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Like Jesus on the cross, our pain can become a place of transformation. It is in our
weakness that God reveals His strength—and calls us to be signs of hope for others.

So maybe mission is not about being strong or having everything figured out.
Itis about staying faithful, being open, and walking with people who are hurting.

Don’t miss the full letter—enter into the reflection and rediscover where your mission
begins: https://svdcuria.org/svd-generalate/mission-horizons-2/
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Fr. Superior General at St. Arnold’s Central School.

Fr. Anselmo Visits India Mumbai Province,
Highlighting Missionary Communion and Ishvani
Kendra's Golden Jubilee

Generalate Media Department
CUR - SVD Generalate

Society of the Divine Word, departed from Rome to begin his pastoral visit to India,

first arriving in the India Mumbai Province (INM). The visit marked an important
moment of encounter, fraternity, and missionary solidarity with the confreres and
communities of the province.

O n 11 February 2026, Fr. Anselmo Ricardo Ribeiro, SVD, Superior General of the

Upon his arrival in Mumbali, Fr. Anselmo visited the SVD community in Andheri, where he
was warmly welcomed by the confreres. The gathering provided an opportunity for prayer,
dialogue, and fraternal sharing. During the meeting, Fr. Anselmo listened attentively to the
experiences of the missionaries and expressed his appreciation for the diverse pastoral
and missionary initiatives carried out by the province.

Continuing his journey, Fr. Anselmo traveled to Mysore and Bangalore, where he met with
the formeés and members of the formation communities. In his interaction with them, he
offered words of encouragement and guidance, inviting them to deepen their missionary
commitment and to prepare themselves generously for the future mission of the Society.

A significant moment of the visit was the Golden Jubilee celebration of Ishvani Kendra in
Pune. The occasion brought together confreres, collaborators, and friends of the mission
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in a spirit of thanksgiving for fifty years of service and evangelization. Fr. Anselmo
presided over the solemn liturgical celebration and addressed the assembly, encouraging
the community to continue its mission with renewed faith, unity, and hope.

The Jubilee celebration served not only as a remembrance of the past but also as an
invitation to move forward with courage and renewed dedication to the missionary call.

Fr. Anselmo Ribeiro Visits India Central Province,
Strengthening Mission and Communion

Generalate Media Department
CUR - SVD Generalate

fter his visit to the INM
AProvince, Fr. Anselmo Ricardo

Ribeiro, SVD, continued to the
India Central Province (INC) from
February 17 to 22, 2026, bringing
together confreres, formandi, and
lay collaborators for moments of
encounter, reflection, and missionary
encouragement.

The visit began in Bhopal, where Fr.
Anselmo was warmly welcomed by
the SVD community and seminarians
of SVD Vidya Bhavan. In his meetings
with students and formation staff, he
The Fr. Genem? attem.ied a special assembly with Br. .]ohn, the ol'deft confrere in encouraged them to remain rooted
the province, Bishop Chacko, SVD, and Archbishop Durairaj SVD. in the Word of God while preparing
themselves generously for the
missionary future of the Society.

Fr. General paid a courtesy visit to Archbishop Durairaj SVD of Bhopal and later to Bishop
Thomas Mathew of Indore, strengthening the bond of collaboration between the Society
of the Divine Word and the local Church. During his stay in Indore, he also visited the
Provincial House of the Missionary Sisters Servants of the Holy Spirit (SSpS), highlighting
the long-standing missionary partnership between the two congregations founded by St.
Arnold Janssen.

Throughout the visit, Fr. Anselmo visited several ministries of the province, including
Krishtha Premalaya Regional Philosophate, SAMMAN JPIC Centre, Satprachar Press,
Satprakashan Sanchar Kendra, and Snehalaya Counseling Centre, appreciating the
diverse apostolates of the province in pastoral service, communication, and social
outreach.

A particularly meaningful moment was the celebration of the Silver Jubilee of Janvikas,
the province’s JPIC center dedicated to social development and advocacy for marginalized
communities. The event highlighted the ongoing commitment of the SVD to justice, peace,
and the integrity of creation.

Fr. Anselmo also met with SVD Lay Partners and participated in a Special Assembly with
INC confreres, encouraging them to strengthen communion, intercultural living, and
missionary collaboration.
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Fraternal meeting at the SVD Generalate strengthening partnership and shared mission.

Computer Laboratory Inauguration Ceremony Held

in Nairobi
Richard Quadros, SVD (General JPIC Coordinator)
CUR -SVD Generalate

On February 25 at 2:00 PM, Divine Word Boys High School in Katani, Nairobi, Kenya,
hosted a Plaque Unveiling and Computer Installation Ceremony made possible through
the generosity of the SVD Generalate and the R.O.C. (Taiwan) Embassy.

The event brought together confreres, school administrators, students, and distinguished
guests, including representatives of the R.O.C. (Taiwan). The program featured welcome
remarks from the School Director, Fr. Geoffrey, SVD; a message from a student
representative; and reflections from the Kenya-Tanzania Provincial representative, Fr.
Jerome, and Fr. Richard Quadros, SVD, General Coordinator for JPIC. Special addresses
were delivered by H.E. Anthony C. Y. Ho, R.O.C. (Taiwan) Ambassador to the Holy See, and
H.E. Chen-Hwa Lou, R.O.C. (Taiwan) Ambassador to the Republic of Somaliland.

The ceremony culminated in the official unveiling of the commemorative plaque and a
demonstration of the newly installed computer facilities, which aim to strengthen digital
learning and expand educational opportunities for students.

Participating virtually via Zoom from the SVD Generalate in Rome were General Council
members Fr. Eryk Koppa and Fr. Jerome Marquez; Fr. Anbu Pushpa, General Secretary
for Formation; Fr. Richard Quadros, General Coordinator for JPIC; Fr. Marcelo Cattaneo,
General Coordinator for Mission Animation; Fr. Damien Bakoma, Rector of the Collegio
Verbo Divino; and Fr. Max Wullar, General Secretary. Their presence underscored the
global solidarity of the Congregation in supporting educational initiatives within the
mission.

