We receive support and encouragement from the General 
Chapter through various means, including information, 
education, and formation. This guidance leads us to actively 
collaborate and take on responsibilities. As we walk together in 
synodality during this Holy Year leading up to the Jubilee of 
150 years, we are immensely grateful.

Blanca García de Duarte, Paraguay
Lay Partner Representative PANAM Zone
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My experience at the 19th General Chapter of the Society of the 
Divine Word was one of joy and commitment. The happiness of 
feeling the recognition of the passion and the work of the SVD 
lay partners in Portugal emphasized the shared responsibility 
of hope and contribution of my presence.

Participating in the Chapter was like embarking on a journey of 
renewal and transformation for life and mission. It was a time 
of meeting, praying, contemplating, reflecting, sharing, 
working, socializing, and pilgrimage. After looking at the areas 
where the congregation could improve and the difficulties that 
churches in different places face, what had been done in 
recent years was reviewed. Considering the world's challenges 
and missionary work, they showed us the way toward a deeper 
spirituality for the SVD to shine as a light in the face of others' 
struggles.

The atmosphere of togetherness and inspiration provided by 
Lake Nemi and the beautiful surroundings helped the 
capitulars to think and to reflect many aspects. The spiritual 
retreat, led by Fr. Heinz Kulüke, former Superior General, 
focused on the theme 'Transformation and Renewal in the 
Spirit of the Lord' and explored the different aspects of a 
missionary religious life.

Speaking to an assembly experienced in the mission was a 
beautiful moment! The warm welcome and friendly 
atmosphere made me feel at home. I felt free to share more 
about the work and how the laity lives the SVD charism. The lay 
partners from other zones shared their experiences, which 
made me think more about my missionary work. I also listened 
to the capitulars, who gave me constructive ideas. This made 
me feel more enthusiastic about my work and mission.

The Chapter was highly informative and helped me to gain a 
deeper knowledge of the structure and organization of the 
congregation. The Chapter's focus, the subjects discussed, 
sharing and experiences have allowed me to gain a more in-

depth understanding of the family, charism, and mission of the 
SVD congregation. As a result, my outlook and missionary 
awareness have become much broader.

I wish to share one of the highlights of my trip, which was 
meeting Pope Francis. It was a unique experience, and I am 
grateful to share it with my wife. But what moved me were the 
words of hope he addressed to the capitulars. He encouraged 
us not to be afraid of "confusion" and to be faithful disciples of 
the joy of the Gospel. He also pointed to contemplation and 
discernment as sources of inspiration for creative missionary 
activities. He took the opportunity to emphasize three 
urgencies: to be peacemakers; to be signs of prophetic hope 
for all cultures; and to be missionaries of synodality.

I remember the hug from the former Superior General, 
Fr. Paulus Budi, at the end of the first day, in gratitude for my 
availability and presence. Today, I am grateful to the General 
Council and the Province of Portugal for the opportunity and 
help to make it possible for me to live the richness of this 
experience. I thank God for continuing to place constructive 
challenges in the path of my life! 

Davide Marques Duarte, Portugal
Lay Partner Representative EUROPA Zone



I am grateful to God and the Society of the Divine Word (SVD) 
for the opportunity to participate in the 19th General Chapter in 
Nemi, Italy. Not only was I able to join the assembly of the 
Society of the Divine Word, but attending this event was also 
quite costly. It required me to leave Flores, Indonesia, and fly to 
Nemi, Italy.

Although this was my second opportunity to be in Nemi, it felt 
different compared to my first visit when I participated in a 
workshop at the same location. During this second occasion, I 
felt very happy because I was surrounded by many priests and 
brothers from all over the world. I was also proud to sit side by 
side and talk with the Superior General, walk around Nemi’s 
pathways with members of the General Council, and share 
Bible discussions with Provincial Superiors from different 
regions. They felt like brothers to me, and I truly felt that my life 
was filled with abundant blessings.

I have learned many impressive things while attending the 
19th General Chapter.

There was a definite and regular schedule for the month. Each 
participant was informed about the schedule in advance.

In addition to the schedule, all the materials that would be 
evaluated and discussed during the General Chapter were sent 
to all participants for reading and study.

Most of the daily activities began with Bible sharing. This is 
what I liked the most and has become an inspiration for my life. 
I realized that I should start my daily activities with God's word. 
The reflections on the Scriptures truly guided all participants in 
making the right decisions.

Each day concluded with a vibrant Eucharistic celebration. 
Confreres from different zones led the celebration while 
wearing their traditional attire. Seeing this made me thankful 
to God for the richness of our diverse people and cultures.

I was fortunate to witness the special moment when a new 
Superior General and his council were elected. Before the 

election, the criteria for the new Superior were discussed in 
small groups, and participants shared their ideas from 
different perspectives with enthusiasm. When it was time to 
vote, everyone felt confident in selecting a new Superior. 

As a representative of lay mission partners, I would like to 
express my appreciation for all the participants of the 
19th General Chapter for several reasons. 

First, the issues concerning lay mission partners received 
serious attention during the Chapter. All the capitulars agreed 
that the Society of the Divine Word needs to involve lay mission 
partners in mission work. 

Second, the 19th General Chapter issued a strong directive for 
all PRMs to revive, strengthen, and expand the role of lay 
mission partners in mission work, particularly focusing on the 
wounded world, youth, and human trafficking. 

Third, the Chapter also acknowledged the declaration from the 
second Lay Partners’ workshop. This declaration emphasizes 
that all SVD lay mission partners must align with the spirit of 
St. Arnold Janssen, the founder of the SVD.

Rade Aloys Leonard, Indonesia
Lay Partner Representative ASPAC Zone
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My limited understanding of the Divine Word Missionaries is 
that the Lord sent the missionaries through the leaders of the 
Congregation. Hence, they are from various countries sent to 
their mission land to evangelize and preach the Gospel, where 
it is not yet being preached or only insufficiently, or where the 
local church is not yet liable on its own. Missionaries are from 
foreign lands and when they arrive in the mission territory, they 
will need help to learn the new culture and language and to 
acclimatize with the place. They need assistance in doing the 
four characteristic dimensions of their mission: Bible, Mission 
Animation, Communication and Justice, Peace and Integrity of 
Creation. That is where Lay Mission Partners come in by 
assisting them to know especially the culture of the people in 
the mission environment. This is very important for the 
missionaries to familiarise themselves so that they don’t 
offend the members they serve, unknowingly. 

The General Chapter was a one-month program well planned 
and executed accordingly. The first week was meant to get to 
know each capitular, understand and approve the timetable 
and agenda. It was also a time of spiritual preparation to enter 
the Chapter meaningfully. 

The second week was a time for the presentation of reports 
from various areas and Characteristic Dimensions. The Lay 
Mission Partners presented their report on 26th June, followed 
by a question-and-answer session. It was a beautiful 
experience, though initially scary. The members present made 
us feel at ease. 

The third week was the peak, election processes, and the 
election of the new office bearers. Part of the third week and 
the fourth week was the time of presenting Recommendations 
and approval of Resolutions that will govern the Society now 
and in the future. The seating can be associated with the PPC 
(Parish Pastoral Council) in my language, where at times 
proposals or recommendations are made, some accepted or 
rejected. But above all, everything was done in a good spirit, 
they would even laugh about the rejected matters and proceed.

The Opening Mass began with the AFRAM Zone leading the 
congregation in a reenactment of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, 
carrying the Paschal Candle, followed by the celebration of the 
Opening Mass.

Every day, we gathered in the Aula after Bible sharing in our 
basic groups. Once a week, we held our common Morning 
Prayer, conducted by Zonal lay partners alongside the priests. 
These Morning Prayers were held via Zoom, while others had 
pre-recorded sessions to guide the capitulars. In the AFRAM 
Zone, the Region of Zimbabwe beautifully organized the 
Morning Prayer, featuring strong participation from various 
representatives of the parish community.

We attended a retreat focused on praying for the election 
process. The Superior General of the Society of Jesus (SJ) 
guided us with reflections.

Every zone was tasked to light Zonal Candles at the beginning 
of daily Mass. Anyone from the zone lit the candle.

We were grouped by language, Spanish, and English. In the 
basic groups, Bible Sharing was guided using the LUMKO 
method. (One of the texts that struck me is from Acts 22: 3-16 
Conversion of Paul. Every 25th January it is read differently. I 
feel it talks to me. How I wish to be the light that shines before 
others)

These were created for a special purpose. According to one’s 
preference, capitulars joined these subgroups - Formation, 
Communication, Biblical Apostolate, Lay Partners, Spirituality, 
and Finance.

