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Chapel Blessings, Baptisms, and a
Wedding Celebrated
in Vohilava District

Emmanuel Mawuli Anyomi, SVD
MAD - Madagascar Region

I E he Parish of Our Lady of the Holy
o Rosary of Vohilava, in the Diocese

of Mananjary, celebrated the
inauguration and blessing of two new
chapels for the Christian communities of
Ambodinonoka Miray and Ambalanomby.

The chapel in Ambodinonoka Miray
was blessed on August 21, 2026, as the
community sought the spiritual protection
and intercession of Blessed Victoire
Rasoamanarivo. Two days later, on August 23, the faithful of Ambalanomby
gathered for the blessing of their new chapel under the patronage of Blessed
Lucien Botovasoa. The celebration in Ambodinonoka Miray also included
baptisms and the sacrament of marriage, making the occasion a joyful
expression of faith, communion, and renewed commitment to Christian life.

The chapel blessing brings joy to the community.

Heartfelt gratitude was extended to everyone who contributed to the
construction of the chapels, especially Mrs. Cheong Sou Peng from Vietnam,
whose generous support helped bring the project to completion. The
communities also expressed their appreciation to the Diocese of Mananjary;
Fr. Albert Louis Mamonjisoa, SVD; and Fr. Hien Thai Peter Phan, SVD, Vicar
of the Vohilava District, for their dedication and initiative in connecting the
communities with generous benefactors.

Fr. Alexander Dhae, SVD, representing the Local Ordinary,and Fr. Emmanuel
Mawuli Anyomi, SVD, joined the faithful on these significant occasions.
Through the generosity, collaboration, and missionary commitment of
everyone involved, the two communities now have sacred spaces where
they can gather for prayer, celebrate the sacraments, receive formation, and
deepen their communion with God and one another.

Youth Workshop Strengthening
Faith and Self-Confidence in Holy
Family Parish

Andrew Truong Quoc Hung, SVD
SSD - South Sudan Mission

H olyFamily Parishin Lainya, South Sudan, heldits firstyouth workshop
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since the reopening of the parish on August 1-2, 2026. The program

aimed to strengthen the faith and self-confidence of young people,
help them recognize their talents, and encourage them to use their gifts in
service to their families and communities.
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On August 1, approximately 110 young people gathered at the Lainya Center.
Sessions on “Strengthening Faith” and “Building Self-Confidence” combined
group discussions, games, and interactive activities. Participants reflected
on the role of faith in daily life, shared their experiences, recognized their
abilities, and were encouraged to overcome fear and develop greater
confidence. The day concluded with community prayer and Holy Mass.
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Limbe,where around 60 young people from
St. Dominic Chapel and St. Bakhita Chapel
participated following Sunday Mass. The
sessions revisited the themes of faith and
self-confidence and concluded with the
communal recitation of the Rosary.

Many participants expressed their desire
forsimilarformationactivitiesinthefuture,

Participants take part in the youth workshop at Holy say}ng .that th'e workshop strengthened
Family Parish. their faith, confidence, and hope.

The parish expressedits gratitude tothe SSpS Sisters from Yeiand the parish
priest for their support and collaboration. The initiative seeks to help young
people become confident Christians committed to serving the Church, their
communities, and South Sudan.

RECOMMENDED READING

Darius J. Piwowarczyk and Zbigniew Wesotowski (eds), “The Confreres Should Behave
Nobly towards Members of a Foreign Nation...”: Selected Contributions from Anthropos
and MonumentaSericatothe Study of Non-European Cultures. Onthe150th Anniversary
of the Founding of the Divine Word (Steyler) Missionaries (1875-2025). Baden-Baden:
Nomos [Collectanea Instituti Anthropos, 571. 444 pp.

The “Anthropos” Institute and the “Monumenta Serica” Institute, both based in Sankt
Augustin, Germany, have recently published an anthology under the title — which is
based on a statement attributed to St. Vincent Pallotti — namely, “The Confreres Should
Behave Nobly towards Members of a Foreign Nation..” Selected Contributions from
Anthropos and Monumenta Serica to the Study of Non-European Cultures.” The book is
our contribution to the celebration of the 150th anniversary of the Society of the Divine
Word, whose Founder highlighted the importance of scholarly activity in one of the first
versions of the SVD Constitutions.

