
“The light is the Word of God (Ps 119:105; 2 Pt 1:19), 
the source of life and our light.”

(Faithful to the Word [FW] 6, no. 20)

“Blessed is the one who trust in the Lord, whose hope is the Lord. 
He is like a tree planted beside the waters that stretches out its 

roots to the stream: it does not fear heat when it comes; its leaves 
stay green; in the year of drought, it shows no distress but still 

produces fruit.”
(Jer 17:7–8)

Introduction

We live in a world filled with competing voices, fleeting 
messages, and saturated by relentless noise. The temptation 
to live on the surface of faith is constant. Words are abundant, 

yet the Word that truly matters can be drowned out. As Divine Word 
Missionaries, this touches us in a particular way: we bear the name 
of the Word. But let us ask ourselves honestly — are our daily lives 
genuinely nourished by it?

The prophet Jeremiah gives us a striking image: those who trust in the 
Lord are like trees planted beside flowing waters, their roots reaching 
deep, unfazed by drought, always bearing fruit (cf. Jer 17:7–8). This 
speaks directly to our vocation. Our fruitfulness as missionaries 
comes not from our own efforts but from the depth of our rootedness 
in God’s Word.

The 19th General Chapter reminds us that our missionary identity 
springs from the Missio Dei and is inseparable from the Word of God: 
“Let there be light” (Gen 1:3) is the first dabar Elohim to the world, 
and that same Word became flesh and dwelt among us (cf. Jn 1:14). 
To be “rooted in the Word” is not merely a pious aspiration — it is the 
very foundation of who we are and what we do.
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Reflection

The core message is simple yet demanding: without deep roots in the Word of God, our 
missionary life loses its source of light. Everything else — our apostolates, our community, 
our witness — draws life from this one root. When the root is nourished, the tree bears fruit. 
When it is neglected, we risk becoming activists without soul, moving without direction.
The Chapter document puts it clearly: “Our missionary activity springs from 
the Missio Dei. We see ourselves as collaborators in a mission that existed 
before us and will continue after us.” (FW 6, no. 22). We are not the origin of 
the mission; the Word is. Before we speak, we must listen. Before we act, we 
must contemplate.

St. Arnold Janssen understood this. His entire vision of missionary life was 
anchored in the Prologue of John’s Gospel — the conviction that the Incarnate 
Word is the true light enlightening every person (cf. Jn 1:9). For him, mission 
was never separate from the Word; it flowed from it.

But let us be honest with one another. How often does our engagement 
with Scripture remain hurried or superficial? A quick reading before the 
Eucharist, a passage glanced at in preparation for a homily, a verse cited in 
a meeting — none of these are wrong, but they can become routine gestures 
that never reach the deeper soil of the heart.

To be truly rooted is to allow the Word to dwell in us richly (cf. Col 3:16), to 
become the ground in which our decisions, our relationships, and our 
missionary commitments grow. Our “hidden waters” are the daily, patient, 
and sometimes dry encounter with Scripture in Lectio Divina, community 
prayer, and personal meditation.

It is precisely in the seasons of spiritual dryness that rootedness matters 
most — when we persevere not because we feel consolation, but because we 
trust that the Word sustains us even when we cannot perceive its working.

This rootedness is never only personal. Our XIX Chapter affirms: “The 
metaphor of ‘light’ defines our identity in Christ (‘You are the light of the 
world’ Mt 5:14) and our mission with him (‘Your light must shine before others’ 
Mt 5:16).” (FW 6, no. 22). The light is never private; it is given to be shared. A 
community rooted in the Word becomes itself a living text that others can 
read.

When we gather around Scripture — in Bible sharing, in communal 
discernment, in honest dialogue illuminated by the Gospel — something 
happens that no individual effort can replicate. The Word begins to shape 
how we resolve conflicts, how we welcome strangers, and how we set 
priorities for mission.

St. Joseph Freinademetz knew that transformation must begin within 
before it radiates outward: “The main thing still remains to be done: the 
transformation of the inner man (and woman) .... That is not the work of 
a day nor even of a year; neither does it take place without many a painful 
operation.” (FW 6, no. 27). These words challenge us.



2.A. Rooted in the Word

A community that prays with the Word together becomes a sign of the Missio 
Lucis. In this concrete place, the light of Christ pushes back the darkness of 
indifference, isolation, and self-sufficiency.

Such a community does not merely talk about the Gospel; it embodies the 
Gospel, becoming a credible witness precisely because its members have 
allowed the Word to interrogate them, heal them, and send them forth 
together.

Conclusions

Rooted in the mystery of the Word made flesh, we affirm that our identity, 
our community, and our mission draw their vitality from the same source: 
the living Word of God. As the Psalmist proclaims, “In your light we see light” 
(Ps 36:9). We are not self-illuminating. We shine only insofar as we remain 
connected to the One who is the Light through the Words of the Scripture.

To be rooted in the Word is both a gift and a task — a daily choice to return 
to the source, individually and together, so that our missionary life may bear 
lasting fruit.

•	 For personal reflection

How do I concretely nourish my daily life with the Word of God? Is my 
engagement with Scripture a transforming encounter or merely a routine 
obligation?

In what ways has the Word of God shaped a specific decision, relationship, 
or missionary commitment in my recent experience?

•	 For communal reflection

How does our community practice shared listening to the Word — through 
Bible sharing, Lectio Divina, or communal discernment — and how might 
we deepen this practice?

What concrete steps can we take as a community to ensure that the Word 
of God remains at the center of our missionary planning, our fraternal 
dialogue, and our witness to the world?