Mass was celebrated according to languages, English or 
Spanish, or according to Basic Groups or Zones. We were 
normally directed on this one.

Weekly Conveniente (recreation) was organized once a week 
after dinner in the evening, and zones were entrusted with 
organizing these events. AFRAM Zone organized theirs on the 
last Saturday as the General Chapter ended. 

As break of the work there were outings and the Papal 
audience. This took place on Sundays where Mass of the day 
would be celebrated at the planned venue. We visited Rome, 
the Catacombs, the Collegio, the Saint Egidio community, and 
the Vatican for the Papal audience. 

For Lay Mission Partners, there are commitments in place 
since the previous General Chapters, indicating that SVD lay 
partners are members of the Arnoldus Family (XVIII SVD GC 
2018, 49).

As lay partners, we are aware that we are to be independent, 
however, a plea was made that the upcoming groups be given 
the necessary support to grow in the Arnoldus Family, until they 
are well established, since there are already well-established 
groups of more than 40 years in existence. 

Thandi Mazibuko, South Africa
Lay Partner Representative AFRAM Zone



In a significant turn of events on 26th June 2024, the spotlight 
shifted to Thandi Mazibuko, Leonardus Rade, Davide Augusto 
Marques Duarte, and Blanca de Duarte. These esteemed lay 
partners from South Africa (AFRAM), Indonesia (ASPAC), 
Portugal (EUROPA), and Paraguay (PANAM), respectively, have 
been active participants in the 19th General Chapter since its 
inception. Engaging in discussions and basic group sharing, 
they have delved deeply into the SVD reality. 

Today, however, marked a special day—not for them, but for the 
rest of the Capitulars. The lay partners were no longer mere 
invited observers; they emerged as integral members of the 
SVD Family. They shared insights into their programs, activities, 
challenges, and unwavering quest for deeper integration into 
the SVD spirituality and mission. Their collective message was 
clear: “This is who we are; we are passionate about the 
mission.” 

Their stories highlighted an impressive array of activities 
aligned with the core principles of the SVD mission—being 
present where they are most needed. Each lay partner 
recounted how they balanced family life and work while 
fulfilling their roles as SVD lay partners, feeling honoured to be 
part of the SVD Family. The interaction with the Capitulars was 
profoundly moving, underscoring the immense appreciation for 
the lay partners’ contributions. The Capitulars were deeply 
impacted by the presence of the lay partners, with one 
Capitular rephrasing a statement from a lay partner, 

emphasizing the reciprocal nature of education and formation 
between the SVD and lay partners. The sentiment resonated 
widely, with many Capitulars acknowledging the new mission 
paths illuminated by the lay partners’ presence.

Courtesy: Generalate Media Department
19th General Chapter - Daily Update 26 June 2024
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Four SVD lay partners participated in our last General Chapter. 
It was the third time our lay partners took part in such an 
important event of our Society. They were Leonardus Rade 
(Indonesia), Davide Marques (Portugal), Thandi Mazibuko 
(South Africa), and Blanca de Duarte (Paraguay). They shared 
their personal experiences and how their groups do and how 
they collaborate with the mission of the Church and the 
Congregation, reaching out in mission to the needy, the youth, 
the outsiders. Their presence and contribution to the Chapter’s 
work and activities were appreciated by all. 

Throughout the Chapter, they had the opportunity to better 
know the joys and challenges of our Society. We listened to 
their stories and were touched by their passion for the mission 
and true love for the SVD. Through the specific contribution of 
the laity, the Arnoldus Family is enriched and can better 
contribute to the work of evangelization. 

It was also very inspiring the way they challenged us to get to 
know the associated lay groups better, to work more closely 
with them, and to provide them with more formation and 
spiritual support. 

The Statement of the 19th General Chapter highlights three 
fundamental elements of the identity of the SVD lay partners: 
“knowing and living the Arnoldus spirituality, being aware of the 
charism of the Society, and involvement in the mission of our 

Society”. Then, it expresses some commitments that the SVD 
assumed regarding the lay partners. I think that the first two 
are very important: 
1. to promote inclusive collaboration and cooperation with 

SVD lay partners; 
2. to consider lay individuals not merely participants but co-

responsible partners. 

I’m grateful for their presence and sharing in the Chapter and I 
hope that we, SVD and lay partners, will further strengthen our 
collaboration in mission. Perhaps the first big step is, from our 
side, to cultivate a proactive attitude towards the lay partners, 
getting interested in their life and work and creating 
opportunities for the ongoing formation and spiritual growth of 
the SVD lay groups. 

Fr. José Antunes da Silva, SVD
Vice Superior General – General Council 2018-2024

Lay Partners in the 19th General Chapter

Lay Partners Take Center Stage at SVD Chapter
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Opening Ceremony

The inauguration of the 19th General Chapter was a significant 
moment. It began with the ringing of bells, gathering members 
from various regions, the Generalate, SVD communities in 
Rome, SSpS sisters, and guests. In the central plaza of the Ad 
Gentes Center, Superior General Paulus Budi Kleden 
performed the Christological Announcement of the Light and 
formally opened the event, announcing the start of a new 
pilgrimage towards the source of Light

The AFRAM zone conducted a solemn penitential procession 
with the paschal candle, followed by three stations of prayer 
and commitment led by ASPAC, PANAM, and EUROPA. These 
stations invited those present to deeply reflect and renew their 
commitment to the shared mission. Upon entering the main 
chapel, the four zonal coordinators invited their members to 
proclaim: “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening and the day is 
almost over,” symbolizing the continuous need for divine 
guidance and presence. The singing of the Gloria accompanied 
the lighting of the 19th General Chapter’s tree of light.

The inaugural Mass included the Liturgy of the Word and a 
homily by the Superior General, who expressed his hope that 
the General Chapter would inspire and renew the Society, 
enriching the Church and the world. He compared this process 
to a mustard seed growing into a mighty tree, highlighting the 
importance of cultivating trust, courage, and humility and 
being faithful stewards of the mission entrusted by St. Arnold 
Janssen.

The celebration of the Eucharist marked the beginning of the 
process of shaping the Society’s future for the next six years. 
Each liturgical moment was an experience and a reminder of 
the special significance of this event. Confreres, lay partners, 
and friends worldwide were able to follow the ceremony live 
via social media streaming.

Basic Group Meetings

From the first day, the chapter participants were divided into 
language-based working teams for Lectio Divina and 
discussion of various proposed topics. Additionally, the drafting 
of the final document, which will guide the community for the 
next six years, was carried out. This document is the result of a 
collective process of reflection and debate, ensuring it reflects 
the diverse perspectives, experiences, and needs of the 
community. Each section of the document was carefully 
analyzed and revised, incorporating contributions from all 
participants to ensure a comprehensive and representative 
guide that addresses the present and future challenges of the 
Congregation. This joint effort demonstrates the commitment 
of all members to the well-being and growth of our common 
mission.

Election of the New General Council

On 4th July, Ricardo Anselmo Ribeiro was elected as the 
13th Superior General of the Society of the Divine Word. The 
election began with a prayer led by Fr. Nicholas Sengson and 
culminated with the voting while those present sang the “Veni 
Creator.” The Eucharist that day was presided over by Jon Kirby 
and celebrated with music and dances. On 5th July, the new 
General Councilors were elected: Xavier Thirukudumbam as 
Vice Superior General, Brother Michael Ertl, and Eryk Jan 
Koppa, who was re-elected. On 6th July, three more Councilors 
were elected: Yulius Yasinto from Indonesia, Fabian Mate 
Kalaluka from Zambia, and Jerome Márquez from the 
Philippines. Eryk Koppa was appointed General Admonitor. The 
celebration concluded with a Eucharist presided over by 
Bawerima Bruno Wensan’na from Togo

Source: Arnoldus Nota September 2024

SVD 19th General Chapter Highlights
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Farewell former General Council

Welcome newly elected General Council

We wish you all the best and God's blessing for your new duties.
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AFRAM ZONE

The Divine Missionaries celebrated the 40th milestone of their 
journey in the Province of Kenya and Tanzania (KEN). As 
members of the Arnoldus family, we felt overwhelming 
gratitude to God Almighty for the beautiful legacy He has 
bestowed upon the SVDs. We joined them in their Ruby Jubilee 
anniversary celebration, which took place at Burka Parish in 
the Arusha district of Tanzania.