This initiative reflects the shared commitment of the SVD and its partners to promote
education, technological empowerment, and sustainable development in the mission
context.

Read more: https://svdcuria.org/j-p-i-c/computer-laboratory-inauguration-ceremony-
held-in-nairobi/
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Forty Years After EDSA: ACommunal Examination of
Conscience in Rome

Generalate Media Department
ROM - Collegio Verbo Divino

Communal reflection and dialogue at the Collegio Verbo Divino.

Aula Magna of the Collegio Verbo Divino in Rome for a commemorative reflection

marking the 40th anniversary of the 1986 EDSA People Power Revolution in the
Philippines. The event, titled “EDSAmination of Conscience: A Communal Reflection
toward Historical Honesty and Moral Clarity,” invited participants not only to remember
this historic moment but also to reflect on its relevance for today’s social and political
realities.

O n February 24, 2026, lay faithful, religious sisters, and priests gathered at the

The program began with an invocation and the singing of the Philippine National Anthem,
grounding the gathering in prayer and national identity. Fr. Jerome Marquez, SVD
delivered the welcome remarks, setting the tone for an afternoon dedicated to reflection,
dialogue, and discernment.

Moderated by Fr. Ivan Monjardin and Fr. Arnel Bahian, the program featured an audio-
visual presentation of historical footage prepared by Fr. Mark Destura, RCJ, recalling
the courage of ordinary citizens and the solidarity of religious communities during the
peaceful uprising of 1986.

Participants also listened to testimonies, including a reflection by Fr. Albert Alejo, SJ, who
offered theological and social insights from the Davao context. The central part of the
gathering was a communal discernment process facilitated by Bro. Armin Luistro, where
participants reflected in small groups on the meaning of EDSA today and its continuing
challenge for responsible citizenship.

Organized with the active participation of Filipino SVD confreres at the Collegio Verbo
Divino, the gathering highlighted the Society’s commitment to Justice, Peace, and the
Integrity of Creation (JPIC). The event concluded with prayer, inviting participants to
renew their commitment to moral clarity, civic responsibility, and the enduring spirit of
People Power.

Read more:
https://svdcuria.org/svd-prms/forty-years-after-the-philippines-edsa-revolution-
examining-conscience-and-renewing-commitment/
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Lenten Soup Meal at St. Gabriel for SVD Water
Projects

Ursula Mauritz
ECP - Europe Central Province

he Divine Word Missionaries

I in St. Gabriel began Lent on
Ash Wednesday with a Lenten
soup meal at the mission house. The
donations were used to support water
projects run by the Mission Office St.

Gabriel.

The fasting soup meal, to which the
Divine Word Missionaries invited
guests on Ash Wednesday, 18 4 -
February 2026, in the dining room of * -~ S R

. .. Guests share a simple Lenten soup meal at St. Gabriel in support of SVD water
the St. Gabriel Mission House, was projects.
a successful start to Lent. “We are
delighted that so many people came
and joined us in sending a message of community and hope,” said Fr. Stephan Dahler SVD,
director of the Mission Office St. Gabriel

With great commitment and joy in working together, the team of the Mission Office spent
the morning cleaning and cutting vegetables and cooking a hearty soup.

Not only the community of Divine Word Missionaries, but also numerous guests from the
surrounding area and tenants of ‘Lebenswelten St. Gabriel’ enjoyed the delicious Lenten
soup.

During the shared meal, good conversations and warm encounters took place in an
atmosphere of openness. ‘The shared meal reminded us how valuable such moments of
pause are, especially in our hectic time, emphasised Father Dahler.

Another aspect of the Lenten soup meal was sharing and solidarity with people in the
countries of the Global South. Donations for the Lenten soup will benefit SVD water
projects worldwide. ‘The construction of water wells gives people access to clean drinking
water — a basic prerequisite for health, education and the future.

Read more: https://svdcuria.org/svd-prms/lenten-soup-meal-at-st-gabriel-for-svd-
water-projects/

SVD and SSpS Lead “Steyler Week"” for Studentsin
Bischofshofen

Ursula Mauritz
ECP - Europe Central Province

organized a variety of school days for the students of the St. Rupert Private

Divine Word Missionaries and Missionary Sisters Servants of the Holy Spirit
Missionary High School in Bischofshofen.



“Pilgrims of Hope — Walking
Courageously and United
into the Future” was the
theme of this year’s “Steyler
Week” at the St. Rupert
Missionary Private High
School in Bischofshofen.
From February 2 to 6,
2026, a team of Missionary
Sisters Servants of the
Holy Spirit and Divine Word
Missionaries from different
continents organized a

varied program for the
Missionaries lead an interactive session with students. students. “
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The Steyler team in St. Rupert consisted of Sr. Lucia Budau SSpS and Sr. Serafin Bona
SSpS.Inadditionto Fr.Richard Cardozo, the Divine Word Missionariesincluded Fr. Paulus
Sujianto SVD, Fr. Francis Bakilatob SVD, Fr. Wilfred Bilung SVD, Fr. Delfor Nerenberg
SVD, Fr. Saverius Susanto SVD, Fr. Peter Wilson Wilfred, Fr. Gerard Kadimasi, Fr. Klaus
Laireiter.

During workshops with lower and upper school classes, the students had the opportunity
tomeetthe SVDs und SSpS personally and learn about their backgrounds and daily work.
Together with the missionaries, the girls and boys explored the themes of “hope and
courage.” Games, dances, and songs made for interesting and lively lessons.

On Thursday, General Visitor Fr. Yulius Yasinto SVD accompanied the Divine Word
Missionaries and Missionary Sisters to the classrooms to talk with the young people. He
was impressed and delighted by the great commitment of his confreres in preparing and
implementing the “Steyler Week.”

There was a special program item for the 7th grade classes: Under the motto “The World
is Small — Stay Connected,” the students had the opportunity to hear the inspiring life
stories and vocation stories of three Divine Word Missionaries and two Missionary Sisters
Servants of the Holy Spirit.

