
“You have been enriched in Him in every way... to the extent that 
the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you.” (1 Cor. 1:5-6)

Introduction

In this era of change, consecrated religious communities are being 
affected by various forces that are neither drivers nor motivators 
of a more coherent evangelical commitment. Recent trends show 

overwhelming assertiveness and a superficial spirituality, making 
communal life resemble social group dynamics rather than the prin-
ciples of a missionary religious community.

In our case, we must commit to constantly reviving our roots and be-
longing to the family of the Divine Word, which provides ample rea-
son for gratitude to God and recognition of our predecessors in the 
mission. We are part of a great missionary family with the mission of 
making the light of Christ shine amidst the darkness. Our Chapter 
affirmed this in 2024: “We count ourselves blessed to belong to such 
a wonderful community of missionary religious disciples” (Faithful 
to the Word 6, no. 28).  

Reflection

This following proposal focuses our reflection on two of the many 
challenges we face as a missionary religious community. These chal-
lenges are not new; they emerged almost with the advent of conse-
crated life. However, they take on specific nuances in each era and 
seek to ‘snatch away’ the light of the Gospel from us.

The first of these challenges is to overcome an ‘individualistic cul-
ture’ in order to strengthen a ‘fraternal culture.’ The XIX General 
Chapter: “Aware of our shadows in the bright light of truth, we dia-
logue with one another with a heart of mercy.” (Faithful to the Word 
6, no. 33)
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We were born as a multicultural community and carry in our DNA the daily 
and artisanal dynamics of building interculturally. Every brother we meet, 
whether from our own country or not, is a window opening to novelty, learn-
ing, and shared growth. In this school of life, the other ceases to be a strang-
er, just as I cease to be a stranger to him and becomes part of a communal 
tapestry that adds color and uniqueness to our life and mission.

There are many occasions when we feel annoyed and powerless in the face of 
human weaknesses, wishing to completely extinguish the fragile flame that 
the other carries. This is where erroneous interpretations arise, affecting 
our perspective. The emerging thought is: ‘Does he even realize how much 
his attitude bothers me? Why doesn’t he do something to change?’ Howev-
er, the more appropriate question would be: ‘What do I still need to change 
so that his attitude stops disturbing me?’ It would benefit us to stop cate-
gorizing others, as this only deepens the atmosphere of darkness. Instead, 
we could appreciate and give thanks for the faint light within each person so 
that the light of Christ may shine.

It is time to sit at the table of communion and thank God for the gift of each 
person. Gratitude includes our frailties, which are not hidden under the 
tablecloth but are visible to everyone’s merciful gaze. Gratitude rekindles 
the smoldering wick and gives fraternity meaning. From each one’s unique 
characteristics, we perceive the faint, warm flame of each brother, which, 
when joined with others, fills the common space with light and seeks to ra-
diate outward. This is a visible testimony of the vocation received and of the 
concrete way in which the Light of Christ shines through us.

The second challenge is to continuously re-signify our discipleship cen-
tered on Jesus of Nazareth. Here too, our General Chapter enlightens us: “A 
disciple’s identity as ‘light’ refers back to Jesus, whose life and mission are 
introduced as a ‘great light’ for the nations.” (Faithful to the Word 6, no. 22)

It is not our positions and titles that give meaning to our life and mission, 
but the human quality of our daily discipleship. This discipleship recognizes 
itself as ‘light in the Light,’ to which it must constantly refer in order to main-
tain its brightness. Centered on following Jesus, we cherish the testimonial 
memory of our predecessors, embrace the cross of the historical present, 
and allow ourselves to be guided by the light of the One who knows the way 
forward.”

History and congregational experience attest that there are no ‘apostolates’ 
that shine for long time when detached from discipleship. Our discipleship 
faithfulness guarantees our missionary creativity. From our communion 
with Jesus of Nazareth, we are salt and light; an inseparable binomial, two 
dimensions of our vocation-mission that must go hand in hand, comple-
menting and redefining each other.
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Conclusion

Rooted in the mystery of the Incarnation and the Passover of Jesus Christ, 
we recognize ourselves as bearers of a light that has its origin only in Christ 
and can shine in this world only through Him. (‘In your light we see light’ – 
Ps 36:9)”

-	 For personal reflection...

What aspects of my personality do I need to reconsider and purify to ensure 
they do not become ‘cultural defenses’ that hinder intercultural growth? 
(isolation, closed-mindedness, individualism, laziness, comfort, etc.)

What common spaces should I cultivate to transform community living into 
a healing and motivating experience of dedication and service?

-	 For communal reflection...

How do we support one another in centering our life and mission always in 
and from Jesus of Nazareth?

What path of discernment should we follow to strengthen communion 
among the various apostolates, ministries, and services?
 