Many events took place during this grand celebration. On 
9th June 2024, there was a blessing of the new SVD Formation 
House in Njiro. The following day, on 10th June, Fr. Emmanuel 
Kimario was ordained. After the Ordination Mass and 
refreshments, lay partners from Kenya and Tanzania had the 
opportunity to meet and discuss plans for some of the group's 
activities.

This special event deeply impacted our lives and instilled a 
stronger passion for our mission as a work of love and service 
to society. Their forty years in our Province have enabled them 
to share their charism and support our growth. Just as a seed 
sprouts when sown into the ground, we flourish in their 
presence. We thank God for the gift of the SVD missionaries.

Creativity and growth

On 30th September, in CFC Nairobi, Imelda Wapopa, Michael 
Murage, and Grace Akinyi represented the group before the 
AFRAM Zone Resource Committee for Interculturality and 
Spirituality in the Arnoldus Family. They gave us a gift for the 
group at the end of the session.

Sharing Christ’s love

Our lay partners from Langas Parish in Eldoret reached out to 
a few vulnerable people in the neighborhood to pray with them 
and share hope in their lives.

Grace Akinyi

Kenya (KEN) – Friends of SVD
Ruby Jubilee Celebrations and Other Activities
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AFRAM Zone Artificial Intelligence training program

The program conducted by Fr. Anthony Swamy, SVD, was 
facilitated by Fr. Lawrence, SVD, for AFRAM zone SVDs, SSpS, 
and lay partners. It was aimed at empowering oneself with AI 
knowledge thus enhancing the ministry with the current 
technologies. Thandi Mazibuko attended the online webinar.

Communication

The talk was given on the Zoom platform by Fr. Modeste 
Munimi, SVD, the General Coordinator of Communications, 
Rome. He spoke on Effective and Relevant Communication in 
a Wounded World. Being a Synodal Church, listening to each is 
very important.

Commissioning of Lay Partners - St Benedict, Malamulele

SVD Lay Partners from St. Benedict’s Catholic Church held 
regular meetings for members' empowerment and spiritual 
growth. The St. Benedict group, commissioned by Fr. Joseph, 
SVD, on 5th September 2024, has eleven members in Initial 
Formation, with four new members joining. The group is 
growing steadily.

Botswana lay partners' growth 

The lay partners were eager to deepen their understanding of 
the SVD charism and spirituality, with a focus on 
interculturality. The growth of lay partners in Botswana 
Province is evident with the establishment of three new groups, 
showing a strong commitment to the mission of the SVD in the 
region. 

The Giyani and Phalaborwa groups had Initial Formation 
sessions led by their Parish Priest and Mission Secretary, 
Fr. Jay De Leon. They were visited by lay partner Thandi 
Mazibuko to offer motivation and support.

Outreach program

The lay partners supported the parish project by providing a 
values formation program, school supplies, sports activities, 
and forming a partnership for vulnerable children and youth in 
the project. 

150th Year of the Society

The start of the Society's 150th anniversary celebrations was 
spearheaded by lay partners at St. Augustine Parish, Giyani. 
St. Benedict, Malamulele, and Good Shepherd, Phalaborwa 
played a significant role in supporting the event through 
resources and active participation in Mass. The event provided 
insight into the origins of the Society and its establishment by 
St. Arnold Janssen.

Thandi Mazibuko

South Africa (BOT) – SVD Lay Partners
Formation, Outreach Program and Jubilee Activities



Profession of Perpetual Vows 

On 8th September 2024, Brother Charles Tambile, SVD, took a 
monumental step in his spiritual journey by professing his 
perpetual vows at St. James Catholic Church in Osu RE, in the 
Archdiocese of Accra. Provincial Superior, Fr. Cyprian Kuupol, 
SVD, officiated the event alongside family members, friends, 
and other religious brothers. This momentous occasion 
symbolizes Brother Tambile's lifetime dedication to serving God 
and people while upholding the virtues of selflessness, 
humility, and devotion. We thank him for his commitment to 
serving God and humanity, and we give our prayers and 
support.

Priestly Ordination 

On 10th August, St. Sylvanus Catholic Church in Pokuase 
celebrated the ordination of five deacons to the Holy 
Priesthood. The ceremony was officiated by the Most Rev. 
Tarcisio Isao Kikuchi, SVD, Archbishop of Tokyo, Japan, and 
drew a large gathering of relatives, friends, and parishioners.

Launch of the 150th Anniversary 

On 8th September, the Divine Word Missionaries launched the 
150th anniversary of the Society of the Divine Word at 

St. Dominic Catholic Church in Adweso, Koforidua Diocese, 
Ghana. The theme for the celebration was "Witnessing to the 
Light: From Everywhere to Everyone." Fr. Cyprian Kuupol, SVD, 
highlighted that for 150 years, SVD missionaries have been 
committed to spreading the Good News and serving the poor. 
Jubilee candles were given to various districts for local parish 
launches. Celebrations will continue until 2025.

Founded in 1875 by St. Arnold Janssen, the Society has 
become one of the largest Catholic missionary congregations. 
In Ghana, they have significantly contributed to evangelization, 
education, and social development.

Celebrating a Life of Faith and Service

On 3rd October, a Requiem Mass was held at Holy Spirit 
Cathedral in Adabraka, Accra, to honour Bro. Stephen 
Domelevo, SVD, who passed away on 26th September. The 
Mass was celebrated by Bishops John Kobina Louis, Auxiliary 
Bishop of the Accra Archdiocese, Gabriel Edoe Kumordji, SVD, 
Bishop of Keta-Akatsi, and Alphonse Asiedu, SVD, Vicar of the 
Apostolic Vicariate of Donkorkrom.

Christiana Mba
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Ghana (GHA) – Friends of SVD
SVD Profession and Ordination as well as Activities of the Jubilee Year



Third Anniversary Mass 

DDW Bandra celebrated the 3rd anniversary Mass at the UCDC 
Chapel on 11th October 2024. It was attended by the members 
including a few others who came for the “Come and see” 
programme and some will join the group as well. Fr. Jolly 
celebrated the Holy Mass, and Fr. Joseph M. T. shared the 
homily focussed on the theme of our 150th anniversary theme 
“Witnessing to the light: from everywhere for everyone”. 

A commitment to spiritual growth and service

The DDW Bandra was founded as a response to a shared 
calling, inaugurated by Fr. Jolly SVD, Mission Secretary, on 
8th September 2021. The group has emphasized continuous 
spiritual formation and growth, grounded in Arnoldus 
spirituality since its inception. It organizes monthly formation 
sessions, retreats, and recollections, fostering a deep 
connection with the spirituality and mission of the Society of 
the Divine Word (SVD). Regular meetings are held at the 
St. Theresa's Church community hall, with additional 
gatherings hosted at members' homes or the IIC Chapel when 
necessary.

Guided by Fr. Jolly’s spiritual leadership, the group has 
celebrated several important milestones. In its second year, 
DDW Bandra gained formal recognition, and members 
affirmed their commitment by taking vows on St. Arnold's feast 
day. The group has also participated in Provincial assemblies 
and represented the India Subzone SVD lay partners gathering 
in Puri. The group's reach expanded internationally, as its 
secretary volunteered at the Second SVD Lay Partners 
Workshop in Nemi this year.

DDW Bandra commemorated its third anniversary by 
welcoming new members and reinforcing its commitment to 
fostering a supportive community. Inspired by the work of DDW 
Andheri and DDW Pune, the group remains dedicated to its 
mission of service and spiritual growth, looking forward to 
continued impact and community building.

Sheeba Mathew 
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ASPAC ZONE

India (INM) – Disciples of the Divine Word (DDW), Bandra
Three Years of DDW Bandra
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Celebrating 25 years 

This year marks a milestone for the Disciples of the Divine 
Word (DDW), Andheri – 25 years of shared dreams, 
achievements, and memories. Over the past quarter-century, 
our journey has been shaped by the dedication, passion, and 
resilience of every individual who has contributed to our 
growth.

‘I Am Possible - Compassion Creators’ 

The Silver Jubilee conference featured a blend of reflective and 
forward-looking sessions. The conference revolved around 
"downloading" compassion – not as data or software but as a 
mindset that encourages empathy, understanding, and 
meaningful action. The keynote address by Fr. Jolly 
Mudakkampurathu was inspiring.

Stories of Impact 

Our first speaker was Mr. Amin Sheikh, founder of Bombay to 
Barcelona Library Cafe and Street Angels Foundation, which 
provides a safe space for street teens to find their way in life.  
Amin, a street child himself, ran away from home at the age of 
five. Not only did he survive the streets of Mumbai, but he also 
became a messiah for street children. 