On Thursday evening, a festive service was held in St. Rupert’s Church in honor of the
Steyler saints Arnold Janssen and Josef Freinademetz, to which believers from the
surrounding parishes were also invited. The “Steyler Week” concluded on Friday with a
solemn closing service with the school community. Provincial Father Christian Stranz
and General Visitor Father Yulius Yasinto celebrated Holy Mass, which was accompanied
by music performed by Steyler Sisters and missionaries.

“A heartfelt thank you to my Steyler sisters and brothers for their commitment and
contribution. Teamwork played a key role in shaping Steyler Week. Special thanks also
go to our school principal Franz Saller and religion teacher Peter Erber for their support,”
emphasizes organizer Fr. Richard Cardozo.

Read more: https://svdcuria.org/svd-prms/svd-and-ssps-lead-steyler-week-for-
students-in-bischofshofen/
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Ukraine: Four Years of War Through the Eyes of SVD

Missionaries
POL - Poland Province
Szymon Golabek

ebruary 24,2026, marked four
years since Russia’s full-scale

invasion of Ukraine. Amid
the ongoing conflict, Divine Word
Missionaries servinginthe western
regions of the country continue
their pastoral and humanitarian
mission, accompanying people
who live daily with uncertainty,
loss, and hope.

Fr. Wojciech Zolty, SVD, who
serves in Wierzbowiec in the
Vinnytsia District, has been
actively delivering humanitarian
aid to eastern Ukraine since the
beginning of the war. He has made
fourteen trips to the front-line
areas, bringing essential supplies
to those most affected by the
conflict. Together with the Missionary Sisters Servants of the Holy Spirit (SSpS), he also
organizes retreats for families who have lost loved ones in the war. Frequent electricity
shortages—sometimes lasting up to twenty hours a day—have made daily life difficult.
With support from Caritas, the SVD Generalate in Rome, and the Polish Province, the
community provides firewood, gas stoves, food, medicine, and other necessities for those
in need.

Families gather around the Eucharist, praying for peace and remembering their loved
ones lost in the war.

In Struga, in the Khmelnytskyi District, Fr. Adam Kruczynski, SVD, has witnessed a
dramatic decline in parish life as many people have fled the country or been mobilized for
military service. Before the war, about seventy people attended Sunday Mass; today, only
a small group of elderly parishioners remains. Despite these challenges, the community
continues to gather in prayer, asking God for peace and strength.

Fr. Jozef GwézdZz, SVD, who arrived in Ukraine in late 2022, describes life marked by
constant air-raid sirens and the painful return of fallen soldiers to small communities.
In one town of about 5,000 residents, more than 130 soldiers have already lost their lives.
Amid suffering and trauma, many families turn to the Church for prayer and spiritual
support.

Despite the hardships, the missionaries remain close to the people, offering the
sacraments, humanitarian aid, and a message of hope. In the midst of war, they witness
to a simple but powerful truth: hatred and destruction will not have the final word—Ilove
and faith in Christ remain stronger.

Read more: https://svdcuria.org/svd-prms/ukraine-four-years-of-war-through-the-

eves-of-the-svd-confreres/
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Filipino Migrant Youth in Rome Join Javierada

Pilgrimage in Spain
Marlon Bobier Vargas, SVD
ESP - Spain Province

rom March 12-15, 2026,
Fthirteen young pilgrims

from the Santa Maria
Goretti Filipino Catholic
Community (SMGFCC)inRome,
accompanied by three parents,
traveled to Navarra, Spain to
participate in a Youth Vocation
Pilgrimage culminating in
the traditional Javierada, the
pilgrimage to the birthplace of
St. Francis Xavier.

g \ _ A

During the pilgrimage, the G P ,
youth from Rome were joined <t f. ~ =
by young people from two SVD Youth from the Santa Maria Goretti Filipino Catholic Community in Rome joined youth

. . . . from SVD parishes in Alcorcon and Leganés, Spain, as well as SSpS and SVD missionaries,
parishes in Spain—Alcorcon o

B seminarians, and lay collaborators.

and Leganés. The encounter
created a meaningful space for prayer, reflection, and intercultural friendship as the
participants walked together in faith.

Several members of the Society of the Divine Word (SVD) accompanied and guided the
young pilgrims, including Fr. Jerome Asidigbe, SVD; Fr. Nico Espinosa, SVD; Fr. Paul
Amuzu, SVD; Fr. Ronnie Pinca, SVD; and Fr. Gabriel Galus, SVD. They were also joined
by Sr. Manju Lugun, SSpS, together with SVD seminarians who shared their witness of
missionary formation and service.

Before joining the Javierada, the group visited important sites connected to the spiritual
journey of St. Ignatius of Loyola, including the Sanctuary of Loyola and the Chapel of
Conversion, where they celebrated the Eucharist. The pilgrims also visited the Cathedral
of Pamplona, the Alto de Perdon along the Camino de Santiago, and the Basilica of the
Virgen del Puy in Estella, where they also visited the SVD community and Editorial Verbo
Divino.

Thehighlightofthe pilgrimagetookplaceonMarch14,whentheyouthjoinedapproximately
15,000 pilgrims walking to the Castle of Javier during the Javierada.

The pilgrimage concluded with a Thanksgiving Mass in Villatuerta and a warm gathering
hosted by the local parish community, whose hospitality and shared meal strengthened
the spirit of fellowship among the pilgrims.

For the young participants, the experience became a meaningful journey of faith,
encounter, and vocational reflection.

Read more: https://svdcuria.org/svd-prms/filipino-migrant-youth-in-rome-join-youth-
groups-from-svd-parishes-in-spain-for-the-javierada-pilgrimage/
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SVD Parish in Seville Celebrates Confirmation with a
Call to Shared Table and Outstretched Hand

David Lapar, SVD
ESP - Spain Province

n March 5, 2026, during the
O Lentenseason,the Parishof Our

Lady of Mount Carmelin Seville,
Spain, celebrated the Sacrament
of Confirmation for twenty-two
candidates who received the fullness
of the Holy Spirit and completed the
Sacraments of Christian Initiation.
One candidate received the three
Sacraments of Initiation for the first
time.

