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The recent visit of Fr. Xavier T., SVD, the Vice General of the Society of the 
Divine Word, to all formation houses is more than just an official visit—it is a 
testament to his deep commitment to the formation of future missionaries. His 
presence brings not only encouragement but also a renewed vision for those 
preparing to serve in the mission which was dreamt by St. Arnold Janssen. 
 
Fr. Xavier is a man of remarkable knowledge, strong leadership, and a systematic 
approach to mission and formation. His years of experience, particularly as the 
Formation Secretary for the India Subzone, have shaped him into a guiding force in the 
development of young religious aspirants. His contributions to formation are profound, 
ensuring that seminarians receive holistic training—spiritually, intellectually, and pastorally. 
 
His leadership is not confined to administrative duties; it is rooted in a deep understanding 
of the missionary call. He carries a vision that integrates discipline with compassion, 
structure with flexibility, and tradition with the evolving needs of the Church and 
society. This balance makes him a role model for both formators and those in formation. 
 
The impact of his visit will be long-lasting. His insights, reflections, and guidance serve as 
a roadmap for the future of formation. As we reflect on his words and leadership, we are 
reminded of the great responsibility that lies ahead—to continue fostering a missionary 
spirit that is both dynamic and faithful to the charism of the Society of the Divine Word. 
 
Fr. Xavier’s visit is an affirmation that formation is not just about acquiring knowledge but 
about shaping hearts and minds for the service of the Divine Word. His presence is an 
inspiration, reminding us that leadership in mission is not about power but about service, 
dedication, and unwavering faith.

A Leader’s Visit: Strengthening Formation and Mission 
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St. Charles’ Apostolic School, the SVD minor 
seminary in Trichy was blessed to receive Fr. 
Xavier Tirukudumbam SVD, our Vice Superior 
General. He reached our seminary, his Alma 
Mater, on February 01, 2025 and the seminary 
community gave him a warm welcome. On 
this day, we had a solemn celebration of 
our Sesquicentennial Jubilee.  Fr. Xavier 
Tirukudumbam SVD was the main celebrant 
of the Jubilee Mass which was also graced 
by the valuable presence of Fr. Ignatius 
Santhuraja SVD, our Provincial Superior 
and many priests, religious, parishioners, 
lay mission partners and benefactors. 
In his homily, Fr. Xavier Thirukudumbam 
SVD recalled how this seminary played a 
crucial role in his formation to be an SVD. 
He also emphasised on the importance of 
celebrating this landmark event, because it is 
an opportunity to tell our story to the world. 

He also noted that though the journey of our 
Society (SVD) began in a simple way, during 
the course of our long journey we have 
made significant contribution to the Church 
and our presence and contribution are 
being valued by the Church in many ways. 
The Eucharist was followed by a felicitation 
function and a fellowship meal. The 
presence of Fr. Xavier Tirukudumabm SVD, 
our Vice Superior General in our seminary 
and his participation in the Jubilee was a 
blessing and a source of encouragement 
to our young seminarians who are pursuing 
their vocation in our Society. We thank him 
profoundly for his visit to our community.

Fr. Lawrence Bose  SVD                                                                                                                       
(Rector, St. Charles Seminary, Trichy)

FR. XAVIER TIRUKUDUMBAM SVD IN ST. CHARLES’ APOSTOLIC SCHOOL, TRICHY
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On Feb.25, 2025 Rev. Fr. Xavier Thirukudumbam 
SVD, the Vice Superior General of the Society of 
the Divine Word Society, was warmly welcomed at 
St. Thomas Seminary, Mhow with a flower bouquet 
and garlands. After a brief introduction outlining 
his pastoral journey, Fr. Xavier T. addressed the 23 
seminarians with thought provoking messages.

His visit was marked by warmth, wisdom, and an 
inspiring message focused on brief information 
SVD Society, prayer, and faith, word of God, 
service, and personal growth. In his address, Fr. 
Xavier T. emphasized the importance of spiritual 
discipline, academic excellence, and pastoral 
commitment. He encouraged the seminarians 
to deepen their faith and remain steadfast in 
their vocation. Drawing from his own pastoral 
experiences, he highlighted the value of sincerity, 
hard work, humility, compassion, team work and 
dedication in serving the world Church and 
spreading the word of God where it has not been 
preached in the world. He too cautioned the 
students about the recent growing fundamental 

negative ideologies working against the Church 
today in India.