Sr. Divya Correia, our second speaker, from the Society of St. 
Ursula, worked in Mumbai with the slum children, physically 
challenged and children suffering from HIV. 

Fr. Cosmos Ekka our third panellist works exclusively for the 
upliftment and welfare of migrants, helping them to create self-
identity as Indian citizens and guiding their children to proper 
educational institutions and placements for jobs.

Across several impactful sessions, the speakers explored how 
compassion can be “downloaded” into our lives creating an 
environment that values humanity, kindness, and 
understanding.

Moving forward

One of the recurring messages of the conference was that 
compassion is a skill that can be cultivated and practiced. The 
conference was hosted at Atma Darshan and was filled with 
inspiring sharing and interactive panel discussions.

Here’s to 25 years of making compassion accessible - and to 
many more years of fostering a world rooted in kindness, 
empathy, and understanding.

Susan Noronha

Video of Amin Sheikh

India (INM) – Disciples of the Divine Word (DDW), Andheri, Mumbai
Silver Jubilee Activities

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FuF_5C4_ZEA


Celebrating Fourth Anniversary

DDW Pune celebrated its fourth anniversary on 6th October 
2024, at Divine Word Seminary, Pune. The celebration began 
with the Holy Eucharist, presided over by Fr. Victor Sagayam, 
SVD. During the Eucharist, members renewed their 
commitments. Following the service, the seminarians 
honoured our members with a special felicitation ceremony. 
Leena Xavier, the President, presented the annual report. The 
celebrations concluded with a delightful lunch shared with the 
SVD fathers and seminarians.

On 12th October, we continued our celebrations by organizing a 
one-day picnic for all our members, accompanied by our 
Spiritual Director, Fr. Gregory Arockiam. We had a fun-filled day 
and enjoyed a nice fellowship.

150th Anniversary 

The 150th anniversary of the Society of the Divine Word (SVD) 
was celebrated on 8th September, at Divine Word Seminary, 
Pune. The event included a welcome speech by Fr. Francline 
Machado, SVD, and an inspiring talk by Fr. Naveen Rebello, 
SVD, titled “From Steyl to the World,” which highlighted 
St. Arnold Janssen's vision and the importance of creative 
fidelity today.

Fr. Tomy Thomas, SVD, the Provincial Superior of the INM 
Province, unveiled the jubilee logo and presided over the Holy 
Eucharist, reflecting on the past 150 years and urging renewed 
commitment to the founder’s vision. SVD fathers, Holy Spirit 
Sisters, and lay partners were present for this significant 
occasion.

National Conference on “Gender and Sexual Minorities in 
India.”

From 20th to 22nd October, six of our members attended the 
National Conference on “Gender and Sexual Minorities in 
India” at Ishvani Kendra, organized by SVD fathers. This 
ecumenical conference included presentations from various 
faith groups, focusing on LGBT+ issues.

Key topics discussed included making healthcare more 
inclusive for LGBTQIA individuals, the journey of churches 
regarding human sexuality, and the impact of stigma on 
transgender lives. As lay partners, we were privileged to attend 
and appreciate the opportunity provided by our SVD 
community.

Leena Xavier

15

India (INM) – Disciples of the Divine Word (DDW), Pune
Celebrations and Further Training
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India (ING) - Apostles of Divine Word (ADW)
Sesquicentennial Jubilee Celebration - A Day of Triple Blessings

On 8th September 2024, the Society of the Divine Word (SVD) 
joyfully celebrated its Sesquicentennial Jubilee, marking 
150 years since its founding. This momentous occasion 
coincided with two other significant events: the celebration of 
Girl Child Day and the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. These three joyous occasions were spiritually prepared 
for with a nine-day Novena. 

The festivities began at 8:30 am with a morning prayer and a 
floral tribute to Mother Mary. Fr. Jeevan Kenedy, the Regional 
Superior of the ING Region, introduced the Jubilee. A highlight 
was the blessing of new Mass Stoles and a Jubilee Cross 
containing a relic of St. Arnold Janssen, by Bishop Lumen 
Montero, Diocese of Agartala. Fr. Kenedy and Fr. Fredy 
distributed the blessed stoles to priests and shawls to ADW 
members, concluding with a solemn Eucharistic celebration.

After the Mass, Jubilee saplings were planted by Bishop Lumen 
Montero, Fr. Jeevan Kenedy, Neitunglian Halam, and 
Nayanmoti Debbarma, symbolizing hope for the mission's 
future. The celebration was enhanced by the presence of 
twenty SVD priests along with distinguished guests, priests, 
brothers, and religious sisters from the Diocese of Agartala. 
Approximately 1,800 faithful from the parishes of Ambassa, 
Kumlung, and Kamaranga participated in this significant event.

Sixteen SVD lay partners from the three parishes attended, 
bringing hope for the mission's future. After the ceremony, a 
lively cultural program followed. Fr. Ivan D'Silva welcomed 
everyone, while Fr. Jeevan Kenedy expressed gratitude to God 
and the attendees. 

This Sesquicentennial Jubilee was not just a commemoration 
of 150 years, but a celebration of faith, mission, and 
community, leaving an indelible mark on all participants. The 
day concluded with a communal meal, symbolizing the unity 
and love that have sustained the SVD's work for a century and 
a half.

Anjana Bongcher
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Archbishop’s Message 

On 30th August 2024, Soverdia Nagekeo had the pleasure of 
meeting His Grace Msgr. Paulus Budi Kleden, Bishop of the 
Archdiocese of Ende, at the SVD Danga Cottage Hall. The event 
began with a garlanding ceremony by Wanggol Ludovikus, the 
Chairman of Soverdia Nagekeo District, followed by 
enthusiastic "SOVERDIA" cheers from the participants, led by 
Emcee Andreas Ndona. The meeting included a brief overview 
of Soverdia's activities and was attended by all eighty-six 
administrators and members, alongside several priests, 
including the Bishop's Secretary, Fr. Evan, and Fr. Kristo Betu, 
Vicar of Danga Parish, among others.

Silver Jubilee Celebrations

Friends and family originally planned to celebrate the Silver 
Jubilee of Fr. Antonius Y. B. Hayon on Solor Island. Instead, he 
chose to hold a thanksgiving service at the SVD Danga Lodge 
Community with the members of Soverdia Nagekeo and KUB. 
The event was coordinated via WhatsApp, relying on 
spontaneous contributions and marking Soverdia Nagekeo's 
first Thanksgiving event. Fr. Anton was joined by two siblings 
and their spouses who travelled from Solor Island and Adonara 
Island to celebrate.

Scripture Reading

One of the activities of Soverdia in Nagekeo District is house-to-
house prayer, which includes Scripture sharing. However, our 
previous sessions felt mediocre, prompting us to invite 
Fr. Lukas Jua for a deeper exploration of the Scriptures. On 
14th September, at the SVD Lodge Hall in Danga, fifteen 
members attended, along with moderators Fr. Ignas Dasion 
SVD and Fr. Anton Hayon 

We identified that many children don’t attend church because 
parents often do not accompany them or emphasize its 
importance. This discussion was enriched by the scripture from 
Deuteronomy 6:4-9. The engaging conversation sparked 
enthusiasm among participants, concluded with a blessing 
from Fr. Luke, and enjoyed refreshments together before 
departing.

No Plastic

Additionally, our glass and refillable water program has 
successfully reduced plastic waste, serving as an educational 
tool for those used to disposable containers.

Elfrin Hurek

Indonesia Ende (IDE) - Soverdia Nagekeo
Celebrations, Scripture Readings and Social Activities
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Devotion to Sacred Heart

Every month, Soverdia diligently and faithfully participates in 
devotions to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Holy Spirit in 
the Adoration Service. They pray the Rosary for the SVD 
Mission's work worldwide and engage in Bible study to deepen 
their understanding of the Divine Word.

Religious Vows

Representatives from Soverdia Jakarta, Surabaya-Malang, and 
the Bali-Lombok District attended the SVD perpetual religious 
vows on 15th August at the SVD Surya Wacana Seminary in 
Malang, East Java. Among them was Fr. Aldo, the son of a 
Soverdia member from the Bali-Lombok District. In addition to 
this participation, members also attended the renewal of vows 
ceremony in their respective parishes.