PUAN S

The celebration was presided over by A young parishioner receives the Sacrament of Confirmation at the Parish of Our
Salvador Dianez Navarro, Episcopal Lady of Mount Carmel in Seville.

Vicar for the Social Area, who

encouraged the newly confirmed to live as a “Church where the table is shared and hands
are extended.” In his homily, he invited the faithful to bring light and hope to a world often
marked by uncertainty and suffering, sharing what they have and reaching out to those in
need.

The candidates had been preparing since October 2024, participating in a period of
catechesis and spiritual accompaniment aimed at deepening their relationship with God
and strengthening their Christian commitment.

The celebration became a joyful and enriching moment for the parish community. As
the newly confirmed begin this new stage of faith, the community entrusts them to the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, praying that they may become true witnesses of Christin their
lives and service to others.

Read more: https://svdcuria.org/svd-prms/svd-parish-in-seville-confirms-a-call-to-be-
a-church-of-shared-table-and-outstretched-hand/

PANAM ZONE

Divine Word Missionaries Promote Mission Animation

Gathering for Migrants in Argentina
Saju Aruvelil, SVD and Gustavo Jaimes, SVD
ARS - Argentina Southern Province

Province organized a Mission Animation Gathering for lay people in Rafael Calzada,
aimed primarily at Paraguayan migrants, a significant presence in the southern
area of Greater Buenos Aires.

From January 30 to February 1, the Mission Secretariat of the Argentina Southern

The gathering was coordinated by Fr. Saju Aruvelil, SVD, Mission Secretary and mission
animator, with the collaboration of Fr. Gustavo Jaimes, Communications Coordinator. The

II
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initiative highlighted the joint
work between the dimensions
of mission animation and
communication, offering a
concrete example of pastoral
collaboration in mission.

A total of 120 participants
took part in this first
gathering of its kind, inspired
by the missionary spirit of
St. Arnold Janssen, who
promoted the pastoral care
of migrant communities from
Migrants gather for a Mission Animation Encounter the very beginnings of the
Congregation.

During the program, Mr. Gustavo Jaimes gave a talk on the mission of the Divine Word
Missionariesandtherole of communicationin evangelization. The gatheringalsoincluded
moments of formation, prayer, and fraternity.

Participants expressed their gratitude for the initiative. To ensure continuity in this
formative and pastoral process, the Mission Secretariat plans to organize three similar
gatherings throughout the year.

Read more: https://svdcuria.org/svd-prms/divine-word-missionaries-promote-
mission-animation-gathering-for-migrants-in-argentina/

The Summer Mission “Sowing Faith and Hope"

Inspires a New Community in Jujuy
Francis Boamah, SVD, Augustine Boruzie, SVD, and Arturo Sajama, SVD
ARS - Argentina Southern Province

he Summer Mission in

the neighborhood of Alto

Comedero, Jujuy (Argentina)
became this year a deeply
enriching experience not only for
the youth of San Francisco Solano
Parish, but also for the students
Francis Boamah, Augustine
Boruzie, and Br. Arturo Sajama,
who accompanied them in this
pastoral initiative.

The mission took place in the 150 L ‘ G &
Hectareas neighborhood, where Young people gather for a Summer Camp of faith, friendship, and missionary
the new community Santa Maria preparation.

is taking shape, marking the third

consecutive summer mission carried out in that area. Preparation began with a youth
camp in Chijra (January 3-5) under the theme: “Lord, to whom shall we go?” (Jn 6:68).
More than one hundred young people participated in this space for encountering God,
vocational discernment, and missionary preparation.
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The missionary days included family visits, moments of prayer and reflection on the Word
of God, house blessings, activities with children and youth, and the daily celebration of the
Eucharist with the community. The mission began with an opening Mass presided over by
the parish priest Fr. Juan Meresoa, accompanied by confreres from the Jujuy district and
Fr. Juan Stach, SVD.

The missionaries highlighted especially the warm welcome and vibrant faith of the
families,as wellasthe commitmentofthe youngpeople and pastoralagents who dedicated
part of their vacation to missionary service.

Although the community still does not have its own church building, the project to
construct the Santa Maria Chapel is already emerging as a sign of hope and growth for
the entire neighborhood.

Read more: https://svdcuria.org/svd-prms/the-summer-mission-sowing-faith-and-

hope-inspires-a-new-community-in-jujuy/

Divine Word Missionaries Participate in National JPIC
Meeting in Brazil R

Jairo Godinho Guimaraes, SVD : - : e
BRC - Brazil Central Province

)
he members of the Divine g (FERT € 2 it
Word Missionaries (SVD) SR & ™ 44 PNE-MEGE 1"‘
took part in the 5th National JERYR oG8 Vs -4

Meeting of the CBJP/CNBB and
JPIC/CRB Alliance, held February
R7-March 1, 2026, at Dom Luciano
House in Brasilia, Brazil. The . : _ i
gathering brought together Participants of the V National Meeting of the CBJP/CNBB and JPIC/CRB Alliance
representatives from dioceses gather in Brasilia, Brazil.

across the country and members of

several religious congregations to reflect on human rights and the role of the Churches in
the upcoming 2026 general elections.

Organized under the theme “Synodality and Prophecy to Strengthen Democracy in
Brazil,” the meeting included moments of prayer, reflection, and dialogue on topics such
as economics, politics, socio-environmental challenges, religion, and synodality. One of
the key outcomes was the election of a new national coordination team for the Justice
and Peace commissions. Fr. José Boeing, SVD, was elected as one of the members of this
leadership team.

Following the event, March 1-3, the National JPIC Commission of the Conference of
Religious of Brazil (CRB) held a separate meeting to discuss action strategies for
Consecrated Religious Life in promoting justice, peace, and the integrity of creation.

Participants reflected on the prophetic vocation of religious life and shared missionary
experiences from across Brazil. The gathering emphasized the importance of networking
and collaboration in strengthening JPIC initiatives and responding to the challenges of
the present social context.