The anthology contains selected articles that the editors deemed mostrepresentative of
the various stages in the development of both journals. Above all, however, they attest to
the Divine Word Missionaries’ commitment to scholarly activity in the fields of Cultural
Anthropology, Linguistics, Sinology, and Oriental Studies over the past 150 years.
These texts are accompanied by critical and analytical “re-study” articles written by the
editors. The text that opens the anthology is “Invitation to Contribute to and Subscribe
to ‘Anthropos’: International Journal of Ethnology and Linguistics” [1905], by Wilhelm
Schmidt (1868-1954). This is the “founding document” of the Anthropos journal, in which
the author presents his project for scientific application of missionaries’ knowledge
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of indigenous cultures and languages, and proposes a detailed questionnaire for
conducting methodical field research.

Schmidt’s article is followed by the report of Martin Gusinde SVD (1886-1969) — today
one of the most recognizable SVD ethnologists — concerning his fourth research trip
to Tierra del Fuego (1923-1924). During this expedition, the Chilean church authorities
entrusted him — as he himself writes — “with the particularly honorable task of making
every effort to save the peoples of Tierra del Fuego from cultural extinction.” The section
ofthe book devoted to Anthropos alsoincludes a text by Paul Schebesta SVD (1887-1967)
on his first expedition to short-stature peoples of the Congo (1930), followed by an article
by Matthias Hermanns SVD (1899-1972) on polyandry in Tibet (1953); and a detailed
critique of W. Schmidt’s methodological assumptions, written in 1983 by Henryk Zimon,
SVD (1940-2022). The last two contributions in the Anthropos section were authored by
non-SVD anthropologists, namely: Anna Meiser (on the “logic of cultural appropriation
among the missionized Indigenous and ‘indigenized” missionaries,” concerning the
work of the Salesians among the Achuar of Ecuador — 2011), and Jean Michaud who
presents the personality and work of Francois-Marie Savina (1876-1941), the French
missionary in colonial Vietnam - “priest, rebel, and scholar” — as an example of the
radical transformation that some missionaries undergo when coming into contact with
indigenous cultures (2024).

The second part of the anthology contains an opening article by Zbigniew Wesotowski
and five representative texts published in Monumenta Serica between 1935 and 2015
by: Henri Bernard, SJ (1935 — about the role of the Catholic Church in the development
of the Chinese civilization in the 17* and 18 century); Harrie van der Stappen SVD,
whom I personally met during his retirement years in Techny (1956 — Chinese painting
during the Ming dynasty); Henry Serruys CICM (1957 - remnants of Mongol customs in
Chinese culture); Irene Eber (1968 — Chinese vision of history), as well as the article by
Jia Jinhua devoted to longevity techniques in Daoist medicine (2015).

Darius J. Piwowarczyk, Anthropos Institute

DEPARTED CONFRERES

BR. WALTER BARTJES, SVD
+24VII.2026 - STEYL (GER)

Walter Bartjes was born in Goch, Germany, on October 18,
1939. In 1954, he joined the SVD in Steyl, where he began an
apprenticeship as an electroplater and stereotyper at the
Society’s printing plant. He began his novitiate on September
8, 1957, and took his first vows on the same day two years later.
He completed his formation as a brother with his perpetual
profession on September 8, 1965. He spent his entire missionary
life in Steyl, working in the printing plant and providing services
to the community. He died in Venlo, the Netherlands, on August 24, 2026.
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DEPARTED CONFRERES

FR.JOHN PASCHAL LUGUN, SVD
+24VIIL.2026 - ANDHERI (INM)

John Paschal Lugun was born in Kusumdegi, India on March 28,
1970. He joined the SVD on August 13, 1986 and began his novitiate
on June 15, 1992, in Khurda. This was followed by his first religious
profession on June 10, 1993. He then continued his studies in Pune
and took his final vows on January 4, 1997 Finally, he was ordained
a priest in Kusumdegi on February 16, 1998. His first missionary
assignment was to Botswana, where he performed pastoral work
until he was transferred to INM in 2007. There, he dedicated his life to administration,
pastoral work, and formation, among other tasks. He passed away on August 24, 2026,
in Andheri, India.