Recollection

On 7th September, the Soverdia Jakarta District held a grand 
recollection attended by members from Soverdia Matraman, 
Pademangan, Kranji, Galaxi, and Bekasi. The event was 
chaired by Fr. Yohanes Doni of the SVD Novitiate in Malang. The 
closing Mass was also led by Fr. Doni, along with Fr. Goris 
(Provincial of SVD IDJ), Fr. Grasius (Moderator of Soverdia IDJ), 
and Fr. Pungky (Rector of the SVD Jakarta District).

SVD anniversary and socials

On 8th and 9th September, Soverdia groups in the IDJ Province 
actively participated in the Mass and celebration of the 
14th SVD anniversary, as well as the launch program for 
150 years of SVD worldwide.

On 28th September, the Soverdia Bali-Lombok District held an 
event to discuss the results of General Chapter XIX, presented 
by Fr. Goris Kaha. Paulina Suharsi, a participant from the 
Second SVD Lay Partners Workshop, also contributed insights. 
Members from Denpasar, Tuka, and Tangeb attended in 
person, while those from Soverdia Ampenan in Lombok joined 
online. 

Mission Animation

Soverdia of Good Shepherd Parish teamed up with the SVD 
Jakarta Mission Office team for a Mission Animation and 
fundraising event on Mission Sunday, 20th October. We hope 
this inspires more parishioners and Soverdia members to 
engage in SVD's world mission.

Meet and greet

Soverdia Pontianak in West Kalimantan held a Mass and meet-
and-greet with Fr. Sopan, a missionary in Cuba. This event 
aimed to inspire members and encourage their commitment to 
work together as part of the global SVD community.

Paulina Suharsi

Indonesia (IDJ) - Soverdia
Various Activities
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Lenten Recollection on 16th March 2024

Lenten recollection is a yearly activity for the SVD lay partner 
group of the SVD Ruteng Province. Fr. Vitalis, the group's 
moderator, highlighted that Lenten Recollection is a 
meaningful time for reflection, prayer, and penance. It offers an 
opportunity to deepen one's relationship with God and 
encourages personal introspection for improvement and 
positive change. Around thirty members participated. 

Fr. Vitalis stressed the following activities.

• Prayer and Meditation: Spend time each day in quiet prayer 
or meditation. This can help you to connect with your 
spiritual side and reflect on the meaning of the season.

• Fasting: Fasting, whether from food or other activities. It's 
not just about giving up something, but also about making 
space for something new.

• Charity and Kindness: Lent is a great time to focus on 
helping others, whether through volunteering or by being 
kinder in daily interactions.

• Reflection: Reflect on your life and your relationship with 
God. 

• Reading and Learning: Religious texts or books can provide 
insight and inspiration. It's a good time to join a study 
group or attend lectures or seminars.

• Confession and Reconciliation: If you're comfortable with it, 
participating in the Sacrament of Reconciliation can be a 
powerful part of your Lenten journey.

Remember, the goal is not to do all these things perfectly, but 
to sincerely deepen your spiritual life. What's most important is 
that you find practices that resonate with you and help you to 
grow.

Marian Pilgrimage 

Our lay partner group in the province visits grottos during May 
and October to honor Mother Mary. We went to a grotto near 
the Carmelite Sisters at the end of May. Although attendance 
was low, we still found value in praying for those who couldn't 
join us. This Marian pilgrimage deepens our faith, allowing us 
to connect with our spirituality and draw inspiration from the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. This pilgrimage was special as we also 
celebrated the birthday of Fr. Vitalis, our Moderator and 
Mission Secretary.

Fr. Vitalis Hiburdin, SVD

Indonesia Ruteng (IDR) – Persaudaraan Misioner Sang Sabda (PMSS)
Lenten Recollection and Marian Pilgrimage
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Typhoon Carina (internationally named Gaemi) wreaked havoc 
across the Philippines during the weeks of 20-31 August 2024. 
It caused significant loss of life and extensive damage to 
property, particularly in Metro Manila. The areas severely 
affected included those along the Marikina and Nangka Rivers, 
with San Mateo, Rizal, suffering the worst impact. Located on 
the eastern side of the Sierra Madre Mountains, San Mateo 
was inundated by raging rainwater flowing down from the bald 
mountain ranges. Many leaders from LSSAJ live in this area.

In response to the disaster, LSSAJ quickly mobilized under the 
leadership of Chairman Charlie Avila, alongside President Tony 
Alvarado and other Board of Trustees members. They were 
supported by SVD-PHC Lay Partners Coordinator Tyrone 
Cimafranca and LSSAJ General Santos City President Danny 
Remoroza. 

Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and individuals 
responded to our plea for aid. Among them was the Peace & 
Equity Foundation (PEF), which provided funds for buying 
emergency packs; St. Jude Catholic School, an SVD institution; 
Jollibee Marketing; SM Supermarket; and the Surehealth Multi-
Specialty & Diagnostic Clinic. Additionally, members of LSSAJ 
and the XVDs came to our aid. The Women’s Workers for the 
Informal Sector (WISE), affiliated with LSSAJ, played a crucial 
role in primary-level neighborhood community organizing, 
which helped in qualifying, screening, and facilitating the 
distribution of relief goods.

The project consisted of two phases: 
• Emergency response 
This phase focused on providing relief support, which included 
food, clothing, emergency kits, blankets, and health and 
sanitation supplies. Relief support reached a total of 715 
households, each household averaging 4 to 5 family members. 
Additionally, LSSAJ provided a feeding program, serving hot 
meals to a total of 2200 people for four days, particularly those 
in evacuation centers.

• Empowerment and support 
This phase is currently being organized and will emphasize 
empowerment, value formation, and psycho-spiritual support 
to aid in recovery.

God has been truly generous with His provisions, outpouring 
love, and guidance in making this project a reality. He protected 
all volunteers and survivors, keeping them safe from harm 
during the project's most crucial moments.

Daisy Leones

The Philippines (PHC) – The Lay Society of St. Arnold Janssen (LSSAJ)
LSSAJ Emergency Response: Typhoon Carina
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In the words of former Superior General Fr. Budi Kleden during 
the 19th SVD General Chapter referring to SVDs and lay mission 
partners, “Collaboration is not an option, it is the way to 
respond to the reality that God has called us and empowered 
us to participate in his missions.” It was in this spirit that SVDs 
and mission partners of the Philippine Northern Province came 
together for the 1st Joint SVD-PHN District Mission Coordinators 
and SVD-PHN Mission Partners General Assembly from 4th to 
6th August 2024 at the SVD Retreat House, Baguio City with the 
following objectives - 1) to celebrate the 5th anniversary of SVD-
PHN Mission Partners, 2) to discuss and adopt the SVD -PHN 
Mission Partners Manual for submission and approval to the 
SVD-PHN Mission Secretary, the Provincial Superior and his 
Council, and 3) to create mission animation teams and make 
initial plan of action for every district of the Province.

Participating in the Assembly were thirty-seven mission 
partners and ten SVDs from the five districts with all members 
of the SVD family represented – an SVD Brother, SVD priests, 
and mission partners: from diverse backgrounds, cultures, 
social stature, and age groups. By the multiplicity of those 
participating, it was evident how the SVDs and mission 
partners of the PHN are eager to journey together in missionary 
discipleship: co-responsible in mission, fellowship in 
community, and association in spirituality. During the Opening 
Mass, Fr. Provincial Romy Fajardo affirmed and reiterated his 
commitment to this Partnership.

St. Arnold Janssen surely smiles from heaven as his unfulfilled 
dream of this Partnership is strongly taking root in SVD - 
Philippine Northern Province. On 4th August 2019, we gave the 
Partnership a name. On 5th August 2024, we gave it a 
backbone. One Arnoldus Family for the Mission.

Mike and GeeO Paderon

The Philippines (PHN) – SVD-PHN Mission Partners
General Assemby of SVD District Mission Coordinators and SVD-PHN Mission Partners
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On 29th September 2024, in celebration of the Feast of Saint 
Michael the Archangel, the SVD Crusaders in the SVD 
Philippine Southern Province launched a catechism and 
feeding program to select two hundred malnourished children 
who belonged to St Arnold Janssen Parish in Cebu City. The 
program started with the catechism, followed by the Holy Mass 

presided over by Fr. Andy Guban, SVD, and concluded with the 
agape or feeding with the children.

In line with this, the SVD Crusaders, St. Arnold Janssen Parish, 
and the Caritas Cebu agreed that this program would continue 
every week. The beneficiaries are those who are malnourished 
children from 22 Chapels. To see the potential outcome of this 
feeding program, the parish, and the Caritas worked together 
to monitor the effect by weighing the children regularly and 
tracking their nutritional progress. 