Read more: https://svdcuria.org/svd-prms/divine-word-missionaries-participate-in-
national-jpic-meeting-in-brazil/
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Spiritual Retreat and Regional Assembly Strengthen
the Mission of the CAM Region

Samuel Wekin, SVD
CAM - Central American Region

\
|
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SVD missionaries of the CAM Region gather for their spiritual retreat and 23rd Regional Assembly in Central America.

March -6, 2026, for a spiritual retreat and their 23rd Regional Assembly, fostering
prayer, fraternity, and missionary discernment among the confreres serving in the
region.

The Divine Word Missionaries of the CAM Region (Central America) gathered from

The meeting invited participants to reflect on their vocation as missionaries of hopein the
light of the Word, amid the pastoral realities and challenges of Central America. The first
two days were dedicated to a spiritual retreat led by Fr. Manuel Antonio Brand Mesa, SVD,
from the Colombia Province, who encouraged the missionariesto deepen their Trinitarian
and missionary spirituality, emphasizing that mission springs from a personal encounter
with God and the call to proclaim hope in today’s world.

On March 4-5, the confreres held their Regional Assembly, led by Regional Superior Fr.
Mateo Yeng, SVD, together with Vice Regional Fr. Néstor Mendoza, SVD. Participants
shared pastoral experiences and missionary initiatives carried out in parishes, the
formation house, the biblical center, and the bookstore in Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and
Panama,highlightingboththefruitsofthemissionandthe challengesfacedinevangelizing
service.

The gathering reaffirmed the missionaries’ commitment to the SVD charism, expressed
through the four characteristic dimensions: Bible Apostolate, Justice and Peace,
Communication, and Mission Animation.

The meeting concluded with the celebration of the Holy Eucharist, presided over by
Bishop Edgardo Cedeno, SVD, who encouraged the missionaries to continue walking with
the people and proclaiming the Gospel with hope.

Read more: https://svdcuria.org/svd-prms/spiritual-retreat-and-regional-assembly-
strengthen-the-mission-of-the-cam-region/
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Second National Workshop of SVD Lay Partners Held
in Mumbai

Dixson Lawrence D’Souza, SVD
INM India Mumbai Province

Participants of the Second National Workshop of SVD Lay Partners

at Atma Darshan, Mumbai, from February 27 to March 2, 2026. Organized by Fr.
Luvis Ronald Pereira, SVD, National Mission Secretary, the workshop gathered lay
collaborators under the theme “SVD Lay Partners as Missionaries of Hope.”

The Second National Workshop of SVD Lay Partners of the India Subzone took place

The workshop opened with a solemn Eucharistic celebration presided over by Fr. Tomy
Thomas Perumprayil, SVD, Provincial Superior of the India Mumbai Province (INM). In
his keynote address, Fr. Marcelo Cattaneo, SVD, General Mission Secretary, encouraged
participants to embrace their missionary identity and become bearers of Christ’s light
and hope in today’s wounded world.

Several formation sessions enriched the gathering. Speakers reflected on the identity
and mission of SVD Lay Partners, biblical foundations of lay collaboration, Arnoldus
spirituality, and the call to translate prayer into action. Through these reflections,
participants rediscovered their role as co-workers in God’s mission.

The workshop brought together 51 participants, including 33 lay partner representatives
from the five provinces and oneregion of the India Subzone, along with spiritual directors,
mission secretaries, and two SSpS sisters. Moments of fellowship, cultural sharing, and
personal testimonies strengthened bonds of unity among the participants.

A highlight of the workshop was the commissioning ceremony, during which participants
were sent forth as “Missionaries of Hope” through a special prayer and the presentation
of the traditional shawl.

The program concluded with a mission exposure visit to the Urban Community
Development Centre (UCDC) in Bandra and a pilgrimage to the Basilica of Our Lady of the
Mount (Mount Mary).

Inspired by the words of St. Arnold Janssen, the SVD Lay Partners returned to their
communities renewed in faith, unity, and missionary commitment.

Read more: https://svdcuria.org/svd-prms/second-national-workshop-of-svd-lay-

partners-convenes-in-mumbai/
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The Word at the Heart of the Mission: SVD Congo
Celebrates 75 Years of Bible Apostolate

Alejandro E. Cinco, SVD
CNG - Congo Province

s part of the Diamond
AJ ubilee marking 75 years

since the arrival of the
missionaries of the Society of
the Divine Word (SVD) in the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo, the Province organized
a conference reflecting on the
“Bilan et Perspectives” of its
Bible Apostolate. Confreres
working in the Kinshasa
District gathered for a moment
of reflection and sharing.

SVD confreres in Kinshasa gather to reflect on 75 years of the Bible Apostolate in Congo.

The session was animated by Fr. Michel Manga, the newly appointed Coordinator of the
Biblical Apostolate. He highlighted the impact of the Basic Bible Seminars, which have
trained many lay facilitators who now share the Word of God in parishes and communities.
Many of these layleaders have even contributed to the formation of SVD seminarians who
are now priests and brothers.

Participants also recalled important milestones in the history of the apostolate. On
September 30, 1971, the feast of Saint Jerome, Mgr. Francois Hoenen inaugurated CAB
Bandundu, an initiative started by Fr. Dieter Skweres with the collaboration of Mgr. Jean-
Gaspard Mudiso and Fr. Hermann Hochegger.

In the 1980s, the Verbum Bible (VB) for Africa project emerged through the initiative of
Fr. Gérard Lesch and Fr. Antoine Gessler. This initiative later led to the founding of the VB
Publishing House in Kinshasa, established with the support of Fr. General Henri Heekeren
and Fr. Schoffen. When the latter left in 1983, Fr. Lesch assumed leadership of the project
until the arrival of Fr. Xene Sanchez.

The conference was followed by a lively discussion on the future challenges of the
apostolate. During this exchange, the invitation of the Archbishop of Brazzaville for
the SVD to begin a Bible and communications apostolate in his archdiocese was also
presented. While welcomed as a promising missionary opportunity, the confreres noted
that such a project would require careful discernment, given its pastoral, financial, and
personnel implications.