BR. HANNS FASCHINGBAUER, SVD
+19VIIL.20R6 — ST. GABRIEL (ECP)

Hanns Faschingbauer was born in Vienna, Austria, on January 24,
1942. On March 15, 1960, he joined the SVD in St. Gabriel. He began
his novitiate on September 8 of that same year. He took his first
vows on September 8,1962, and his final vows on September 8,1968.
His first missionary assignment was to Ghana. As a mechanic, he
dedicated himselfto organizing the department and teaching boys at
the SVD vocational school. He returned to St. Gabriel in 1981, taking
on technical and administrative responsibilities. He died on August
19,2026, in St. Gabriel, Austria.

FR.RUDOLF KALESSE, SVD
+11VIII.R0Z26 — St. Wendel (GER)

Rudolf Kalesse was born in Katowice, Poland, on November 26,
1927. He joined the SVD in Driburg, Germany, in 1946. He began his
novitiate in St. Augustin on November 17, 1947, culminating with his
firstreligious profession on May 1,1949. He continued his missionary
formation at St. Augustin, making his perpetual vows on February 27,
1953, and being ordained a priest on August 28 of that year. His first
missionary assignment was to Germany. He spent nearly 20 years
in Taiwan (1981-2000), where he was engaged at Fu Jen University.
Education was his focus throughout his missionary life. He returned to Germany in
2000 and retired in St. Wendel in 2005, where he died on August 11, 2026.

FR. MARSELLUS BAONULE, SVD
+05VIII.ROZR6 — Halilulik (IDT)

Marsellus Baonule was born in Kefamenanu, Indonesia, on April
24, 1953. He joined the SVD on January 7, 1973, in Ledalero. The
next day, he began his novitiate, which culminated with his first
religious profession on January 8,1975. He continued his missionary
formation in Ledalero, making his perpetual profession on January
8, 1981, and being ordained a priest on July 5, 1982, in Tunbaka.
His first missionary assignment was to Indonesia (IDT). There, he
dedicated his life to the local communities. He died on August 5,
2026, in Halilulik, Indonesia.
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DEPARTED CONFRERES

FR.NICHOLAS STRAWN, SVD
+04VIIL.R026 - LEMBATA (IDE)

Nicholas Strawn was born on September 24,1934, in Oelwein, USA. In
1984, he entered the SVD minor seminary in Epworth. On September
8, 1952, he began his novitiate in Techny, which culminated in his
first religious profession on September 8, 1954. He completed his
. missionary formation in Techny, taking his perpetual vows on

“; September 8, 1960, and being ordained a priest on February 2, 1962.
™ His first missionary assignment was to Region Flores in Indonesia
(lIater IDE). He served the local people of Lembata Island for over 60 years. He died in
Lembata, Indonesia, on August 4, 2026.

FR. AUGUSTINE KARAMEL, SVD
+31VIL.20R26 - HYDERABAD (INH)

Augustine Karamel was born on June 5, 1933, in Kurichithanam,
India. He joined the SVD on June 16, 1953. He began his novitiate
in Palda on June 29, 1954, and it culminated with his first vows
on May 31, 1956. He continued his missionary formation in Pune,
where he took his final vows on March 20, 1961, and was ordained
a priest on October 3 of that year. His first missionary assignment
was to Indore, India. In 1997, he was transferred to INS, and
in 2005, he was transferred to INH. His primary missionary
commitment was pastoral work. He died on July 31, 2026, in Hyderabad, India.

DECEASED SISTERS

Sr. Praksedes Melania Parera, SSpS
TJduly 27,2026 — FLE

Sr. Praksedes Melania Parera, SSpS, died on July 27, 2026, at the age
of 80. She had lived 60 years in religious vows, dedicating the greater
part of her life to consecrated missionary service.