This initiative is inspired by the mission and vision of our 
founder, Saint Arnold Janssen, “to be witnesses of the Word to 
the world.” The event was a success bringing hope, knowledge, 
and wellness to the children who are living on the fringes of our 
society.

Daisy Leones

The Philippines (PHS) – SVD Crusaders
Feeding the Malnourished Children

Meeting and participation

The meeting for the lay partners was held from 20th to 
23rd June 2024 by Fr. Wayan Heriyanto, SVD. Forty-two lay 
partners from seven communities in the provinces of Cebu, 
Bohol, and Agusan del Sur participated to strengthen the 
community and the mission

Enthronement of the Bible 

This marked the beginning of the activity to emphasize the 
importance of the Word of God in the mission.

The first Session was focused on understanding the “Missio 
Dei,” the current state of the mission, and how to participate in 
the modern context. It included a mini workshop where the 
partners shared their inspirations and plans to support the 
SVD apostolates.

The second Session was dedicated to harmonizing the 
Constitution and Bylaws (CBL) of the lay partners. This included 
presentations on the history, programs, challenges, and 
sustained efforts of the different groups. A common CBL was 
developed for all lay partners in the region, covering vision and 
mission, membership, governance, accountability 
mechanisms, formation programs, and collaboration with other 
groups of the Arnoldus Family.

Mission support

Discussions on how lay partners can contribute to the local and 
global missions of the SVD. The Mission Secretary of the 
Southern Province of the Philippines presented concrete ways 
of support.

Community visits

Visits to six parishes and a JPIC project in the Agusan District to 
experience the mission in action alongside the missionaries 
and lay partners.

Final reflection

The activity helped the lay partners understand and appreciate 
their participation in the mission, highlighting the presence of 
Christ in people’s lives.

Source: Arnoldus Nota July August 2024

SVD Lay Partners
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EUROPA ZONE

The meeting of the “SVD-Partner” (SVD lay associates) from 2 
to 6 October in Steyl was characterised by prayer and 
discussion.

Online Prayer, Day of Retreat and Rosary

The meeting began with the monthly online prayer, which was 
broadcast from the Oratorium1 this time. The group's day of 
retreat on Friday focused on the theme of creation and was 
prepared by “SVD-Partner” Petra Linchet. The day was 
characterized by impulses and personal reflection as well as 
common prayer. On Saturday evening the “Rosary of the Divine 
Word” was prayed in Steyl for the first time.

“Action plan”, “Mission today” and Program 2024/2025

In addition to the spiritual part of the meeting, the program 
included a discussion of the “Action plan”)2. The group sent 

their comments on it to Mission Secretary Fr. Stanislaus 
Thanuzraj Lazar SVD in Rome.

“SVD-Partner” also addressed the topic of “Mission Today” with 
the support of Fr. Jürgen Ommerborn, SVD. The challenges 
faced in the parishes were discussed in detail, as well as new 
ways of proclaiming the Good News.

Finally, the group looked at the activities for the jubilee year:

• For the World Day of the Poor on 17th November, a prayer,
an impulse text, and novena intercessions were created.
For German-speaking countries, an online calendar was
published, which could be used to prepare for World Day
from 7 November onwards (novena).

• In the jubilee year, two of the monthly online prayers will be
organized by guests (Community of Salvatorian Lay People,
DJK Sports Association). Weekly devotions are planned
during Lent, and there will be a novena on Foundation Day.

Furthermore, the first meeting of SVD lay persons from the 
EUROPA zone in June 2025 in Sankt Augustin was discussed 
with Mission Secretary Fr. Xavier Alangaram, SVD, and initial 
ideas for its organization were collected.

Maria Wego

Germany (GER) – “SVD-Partner” (SVDP)
Meeting of “SVD-Partner” in Steyl: Prayer and Dialogue

1 Oratorium: Chapel in the former office of St. Arnold 
Janssen

2 Action plan see Newsletter 2/2024
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PANAM ZONE

The Misioneros Socios Laicos Amigos del Verbo from the San 
Francisco Javier Parish in San Javier Misiones, Argentina is in 
the process of forming and strengthening itself as a group of 
Lay Partners of the Society of the Divine Word (SVD). They 
share their experiences:

Lila Rhor, a member of the group, shares, “Through the SVD lay 
partners, I have formed friendships and learned how to 
collaborate and support our priests. We celebrate together and 
support one another like a family, and I find joy in this volunteer 
work.”

Cristina Baez reflects: “Participating as SVD Lay Partners was 
initially surprising for me. We are involved in various parish 
ministries, striving to rekindle the missionary spirit that helps 
us embody the Triune God in our daily lives. It's rewarding to 
connect with lay partners worldwide, sharing experiences, 
challenges, and successes. This collaboration encourages us 
to see our communities as fertile ground to plant new ideas, 
listen deeply, and respond to pastoral challenges effectively. 
Like the SVD founders and many who support us, we need to 
bring the Light of the Incarnate Word to our complex realities.”

As lay partners, we are called to step out of our comfort zones 
and let the Light of Christ shine in the Church and beyond. May 

the Holy Spirit guide us in our missionary work, helping us to 
serve faithfully and remain grateful for the mercy we receive.

Thank you to our parish priest and Mission Secretary, Fr. Dedi 
Bonaventura SVD and Fr. Reyann V. Orlandez SVD for the space 
they have provided us in the parish and their support for the 
proposed activities aimed at promoting the life and work of the 
Holy Founders and the sesquicentennial.

Blanca Gómez da Silva

Argentina (ARE) – Misioneros Socios Laicos Amigos del Verbo, San Javier Misiones
Forming New Group
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District Meeting

In the context of the SVD Jubilee Year and guided by the 
spirituality of St. Arnold, we are holding district meetings and 
spiritual retreats for lay partners. 

We are planning activities for the Jubilee year. From our 
meetings, we developed wonderful proposals to reach out and 
connect with our brothers. We do so with the joy of knowing 
that we are guided by the Holy Spirit and the intercession of our 
holy founders.

The four districts of the ARE Province, (Posadas, Chaco, Alto 
Uruguay, and Eldorado) will work together in prayer to be a light 
and support the sick and those in need of God's love.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

As part of the Jubilee year activities, we united in prayer to pray 
for the SVDs and the Arnoldus Family in all the districts and 
asking for the evangelizing mission of priests religious 
brothers, sisters and all laity of the world. The missionaries of 
the Posadas District gathered to pray to the Holy Trinity in the 
community of Villa Cabello, Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, 
Fr. Simos Sugui Duli and the lay partners and Villa Cabello 
Foundation along with Fr. Giberto Saleres, Bro. Jorge Gómez, 

Fr. Edwin, Fr. Fidel, and Provincial Superior, Fr. Héctor 
Maldonado, who presided over the Mass after adoration.

Bringing the light of Christ to communities

We continue with our mission of going to the homes of our 
brothers in need. Fr. Héctor along with Fr. Mario, supports this 
beautiful mission of bringing the healing Word of Jesus to those 
in need.

Formation

Jorge Gómez, the JPIC Coordinator, conducted a training 
session for lay mission partners on Reconciliation and 
Forgiveness, focusing on interpersonal relationships and the 
quality of life.

Aurora Galarza

Argentina (ARE) – Misioneros Socios Laicos Amigos del Verbo
Activities
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Rosary making workshop

The rosary-making workshop offered a unique way for 
participants to engage in their faith, creating an object of 
devotion with their own hands. For those who attended, the 
experience served as a reminder that even in a busy world, 
there are moments when faith and creativity can come 
together to inspire peace, reflection, and connection. On 
12th August 2024, a workshop on how to make rosaries was 
conducted on the island of Colon. Fr. Yohanes Fajar animated 
the program.

Formation

On 25th August we participated in the Formation Program as lay 
mission partners. The session explored how to integrate a 
missionary's spiritual existence (being) with their outward 
activities and responsibilities (doing).

Tree planting

On 22nd September we joined in the planting of one hundred 
trees in El Peñon on the outskirts of Panama City promoted by 
Fr. David Selvasekar, SVD. It is about caring for nature and 
God's beloved children as an expression that “Your light must 
shine before others.” Every tree we plant today is a testament 

to our love for the earth and our responsibility to protect it, 
showing that, together, we can cultivate a greener, more 
hopeful future.

PANAM Zonal Assembly

The XI PANAM Zonal Assembly, with the Vice Superior General 
Fr. Jose Antunes da Silva, took place in Panama City from 
14th to 19th April 2024. SVD lay mission partners Pablo 
Camerena and Rogelio Rodriguez participated in the Assembly.