The students actively engaged with Fr. Xavier T. 
through a question-and-answer session, where he 
provided thoughtful insights on various aspects 
of seminary life and the challenges of modern 
pastoral ministry. His words resonated deeply, 
leaving a lasting impact on the seminarians.

The visit concluded with a vote of thanks 
expressing gratitude for his time and guidance. Fr. 
Xavier’s address served as a source of inspiration 
and encouragement, reinforcing the students’ 
commitment to their spiritual journey and future 
responsibilities.

The visit was concluded with a vote of thanks by 
Fr.Clement Khess svd, the rector of St.Thomas 
Seminary, Mhow expressing gratitude for his 
insightful and encouraging messages.

Fr. Clement Khess svd                                                                                                                       
(Rector, St.Thomas Seminary Mhow)

 FR. VICE GENERAL AT ST. THOMAS SEMINARY, MHOW, INDORE
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Very Rev. Fr Xavier T., the Vice General of 
our Congregation, made an informal visit to 
Catholic Ashram Palda Community on 26th 
February 2025.  Despite having his busy 
schedule with various engagements, he gave 
us his precious time to meet and interact with 
the student community, showing his care 
and concern towards the blooming SVDs. 
His address lasting an hour was truly inspiring 
and his interaction with us will play a pivotal 
role in the growth and shaping of our life and 
vocation.

In his talk, among many important issues he 
emphasized the aspect of the multicultural 
living as indispensable to our society. As 
we hail from different cultures and varied 
language backgrounds from different States 
in India, Palda is the first place where we learn 
to live in a multicultural community. So we 
must pay much attention to it.

Another aspect he shared with us was about 
the global nature of our congregation, and 
about the society’s expectation that we need 
to rise up to that global level and be ready 
and willing to go wherever the society needs 
us. He also stressed this point elucidating 
from the life of St. Joseph Freinademetz. He 
emphasized the point that rather than one’s 

own personal desires, one has to deliberately 
choose even a difficult mission and not just 
those which we think we might be comfortable 
with. He also shared his life experience with 
regard to deliberate choices of many which 
were truly inspiring.

The third point he talked emphatically was 
about our spiritual life, citing the examples 
from the life of St. Bernard. He reminded us 
of being always aware of the purpose that 
we are here for. In the midst of our busy life 
events, we may forget the main purpose why 
we are here for, about which we should be 
conscious of and do what is expected of us.

The crux of his visit was to motivate us and to 
instill in us the missionary zeal and enthusiasm 
during our initial formative years.

Finally, he encouraged us to be involved in 
spiritual affairs rather than worldly affairs in our 
preoccupations. In every way everyone felt his 
visit as a blessing from God as the community 
went into ruptures with his presence. I am 
sure his visit and interaction will ever remain 
in our minds and we will cherish it always.

Br. Prayan Kumar A.

FR. XAVIER T. SVD AT PALDA: 
 THE ALMA MATER OF INDIAN SVDS
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Catholic Ashram Khurda was honoured to 
welcome Fr. Xavier Thirukudumbam on 25 
February 2025, a day filled with inspiration and 
joy. The visitation began with a meaningful 
prayer that set the tone for an insightful 
conference on why the SVDs should celebrate 
the sesquicentennial anniversary. Fr. Xavier 
emphasized that the Jubilee is not only a 
celebration of the founding generation’s 
success but also recognition of the incredible 
work our confreres are currently doing 
worldwide. He shared valuable insights into 

the function of the Generalate and the 
congregation’s statistics, highlighting that, 
despite a global decline in vocations, India 
remains fortunate with a stable number. He 
shared powerful stories about the lives of St. 
Arnold Janssen, Joseph Freinademetz, and 
Pope Francis, urging us to model our religious 
lives after them. A man of vast knowledge and 
experience, Fr. Xavier left us inspired, reminding 
us of the deep calling of our missionary life.