Sr. Edith Maria Martha Kuchenbecker, SSpS
TJuly 30,2026 — EUR

Sr. Edith Maria Martha Kuchenbecker, SSpS, died on July 30, 2026, at
the age of 88. She had completed 64 years in religious vows, marking
a long life of fidelity to her consecrated vocation and missionary
commitment.
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DECEASED SISTERS

Sr. Genoveva Juliana Weti, SSpS
T September 10,2026 — FLE

Sr. Genoveva died at the age of 76, after 49 years in religious vows,
living her consecrated vocation in the service of God’s mission.

Sr. Reyna Isidra Aracap, SSpS
T September 13,2026 — PHN

Sr. Reyna died at the age of 93, after 65 years in religious vows,
dedicating more than six decades to religious life and mission.

Sr. Bernadette Theresia Maria Plangger, SSpS
T September 13,2026 — EUR

Sr. Bernadette died at the age of 87, after 56 years in religious vows,
faithfully living her vocation as a missionary religious.

Sr. Sponsa Marianna Gosciek, SSpS
T September 18,2026 — AUS

Sr. Sponsa died at the age of 94, after 71 years in religious vows, giving
more than seven decades of her life to her religious vocation and
mission.

Sr. Ksaferia Paulina Itu, SSpS
T September 19, 2026 — FLE

Sr. Ksaferia died at the age of 89, after 62 years in religious vows,
devoting more than six decades to consecrated life and missionary
service.




APPOINTMENTS AND TRANSFERS

TRANSFERS

Huyen Van Joseph Tran
from ITA Province to PNG Province
effective immediately

Michal Radomski
from COL Province to CHI Province
effective immediately

Joe Prabhu Antonysamy
from INM Province to INH Province
effective immediately

Francis Prescott Koimb
from GHA Province to PNG
effective 15t October 2026
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Celestino Maria Da Silva
from CNG Province to ANG Province
effective immediately

Yosef Mapang Pukan
from BRA Province to IDE Province
effective immediately

Yustinus Agus
from PHS Province to IDJ Province
effective immediately

Vishal Steevan D’Souza
from MAD Province
to ROM (Collegio Verbo Divino Community)

APPOINTMENTS

John Jerome Asidigbe
ESP Mission Secretary
2026 -2029 Triennium

Antonio Augusto Lopes Leite
POR Mission Secretary
2026 — 2029 Triennium

Victor Petrus Bani
IDJ Mission Secretary
2026 - 2029 Triennium

Vitalis Hiburdin
IDR Mission Secretary
2026 — 2029 Triennium

INM Province Appointments
2026 — 2029 Triennium

Provincial Treasurer: Francline Machado
AJSN Coordinator: Gregory Arockiam

Bible Coordinator: Matthew Kavukatt
Brother Coordinator: Akshit Ferrao
Communication Coordinator: Ronald D’Silva
JPIC Coordinator: Sushil Kumar Xess
Mission Educ. & Research: Victor Sagayam
Formation: Richard Charles Mathias
Pastoral Course Coor.: Jesuraj Rayappan
Safeguarding Officer: Thanuzraj Lazar
Divine Word Seminary Pune Rector: Thanuzraj Lazar
Superior Delegate: Felix Lobo

Teodor Tomasik
IBP Mission Secretary
2026 -2029 Triennium

Francesco Pavesi
ITA Mission Secretary
2026 — 2029 Triennium

Agustinus H. Dae Soro
IDT Mission Secretary
2026 -2029 Triennium

Jose Cesar Marcelino
ANG Mission Secretary
2026 — 2029 Triennium

Atsou Cosmas Messigan
TOG Mission Secretary
2026 — 2029 Triennium

Danso Abeam Emmanuel
GHA Mission Secretary
2026 — 2029 Triennium
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MAD Region Appointments for 2026 — 2029 Triennium
JPIC Coordinator: Tanguy Florin Roharison

Mission Secretary: Peter Rego

Communication: Gladius Lado Ceme

Bible Apostolate: Frank Ayakwah Owusu