Tarde de Bingo 

An afternoon of bingo is much more than a game: it is a way to 
bring the community together, raise funds, and generate 
moments of joy and connection. Whether it's to have fun, make 
new friends, or support a cause, an afternoon of bingo is 
always a great option to enjoy as a community. On 20th October, 
we had an afternoon of Tade de bingo, an economic activity 
supporting missions.

As SVD lay mission partners, we stand together in prayer for our 
Society’s 150th anniversary.

Rubiela Ramírez de Rodríguez
Rogelio Rodriguez-Pizza

Panama (CAM) – Misioneros Laicos del Verbo Divino (MLVD)
Various Activities
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JPIC

As Divine Word Missionaries, we want to follow the teaching of 
the Word, the Word who became flesh and dwells among us, 
sharing the joy of the Gospel with the marginalised, the 
children, and the forgotten elderly. Living the Gospel is 
something concrete that requires concrete action. As Jesus 
said to his disciples ‘Feed them’, we (St. Isidore Labrador 
Parish SVD, Encarnación) also feed 250 needy children and 
the elderly every Saturday. In this way, we are called to share 
the Good News and be the Good News in a wounded world.

SVD Youth Congress 

The Ninth Annual SVD Youth Congress 2024 was held from 
6th to 8th September 2024. Around eighty youth from different 
parishes participate in this important event every year. From 
the start to the finish, the youth's passionate involvement was 
consistently evident, allowing for the development of themes 
associated with the congregation's present slogan. 
Fr. Kornelius Boli, Provincial of Paraguay, stressed the value of 
being light in a world that is frequently dark during the closing 
mass. 

VIII Congress of Laicos Verbitas

With the motto ‘Your light must shine before others’, the eighth 
congress of the SVD lay partners, province of Paraguay, was 
held from 25th to 27th October with the participation of ninety-
one Laicos Verbitas. A National Team of Laicos Verbitas was set 
up after the Congress to organize and energize the activity of 
the lay partners across the nation in the face of the present 
difficulties.

Bible Apostolate 

During September, several activities were carried out in the 
different parishes and schools of the SVDs. The main objective 
was to encourage Bible Reading and to get to know God 
through His Word. Bible competitions, Formation days, and 
workshops on Lectio Divina were held. In addition, a virtual 
meeting with the theme "Lord, teach us to pray" was held by the 
Bible Animation team.

Jorge Sienkawiec

Paraguay (PAR) – Laicos Verbitas del Paraguay
Ongoing Formation and Mission Activities
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Rosary

In Riverside, California, Queen of Angels Church 
commemorates its Society of the Divine Word 
150th anniversary in a heartfelt and meaningful way. The 
congregation engaged powerfully by praying the Missionary 
Rosary twice daily, in English and Spanish, inviting the 
community to participate. Parish ministries led the Rosary, 
promoting unity. The celebration culminated on 31st October 
2024, with a procession from the Chapel to the main Church, 
echoing with prayers and songs of thanksgiving.

Initiation Retreat

The Mission Animation laity group is organizing an Initiation 
Retreat for individuals seeking spiritual growth. The retreat 
aims to provide essential spiritual tools for navigating daily life 
as a Catholic. Participants will engage in sessions to better 
understand and share Christ's message of love and hope in 
their community.

JPIC

The JPIC team has organized and invited TODEC (Training 
Occupational Development Educating Communities) whose 
mission is to empower disenfranchised immigrant 
communities to become economically, socially, educationally, 

and civilly self-sufficient. This workshop was for undocumented 
people of the parish, around 200 people attended.

Bible course

The Biblical dimension team has organized a Bible Course for 
the community and parents whose children are in faith 
formation classes every Wednesday. Attendance is between 60 
to 80 participants.

Youth Gathering

Furthermore, the District of San Bernardino is making exciting 
preparations for a vibrant Youth Gathering. This event is 
anticipated to welcome around 600 enthusiastic second-year 
confirmation and RCIA candidates on 7th December. Youth from 
various backgrounds will come together for a day of fellowship, 
learning, and spiritual growth, deepening their connection to 
their faith and one another.

Conclusion 

“We are moving on with celebrating our Jubilee year with 
different activities at the Parish, District, and Province level. In 
collaboration with our confreres, we are doing our best to be a 
light for others so that all the people may have life and have it 
in abundance”. Fr. Beni Leu 

Sylvia Angel

United States (USW) – SVD Lay Partners
Parish, District and Providence Events
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� Information from the SVD �

The Consecration of Mons. Paulus Budi Kleden
A New Chapter for the Church in Ende

On 22 August 2024, in Ende, 
Indonesia, the consecration of 
Mons. Paulus Budi Kleden, 
SVD, took place, gathering a 
multitude of faithful, bishops, 
authorities, and members of 
the SVD community, including 
the new Superior General, 
Fr. Anselmo Ribeiro. Mons. 
Kleden, known as “the smiling 
bishop”, for his warmth and 
approachability, was 
honoured for his dedication to 

the Church and the Society of the Divine Word, where he 
previously served as Superior General.

The ceremony was a vibrant testament to the faith and 
commitment of the Catholic community in Ende. Mons. Kleden 
has been a prominent figure within the SVD, recognized for his 
leadership and ability to guide with humility and compassion. 

His consecration marks a significant moment not only for the 
local community but also for the missionary work of the SVD 
worldwide. During the ceremony, the homily emphasized the 
importance of service and dedication to the community, 
fundamental values in Mons. Kleden’s life. 

The SVD community, present in large numbers, joyfully 
celebrated the appointment of one of their own as bishop, and 
the presence of Fr. Anselmo Ribeiro added special meaning to 
the event. Local media highlighted Mons. Kleden as a leader 
close to the people, ready to listen and accompany the faithful 
on their spiritual journey. His smile, a symbol of his desire to 
build a church of love and service, marked the celebration and 
signalled the beginning of a new chapter in his pastoral 
ministry. The consecration of Mons. Paulus Budi Kleden was a 
deeply significant event for the Church in Indonesia, uniting the 
community in celebration and prayer, and establishing a strong 
foundation for his future leadership.

Source: Arnoldus Nota, September 2024

� SVD Sesquicentennial Celebration - Jubilee Year �

On the occasion of the SVD 
Jubilee Year, “SVD-Partner”, 
SVD lay associates in 
Germany, have written the 
Rosary of the Divine Word. 
The five mysteries deal with 
important aspects of SVD 
spirituality. After each 
mystery, it is recommended 
to pray the prayer of St 
Arnold Janssen: ‘May the 
darkness of sin and the 
night of unbelief vanish 

before the light of the Word and the Spirit of Grace. And may 
the Heart of Jesus live in the hearts of all.’

The Rosary of the Divine Word was prayed for the first time by 
‘SVD-Partner’ and the community of the Mission House 
St. Michael in Steyl on 5th October 2024. The SVD Lay Partners 
EUROPA Zone decided to pray the rosary during their monthly 
online prayer in the jubilee year.

The Divine Word Rosary is available in English, Spanish, and 
German and can be downloaded from the “SVD-Partner” 
website.

Rosary of the Divine Word

1st Mystery: 
Jesus, the Word that was in the beginning. (John 1:1-5)
2nd Mystery: 
Jesus, the Word that became human. (John 1:14)
3rd Mystery: 
Jesus taught us to call God, the Father. (Matt 6:7-13)
4th Mystery: 
Jesus showed us the way to eternal life. (John 14,2.6a)
5th Mystery: 
Jesus sent us to the people in the world. (Mark 16,15)

Maria Wego

Monthly Prayer of the SVD Lay Partners EUROPA Zone:
Every third Monday of the month, 8 pm (Rome time)
Zoom-Link under “Let’s pray“ on the website 
www.svd-partner.eu

A Prayer as Jubilee Gift
The Rosary of the Divine Word



150 years is a reason to celebrate, and not just on the 
150th anniversary of the foundation on 8th September 2025, 
but for the entire 150th year of the existence of the SVD. The 
149th anniversary was therefore celebrated in style as the 
opening of the anniversary year at the founding site in Steyl - 
with a festive mass, banquet and the unveiling of a 
commemorative plaque. The celebration was attended by 
members of the SVD of the German province, many members 
of the Generalate, neighbouring provinces, SVD-Partner and 
friends of the SVD as well as neighbours in Steyl.