Novice Leon Alphonso

FR. XAVIER T. AT NOVITIATE- KHURDA
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24 February, 2025 was a red-letter day marked 
in the chronicles of SVD Vidyabhavan, for we 
were blessed with the auspicious visit of our 
beloved Vice General Fr. Xavier T. He served 
this institute in the capacity of Rector, Dean of 
Studies, and Spiritual Director, and we were so 
thrilled to welcome him on the said day. He was 
welcomed with a garland and bouquet and was 
rendered a warm welcome with a welcome song 
by our brothers, and then he addressed the 
students and presented the status and vision 
of the congregation as we commemorate 150 
years of our existence. In the evening hours, 
he spent an hour with SAMMAN staff and later 
met the community of KPRP, where he built the 
existing building when he was the Rector. The 
day was truly a blessing, for we got to know the 
mind and vision of the new general team, and 
we are really proud that we have an Indian who 
was able to be part of the leadership team.

Fr. Augustine PA
Rector, SVD Vidya Bhavan, Bhopal

VICE GENERAL AT SVD VIDHYA BHAVAN
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Fr. Xavier, our Vice General visited us too. He gladly 
responded to our invitation. After all KPRP was his 
home for many years. He is also fondly remembered 
by the sisters of the neighbouring communities.

Fr. Xavier spent a good amount of time with us. The 
community had already gathered in the auditorium, 
waiting to receive him. He did not disappoint 
us. Addressing the whole lot, he recalled his 
experiences here and encouraged our brothers to 
strive for the best, and exhorted them to become 
good and holy priests.

In his thanksgiving speech, Bro. Arun cited the 
energy and enthusiasm Fr. Xavier exudes in his 
words and actions. Fr. Xavier is so inspiring. His 
short visit was life giving.

Together with our brothers, the Staff was present 
too. We cherish his short visit with us and wish 
him every best in his so important ministry for the 
Church and for our Congregation.

Fr. Thomas PP SVD
Rector, KPRP, Bhopal

VICE GENERAL AT KPRP -BHOPAL
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The Divine Word Seminary welcomed the 
esteemed Vice Superior General, Fr. Xavier T., on 
a momentous day filled with joy, reverence, and 
celebration. The entire seminary community, led 
by Fr. Jesuraj Rayappan, the Rector, and all the 
fathers and brothers, gathered in anticipation to 
greet him with warmth and enthusiasm.

Fr. Xavier was received with traditional welcome 
garlands, and vibrant cultural dances marked the 
beginning of his visit. Upon arriving at the grotto of 
St. Arnold Janssen and St. Joseph Freinademetz, 
he paid homage by offering garlands, expressing 
his deep reverence for the founding pillars of our 
mission. With the same spirit of devotion, he also 
garlanded the statue of Mother Mary, seeking 
her blessings for the community.

The visit then proceeded to the chapel, where the 
atmosphere was filled with a sense of prayerful 
solemnity. The community joined together in 
singing the beautiful hymn “Veni Creator Spiritus,” 
invoking the presence of the Holy Spirit. In a 
heartfelt prayer, Fr. Xavier lifted the needs of the 

seminary, particularly praying for the well-being 
and spiritual growth of everyone present. His brief 
yet inspiring talk emphasized the importance of 
faith, dedication, and the mission entrusted to us 
as members of the Society of the Divine Word.

Following the talk, the community shared a joyful 
moment over high tea, fostering fraternity and 
conversation. The highlight of the day was the 
Eucharistic celebration at 6:30 PM, presided 
over by Fr. Xavier. His homily resonated deeply, 
encouraging us to remain steadfast in our 
vocation.

Expressions of gratitude and cultural performances 
enriched the evening, followed by a shared meal 
that strengthened our bond as a community. The 
day concluded with a heart-warming felicitation 
program to honour our distinguished guest. 

Fr. Xavier’s visit was a source of inspiration and 
blessing, reminding us of our calling to serve with 
humility and love. His words and presence will 
remain etched in our hearts as we continue our 
mission with renewed zeal. The entire Pune LCF 
cherished his visit. 

Frt. Titto SVD
Scholastic, DWS, Pune

THE VICE-GENERAL AT 
DIVINE WORD SEMINARY - PUNE
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