The gathering concluded with a renewed commitment to place the Word of God at the
center of the Province’s missionary life and service.

Seguir leyendo: https://svdcuria.org/svd-prms/the-word-at-the-heart-of-the-mission-
svd-congo-celebrates-75-years-of-bible-apostolate/
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Preparatory Meeting for the Zonal Assembly of the
SVD Brothers in AFRAM Zone.

Jacques Gabia, SVD (Coordinator, AFRAM Brothers’ Affairs)

t the beginning of
February, we held the
preparatory meeting for

the Second Zonal Assembly
of the SVD Brothers, which
will take place in Nairobi from
August 2-8, 2026. The meeting
brought together the AFRAM
Zonal Coordinator, the contact
person for the Brothers
at the AFRAM level, and
representatives from the SVD
Kenya-Tanzania Province.

Focused on Synodality and Fraternal moments after meeting

shared missionary responsi-

bility, this fraternal and strategic gathering unfolded in an atmosphere of reflection and
discernment. It centered on the theme to be developed during the Zonal Assembly: “Reli-
gious Brother, Pilgrim of Hope in a Wounded World.”

The primary objective of the preparatory meeting was to outline the orientations and
identify the key topics to be explored more deeply during the Zonal Assembly. Participants
revisited the theme of the Congregation’s most recent General Chapter and reflected on
the Jubilee Year of the Universal Church. They also assessed the progress made since
the last Zonal Assembly held in Ghana in 2023, highlighting pastoral, community, and
vocational challenges specific to the African context.

Faithful to the charism of Saint Arnold Janssen, the preparatory team reaffirmed the
commitment of SVD Religious Brothers to proclaim the Word of God, especially in contexts
marked by poverty, conflict, and rapid cultural change.

Following these deliberations, the preparatory documents were submitted to the Zonal
Coordinator for presentation to the Executive Committee (Execom), and subsequently
to the Generalate for approval prior to their official adoption. Participants expressed
confidence that the forthcoming Assembly will be fruitful and capable of proposing
concrete directions to revitalize the mission of the Brothers in Africa.

The upcoming Zonal Assembly thus promises to be a significant moment of communion,
renewal, and missionary commitment in service of the Church, the Congregation, and the
AFRAM Zone.

Read more: https://svdcuria.org/svd-prms/preparatory-meeting-for-the-zonal-

assembly-of-the-svd-brothers-in-afram-zone/
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St. Arnold Janssen Parish Ariwa Celebrates First

Anniversary in Uganda
Andrew Truong Quoc Hung, SVD
SSD - South Sudan Mission

The community gathers in joyful celebration after the Mass

coinciding with the feast of its patron, St. Arnold Janssen, founder of the Society

of the Divine Word (SVD). The celebration also brought together missionaries of
the SVD and the Missionary Sisters Servants of the Holy Spirit (SSpS), who share in the
missionary charism of their founder.

S t. Arnold Janssen Parish in Ariwa, Uganda, joyfully celebrated its first anniversary,

The parish holds special significance as the first parish entrusted to SVD missionaries
under the SSD-Uganda Mission, marking an important milestone in the missionary
presence of the Society in the country. The celebration began with a nine-day novena in
honor of St. Arnold Janssen and culminated in a festive gathering attended by thousands
of faithful, including representatives from 46 outstations across the five pastoral zones of
the parish.

St. Arnold Janssen Parish serves a vast and challenging mission territory. In addition
to pastoral care in remote villages and mission stations, the parish also ministers to
the Bidibidi refugee camp, home to many refugees from South Sudan. In this context,
the parish stands as a visible sign of God’s compassion and hope for displaced and
marginalized communities.

The presence of the SSpS sisters highlighted the close collaboration between the two
congregations in pastoral and humanitarian service, especially among refugees. Their
shared missionreflects the spirit of St. Arnold Janssen and the Church’s call to synodality,
intercultural collaboration, and solidarity with those in need.

As the parish marks its first year, the community renews its commitment to proclaim the
Word of God and to be a sign of hope, faith, and fraternity for the people it serves.

Readmore:https://svdcuria.org/svd-prms/st-arnold-janssen-parish-ariwa-celebrates-
first-anniversary-in-uganda/
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Darrell L. Whiteman, Crossing Cultures with the Gospel. Anthropological Wisdom
for Effective Christian Witness, Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2024. 255+XVI pp.
ISBN 978-1-5409-6046-7.

Darrell L. Whiteman, an experienced and recognised Methodist missiologist, is not a
stranger to the SVDs, mainly through his Melanesian engagement (also the Foreword
written by Miriam Adeney starts with a sort of homage to Luis Luzbetak).

The main contents of the book are divided into five parts (I. The Concept of Culture; II.
Incarnational Ministry; III. Common Communication Problems; IV. Overcoming Culture
Shock; V. Growing into Effective Communicators), accompanied by an introductory
chapter (Conversion of the Missionary) and the short final conclusion. Bibliography (16
pages) and Index (11 pages) are useful additions.

The textis presentedin aform of a talk/lecture which at times sounds too straightforward.
The fact that the author addresses mostly the North American Protestant audience
may also pose a hurdle. Nevertheless, the issues he addresses are valid not only for the
North American Protestant missionaries and he is not oblivious of the Roman Catholic
missiological perspective.

Many (hopefully most?) readers of Arnoldus Nota may find this book repeating of what
they already know. If that were the case, reading the text would do no harm. Those who
experienced and overcame the problems which Whiteman addresses, may still find his
book inspiring and be challenged to reconsider their perspective on the issues, which
cannot be solved once and for all. For those who (surprisingly) skipped learning about
these matters during their time of formation or later preparation to their missionary
ministry in a particular context, it may be a necessary introduction (and help).

Despite the books on that topic published earlier (Nida, 1954; Luzbetak, 1963; Kraft, 1979;
Hiebert, 1985), Whiteman sees a need for addressing the issue of cross-cultural Christian
witness anew:

“As we move into the postcolonial era, and as the former mission fields are increasingly
becominga global mission force, I often see the samelack of cross-culturalunderstanding
and awareness as was too often characteristic of previous generations of missionaries.
Confusing the gospel with their own culture or their denomination’s interpretation of the
gospel is a rampant problem everywhere I've observed cross-cultural ministry.

I have written this book to challenge you, the reader, to confront your ethnocentrism,
to discover how much of your understanding of biblical truth has been shaped by your
culture, and to adjust your lifestyle to one that is more appropriate for cross-cultural
ministry where you live. I've also written to encourage you, to remind you that God has
not left God’s self without a witness in every culture, among every people group, at every
era of human history. Itis God’s mission in the world that we join, not our mission. We can
also be encouraged by the fact that Jesus promised to be with us throughout the process
of crossing cultures with the gospel.

Another way I hope to encourage the reader is through my in-depth discussion of the
problem of culture shock. I've given a fair amount of space to discussing it because
every cross-cultural witness goes through it in one form or another.” (p. XVI). See a short
self-introductory talk by Whiteman: https://globaldevelopmentinc.org/about/darrell-
whiteman/

Stanistaw Grodz, Anthropos Institute

19



OUR DEPARTED CONFRERES Arnoldus Nota - APRIL 2026 20

FR. FELIX WEKA KOBAN, SVD )
+24.111.2026 — PONTA GROSSA, PARANA (BRS)

Felix Weka Koban was born on December 21,1962, in Lerek, Indonesia. He
joined the SVD on August 1,1983, in Ledalero, where he began his novitiate
on the same day. He studied philosophy and theology there. He made his
first religious profession on August 1, 1985, and his perpetual profession
on the same day in 1990. He was ordained a priest on September 29, 1991.
His first missionary assignment was to BRS, where he dedicated his life
to the Brazilian people in various communities, becoming known for his
simple and welcoming manner. He passed away on March 24, 2026, in
Ponta Grossa, Brazil.

FR.JOAO OSCAR TRIGO MARTINS,SVD
+H7II1.2026 - SAO PAULO (BRC)

Joao Oscar Trigo Martins was born on July 23, 1944, in Tuape, Brazil. In
1957, he entered the SVD minor seminary in Araraquara. On February
2, 1965, he began his novitiate in Santo Amaro, which culminated in
his first vows on March 19, 1968. He made his perpetual vows in the
same place on November 4, 1973. Joao Oscar was ordained a priest
on July 27 1974, in Iguape. His first missionary assignment was to
BRC. In 1979, he was transferred to BRS from where he extended his
missionary service to Canada (USC) for thirteen years. He was mainly
involved in social, educational, and formation ministries, as well as leadership. He
returned to BRC in 2015 and passed away on March 17, 2026, in Sido Paulo, Brazil.

BRO. PAULUS LAMIR, SVD
+16.111.2026 — LEDALERO (IDE)

Paulus Lamir was born in Lewotaa, Indonesia on August 17,1960. He was a
professional educator. On August 14, 1987, he joined the SVD in Ende. One
year later, on August 4, he began his novitiate in Nenuk. This culminated
in his first religious profession on September 8, two years later, in Ende,
where he completed his second year of novitiate. He continued his
formation as a brother until he took his final vows on August 15, 1996, also
in Ende. His first missionary assignment was to IDE, where he primarily

: “ - performed agricultural and administrative tasks. He died on March 16,
2026, in Ledalero, Indonesia.

FR. KRUMP THOMAS, SVD
+15.111.2R026 ~RUTENG (IDR)

Thomas Krump was born in Budapest, Hungary, on August 14, 1934. In
1946, he joined the SVD minor seminary in St. Rupert. On September 8,
1954, he began his novitiate at St. Gabriel in Austria. There, he continued
his missionary formation and took his first vows on September 8, 1956,
and his perpetual vows on September 8, 1960. He was ordained a priest
on March 18, 1961, also in St. Gabriel. His first missionary assignment
was to Flores, Indonesia. Later, he became a member of the IDR Province,
primarily performlng pastoral and administrative tasks. He died on March
15 2026 in Ruteng, Indonesia.
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FR.VICTOR D’SA, SVD
+05.1I1.2026 — ANDHERI, MUMBAI (INM)

Victor D’Sa was born in Balehonnur, India, on February 17, 1947 Before
joining the SVD, he attended SVD High School in Kirem. He began his
novitiate onJune 12,1966,in Khurda and concluded itwith his firstreligious
profession on April 23, 1968, also in Khurda. He made his perpetual
profession on September 8, 1975, in Pune. Victor was ordained a priest
J on May 9, 1977, in Magundi. His first missionary assignment was to Papua
v New Guinea (PNG). His missionary work primarily involved pastoral and
A Y educational duties. In 2022, he was transferred to INM. He passed away on
March 5,2026, in Andheri, India.

APPOINTMENT AND TRANSFER

VIVAT DEUS UNUS ET TRINUS IN CORDIBUS NOSTRIS
Kindly remember our deceased Sisters with gratitude during the Eucharist and in
Prayers.

Sister Prov/Reg | Date of Death Age Yrs. in
Vows
Sr. Christana Katharina Czentner GER RT7-02-26 89 66
Sr. Lidwina Tamiyo Murakami JAP 28-02-2026 78 02
Sr. Mary Jeanette Elisa Matela PHN 03-03-2026 86 62
Sr. Huberte Maria Agnes Beumer EUR 24-03-2026 89 66
APPOINTMENT

EUROPA ZONE

POR Province Administration

2026 -2029 Triennium

Provincial: Jacek Cezary Baginski

Vice Provincial: Cesar Francisco Alves da Silva
Admonitor: Joaquim Domingos Luis
Councilor: Ailton Rodrigues Lopes

Councilor: Jovito Osalvo

IBP Province Administration

2026 -2029 Triennium

Vice Provincial: George Kudzo Adzato
Admonitor: John Owen

Councilor: Nicodemus Lobo Ratu
Councilor: Bartlomiej Parys

HUN Province Administration

2026 -2029 Triennium

Vice provincial: Albert Ngamba Mungwala
Admonitor: Janos Varga
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Collegio del Verbo Divino, Rome

House Council Members

2026-2029 Triennium

Vice rector: Asuncion Vasquez Bustamante
Admonitor: Piotr Marian Gracz

Councilor: Yosef Naben

Councilor: Nang Van Peter Do

POL Provincial Administration

2026 -2029 Triennium

Vice Provincial Superior: Andrezj Borek
Admonitor: Jacek Dettlaff

Council Member: Heribertus Florianus
Council Member: Kazimierz Szymczycha

ITA Province Administration for 2026-2029 Triennium
Provincial Superior: Mansuetus Tus

Vice Provincial Superior: Salustino Hernandez Sanchez
Admonitor: Ildefonso Kambonja Antonio Ferreira
Council Member: Reynaldo Rodrigo Roman Diaz
Council Member: Juraj Cibula

ESP Province Administration for 2026-2029 Triennium
Vice Provincial Superior: José Nicolas Espinosa
Admonitor: Gabriel Galus

Council Member: Marcel Kakrabah-Quarshie

Council Member: Allancastro Silva Vieira

PANAM ZONE

Augustine Wall

USS Provincial Superior

2026 - 2029 Triennium

from 1June 2026 to 31 May 2029

Navil D’Silva

Mission Secretary

ECU Province

2026 -2028 Triennium

USC Province Administration

2026 -2029 Triennium

Provincial Superior Adam Oleszczuk

Vice Provincial Superior: Guilherme Aparecido Andrino
Admonitor: Daniel Holman

Council Member: Bang Cong Tran

Council Member: Carlos Macatangga

Council Member: Akizou Gerar Kamina

Council Member: Ante Jeroncic

Arnoldus Nota - APRIL 2026
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AFRAM ZONE

CNG Administration

2026 to 2029 Triennium

Provincial Superior: Kufwakuziku Malemba Ange-Albert
Vice Provincial Superior: Yangia Kanikii Jean
Admonitor: Jan Primus

Councilor: Jacques-Pacome Gabia Mfudi

Councilor: Mwanobe Elang Charles

TCD Administration

from O1June 2026 to 31 May 2029

Mission Superior: Thierry Balondamade Koula
Vice Mission Superior: Fransiskus Paskalis Leton
Admonitor: Lukas Hanusek

TOG Province Administration

Provincial Superior: Francois-Xavier Djagli Akakpo Komlanvi
Vice Provincial Superior: Emmanuel Adjei Adjetey
Admonitor: Bamidele Rogatien Kpogbe

Council member: Georges S.L. Kamale

Council member: Gregoire K.D. Agbalevon

MAD Region Administration

Regional Superior: Emmanuel Mawuli Anyomi
Vice Regional Superior: Lucien Adriamiandosoa
Admonitor: Mikael Emut Yudosukmono

Council Member: Adam Brodzik

Council Member: Robert Bellarmin Ramamisoa

ASPAC ZONE

BGD Administration for 2026-2029 Triennium
Mission Superior: Mariusz Pacula

Vice Mission Superior: Maxim Rodrigues
Admonitor: Joachim Kullu

from 2 April 2026 to 1 April 2029

INC Administration for 2026-2029 Triennium
Provincial Superior: Sanjay Kujur

Vice Provincial Superior: Pious Cyriac Padinjarekuttu
Admonitor: Michael Godwin Viegas

Council Members: Filipe Rebelo & Raju Dodiyar

from 2 April 2026 to 1 April 2029

INM Administration for 2026-2029 Triennium

Provincial Superior: Tomy Thomas Perumprayil

Vice Provincial Superior: Raja Ratna Reddy Singareddy
Admonitor: Henry D “Souza

Council Members: Victor Sagayam Zackarias and Cosmos Ekka
from 2 April 2026 to 1 April 2029

Arnoldus Nota - APRIL 2026
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ING Region Administration for 2026-2029 Triennium
Regional Superior: Jeevan Kennedy

Vice Regional Superior: Nabin Roshan Lakra
Admonitor: Patrick Vincent D’Souza

Council Members: Soby Joseph Pulickeel & Ivan D’Silva
from 2 April 2026 to 1 April 2029

INH Province for 2026-2029 Triennium

Provincial Superior: Ananda Raju Nagothu

Vice Provincial Superior: Ambrose Beck

Admonitor: Robert Angel Fernandes

Council Members: Lawrence Bose Sthanislaus & Kulandaisamy Soosai

INE Administration for 2026-2029 Triennium
Provincial Superior: Bilung Anuranjan

Vice Provincial Superior: Francis Jos Elasseril

Council Members: Rasal Xess and Christu Raja Sekar V
Admonitor: Ashley Agnelo Fernandes

TRANSFER

Phelim Jordan
from USC to IBP

Michael Thanh Do
from BRA Region to USC Province

Roy Thomas
from ROM CVD to USC Province

Kulandaisamy Soosai
from ROM Centro Ad Gentes to INH Province
Effective 25 March 2026

Ricardo Crisostom Jr.
from PHC Province to CAM Region
effective 1July 2026

Pablo José Galvan
from ARS Province to ECU Province
effective immediately

Antonio Martins da Torre
from ANG Province to POR Province

Louie Cris Gregorio
from PHN to ECP
effective immediately

Evans Wamalwa Wakhongola
from PHN Province to KEN Province
effective immediately
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Nang Van Peter Do

from VIE to ROM (CVD)

effective 1 May 2026

Markus Situmorang

from ROM (CVD) to IDJ Province
effective 1 May 2026

Nhan Van Tran
from USC Province to USW Province
effective immediately

Jean Claude Randriamanana
from TCD Province to MAD Region
effective immediately

Kamil Koc¢an
from ZIM Region to SVK Province

CHANGE OF FIRST MISSIONARY ASSIGNMENT

Noel Engel
from ZIM Region to TLS Region
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