The main celebrant of the festive Mass was Superior General 
Fr. Anselmo Ribeiro and the concelebrants were Fr. Eric Koppa 
(General Councillor) and Fr. Peter Claver Narh (Provincial of the 
German Province). The musical organisation of the Mass was 
provided by the Fratres of the German Province. Readings and 
intercessions were read by members of the SVD, SSpS and SVD 
partners. Interculturality is a characteristic of the SVD. It was 
also evident in the organisation of the Mass. Indonesian 

missionary sisters accompanied Fr. Stanislaus Kofi, who 
brought the Evangeliary to the altar, with a traditional dance.

At the subsequent celebration in the assembly hall of the 
mission house, there was plenty of opportunity to chat with 
friends and acquaintances and make new friends, in addition 
to the festive meal and the coffee and cake, a typical German 
afternoon meal. It was a meeting of the Arnoldus family.

At the end of the festive day, Fr. Anselmo Ribeiro unveiled a 
commemorative plaque of the anniversary, which was placed 
right of the entrance door on the outside wall of the church.

Sophie Wego
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This sesquicentennial 
celebration of the Society 
of the Divine Word needs 
to be celebrated 
meaningfully and con-
cretely in the local places 
that impact the mission of 
the Church. Here are 

some proposals for SVD lay associates/partners groups’ 
consideration. Consult the local mission secretary and spiritual 
animators before executing any of these programs.

• Producing a short video on the occasion of the Jubilee.
• Composing songs.
• Pilgrimages (E.g., Steyl, Oies for lay partners, visiting 

important sites of missionary work in a country) 
• Novenas/triduum.

• Publications/writeups on the activities of the SVD lay 
associates/partners groups. 

• Exhibitions on the history and mission of the SVDs.
• Symposium/webinars on 150 years on mission.
• Organizing common programs with the Arnoldus family.
• Jubilee souvenirs (books, caps, key chains, calendars)
• Retreat on Arnold Janssen's spirituality
• Any concrete social project to mark the jubilee 
• Publishing video of testimonies of lay associates/partners 
• Organizing musical concerts, Sports, cultural programs, etc. 
• Programs for children and youth
• Planting trees
• Any initiative on ecology
• Any other ... 

Fr. Stanislaus T. Lazar, SVD
Generalate Mission secretary, Rome

Starting the Jubilee Year

SVD 150 Years
Some Proposals for the Celebration
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� Formation / Further Studies �

We should not think of this mission of sharing Christ as 
something only between Jesus and me. Mission is experienced 
in fellowship with our communities and with the whole Church. 
[…] Love for the brothers and sisters of our communities – 
religious, parochial, diocesan and others – is a kind of fuel that 
feeds our friendship with Jesus. [212]

He now asks you to meet him there, in every one of our 
brothers and sisters, and especially in the poor, the despised 
and the abandoned members of society. [213]

Jesus is calling you and sending you forth to spread goodness 
in our world. His call is one of service […] Those who do not 
carry out their mission on this earth will find not happiness, but 
disappointment. […] Never forget that Jesus is at your side at 
every step of the way. He will not cast you into the abyss or 
leave you to your own devices. He will always be there to 
encourage and accompany you. [215]

In your own way, you too must be a missionary, like the apostles 
and the first disciples of Jesus, who went forth to proclaim the 
love of God, to tell others that Christ is alive and worth knowing. 
[216]

Compiled by: Maria Wego
SVD-Partner, Germany

Text of the Encyclica: 
Dilexit Nos

Encyclical “Dilexit Nos”
Some Extracts

May the Heart of Jesus live in the hearts of all. (Saint Arnold 
Janssen)

Here are extracts from the Encyclical Letter “Dilexit Nos” of the 
Holy Father Francis on the Human and Divine Love of the Heart 
of Jesus Christ as an encouragement to read the Encyclical 
letter.

Bringing Love to the World
If we devalue the heart, we also devalue what it means to 
speak from the heart, to act with the heart, to cultivate and 
heal the heart. If we fail to appreciate the specificity of the 
heart, we miss the messages that the mind alone cannot 
communicate; we miss out on the richness of our encounters 
with others; we miss out on poetry. We also lose track of history 
and our own past, since our real personal history is built with 
the heart. At the end of our lives, that alone will matter. [11]

Mission, as a radiation of the love of the heart of Christ, 
requires missionaries who are themselves in love and who, 
enthralled by Christ, feel bound to share this love that has 
changed their lives. [209]

To be able to speak of Christ, by witness or by word, in such a 
way that others seek to love him, is the greatest desire of every 
missionary of souls. [210]

Christ asks you never to be ashamed to tell others, with all due 
discretion and respect, about your friendship with him. He asks 
that you dare to tell others how good and beautiful it is that you 
found him. [211]

� Column �

Christmas is coming soon! Lots 
of presents will be made, bought 
and wrapped. After all, gifts 
need to be chosen with love and 
care and beautifully wrapped. 
There has to be a surprise!

Unfortunately, wrapping paper, 
ribbons, and boxes fill the 
rubbish bins after Christmas. 
That's not good for the 

environment, and it's not necessary. There are many good 
alternatives. You just have to ask around a bit. I have done that.

In Japan, for example, gifts are wrapped in square cloth. It's 
called furoshiki. Very chic!

Meanwhile, I wrap a lot of presents in ‘old paper’. That sounds 
strange, I know. But I pick out beautiful pages from old 
newspapers and magazines and then turn them into wrapping 
paper. It looks really great. Just give it a try.

Then you can also use jars or paper bags. I'm sure you have lots 
of other ideas on how to wrap presents without plastic and 
without creating waste.

I wish you a Merry Christmas and lots of beautifully wrapped 
presents!

Jo

https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/pubblico/2024/10/24/0820/01635.html#in
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List of Lay Partners’ Videos
Published by SVDMissionTV on YouTube

Since February 2022 SVD lay partners all over the world 
present themselves and their work in small videoclips 
published by SVDMissionTV on YouTube. Since issue no. 20 

you find the complete list of all existing videos here. At the 
moment there are no new videos.

Click on the globe to start the video.

More in production

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4IBfYI89Gow
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m33mB5YSIZI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eQ_JTR9MOp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y4TGFa0O-X4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uV4C6y-mVIU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VbNuVnvLwho
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sEcXZ_h3qwQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rx64rdWOG-c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WGFj0fK-eHs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OqC0-lM1qU8&list=PLiKU7tSsxDF8h325mqBlj9sTq2YOalq8v&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xTTZseXha0k&list=PLiKU7tSsxDF8h325mqBlj9sTq2YOalq8v
https://youtu.be/bJI4rkcque0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SO7Hf9VFlvc
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In Memoriam

Gone from our sight, but never from our hearts.
We will miss you!

REST IN PEACE

For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him 
should not perish, 
but have eternal life.

Florentina Sularsih Mintono

† 03.09.2024

SOVERDIA, Indonesia (IDJ)

Peter Pinto

† 20.09.2024

Disciples of the Divine Word Andheri, India (INM)

Ignatius Mardianto Wibowo

† 11.08.2024

SOVERDIA, Indonesia (IDJ)

Loesje Esther Mandagi

† 17.09.2024

SOVERDIA, Indonesia (IDJ)
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In Memoriam

Gone from our sight, but never from our hearts.
We will miss you!

REST IN PEACE

For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him 
should not perish, 
but have eternal life.

Maria Agnes

† 26.09.2024

SOVERDIA, Indonesia (IDJ) 

Lisda Samosir

† 25.10.2024

SOVERDIA, Indonesia (IDJ)

Atanasia Mellyani

† 26.10.2024

SOVERDIA, Indonesia (IDJ) 

 Fr. Lukas Adi Tiala, SVD

† 29.09.2024

Indonesia (IDJ) 
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Ecumenical Prayer for Peace

Gracious God, we long
to live in peace with one another.
When selfishness and injustice are rampant,
when violence breaks out between people,
when reconciliation does not seem possible,
it is you who gives us hope for peace.

When differences in language,
culture or faith make us forget
that we are your creatures 
and that you have entrusted creation to us as our 
common home,
it is you who gives us hope for peace.

When people are pitted against people,
when power is used to exploit others,
when facts are twisted to deceive others, 
it is you who gives us hope for peace.
Teach us to be just and caring towards one another 
and to resist corruption.

Give us courageous women and men,
who heal the wounds that hatred and violence
leave on body and soul.
Let us find the right words, gestures and means to 
promote peace.

Source: https://www.oekumenisches-friedensgebet.de/2022-2/

MERRY CHRISTMAS

AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR




